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Wisconsin Biography 


WILLIAM GEORGE BRUCE. The story of millions of Americans 
eloquently exemplifies the possibilities in a land of freedom and op- 
portunity. It carries with it the touch of romance in that it notes an 
humble beginning, a splendid conflict with the elements of nature, 
followed by a measure of achievement. Vision, enterprise and in- 
_ dustry are the factors that surmount obstacles and handicaps in 
reaching an objective and lead to a wider field of service and use- 
fulness. 

The career of William George Bruce began with severe handicaps 
and unpromising conditions. He was the eldest in a family of eight 
children. His parents were honest and industrious people. The fa- 
ther was a sailor and ship carpenter. He was born March 17, 1856, 
in the neighborhood just north of the city hall in Milwaukee. His 
parents were Augustus F. and Apollonia (Becker) Bruce. 

He was married May 4, 1880, to Monica Moehring. There were 
three children: William Conrad, Frank Milton and Monica M. Bruce 
(now Mrs. Rock) ; five grandchildren, William George Bruce IJ, Frank 
M. Jr., Alice Mary, Jane Apollonia and Robert C. Bruce; four great- 
grandchildren, Judith, Monica and Catherine Renatha Bruce and 
Mary Alice Gaunt. 

At the age of seven young William became afflicted with an illness 
which rendered him bedridden for four years. At the age of eleven 
he was able to attend a parochial school for a year and at the age of 
twelve he was apprenticed in a cigar factory. It was the accepted cus- 
tom of the neighborhood that boys were put to work at the age of 
twelve. He hobbled to the factory on crutches until he was fifteen 
years of age. 

At the age of eighteen he had attended night school and secured 
what education he could, including a course in commercial studies, 
which enabled him to enter the employ of the Milwaukee Daily News 
as a clerk. Here he remained for seven years and then was employed 
by the Milwaukee Sentinel as cashier and bookkeeper, where he served 
for eleven years. The last five years of that period he was the adver- 
tising manager and assistant to the business manager. 

While at this period he demonstrated ability as an accountant, 
he also developed a trend for reportorial and editorial writing. This 
accomplishment served him well later on in life. In 1891 he founded 
the American School Board Journal, which proved to be the first pub- 
lication in the United States devoted exclusively to the subject of 
school administration. The rearing of this publication involved a 
fierce struggle but finally met with success in that it was accepted by 
school systems throughout the country. While a firm foundation for 
the publication had been achieved, it remained for others to build the 
superstructure and expand the same to a wider field of service. This 
was accomplished through his sons William C. and Frank M. Bruce, | 
college-bred men, whose vision and enterprise led to the addition of 
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three more magazines and the publication of textbooks for schools and 
colleges. Thus were introduced the Industrial Arts and Vocational 
Education Magazine, which serves the instructors in trade schools, 
grade schools, junior and senior high schools, technical high and 
full-time and part-time vocational schools; and Hospital Progress, 
which circulates among the hospitals of the United States and Canada. 
Later the Catholic School Journal was acquired. The book depart- 
ment includes a science’ and culture series and a list of industrial 
textbooks. 

Mr. Bruce’s civic activities include: member of board of education, 
1889-94; city tax commissioner, 1904-07; president Milwaukee harbor 
commission, 1913-43; director Milwaukee auditorium, 1912-43, and 
- president 1912-14, 1939-43; member Wisconsin deep waterways com- 
mission, 1923-43, president, 1939-43; Great Lakes Harbors Associa- 
tion, 1925-33, now honorary president; vice chairman National Sea- 
way Council, 1933-483; member of Milwaukee Association of Com- 
merce, Milwaukee Athletic Club, Citizens’ Club, Press Club, Seven 
Arts Club, Old Settlers Club, Milwaukee County Historical Society, 
Knights of Columbus (president emeritus), Interprofessional Men’s 
Club, curator Wisconsin Historical Society; president Archdiocesan 
Holy Name Society 1921-41, now president emeritus; manager Mil- 
waukee Educational Exhibits at Chicago World’s Fair, 1893 ; manager 
Educational Exhibits and chairman Educational Commission St. Louis 
World’s Fair; chairman Democratic city and county committee ; presi- 
dent National Association Commercial Organization Secretaries, 1918- 
14; president American State Bank, 1935-43 ; member Federal Emer- 
gency Board of Public Works, appointed by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, 1933; author of Bruce Manual on School Architecture, 
1904; Commercial Organization, 1920; Commercial Secretaries, 1922; 
History of Milwaukee, 1921; Autobiography, “I Was Born in Amer- 
ica.” Also pamphlets on taxation, immigration, community pride and 
promotion, social insurance, etc. 

Recognition was extended to him as follows: Marquette University 
conferred a certificate of distinctive civic service; Mount Mary College 
conferred an LL.D. degree; the Cosmopolitian Club awarded a medal 
for outstanding public service; the Wisconsin State Supreme Court 
paid tribute in designating him as reflecting the highest type of citi- 
zen; the Wisconsin Legislature in a joint resolution extended con- 
gratulations upon his eightieth birth anniversary; the Milwaukee 
Common Council extended a tribute upon his eighty-fifth birthday ; 
Park Street was changed to West Bruce Street in his honor ; the official 
harbor launch was named the William George Bruce. When ten con- 
stitutional delegates were elected for the repeal of the prohibition 
amendment he received the largest vote that had up to that time been 
cast for any one citizen in the state; he was knighted by Pope Pius X 
of Rome with the title of Knight of St. Gregory the Great, the highest 
distinction conferred on a Catholic layman. 


ROBERT MARION LA FOLLETTE JR., United States senator since 1925, 
youngest of the elder statesmen of the senate, was born February 6, 
1895, at Madison, Wisconsin, second child and eldest son of Robert 
Marion La Follette and Belle (Case) La Follette. He received his 
early education in the Madison public schools and private academies. 
Entering the University of Wisconsin, he pursued his studies there for 
about two years, in the meantime being elected class president. His 
university course was cut short, however, by a_ severe and long- 
continued illness which took him and members of his family to Cali- 
fornia for a prolonged stay of treatment. On recovering he became 
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the confidante and in time the secretary of his father, Senator La 
Follette. His first public appearance, and which drew national atten- 
tion to him, came in 1924, when he read his father’s message to 
the National Conference for Political Action at Cleveland. This was 
in the nature of a great independent national convention called to 
advance the presidential candidacy of Senator La Follette, and which 
launched his independent candidacy of that campaign year. ‘The same 
year Robert M. La Follette Jr. was elected chairman of the Republican 
State Central Committee of Wisconsin and brought about a progres- 
sive victory in the state. . . 

On the death of his father, Senator La Follette, in 1925, a move- 
ment developed among his friends to have him elected to fill the 
vacancy in the senate seat, although he had hitherto held no public 
office. He was nominated at the special senatorial primary held Sep- 
tember 15, 1925, and elected at the special election September 29. 
His principal opponent, Edward F. Dithmar, Baraboo, independent 
Republican and former lieutenant governor, received 91,318 votes; 
John M. Work, Milwaukee Socialist, 11,1830; George William Bruce, 
Milwaukee, Democrat, 10,743, and Robert M. La Follette Jr., Repub- 
lican, 237,719. At the time of his election he was but thirty years 
old, a year older than was his father when elected to congress as its 
youngest member in 1884. 

In 1928 Senator La Follette was elected a delegate at large to the 
Republican National Convention and was chosen Wisconsin’s repre- 
sentative on the committee on resolutions and presented from the plat- 
form Wisconsin’s progressive minority report, which was rejected. 
In November of that year he was reelected United States senator. 

September 17, 1950, Senator La Follette was married to Miss 
Rachel Wilson Young, of Washington, a native of Virginia. In 19384 
Senator La Follette was one of the prime movers in the organization 
of the Progressive State party in Wisconsin and in November of that 
year was reelected United. States senator, while his brother, Philip F. 
La Follette, was again elected governor, the first United States sen- 
ator and the first governor of the new Progressive party. In 1940 
Senator La Follette was again reelected as a Progressive. 

In his years of service in the senate, Senator La Follette has been 
one of the most popular members of the upper House, with a par- 
ticularly enviable progressive and labor record. He has been a mem- 
ber of many important committees. In 1944, for instance, he was 
the first ranking minority member of the senate committee on finance, 
education and labor, on manufactures and Indian affairs, and third 
ranking minority member on the senate committee on foreign rela- 
tions. In 1935 he was a member of the joint committee on internal 
revenue taxation and the committee on the organization of congress. 

For some years Senator La Follette has been the editor in chief 
of The Progressive, a weekly Progressive publication begun soon 
after the discontinuance of La Follette’s Magazine after the death 
of the elder Senator La Follette. Senator and Mrs. La Follette have 
two sons, Joseph Oden and Bronson Cutting La Follette. 


Hon. ORLAND S. LOOMIS was recognized as Mauston’s outstanding 
citizen, and had he lived less than a month longer he would have been 
Wisconsin’s governor. He was ‘of the people and for the people,” 
and by the people had been elected to serve as their chief executive. 
The intervention of fate caused deep regret and sadness throughout 
the commonwealth but most of all in his home town of Mauston, 
where he was best known and most loved, for those who knew him 
most intimately felt that his personal qualities bore the stamp “ster- 
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ling.” Born in Mauston, November 2, 1893, he was a son of Morgan 
and Clara (Steen) Loomis. The ancestry in the Loomis line is traced 


- back to Joseph Loomis, who came from Braintree, England, in 1643 


and settled in Windsor, Connecticut. History records that long be- 
fore the Norman conquest the family name was Lomasch, which later 
was changed to Lumhals and afterward to Lomas. When the family 
left England more than three centuries ago the name became Loomis. 
Orlando G. Loomis, grandfather of Orland §. Loomis, became the 
founder of the family in Wisconsin, and that he was a man of promi- 
nence here is shown by the fact that he served as assistant secretary 
of state under Henry Casson. His son, Morgan O. Loomis, beginning 


in 1900 served as under-sheriff and sheriff for twenty years. Through 


the maternal line Orland S. Loomis was a relative of Johannes 
Steen, a liberal prime minister of Norway, who was active in helping 
his country win independence about fifty years ago. On coming to 
the United States the Steen family became associated with farming 
interests near Mauston. In the family of Morgan and Clara (Steen) 
Loomis were four children: Otis G., Hulda G., Orland S. and Della. 
Another connection of the family was Gideon Welles, who served as a 
member of Lincoln’s war cabinet. Gideon Welles was a Loomis des- 
scendant but his connection with Orland 8. Loomis is negligible. 

After attending the Mauston schools Orland 8S. Loomis studied for 
two years in Ripon College and then pursued his law course in the 
University of Wisconsin, where he won his LL.B. degree in 1917. 
He then enlisted for service in the first World War and was on duty 
in France for eight months with the medical supply unit, receiving 
his discharge after the Armistice was signed, after which he re- 
turned to Mauston to establish his law practice. He joined J. A. 
McFarlane, under the firm name of McFarlane & Loomis, and fol- 
lowing the death of the senior partner he joined H. 8S. Roswell and 
the firm of Loomis, Roswell & Chambers was formed. His advance- 
ment at the bar was continuous as he demonstrated his ability to find 
correct solution for the intricate and involved problems of law that 
arose in connection with the litigation entrusted to his care, and thus 
he attained a place of prominence in the legal circles of Juneau 
County. 

Just before sailing for France in World War I, Mr. Loomis re- 
turned home on a furlough and during that time was married, on June 
22, 1918, to Florence Ely. They had entered school together and 
side by side had worked their way upward through the grades and 
high school to graduation, after which they were separated some- 
what in their college work. After receiving the Bachelor of Science 
degree at the University of Wisconsin in 1916 (Mr. Loomis being 
then a law student there) Mrs. Loomis taught home economics at 
Waupun, Wisconsin, for two years. She is a daughter of Andrew 
and Dorothea (Gujer) Ely, her father a merchant of Mauston. Mr. 
and Mrs. Loomis had a family of two sons and a daughter: Robert 
Morgan, born August 31, 1922, supplemented his training in the Maus- 
ton schools by a year’s study in Ripon College, then attended the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and on the day his father was elected governor, 
enlisted in the Navy, in’which he is now serving. John Elmer, born 
April 25, 1924, after finishing high school at Mauston studied at 
Ripon College for a time before beginning his army training at 
the University of Pennsylvania. Laura Jean, born May 14, 1929, is 
in high school. Mrs. Loomis was a substitute librarian for a few 
months, and serves on the library board, is a member of the Pres- 
byterian church, the Eastern Star, the American Legion Auxiliary, 
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Phi Omega Pi, Omicron Nu and the Red Cross, in which she is a very 
active worker. 

Mr. Loomis was a member of the Masonic fraternity, the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the American Legion, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the Disabled American Veterans. He was also a 
member of the Juneau County Bar Association, American Bar Asso- 
ciation, Phi Alpha Delta, Delta Sigma Psi, Phi Kappa Delta and 
Sons of Norway. His business interests, outside of his profession, 
connected him with agricultural life, for he owned a farm of one 
hundred and ten acres not far from Mauston. His home in Mauston 
was an old-time frame residence that had been occupied both by his 
father and his grandfather and which has been modernized by the 
two generations that have since occupied it. 

Mr. Loomis’ interest in politics dated from his boyhood days and 
in 1922 he was elected city attorney of Mauston, serving until 1931. 
In 1928 he was elected to the Legislature and served one term, after 
- which he was elected state senator in 1930 for a four years’ term. 
He was selected by President F. D. Roosevelt to head the Rural Elec- 
trification Authority in Wisconsin because of his deep interest in 
power development, and continued to act in that capacity until 
elected Wisconsin’s attorney general in 1936. He was appointed to the 
Interstate Commission on Crime in 1937 and elected a vice president 
of that organization in 1941. In 1942 he received the Progressive 
party’s nomination for governor and was the only candidate of the 
party that was elected, running more than 140,000 votes ahead of any 
other Progressive, basing his campaign mainly on the issues of con- 
servation and economy in government, and winning in the election by 
more than 100,000 votes over his Republican opponent. He was 
carefully planning his administration when death called him. It has 
been said that his life was one of work and devotion—devotion to his 
business, to the duties and high standards of citizenship, to his family 
but most of all to her who had been his helpmate and close com- 
panion through twenty-four years of wedded life. 


JUDGE GEORGE B. NELSON was at the time of his death a justice 
of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, having served on the bench through 
appointment for about five years and was then elected for the full 
ten years’ term. He had well earned the reputation of being “a won- 
derful neighbor and friend, a real man, an able and honest judge.” 
Born in Amherst, Portage County, Wisconsin, May 21, 1876, he was 
a son of James and Juniata (Andrews) Nelson and on the paternal 
side a grandson of Nels and Mary Ann Anderson, who came from 
their native Norway to America in 1857, the change in the surname 
having been made according to the custom of Norway. His grand- 
parents on the distaff side were John V. and Aurilla (Saxton) 
Andrews, both of whom were born on this side of the Atlantic. 

After attending the public schools of Amherst, Wisconsin, Judge 
Nelson was graduated from the high school of Stevens Point in 1894 
and from the University of Wisconsin in 1898. In the fall of that 
year he enrolled as a student in the State Law School, but in April, 
1899, was forced temporarily to discontinue his studies because of 
ill health. In the succeeding fall, however, he entered George Washing- 
ton Law School in Washington, D. C., and received his Bachelor of 
Laws degree there three years later. 

Returning to Wisconsin, Judge Nelson engaged in law practice 
at Stevens Point for many years and was then called upon for judicial 
service, being appointed Supreme Court judge on the 30th of Septem- 
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ber, 1930. He had previously been district attorney of Portage County 
from October, 1906, until January 1, 19138, and he also had served 
‘as city attorney of Stevens Point for one term, but otherwise had 
continued in private law practice. His record indicated his com- 
prehensive knowledge of law and his ability accurately to apply its 
principles, and the fairness and impartiality of his decisions were soon 
manifest after his elevation to the bench. His decisions were intel- 
ligent and just, and endorsement of his splendid service came to him 
when in April, 1935, he was elected to the office for the regular term 
of ten years. One of the leading papers wrote of him: ‘His record 
is part of the fine record of our Supreme Court, one of the best 
courts serving any state. Devotion to principle, a sense of justice and 
fairness, knowledge of the law, kindness as a man and uprightness 
as a judge — these qualities have marked his work.” 

Judge Nelson was always deeply and helpfully interested in the 
cause of education and was a member of the board of regents of the 
State Normal Schools from 1910 to 1920. He was a thirty-second 
degree Mason and member of the Shrine, belonged to the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and to the Sons of Veterans and was 
affiliated with Theta Delta Chi and the legal fraternity Phi Delta Phi. 
He likewise belongs to the Madison Town and Gown Club. 

In 1912 Judge Nelson was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Weller, 
daughter of Rt. Rev. Reginald H. Weller, Episcopal bishop of Fond 
du Lac. Judge and Mrs. Nelson have three sons: James J., who 
attended the University of Michigan; Reginald W., who graduated 
from Dartmouth College and attended the Wisconsin Law School; 
and George B. Jr., who also attended Dartmouth and the University 
of Wisconsin. All three sons are married. The Judge was a member 
of the Episcopal church, as are all the members of his family. Mrs. 
Nelson, a lady of liberal education and broad culture, is very active in 
the church and in other constructive work for the upbuilding of 
character and the promotion of intelligent preparation for life’s 
responsible duties. 


BruNo VicTror NORDBERG, inventor, manufacturer, for many years 
a leading industrialist of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and recognized in 
the engineering world as one of the foremost inventive geniuses of 
his time, was the late Dr. Bruno V. Nordberg, founder and president . 
of the Nordberg Manufacturing Company. Doctor Nordberg was 
born in Helsingfors, Finland, April 11, 1858, a son of Captain Carl 
V. and Doris (Hinze) Nordberg. While still an infant his parents 
moved to Bjorneborg, where young Nordberg grew to manhood. His 
father was one of the leading shipbuilders of Finland and also an 
active sea captain. Commanding his own ship, he served at one time 
in the British Navy, and during a boom shipping period sailed the 
Great Lakes in his own ship. 

- Bruno V. Nordberg spent his early life in good schooling under 
private tutelage in preparation for following theology. His constant 
urge to gain knowledge in fields more interesting to him led to self- 
instruction in physics and chemistry. His private school work gave 
him an excellent knowledge of history, Latin, German and, naturally, 
his native Swedish. In Latin and German he became proficient 
enough to speak as well as read. His tendency toward engineering 
led him to take up that subject upon entrance into college at the 
University of, Helsingfors, and his father encouraged this, rather 
than see him follow an inclination to a life at sea. Poorly equipped 
though he was with the background received during his prepara- 
tory schooling, in which mathematics was particularly lacking, he 
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enthusiastically devoted himself to make up this deficiency. His more 
intimate contact with Professor Kolster increased his desire for 
engineering and machine design and coming upon the works of 
Uhland-Tollhausen on the Corliss engine he became enraptured by 
the mechanism ‘invented and designed by George H. Corliss, which 
affected his later undertakings. As was the custom of the day, lec- 
tures delivered by a professor were in his native tongue, which 
required the knowledge of that language before a student could under- 
take to attend such lectures. This additional burden only spurred 
young Nordberg to greater efforts and soon enough these efforts were 
rewarded and time was available to him to declaim from the letters 
of Friedman or sing the songs of Bellman among his friends, of 
whom he had a host. After the death of his father his financial 
condition became acute and he gradually withdrew from the good 
fellowship to devote himself more intensely to his work. His friends, 
however, sought him out on special occasions to listen to his songs 
and.declaimings, but these usually turned into lectures on engineer- 
ing which, however, did not seem to detract from interesting his 
friends. His college life was strenuous but enjoyable, for many 
of his stories in later life were of these days, so filled with ambition 
and enthusiasm. 

Early in life Mr. Nordberg evinced unusual inventive genius. 
While employed in his father’s shipyard he originated a method of 
forming a perfect ellipse by use of the compass and straightedge. 
While at college he made a series of progressive drawings depicting 
the movement of a Corliss valve in a cylinder which, when arranged 
in book form, he could thumb over and visualize the action of the 
valve in motion. He was thus a pioneer in the idea of the modern 
animated cartoon. For his graduating thesis he wrote a severe 
criticism on ‘The Constructor,” the famous work of Reuleaux on 
machine design, attacking what he called “his old fashioned methods.” 

After graduation in 1879 from the University of Helsingfors, with 
the degree of Mechanical Engineer, Doctor Nordberg immediately 
left for the United States, where he had some relatives. He went 
by way of Liverpool, where he had time on his hands and difficulty 
in spending it, as his knowledge of English was meager. Chance 
led him to a meeting with an Oxford student of theology and the 
conversation which followed was in Latin. 

His trip to America in a slow steamer was far from monotonous. 
He spent much of his time keeping a log of his trip, with sketches 
of scenes along the shores of England, illustrations of an occasional 
ship met at sea, and going over special machinery of the ship, of 
which he made excellent sketches. Apparently he was not able to 
strike up an-acquaintance on board ship which affected his later life, 
but a ship was naturally of interest to him and gave him close 
contact with a large sea going liner, thereby permitting a thorough 
examination of its equipment; the controls of a steering engine 
covered a page of his log. 

Arriving. in New York in September of 1879 he visited several 
eastern cities and finally found employment in Buffalo as a trucker 
in the railroad shops of the Erie Railroad. He gradually acquired 
a speaking knowledge of English and the following year he came to 
Milwaukee, which city had been highly recommended to him by his 
father, who touched this port while sailing his barkentine on the 
Great Lakes. Armed with a letter of reference to the railroad shops 
of the Milwaukee Road, he contacted them immediately and was 
told there would be an opening in a few days. He had time to look 
over the city, and quite by accident his wanderings took him to the 
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E. P. Allis Company, builders of Corliss valve engines. Upon 
application here he immediately secured employment as a tracer 
- and under Edwin Reynolds, the former chief engineer for George 
H. Corliss and the originator of the famous Reynolds-Corliss en- 
gines, he had the opportunity he was seeking. ) 

The resignation of a special engineer, employed specifically to 
design a blowing engine, gave Doctor Nordberg an opening to request 
this job be given him to finish, although he had done little designing, 
excepting on some small crane and shop equipment. This was hesi- 
tatingly granted, due to the short tenure of his employment, but he 
quickly and boldly stepped into the design and completed an out- 
standing work, which was installed in a steel mill at Joliet, Illinois. 
‘The E. P. Allis Company began consideration of quantity. production 
‘of some of its standard products and employed Mr. Conradson for 
the introduction of such a plan. The idea, however, was so novel 
that it required the installation of much special machinery, so that 
it did not find the favor which it deserved. Doctor Nordberg, how- 
ever, recognized a vitalizing idea behind this plan which would lead 
to the ultimate reduction of costs of manufacture, and this contact 
had a far reaching influence on his later work with his own company. 

He was given all unusual problems which arose and there fol- 
lowed his “coffee mill” drive for a vertical centrifugal pump installed 
on Jones Island at Milwaukee. The E. P. Allis Company expanded 
and with this came an increased number of problems, which gave 
Doctor Nordberg free play in applying his inventive genius. This 
included the building of vertical pumping engines, steam stamps 
and hoisting engines for mines. Eventually he was asked to install 
and demonstrate several: of his own designs, which enabled him to 
contact many leaders of industry and encouraged him to think of a 
plant of his own. He became principal designer of the company and 
held this position for several years. 

While still employed by the E. P. Allis Company he worked at 
home on a governor, as this idea did not seem to find favor in the 
eyes of that organization. He interested a friend, Fred L. Hornefer, 
to finance a patent application and, in developing this application, 
its basic idea seemed so good that Doctor Nordberg organized the 
original Bruno Nordberg Company in 1886. These governors were 
thereupon built in the cramped quarters of the second floor of the 
Pawling & Harnischfeger Works on the corner of Clinton and Oregon 
streets in Milwaukee. There six men were employed, including a 
foreman, to carry on the work. As the venture progressed it was 
necessary to send one of these men on the road occasionally to look 
for business and install governors. On September 6, 1887, two 
patents appeared simultaneously to Doctor Nordberg on a governor 
and two additional patents were issued on June 5 and December 1; 
1888. The governor business seemed to flourish and the fact that 
Doctor Nordberg was able to start a very worth-while idea gave 
him certain prestige in the E. P. Allis Company. 

He was thereupon assigned to a field of development in mine 
hoists, which were crudely built and controlled and required much 
structural improvement. His early patents cover the essential indi- 
rect means for applying brakes and his early contact with the steering 
engine on his sea voyage to the United States can be seen in this 
development. He remarked that he witnessed a hoist in operation 
which required three men on the operator’s platform to push and tug 
at levers for operating the clutch, brake, throttle and reversing 
mechanism. It required the expenditure of considerable physical 
effort, so he set about to handle these parts by means of a “robot,” 


of fe a “tae 7 


Bs ne - sagt pes Ps to. gi eal A 4 
vent 495 aid & @n) heaegotqiay: nyse via sitvnearte sit nec 01d: 
- Sytoa sot ‘wedigad Wil Suintst ott ablowyod sivbS vas 
ay exiiro\)-abloay: Wt givommt of) Yo “otniirsi o a? bun ee care .. 
ibe un denn saw odeulitotionge adt bad ont ee iz 
eT) ot ‘yfleuitiuore Hayolywe roeaie Pelosi & to acitongivet sR” 
9 vie Jesup wt yea tt: 0 HAD ads §8 TO athe ev ia Joris itt, Bn reold & Swglenb 
Ps,  tasingiesb Sit onl bat ods eenilen ats if) of raist navig od dea aie 
nod env nid) inahiodips dole bite Stem lide soto no gaiigeizs 
ad tod Jtranreotacs, eid to watitet bode ait? of opb .hoteetg Ganitw 
ue a& Fodviqinoy brs oyteeh aft util hboddete vibiod buseeisiolap 
Riegel, Jadot te fa in Foyle ai holliieni naw doinw odsow SAiheass 
acitanhong ay up to noCwebhianos cose yonanio) eiliA Sed? 
307 geeheino) aM beiotaams Des elaehoid Wishbusae edt to Sfeo8 To 
1a7ON OF apw ; vevod ashi pth? ctle « dom to nottovbhortar ot 
gaat ox Ce) ido deemyvee sone To imitcitteri odd boviegesn-ae Oe) 
won pprodbyrul prs: Leatiosebh Tiida nerd oft beft dom bib oi 
bust binew dehhw oak; hoe a Sabi yointladiv 5 boxieQoseet keve 
Spatiton ait? un st ateoo. To 4 «hiatal stunt aE of 
SRasrid Gry 2ist Aliw avy “oiel eid Ho amie ‘iioas) ake fad 
4é6t stand. Ous stow: doles Stes VIG okies le cevin. ew 46H 
balints: ti sei LaEul cies iteV a 4oheoviih “liar aottoy” eid beerol 
heba nis yang" siitéy 9. St att waskiiess iM ts butlet. 2one% no 
ase: sot... Jorg jo Uri boegowes 24 emu et ae bee 
SuIL. s9uhiey ov til. Sta stvicieus dich vale t wich gotoofl 
‘Sisiteista cc ‘ius yalladiwg igotsy to verhlind edt Béhatoa 
Uigthiicot bates ew 4 awiaak SGT ot couigae yobs bar 
OF stiff buldarxy stuldv: eaytesb-nvio Bid To fetes: otevsnomebo bes 
» 20 did? of mid bepetepote toa yaJeubab te etohsst yoann 
brie. VESTAS t ifttisoh teaqioniig simmoed wit ura eit Ye trol 
/ ire gee ss S9VO8 “Ol jyOUIROT aint hod 
Jn Dodsow od yisaare: “ill en boast? ' meolay wo litte ya 
oS aity. iti east fan ot ase as ih “856 PT 1°46 Moa voe & fo on 
sazeiodt esd Osh e ach Cae niet abttastiragiw ‘isch ou eee 
Ooegerile in eli -gaitipiyab 4 Ds sti bt deed obs Ne h: 364 é 
. SEP Besie cao axodtanv? ii sot brett. hat 0% Kiemsor Babi efi 
ROVE eur iy splT CAL nt yeni) apedies 4 oni feptele 
Sat 1b Wolk [esoner 30 anon Ha sepa ont gi tind suesepeecer nt} 
feign Rees tio ih? lo terctas Ot 1o HAW agastdssineh B eatwad 
2 githut iE ohn eters PTO fDi Kat SAOLL aselsayeli WL.  ehertia 
aa Petnaesnory asgiisy sift) BA: Aro eds no pris) ob SRINHOY 
Meat aa. labo Deotos Ht ie gaat, seartt Y -4iy base o} ytnres id ra, 
> & sod Tg 8100 40K Noster Dirk BAgM | 
EI oe mo pith ind Lahyow! oy viewonnatisistie ; 
ter got Brad vith Hp bases stows aba tan fonoitt 
ails brag feiy: if Od botaeoa.¢ raya 8 We dé. beg Soke 
an doy fide dioy VAY gs Sapte BF. uahe 
ats a Uw Tretia) aill ra | mW: be y 1S] ti 
“fe: thunwolsyeb Lo bion » went pir ines hi) i enw sil i 
t beustpoy Wan ballowd nos haat qlebtinry rion fiotiive duo a3 
Tiatsimix oft aygs aiinsiey thins bth ee. kaurtoMae: baa “Se 
ibe aie ih Hip Jomsoos ‘Ariss eid hay soleus yuiviqgsn - 
Mb ene aha boettte t my, 
wo iM Jaton i bee if’ 
- 8 deur od miobtaly 2'sidersge 6: 
ovet fine ofidordd. erie 
Gy ip ora ts OU 


a . Z as eae aaa es 


Pea 


ASE 


> 


ae 


al 
clei = 
a 

an 0 


re: 


=—s 
. 


5°25. 8, 


- ve. 
mates. 


om ia 


wea 


BIOGRAPHY 11 


so that one man could easily accomplish all that. His first patent 
on the arrangement appeared on January 8, 1889. This proved to 
be. such a decided aid in the control of the hoist that many hoist 
orders were booked. 

Another process, difficult of accomplishment in the mining field, 
was that of crushing “mass” copper, which required pulverizing the 
rock particles interwoven with virgin copper. A type of steam 
hammer was employed that did good work, but was slow in action. 
He developed a valve gear to improve the action of existing steam 
stamps, on which a patent was granted March 5, 1889. At the 
height of his usefulness to the E. P. Allis Company, to which his 
experience with his own growing concern contributed greatly, Mr. 
Allis died suddenly April 1, 1889, leaving his company with internal 
strife, which thereby caused Doctor Nordberg to resign. 

His own company had prospered greatly, but he suddenly found 
himself free to carry on his own devices. The governor served a 


- decidedly useful purpose in transforming a fundamentally inefficient 


steam engine to one which performed almost as well as the more 
expensive Corliss valve engine. During the three years the company 
was in existence he had developed several sizes and, in particular, 
had designed a set of jigs and special tools to permit of ‘mass pro- 
duction,” this being the forerunner of the tremendous capacity stimu- 
lant employed today. He visioned the building of Corliss valve 
engines, pumps, mine hoists and other large units too massive to be 
handled by his own small organization, and commenced by interesting 
a local milling company in a Corliss valve engine in which he pro- 
posed to incorporate many improvements over engines then currently 
in use. Given this contract, he sublet it to the Wilkins Manufactur- 
ing Company of Milwaukee, who were at the same time licensed to 
build his automatic governor. He believed that this connection would 
open a way to take on more substantial equipment. 

Making other contacts about the city, Doctor Nordberg found 
that his reputation had already spread sufficiently to make him feel 
sure he could keep a fairly substantial plant busy and therefore cast 
about:to find capital willing to back such an undertaking. Aided by 
introductions to the proper parties through Fred L. Hornefer, he . 
was able to interest sufficient capital by the end of 1889. With the 
beginning of 1890 the charter of the present Nordberg Manufactur- 
ing Company was granted, with A. W. Straw as president; Bruno 
V. Nordberg as vice president and chief engineer; F. A. Wilde, 
secretary and treasurer; and J. E. Friend and Fred L. Hornefer as 
directors. 

During the first year the company continued in its old quarters, 
with offices at No. 357 Broadway, Milwaukee. By the end of 1891 
the company had moved into larger quarters in a building of the 
Best Brewing Company on Fourth Avenue and Virginia street. The 
Bruno Nordberg Company continued in business as the Development 
& Engineering Division of the company, as well as a holding company 
for Doctor Nordberg’s patents. In 1890 it had many more employes 
and the selling was in charge of William W. Nugent, later the presi- 
dent of his own company in Chicago, while the shops were in charge 
of Mr. Larson. Up to 1891 Doctor Nordberg’s home was still his 
office. This company continued development of new ideas and at- 
tempted to launch a selling program on a bottle washing machine. 
Up to that time the process of washing bottles was carried on in a 
very primitive way and it was thought that an excellent opportunity 
was open for betterment of that method. The letterhead of the 
company displayed the device as its principal product. A local news- 
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paper of that day tells in glowing words the story of the speed of 
this machine, which could handle twelve thousand units in ten hours. 
On the street, however, grumblings of labor began to condemn the 
man who was to throw out hundreds of employes from a means 
of making a livelihood. It seems, however, that. this situation took 
care of itself, for the bottle washing machine gradually dropped from 
the picture. Attention to its perfection lagged, due to the ever- 
increasing demand upon Doctor Nordberg’s time in the affairs of the 
Nordberg Manufacturing Company. At the end of 1892 corres- 
pondence still indicates that improvements were being made to the 
automatic governor. A bottle soaking wheel was developed in 1891 
and a feed water heater in 1892, but at the end of that year the 


‘ Bruno Nordberg Company was dissolved, and its business transferred 


to the Nordberg Manufacturing Company. 

After offices were constructed in the new location Doctor Nord- 
berg was able to move his activities from his home, which acted as 
both office and drafting room. He spent several months in getting 
new business, so that by the end of 1891 the company was building 
cross-compound poppet valve engines, jet condensers, a_ vertical 
pumping engine, together with automatic governors. The following 
five years the business fairly leaped ahead and by that time the field 
of activity covered many types of Corliss valve engines, municipal 
waterworks pumps, poppet valve steam engines, compressors, hoists, 
and much specialized machinery. A triple expansion steam-engine- 
driven pump was built for the U street station at Washington, 
D. C., tests on which were conducted by Admiral Melville, the results 
becoming famous, due to the very stringent requirements and the 
unusual duration of the tests, which extended over seven days. 

Examination of the patents issued in the name of Bruno V. 
Nordberg shows a great fertility of new ideas. His activities and 
thought ran to mechanical mechanisms, electrical devices, chemical 
processes, civil engineering methods, all coupled with a rare busi- 
ness sense. He did not permit of patent protection excepting on 
devices which showed promise of a return. On February 16, 1892, 
there was issued to him a patent on the solid end connecting rod. 
This was one of the few patents under which he licensed other 
builders and its unique shape was later adopted as a trademark of 
the Nordberg Manufacturing Company. The automatic governor 
was licensed to be built in Canada by Darling Brothers of Montreal. 
By the end of the second year of the company’s activities twenty 
patents were issued in his name. 

Together with the engineering development of these products 
there had also been developed a line of special tools, jigs and equip- 
ment to enable manufacturing of the various articles as nearly on 
a production basis as the large variety of products permitted. 
Linked with his name also is the name of Conradson, now the vice 
president of the Gishold Machine Company, who had previously been 
engaged by the E. P. Allis Company for the purpose of planning 
production methods. Between them they devised special machine 
technique and tools that did much to reduce the cost of manufacture. 
Stock parts of various sizes of engines were built in considerable 
numbers and quick deliveries with low prices were made possible. 

The ever-increasing activities in the copper mines of northern 
Michigan drew Doctor Nordberg into that field. He next made contact 
with the copper mines of Montana, Nevada and Utah, as well as 
those of Arizona and New Mexico. The largest part of the com- 
pany’s business, it was now realized, was with the copper mining 
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companies, as their activities extended into Canada, Mexico and 
South America as well. 

_ The mines of the northern copper country were at one time the 
deepest in the world and required hoisting equipment of magnificent 
dimensions. Examination of the record indicates that most of the 
large hoists operating in that. country were designed directly by 
Doctor Nordberg. Among them was a hoist developed in 1897 for the 
Tamarack Mining Company, capable of winding six thousand feet 
of one and one-half inch wire rope in one minute. London En- 
gineering wrote up this hoist, as did also the Zeitschrift des Vereins 
Deutscher Ingenieure. England used this experience in the construc- 
tion of large winding engines for the South African Diamond mines, 
which ultimately drove to greater depths than the mines of northern 
Michigan. 

The development in 1899 of a quadruple,expansion pump, employ- 
ing the Nordberg regenerative system of feed water heating, gave the 


- company the reputation of being foremost in building equipment 


with high thermal efficiency, a position which the two pumps built 
for the Pennsylvania Water Company held for many years. This 
pump was tested by Professor R.-C. Carpenter and reported upon by 
Professor R. H. Thurston, of Cornell University, and disclosed in a 
paper he read in 1899 before the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers. . 

A quadruple expansion steam engine, driving a compressor for 
the Champion Copper Mining Company, was built in 1902, employing 
the same Nordberg regenerative system. The results of a test on 
this installation brought about much favorable comment among 
engineers. Professor O. P. Hood of the Houghton School of Mines, 
conducted a series of tests and read a paper before the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers in December of 1906, recording 
the remarkable achievement of Doctor Nordberg. 

Handbooks still cite these two examples as ranking foremost in 
the economical use of steam. This system of feed water heating was 
patented in 1903 and a later improvement in 1912. Upon the 
expiration of the patents the system was generally adopted by large 
power generating plants and continues to be a prime factor in bring- 
ing about the outstanding economy of those plants today. 

It soon became apparent to Doctor Nordberg’s clientele that his 
shop facilities were rapidly becoming too small to handle the large 
amount of business which must be placed in the near future. It 
therefore urged him to increase the manufacturing facilities of his 
shops and, spurred by this demand, a site was purchased which is 
the present location of the plant of the Nordberg Manufacturing 
Company. Activities were started on the new site in 1900 and the 
transfer of the entire plant facilities was completed in 1901. 

Doctor Nordberg laid out this plant with an eye toward future 
enlargement, which he knew would come, and space for extensions 
were provided. Each machine tool was arranged with its individual 
motor and the entire plant presented a very:clean and orderly appear- 
ance by discarding all possible use of belt drive. He installed a 
system of voltage control, permitting a large range of speed change 
by means of a four-wire system and the use of ten finger controllers, 
which brought about a voltage variation from 0 to 240 in small 
increments. The floor was honeycombed with outlet boxes to permit 
locating a machine tool wherever desired. When a part to be ma- 
chined was too large or cumbersome to move the tool was moved to 
the job. He provided for a much needed erecting floor with ample 
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height, so that large, massive machinery could be completely erected. 
Some later developments proved that even the forty-five feet height 
provided between the floor and crane hook was insufficient and some 
equipment required setting up in two sections. After the company 
had operated for six or seven years in the new location a gray iron 
foundry was built large enough to provide for filling outside orders. 

One of the first problems to be undertaken in the new plant was 
the building of the first section of what was the world’s largest - 
reciprocating compressor. This section was installed in the power 
plant of the Calumet & Hecla Mining Company in 1901, the last 
section being built in 1907. ; 

Another undertaking which was started just as the new plant 


‘ opened was the building of “compound heads.” This covered an 


improvement in the older*type steam stamp, in that it made opera- 
tion decidedly more economical and eonsiderably increased the out- 
put of each stamp. These stamps are'a form of large steam hammer 
which crushes the ore on an anvil. The northern Michigan market 
seems to have been the only one available for this type of equipment 
and it was saturated by 1916. These stamps operated very success- 
fully and continuously until the beginning of the recent depression. 

In 1908 the development of a pneumatic hoisting system for the 
Anaconda Copper Mining Company resulted in what is perhaps the 
most outstanding engineering accomplishment of Doctor Nordberg. 
The problem was to utilize a limited supply of electrical energy 
generated in a hydro-electric power plant for use in hoisting ore in 
the Butte mining district two hundred sixty miles away. There were 
thirty or more large shafts within a radius of about one mile, each 
employing a hoist of about two thousand horse-power maximum 
capacity for raising ore two thousand eight hundred feet at high 
speed. In addition these mines used an auxiliary hoist. These 
hoists, if electrified, would have attained superimposed peaks in their 
power requirement far in excess of the available energy supplied: by 
the hydro-electric generating plant, although the average load of the 
hoists was well within their limit. It was proposed to operate the 
entire system of hoists by compressed air, the maximum air pressure 
to be ninety pounds per square inch, to correspond with the normal 
pressure of the air system used in the mining operations. The hoists 
were to use compressed air while lifting a load and compress air into 
the system when lowering loads, the air being useful for subsequent 
hoisting. A compressor plant was built composed of four seven 
thousand five hundred cubic feet per minute compressors, each driven 
by a one thousand two hundred horse power synchronous motor. 
Such motors, however, were not self starting in those days and in 
order to bring the motor aud compressor up to speed Doctor Nord- 
berg devised the special valve gear which transformed the com- 
pressor into an engine during the starting period and permitted 
re-conversion to a compressor after proper speed was attained. A 
large air storage system, together with an enormous hydraulic 
accumulator, permitted drawing from the air supply in heavy quan- 
tities without a great change in pressure. This system proved to be 
highly successful and very economical; it is still in operation today. 
A paper prepared by Doctor Nordberg and read before the American 
Institute of Mining Engineers in August of 1913 proved to be a valu- 
able record of this accomplishment. 

In 1916 he designed and built a conical drum hoist for the Quincy 
Mining Company, located at Hancock, Michigan—the world’s deepest 
mine at that time. It had a thirty foot diameter drum, weighing 
516,000 pounds and a winding capacity of thirteen thousand five 
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hundred feet of one and five eighths inch cable, mounted on two “A” 
frames, each of which carried a set of high and low pressure steam 
cylinders, the steam from the low pressure cylinder finally exhausting 
into a spray condenser shell served by a separately driven wet air 
pump. .This hoist taxed the manufacturing capacity of the com- 
pany, but many written descriptions appeared in 1920 regarding this 
engineering achievement which will continue to stand out as a mas- 
terful piece of work. 

In the construction of the motor-driven hoist in 1921, built for 
the Chicago, Wilmington & Franklin Coal Company for their Orient 
Mine No. 2, Doctor Nordberg brought out what became the largest 
electric hoist built in this country. It was driven by two motors 
having a total of four thousand four hundred horse power capacity. 
It served a coal mine and brought to the surface thirteen tons every 
trip, making three and a quarter trips every minute from a depth of 
~ about six hundred feet. ZY 

In 1913 an entirely automatic set of two hoists were built for 
the Inspiration Copper Mining Company, Miami, Arizona, this equip- 
ment hoisting twenty thousand tons of ore every twenty-four hours. 
This noteworthy installation made proper use of regeneration in a 
purely electrical installation, in which the normally wasted energy of 
braking on one hoist was employed to accelerate the other hoist. 
A paper read before the American Institute of Mining Engineers in 
1916 by H. Kenyon Burch records this achievement. A large semi- 
automatic hoist was built for the same mining company in 1923 which 
employed remote control, as do self-service elevators. 

In 1912 Doctor Nordberg created and built a steam Uniflow 
engine which had unique characteristics and was the forerunner of 
an important development in the United States. The engine under- 
went very complete tests at the plant of the Nordberg Manufacturing 
Company. While a Corliss type engine was originally contemplated, 
it soon became apparent that here was a field that required the 
poppet valves of Doctor Nordberg’s earlier development. A line of 
very successful engines was developed. In 1915 he created a large 
engine of this type for the Youngstown Sheet & Tube Company, 
which resulted in building several of the largest Uniflow engines in 
the United States. Doctor Nordberg took out a number of patents 
on valve improvements during this development. 

Seeking to enter the oil engine field, his company began to de- 
velop a low compression engine in 1918, but finally abandoned this 
for a high compression, solid injection unit, and in this field is a 
pioneer. While he did not personally follow this development, he 
entered into a license with Carels Freres, of Ghent, Belgium, in 1914, 
for the building of Diesel engines and placed this development upon 
the shoulders of his son. Following the closing of the license agree- 
ment this country was promptly cut off from Belgium by the out- 
break of the first World War. The development of Diesel engines, 
therefore, had to be carried on without the help of the licensor and 
in the absence of any experience, excepting that of the small engine 
developed the year before. With the faith its clientele had in the 
ability of his company to carry out any project it undertook to build, 
it was flooded with orders for Diesel engines. His company was then 
building the largest Diesel engines in the country and these were 
installed at an elevation exceeding anything so far attempted. They 
operated successfully with a fuel which was not believed to be pos- 
sible of successful use, and thus his name was linked with an impor- 
tant advance in engineering. He patented several improvements in 
this field, indicating an active mind even in affairs outside his direct 
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interest. At the end of the war his company undertook to build an 
even larger Diesel with the experience gained. This new engine, 
installed in 1919, proved itself even more successful than its prede- 
cessor, but the oncoming depression discouraged further development. 

The first World War brought on new problems, such as the build- 
ing of special compressors for hydrogen, nitrogen, helium and oxygen. 
This was a field in which Doctor Nordberg excelled, if indeed there 
was a field his genius favored more than another. In 1916 he con- 
ferred with Doctor Herreshoff as to the requirements to be met in 
a hydrogen compressing problem and launched on a design with 
characteristic enthusiasm. After building a pilot plant and putting 
this unit to a series of tests, other compressors were built, increas- 
ing step by step in size, until finally a unit was produced in which 
the combined compressor, pump and circulator were in such size as 
to absorb about ten thousand horse-power. In the interest of attain- 
ing extremely low temperatures for chemical industry he developed 
- an expander engine which produced an unusual depressed tempera- 
ture range by the simple expedient of an improved valve structure 
with the neeessary driving mechanism. 

In half a century the company has grown.from the small second 
floor rented quarters with six employees building a single product 
to a plant which now covers forty acres, employing over thirty-five 
hundred men. During this time it has built a very large variety of 
products and has maintained its reputation for building economical 
prime movers. Its mining hoists may be found in almost all cor- 
ners of the globe and the use of its compressors and large blowing 
engines is almost as well distributed. Its crushers and screens have 
a world-wide reputation and may be found in most countries of the 
world. Seventy-five per cent of all the copper ore crushed for smelt- 
ing in the United States passes through its crushers. The capacity 
of the Nordberg Manufacturing Company to build large equipment 
has called for unusual engineering ability, which has been taken 
advantage of by its large clientele, and has led to the use of its en- 
gineering facilities to create new products during slack seasons, which 
has greatly stabilized the general flow of business. 

Doctor Nordberg has consistently maintained a policy of building 
well and of concluding a problem successfully. The engineering 
talents of his company grew, so that almost imperceptibly the great 
work of Doctor Nordberg was inculcated in all who worked for the 
Nordberg Manufacturing Company. Attracted by his accomplish- 
ments, able engineering talent was continually drawn into the com- 
pany and his inspiration has led it forward. It was invited into the 
development of special machinery and always the energy of Doctor 
Nordberg led it to greater accomplishment. 

Doctor Nordberg enjoyed an international reputation in the en- 
gineering profession and on two occasions traveled to Hurope—once 
in 1914 and again in 1921. In both instances he was received with 
high acclaim by engineers of the Scandinavian countries, as well as 
France, Belgium and Germany. It is interesting that while in Ger- 
many he should meet one of his Milwaukee friends, Ernest Rein, of 
Droop & Rein, with whom he had spent many nights in the shop in 
the basement of his home, constructing machine parts and otherwise 
mutually enhancing their experience and knowledge of mechanical 
things.» ~ 

Association with Dr. Nordberg left broadening influences upon 
his friends. The young in particular were favored by his interest 
and sought his counsel. Precious to him indeed were the many 
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testimonials from these boys whom he had advised and in many cases 
directed in their work, which led to their later success. 

His many achievements were the result of hard work and long 
hours, but accomplishment. was a great source of satisfaction to him. 
His busy days and home studies furnished his entertainment. He 
enjoyed visiting with men of accomplishment and did not differentiate 
between one who had risen to an exalted position and a man in the 
shops. 

Many honors were conferred upon Doctor Nordberg and as early 
as 1891 the French Academy awarded him a medal for his out- 
standing inventions. He was a member of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers and of the American Institute of Mining En- 
gineers. In 1923 the University of Michigan conferred upon him an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering, in absentia. 

Only after the organization of the Nordberg Manufacturing Com- 
pany was completed did Doctor Nordberg take his first vacation. His 
recreation was sailing and the various fine sail yachts he owned 
successively represented an expression of his deep love of the sea and 
acknowledged a spirit which was continually seeking new shores to 
explore. He was a member of the Milwaukee Yacht Club. 

He spent one whole vacation on his schooner Merlin, writing 
the text of a treatise on air compressors, most of which was pub- 
lished as a company bulletin. He wrote interesting descriptive letters 
in a manner quite his own, which the recipient invariably spoke of 
with great admiration. He wrote few papers on technical subjects, 
but his “The Compressed Air System of the Anaconda Copper Mining 
Co., Butte, Mont.,” presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Institute of Mining Engineers, is an outstanding contribution to 
engineering. 

He went to painstaking effort to produce an accurate unpublished 
table of atmospheric pressure changes for variation in elevations, 
including pressure volume and temperature functions of compressed 
air for multistage compression. His engineering notes are a marvel 
of terseness and information. At one time he set aside time for home 
study of French and became so adept in its written use that a visitor 
from France, to whom he had previously written, could not under- 
stand how one could write so well and understand so little spoken 
French. Naval architecture was a hobby and he designed yachts in 
his leisure time, carrying the designs through to the mathematical 
stability-determination and a final model. Music always had a deep 
influence on him and he often spent an hour at a time at an organ, 
violin, French horn, or even an accordion. His many accomplish- 
ments were a constant surprise to his friends. His book-lined library 
covers many subjects, the well-thumbed volumes bearing mute testi- 
mony of his interest in channels quite aside from technical matters. 
One may also find a series of letters written to Doctor Nordberg by 
friends and by young men who recall his wise counsel and willing 
help. 

The chemical laboratory in his home was the scene of many hours 
of pleasurable toil to determine metallurgical alloys that would bring 
new uses of known elements to the world and to enlarge his under- 
standing of their limitations or manufacturing peculiarities. There 
also are the remains of some apparatus built to bring another form 
of prime mover or electrical motor or generator into being, or rem- 
nants of what perhaps represents too much enthusiasm in a device 
of limited possibilities—for a laboratory holds many secret idols and 
disappointments. A machine shop in his home was the scene of 
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activities in building some models of details forming parts of a 
mechanical device, a compressor or pump, or perhaps some device to 
facilitate handling his sail yacht. 

He served as president of the Nordberg Manufacturing Company 
from 1912 to the beginning of 1924, and at that time became chair- 
man of the board of directors. He died at his home in Milwaukee 
on October 30, 1924, following two years of failing health. He was 
sixty-six years of age. 

On September 26, 1882, he was united in marriage with Helena 
Hinze, a daughter of Edward and Henrietta (Klamann) Hinze, of 
Milwaukee, who died January 17, 1942. Two sons were born to this 
union. Bruno V. E. Nordberg, born March 26, 1884, mechanical 
engineer, University of Wisconsin, 1907, now executive engineer of 
the Nordberg Manufacturing Company, who married Desiree Conradi, 
a native of Finland, and who has two children, Barbara D. and 
Bruno, V. Nordberg. Herbert E. E. Nordberg, born January 26, 
1886, died unmarried in 1916. 

At no time in his active life did sickness interrupt his work. 
Before he passed away he had missed only the last three weeks of 
his life as an active executive. He was one of the few men who 
relied upon his ingenuity to keep ahead: of engineering achievement 
and only in a comparatively few instances did he patent his new 
ideas. In spite of this, however, he had eighty-one patents to his 
credit. 


BRUNO ViIcToR EDWARD NORDBERG, executive engineer of the 
Nordberg Manufacturing Company of Milwaukee, of which city he 
is a native son, was born March 26, 1884, his parents being Bruno 
V. and Helena (Hinze) Nordberg. His father was born and edu- 
eated in Finland. His mother was born in Milwaukee and educated 
there as well. The small home in which he was born still stands on 
Highland Avenue, Milwaukee, from which his parents moved into 
larger quarters while the boy was still at an early age. 

The boy’s freedom was tempered by the fact that his younger 
brother was an invalid and this fact kept them together most of 
the time. The father, whose biography appears elsewhere in this 
volume, was deeply engrossed in his work and the boys had little 
contact with him. A few years later, however, Doctor Nordberg 
established a business and built his own home near the edge of 
Milwaukee, at 757 Washington Street, where he also had his office, 
and where his inventive genius produced many new products. Here 
the family found happiness and comfort and the boys had ample 
opportunity to be out-of-doors. To encourage them to remain indoors 
in the evening the mother read to them and the father from the 
Fairy Tales of Hans Andersen, of Grimm or from the works of 
Jules Verne. 

Here, also, young Nordberg found his early friends, most of 
whom became well-known citizens of Milwaukee in later life. In 
fair weather the games of the boys were of the usual kind, but when 
confined to their home the mechanical tools of the father were brought 
into use and an early appreciation and knowledge of their application 
was obtained. An incident during his very early life aroused the 
father’s attention to the fact that he would probably follow in his 
footsteps. While the mother’s attention was elsewhere in her very 
busy life the boy took a complicated lock from the door and spread 
its entire mechanism over the kitchen table, only to leave it in this 
condition while he ran off to play with his comrades. The mother, 
finding this hopeless cmfusion of parts, called upon an engineer 
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working in her husband’s study to help her reassemble the lock, but 
apparently they were unable to make a success of this. When the 
five-year-old boy returned home he assured his mother that there 
was no need to worry and proceeded to reassemble and install the 
lock with ease and facility that was reassuring. 

The boy Nordberg began grammar school at the age of seven. 
He was an average scholar in school, cooperative when influenced by 
understanding and kindness, stubborn and indifferent when treated 
harshly, but backward to a fault under new surroundings and sensitive 
to adverse criticism. His backwardness puzzled his teachers, who 
found it easier to overlook him than to try to correct this fault. 
When he reached the seventh grade, however, his teacher set about 
to encourage the boy to assert himself. He showed a keen interest 
in physics, so he was placed to lead the class in a competitive “‘spell- 
down” arrangement. Thus aroused, he displayed unusual capabilities 
and helped his schoolmates in their comprehension of this science, 
while there grew a desire in him to learn more of this. 

He graduated from grammar school in 1899. His high school, 
which followed immediately, kept him extremely busy, as his father 
desired him to absorb all the cultural studies he could, but he did not 
assimilate these readily. Latin, German and French were taught him 
in addition to literature and history, as well as the preparatory sub- 
jects for his engineering education to follow. So large a study 
program and the difficulty of mastering the cultural subjects required 
close application to his studies and, as is usual, such efforts were 
rewarded in furnishing the training he needed for the future. He 
took no part in the athletic activities of the school, although he might 
have profited thereby. His mother insisted upon his taking up music, 
and he became moderately proficient at the piano. He attended the 
opera whenever the occasion presented itself and his love of music 
led him to attempt musical compositions which, however, he kept 
carefully hidden... High school entertainments interested him little. 
His self-made entertainment was of a nature which exercised the 
imagination and he developed those sports which he and his comrades 
enjoyed. It displayed an expression of independence and satisfied 
his desire of attainment which the prescribed social functions of 
high school could not. It developed his self-reliance and provided a 
well-filled day with little to bore him. Busy from dawn to bedtime, 
he enjoyed the strenuous physical exertion so necessary to a growing 
boy. Nor was rainy weather a hindrance to the complete employment 
of his faculties, as his home was always filled with a host of neigh- 
boring friends whose rough, boisterous sports were sometimes trying 
upon his mother. 

During this period he came in contact with many immigrants, to 


‘whom his father opened his home and for whom he provided until 


they became self-supporting. The lad acquired a speaking knowledge 
of several languages and an insight into the customs and ways of 
foreign countries. His home life was enviable indeed, but he lacked 
experience away from home. This followed upon his graduation 
from high school in 1908. 

He entered the College of Engineering of the University of Wis- 
consin in the fall of the same year. Even the first month gave him 
a sense of self-reliance which was as important to him as the curricular 
studies the college provided. He had chosen a roommate who had 
those characteristics which he lacked and this happy comradeship 
lasted throughout his life. More retiring than in his home and with 
a desire to be hidden from notice, he devoted himself wholeheartedly 
to his studies. It was fortunate, perhaps, that the young men chose 
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to room at 708 Langdon Street, and they were entirely unaware of 
the fact that this was known to be a “rough house.” Disturbances 
occurred at frequent intervals and many “hazing parties” were di- 
rected against his roommate, who had the faculty of making himself 
conspicuous. 

.Young Nordberg visited his home in Milwaukee infrequently and 
soon became resigned to a college career. Following the first semester 
the young men changed lodgings to 615 State Street, where it was 
much less distracting and their freshman year closed quietly. 

It was during the summer vacation preceding his sophomore 
year that he met his future bride, Desiree Conradi. Born in Finland, 
she was enroute to her new home in California with her mother and 
stopped for a short stay at his father’s home. The young people were 
attracted to one another quickly and though they did not meet again 
until four years later, they kept up a lively correspondence. 

During his sophomore year many new friendships were made, but 
the more difficult mathematical course required diligent application. 
Military training was also part of the first two years’ requirements 
and it was a source of satisfaction to take part in the drill each week. 
He finished his second year with a better scholastic standing and 
greater confidence in the future. However, the realization that the 
coming year would prove even more trying than the past led to the 
breaking up of the partnership of Nordberg with his roommate. 

Entering his junior year, we find him lodged at West Johnson 
Street. New friends, however, were quickly found and his stricter 
application to his studies was occasionally interrupted by his new- 
found friends’ attempt to interest him in social entertainments. He 
took part in this only seldom, as it did not interest him. He finished 
his third year with a better scholastic record but was not an out- 
standing student. 

His senior year gave him more time for himself but was associated 
‘with a preparation for his thesis, which included the testing of a 
newly-started power plant at La Crosse, Wisconsin, and the review 
and calculation of the data which he and his three associates collected. 
The thesis, “Results of a Test of a Steam Turbine Plant,” only 
strengthened his antipathy towards the steam turbine. He graduated 
in June of 1907 with the degree of Bachelor of Science in mechanical 
engineering. 

In September of the same year he entered the employ of the 
Nordberg Manufacturing Company. He had spent part of his vaca- 
tions during 1905 and 1906 in the shops of that company to obtain 
the required credits necessary to his college degree, so it was not an 
entirely new experience to him. He started again on the shop floor 
and after several months was transferred to the engineering depart- 
ment as a draftsman. He was given the opportunity to design a 
compressor and to determine the characteristics of governors. Soon 
thereafter he helped in the design of a large and very special hoisting 
engine. This was followed by his taking over the design of a large, 
deep well pump for the city of El Paso. He was given the opportunity 
to visit the site of this pump only to find that the ten-foot diameter 
well, bored through quicksand, could not be kept in alignment and 
the project was abandoned. 

It was during this trip that he again visited his future bride, 
Miss Conradi, who was attending school at the time. It was also his 
first long trip away from home and travel opened his eyes to many 
new ideals. Upon his return to Milwaukee, after an absence of two 
months, he felt better equipped to judge his aims and desires and 
was reassured that his future lay in the work he had originally chosen. 
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In 1908 the Anaconda Copper Mining Company placed a problem 
before the Nordberg Manufacturing Company requiring the collect- 
ing of a large amount of data and several tests of the hoisting engines 
in the mining camp at Butte, Montana. For four months young 
Nordberg applied himself with credit. The result of the investigation 
led to the building of thirty-six huge hoisting engines and a large 
compressor plant with an air distribution system which is still in 
operation and is a credit to all who took part in its planning and 
building. It required the transmission of a large amount of power 
from Great Falls, Montana, generated by hydraulic turbines, to Butte, 
Montana, where the power was converted to compressed air for use 
in hoisting copper ore from the mine workings over 2500 feet below 
the ground. Later a further development of such a hoisting system 
led to an application for letters patent by young Nordberg on an 


. improved air accumulator arrangement, but his efforts were directed 


into new fields and he abandoned the application. 

Late in 1908 he was sent to the Ahmeek Mining Company to 
design a new type steam stamp, which was so satisfactory that it 
displaced the demand for other types. However, the experience he 
obtained in erecting and starting of large equipment was the real 
beginning of Nordberg’s rapid rise. He was sent to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company depot in Pittsburgh, ostensibly to adjust a gov- 
ernor, only to find upon his arrival that the governor was securely 
boxed and that the compressor, to which it belonged, had yet to be 
installed. Nothing daunted, he set about to unload the machinery 
from the cars and erect the 400-cubic-foot compressor without 
previous experience in that line. It was set up and running within a 
reasonable period. This was closely followed by an erecting job of 
a larger compressor in the fall of 1910 at Mount Vernon, Illinois. 
This only increased his desire for such work, for here was an op- 
portunity to carry to completion an entire job with only himself to 
rely upon. It also called for the superintendence of a group of men. 

The following year the design and building of the first uniflow 
engine in the United States was undertaken, and while Mr. Nordberg 
was out on the road on other work at the time of its design, he was 
called upon to carry on extensive tests and make what improvements 
he could. This was completed in 1912 and he then undertook to sell 
the unit to the city of Cedarburg, Wisconsin, on a guaranteed per- 
formance basis, which was readily exceeded and proved more efficient 
than the small turbine it replaced. This unit is described in engineer- 
ing handbooks and was an important engineering contribution. 

When in 1918 the Nordberg Manufacturing Company launched 
upon a program to build oil engines, Nordberg was placed in charge 
of its trials, which resulted in his specializing in that field. We find 
him developing a new two-cycle, pre-combustion chamber Diesel 
engine, on which he holds several patents. He was placed in charge 
of the oil engine department as manager and personally supervised 
the starting of the first engine in regular service. The problems were 
manifold at the time, as tiiere was no experience upon which to base 
its development. In his new capacity he was required to build up a 
separate department to carry on the selling and servicing of oil 
engines, take care of the engineering involving details of construction, 
the chemistry of the fuel used by the engine and of the materials 
employed in its manufacture. 

In 1914 the Nordberg Manufacturing Company decided to go 
into the building of large Diesel engines and in June of that year 
Mr. Nordberg went abroad to study the engine built by Carel Freres 
in Ghent, Belgium, with whom a license agreement had been closed. 
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These studies were complicated by the fact that French was the 
language of that country and all information must be gleaned in 
that language. In addition to spending the day in the shops of Carel, 
he made out daily reports of his findings and found time to attend a 
Berlitz school of languages. After many weeks of intensive work he 
decided to go to Bucharest, Roumania, where a very large Diesel 
' engine was being erected and started for the first time. Enroute to 
Roumania, Germany attacked and overran Belgium, closing that 
country from communication with the United States. Much of the 
material Mr. Nordberg had collected was confiscated by the German 
government and when he returned to the United States in October 
of that year he had only that to work with which he had picked up 
in his contacts with the Carel‘ personnel. 

The Nordberg Manufacturing Company became very busy during 
the preparation for the war which followed with the building of 
Diesel engines and to him belongs the credit for having so completely 
absorbed the necessary knowledge to make possible the successful 
construction of the largest Diesel engines in the country at that time. 
The impossibility to obtain proper fuels for the engine added to his 
troubles. It was difficult enough to attempt to reproduce the materials 
used abroad with substitutes which were offered during these trying 
times, but this had to be done in large quantities on engines which 
were essential to the war effort, so the tests proved to be strenuous, 
indeed. All engines built at that time are still in operation. Many 
patents were granted him on improvements in the Diesel field. 

He planned many. new models and placed his company as leader 
in the field of Diesel engines. In 1920 he was appointed sales manager 
of his company, which lasted through a depression and left him ill 
and worn. It was deemed advisable to return to engineering, in 
which, after all, he was most proficient. He was relieved of business 
worries in 1922 and became executive engineer of the company, 
which position he still holds. 

He thereafter went into the field to search out new problems or 
solve those which were troublesome. Many patents on various types 
of equipment followed, but the Diesel engine still remained his chosen 
field. He interested the marine field in his Diesels but was unable 
to see one installed on a ship. 

In 1938 the need for conservation of natural gas brought on the 
demand for the conversion of the Nordberg Diesel engine from an 
oil burning engine to one which will burn gas, and here he placed 
a new cycle and method in use. The patents granted him are funda- 
mental and basic and he is known as having contributed the most 
outstanding improvement in the Diesel engine since mechanical injec- 
tion was proposed and used. He has followed this with an improve- 
ment by again returning to the compressor field with a device to 
vary the capacity of a constant speed compressor in infinite number 
of steps. 

Mr. Nordberg has spent much time and effort in attempting to 
improve the position of his profession as a member of the Engineers 
Society of Milwaukee, of which he was acting president for one year 
and president for the year following. He is a member of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers, Society of Automotive Engineers, Wisconsin So- 
ciety of Professional Engineers, National Society of Professional 
Engineers, Northeast Institution of Shipbuilders and Marine En- 
gineers, Verein Deutche Inginieure, ‘American Interprofessional In- 
stitute, and the Society of American Military Engineers. He was 
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recommended to the Interstate Commerce Commission by the 
engineers of several cities of Wisconsin and appointed a member of 
the Wisconsin Board of Examiners for Architects and Professional 
Engineers and has served on this board for five years, being elected 
vice chairman for the last two years. In the midst of a very busy life 
he has found time to devote to civic affairs and was appointed member 
of the sewerage commission of the city of Milwaukee in 1927 and 
still serves today as vice chairman of the board. 

He is an enthusiastic sailor and is a member of both the Milwaukee 
Yacht Club and the South Shore Yacht Club. He has sailed with his 
father in five different boats since he was eight years old. 

He designed and built a fifty-five-foot trisail ketch which was the 
outstanding boat on the Great Lakes. He has recently acquired a 
famous M class sloop designed and built by Herreschoff on which 
he hopes to race and cruise during his summer vacations. 

In 1909, in Milwaukee, Mr. Nordberg married Aina Desiree 


‘Conradi, who was born in Finland. Two children from this marriage 


are: Barbara, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and now 
the wife of Craig H. Mosier, an attorney of Waterloo, lowa, and the 
mother of two children, Sandra and Craig; and Bruno Victor II, 
who attended the University of Wisconsin for one year and later 
enlisted in the United States Navy, entering the naval training course 
of Marquette University, from which he graduated as Bachelor of 
Science of mechanical engineering in 1944. From there he went to 
Asbury Park to the Pre-Midshipman School and is now attending 
the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. 


EpGAR GEORGE DOUDNA, educator, author and lecturer, has been 
closely identified with the intellectual development of Wisconsin all 
through the present century, having taken up the teaching profession 
in this state in 1900. He is today secretary of the board of regents 
of the Normal Schools of Wisconsin and has been director of teacher 
training since 1928. 

Born in Viola, Wisconsin, September 21, 1877, a son of William 
F. and Mary (Brewer) Doudna, he traces his ancestry back to one 
John Doudna who when a mere lad was impressed in the British 
Navy, in which he was made to serve until he attained his majority. 
He landed at Quebec with the British forces in 1759 and from Can- 
ada made his way to North Carolina, where he engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits. Later members of the Doudna family, leaving the 
old North State, took up their abode in the fertile valleys of Ohio, 
and in Belmont County, that state, Isaac Doudna, grandfather of 
Edgar G. Doudna, was born and reared, but prior to the Civil War 
he removed with his family to Marshall township, Richland County, 
Wisconsin. Three of his sons, John, Elmer and Benjamin, enlisted 
in the defense of the Union in the War between the States. Benja- 
min was killed in the battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas. 

William F. Doudna, son of Isaac Doudna and father of E. G. 
Doudna, was born in Belmont County, Ohio, in 1854 and was there- 
fore quite young when the family home was established in Wiscon- 
sin. He engaged in commercial pursuits at Viola and at Richland 
Center, dealing in hardware, and he also devoted a portion of his 
time to farming. He wedded Mary Brewer, who was born in Lon- 
don, England, in 1854 and was but a year old when brought to the 
United States by her parents, who first settled in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and subsequently established their home in Richland County, Wis- 
consin, where her father, James Brewer, owned land, which he 
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carefully cultivated. He was a native of Oxford, England. William 
IF’, Doudna continued his residence in Richland County until his death 
in 1921; 

Edgar George Doudna took up the profession of teaching when 
quite young. He attended and was graduated from the State Normal 
School at Platteville, Wisconsin, as a member of the class of 1900 
and in 1916 he gained his Bachelor of Philosophy degree at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. In 1926 Lawrence College at Appleton con- 
ferred on him the honorary Master of Arts degree and in 1948 
Milton College conferred the Doctor of Literature degree. In 1901 
he secured the position of principal of the high school at Sextonville, 
Wisconsin, where he remained until 1903. In that year he became 
teacher of English in the high schools of Dodgeville, Wisconsin, 
where he spent four years. In 1907-08 he was principal of the high 
school at Watertown, Wisconsin, and at Richland Center he was 
superintendent of schools from 1908 until 1916. The succeeding two 
years until 1918 were spent as head of the English department of 
the State Teachers College at Eau Claire, and from 1918 until 1923 
he was superintendent of schools at Wisconsin Rapids. In the latter 
year he was chosen as secretary of the Wisconsin Teachers Associa- 
tion, a newly formed organization which succeeded the old Teachers’ 
Association and was seeking a man of learning and executive ability 
to manage its affairs and promote its development. Such a one was 
found in Mr. Doudna, who worked most efficiently along those lines 
until 1928 and at the same time was editor of the Wisconsin Journal 
of Education. With his retirement from that position Mr, Doudna 
took up his present work as secretary of the board of regents of the 
Normal Schcols of Wisconsin and director of teacher training, and 
has most creditably filled the position for sixteen years. His ideals 
are high, his methods practical and the results achieved constitute 
a valuable contribution to educational advancement in the state. 
Always a lover of music, Mr. Doudna in 1909, while principal of the 
high school at Richland Center, organized and was the first director 
of a high school band, now the oldest such organization in the United 
States. Mr. Doudna and four members of the original band joined 
members of the present organization in celebration of the thirty- 
fourth anniversary of its founding. 

Mr. Doudna is identified with leading organizations promoting 
educational activity and progress, having membership in the Na- 
tional Education Association, of which he is a trustee, the Wisconsin 
Education Association and the National Council of English Teach- 
ers and he belongs to the Wisconsin Historical Society. He has writ- 
ten largely for the benefit of his profession and is well known as 
the author of Our Wisconsin, a school history of the state, published 
in 1918; Owr Government, 1940, and various articles on Wisconsin 
for encyclopedias, newspapers and other publications. He is also 
widely known as a lecturer on educational subjects. 

Mr. Doudna’s fraternity is Phi Delta Kappa. He belongs to the 
Masonic order, in which he has taken the thirty-second degree of 
the Scottish Rite, and is a Rotarian, having served as district gover- 
nor of the thirteenth district in 1935-36. His political allegiance is 
given the Democratic party and his religious connection is with the 
Congregational church. 

On the 22d of December, 1903, Mr. Doudna was married to Car- 
rie Parnell, daughter of John Parnell, of Platteville, Wisconsin, 
where she attended the city schools, continuing her education at the 
Normal School, from which she was graduated in 1900. For three 
years prior to her marriage she taught at Sextonville and she was 
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active in the Eastern Star Chapter of Richland Center, of which 
she served as matron. Mr. and Mrs. Doudna became parents of two 
children, William Lester, born February 21, 1905; and Dorothy, born 
in 1915 and now deceased. William L. attended the University of 
Wisconsin and is now news editor on the Wisconsin State Journal of 
Madison. He married Josephine Rundell, of Brooklyn Center, and 
they have a son, Billy. The family residence is at 2017 Monroe Street, 
Madison, while Mr. Doudna has his office in the Capitol building. 


Most REVEREND PAUL PETER RHODE, Catholic bishop of Green Bay, 
directed the work of the church in this See from September 29, 1915, 
until his death March 1, 1945. A celebration was held on the occasion 
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his appointment, which was the 
expression of the great love and veneration of his people for him. A 
further distinction was given him at this time, for Pope Pius XI in 
September, 1933, conferred upon him the papal honor of assistant 
to the Pontifical Throne. 

Born in Wejherowe, Poland, September 16, 1871, Bishop Rhode 
was a son of August and Christine Rhode. He was only eleven months 
old when his father died and a lad of seven when he accompanied his 
mother to the United States. Reared in Chicago, he pursued his early 
education in St. Stanislaus parochial school and afterward had 
thorough classical training in St. Ignatius College of that city and in 
St. Mary’s College of Kentucky. He completed his theological studies 
in St. Francis Seminary in Milwaukee and was there ordained to the 
priesthood on June 17, 1894, by the Most Rev. Frederick X. Katzer, 
D.D., Archbishop of Milwaukee. : 

Bishop Rhode’s first appointment was that of assistant pastor at 
St. Adalbert’s parish in Chicago; where he was located from June 17%, 
1894 to 1895. He then organized and became first pastor of SS. Peter 
and Paul parish in Chicago, continuing his labors there until 1897, 
when he was transferred to St. Michael’s parish in South Chicago. 
His zealous effort resulted in the building of the church that is still the 
house of worship of that parish. In 1908 he was notified of his 
appointment as auxiliary bishop of Chicago and titular bishop of 
Barca by Pope Pius X. He was consecrated bishop by Archbishop 
James E. Quigley of Chicago. While serving as auxiliary bishop he 
continued as pastor of St..Michael’s parish until 1915. On the 15th of 
July of that year came his appointment as bishop of Green Bay by 
Pope Benedict XV and he took possession of his See on the 29th of 
September, 1915. 

Bishop Rhode’s arrival in Green Bay was made the occasion of a 
well remembered celebration. He had been accompanied from Chi- 
cago by a large delegation of Catholic clergy and these were joined by 
others from Milwaukee and other Wisconsin cities after he had crossed 
the border on the special train that bore him to his new field. At each 
place he was extended a cordial welcome which culminated in his 
welcome to Grecn Bay by the city’s mayor, Hon. Winford Abrams and 
by Hon. P. H. Martin on behalf of the Catholic laity, who in other 
places all along the line, as well as the clergy, had honored their new 
bishop. The continuous and carefully directed etforts of Bishop Rhode 
have brought notable results. 

One of his first activities was the establishment of the Green Bay 
Apostolate, which under his direction performed outstanding social 
service in the care of the poor, the unfortunate and those who have 
seemed unable to resist the forces of evil. He created the Diocesan 
Department of Education for the supervision of all Catholic schools 
endeavoring to train more Catholic youths for useful and productive 
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lives. - Vacation schools are conducted, supplying religious training 
to those children who do not attend regular parochial schools. During 
his administration he established the Central Catholic high school for 
boys and reorganized St. Joseph’s high school for girls in Green Bay; 
built nineteen other schools and established twenty new parishes in 
the diocese. 

Bishop Rhode enlarged St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylum at Green Bay, 
which is one of the outstanding institutions of this nature in Wis- 
consin. It now furnishes shelter and care to more than three hundred 
and fifty children. There have been two additional buildings erected 
and all have been modernized and improved so as to facilitate in the 
largest possible measure this work for the dependent little ones. For 
those children who require special care because of physical ailments 
Bishop Rhode made possible the Crippled Children’s School at Robin- 
sonville. A Catholic boarding school for children whose homes are 
in localities where no parish school exists was purchased by him from 
the Government and is now called the Guardian Angel Boarding School 
at Oneida. 

Bishop Rhode also promoted the McCormick Memorial Home for 
the Aged, where elderly people are provided with all their needs. He 
greatly furthered the work of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, 
which has as its local center the Allouez community house and audi- 
torium and which unites the women of the diocese into one organization 
for religious, cultural and social work. Another outstanding accom- 
plishment of Bishop Rhode was the establishment of the Catholie Girls 
Camp near Shawano on Loon Lake, which furnishes accommodations 
for about one hundred girls. He also reorganized the Leo Benevolent 
Association for retired and ailing priests. He built a chapel in the 
Allouez cemetery. 

In 1944 Bishop Rhode celebrated his fiftieth year of priesthood. 
In his opening address following his arrival in Green Bay, Bishop 
Rhode said that he felt ‘a bishop should be both father and pastor to 
the faithful—a father in kindness, in goodness, a father in watchful- 
ness, in care and in self-sacrifice; a bishop should be the pastor and 
should be devoted to the loved sheep in the fold of Christ. He must 
lead them to pasture, must see to their nourishment and their refresh- 
ment, as a good shepherd he must watch over his flock and guard them 
against the wolves of infidelity and vice. He must be willing to leave 
the ninety-nine and to seek the one and regain it unto God.” That 
he lived thus is known to all who in any way came in contact with 
Bishop Rhode, and under his guidance Green Bay became one of the 
strongest and most stable of the Catholic Sees in the country, 

Bishop Rhode died at the age of seventy-three in the Mercy Hos- 
pital at Oshkosh, on March 8, 1945. He had been in failing health 
for several years. Funeral services were held on Thursday, March 8, 
at ten A. M., in the St. Francis Xavier Cathedral. The requiem mass 
was sung by Archbishop Moses E. Kiley, of Milwaukee. Bishop Bona 
preached the sermon. 

The Most Rev. Stanislaus V. Bona, a former Chicagoan, who had 
been appointed coadjutor to Bishop Rhode on December 2, 1944, auto- 
matically succeeded him. Bishop Bona formerly occupied the See 
of Grand Island, Nebraska. 


THE MOST REVEREND STANISLAUS VINCENT BONA, D. D., formerly 
Bishop of Grand Island, Nebraska, was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
October 1, 1888, a son of John and Catherine (Smigiel) Bona. He 
was educated at St. Stanislaus College, Chicago, where he received 
his B. A. degree in 1905; at the American College in Rome from 
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1907 to 1913, where he received his Ph. D., D. D. and J. C. L., and 
was ordained to the priesthood November 1, 1912. He served as curate 
at St. Barbara’s Church, Chicago, from 1912 to 1916; as resident 
chaplain of the House of Correction, Chicago, 1916-18; professor of 
languages at Quigley Preparatory Seminary, Chicago, 1918-22; pastor 
of St. Casimir’s parish, Chicago, 1922-81; was made a Very Rev. 
Monsignor in 1931; consecrated Bishop of Grand Island, Nebraska, 
February 25, 1932 (had been appointed Bishop on December 18, - 
1931). On December 1, 1944, he was appointed coadjutor bishop of 
Green Bay with the titular See of Mela. Bishop Rhode was one of the 
co-consecrators of Bishop Bona in 1932. Bishop Bona was installed 
as coadjutor bishop January 18, 1945, and automatically succeeded 
Bishdp Rhode to the See of Green Bay on March 8, 1945, the day on 
which Bishop Rhode died. 


VERY REV. DELBERT W. BASCHE, who is chancellor of the Green 
Bay diocese, was born in Green Bay, December 22, 1904. His parents, 
William and Elizabeth (Beyer) Basche, are also natives of Green Bay 
and: now reside at 421 East Mason Street. The father, who was a 
railroad man during his entire active business life, died on October 16, 
1948, at the age of seventy-two. His wife is still living at seventy 
years of age. They became the parents of four children. Madeline, 
who was born March 22, 1901, is now the wife of Lester M. Nelson, 
deputy collector of Federal Income Tax, and they have four children, 
Robert, aged nineteen, in the armed forces, Thomas, aged fourteen, 
Suzanne, ten, and John, six years of age. Delbert W. Basche is the 
second of the family. Dorothy, born in July, 1906, is the wife of 
Frederick Lamont, proprietor of a drug store in Green Bay, and they 
have three children: James, five, Frederick, three, and Mary, one year 
of age respectively. The youngest of the family is William Jr., who 
was born in July, 1915, and is now a staff sergeant in the United States 
Army, serving his country during World War II. He married Ruth 
Sands in October, 1944. 

In his early youth Father Basche attended St. Francis Xavier’s 
school in Green Bay and afterward studied in St. Lawrence College at 
Mount Calvary, Wisconsin. He spent some time as traffic officer of 
Green Bay when twenty years of age and he also played semi-pro- 
fessional baseball during the summer months while he was in college. 
Following his graduation from St. Lawrence College he transferred 
to St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis, Wisconsin, where he devoted 
two years to the study of philosophy and four years to the study of 
theology, there winning his Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees. He 
was ordained to the priesthood February 25, 1931, by Bishop Paul 
Peter Rhode in St. Francis Cathedral and was assigned to St. Mary’s 
parish at Appleton, Wisconsin, as assistant pastor, there remaining 
until June, 1932, when he was appointed chancellor and secretary to 
Bishop Rhode of the Green Bay diocese. 

Monsignor Basche is a fourth degree member of the Knights of 
Columbus, and he finds diversion from his church duties in various 
outdoor sports, particularly enjoying golf, hunting and fishing. 


ZONA GALE BREESE. No name has been accorded higher honor in 
Wisconsin and no individual has won greater love than did Zona 
Gale, nationally known authoress, whose contribution to the develop- 
ment of the social conscience has long been recognized. She was 
born August 26, 1874, in Portage, Wisconsin, where she always made 
her home, her parents being Charles Franklin and Eliza (Beers) Gale. 
The breadth of her intellectual development is shown in the fact that 
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the University of Wisconsin conferred on her the degree of Bachelor 
of Literature in 1895, the Master of Literature in 1899 and the Doctor 
of Literature in 1929. Rollins College awarded her its degree of 
Doctor of Humanities in 1932 and three years later Wooster College 
of Ohio bestowed on her the Doctor of Literature degree. All through 
the years there came to her a wide recognition not only of her keen 
mentality but of the high purpose to which she dedicated her powers, 
striving to make love, justice and understanding forces among her 
fellowmen. 

From early girlhood Zona Gale found delight in writing and 
studied human nature as exhibited in companions and neighbors, 
and hers was the ability to make these characters live for others. 
After finishing her college work she was a member of the staff of 
Milwaukee papers until 1901, when she became associated with the 
New York World and was also a writer for other newspapers and 
magazines until 1904. In 1923 recognition of her deep interest in 
all that is intellectual and cultural came in an appointment to the 
board of regents of the University of Wisconsin, of which she re- 
mained a member until 1929. From 1923 until her death in 1938 
she was a member of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. She 
was also elected to honorary membership in Phi Beta Kappa by 
Western Reserve College. 

Zona Gale’s writing covered a wide scope. She was the author 
of Romance Island, published in 1906; The Loves of Pelleas and 
Etarre, 1907; Friendship Village, 1908; Friendship Village Love 
Stories, 1909; Mothers to Men, 1911; Christmas, 1912; When I Was 
a Little Girl, 1913; Neighborhood Stories, 1914; Hearts Kindred, 
1915; A Daughter of Tomorrow, 1917; Birth, 1918; Peace in Friend- 
ship Village, 1919; Miss Lulu Bett, 1920, which won for her the 
coveted Pulitzer Prize. This was followed by a book of verse, The 
Secret Way, 1921; Faint Perfume, 1923; Preface to a Life, 1926; 
Yellow Gentians and Blue, 1927; Portage, Wisconsin, and Other 
Essays, 1928; Borgia, 1929; Bridal Pond, 1930; Old Fashioned Tales, 
1933; Papa La Fleur, 1933; Light Woman, 1937; and Frank Miller 
of Mission Inn, 1938. She also wrote various plays, including The 
Neighbors and Uncle Jimmy, and Miss Lulu Bett was produced for 
the stage in 1920. Her theatrical works also included Evening Clothes 
and The Clouds. Throughout all these years she was also contributing 
to numerous magazines and periodicals, reaching a vast reading 
public and calling forth their best attributes as opponents for injus- 
tice, and winning their championship for all the civic and individual 
virtues which enrich life and heighten one’s appreciation of his 
fellowmen. : 

On June 12, 1928, Zona Gale married William Ll. Breese, banker 
and manufacturer of Portage. They have an adopted daughter, 
Leslyn Breese. After his wife’s death Mr. Breese offered their beau- 
tiful home at 804 McFarlane Road to the city of Portage for a library 
building as a memorial to his wife, stipulating it should be known — 
as the Zona Gale Breese Memorial Library and that the first floor 
north wing, which was her study, should be kept intact to be used 
as a study or reading room, and the walled-in garden be maintained 
as a memorial to her. ; 

Zona Cale ranked as one of the foremost writers of her day. 
Beyond the point of entertainment most of her books carried the 
conviction to the minds of hundreds of her readers for numerous 
causes she advocated and the wrongs which she wished to see righted. 
Several years after her death August Derleth wrote her biography, 
entitling it Still Small Voice because her interest in her fellowmen 
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mounted into enthusiasm and reached out to a nation, demanding 
justice for all. 


WILLIAM LLYWELYN BREESE, banker and manufacturer of 
Portage, is a representative of a family that through three genera- 
tions has been most active in molding the history and promoting the 
development of Columbia County. The family is of Welsh origin 
and was founded in America by his grandparents, Edward and Mary 
Breese, natives of Marionethshire, North Wales. They first settled 
north of Randolph, Wisconsin, then a frontier region in which the 
work of improvement and development had scarcely begun. 


Llywelyn Breese, son of Edward and Mary Breese, was born May 
13, 1833, at Abermynach in Marionethshire, North Wales, and came 
to America with his parents when eleven years old. In early manhood 
he became actively associated with the public affairs of his community. 
He served as under-sheriff of Columbia County in 1858, and two 
years later was elected county treasurer on the Republican ticket. 
At the time of the Civil War he volunteered for service with the 
Union Army but was rejected because of his ill health and instead 
served as county treasurer during the war period, filling that position 
for three terms of two years each. In 1867 he became a partner in 
the dry goods firm of N. H. Wood & Company, and this firm in 
January, 1869, was taken over by a new organization, Loomis, Gallett 
& Breese. In the summer of 1869 he was a candidate for the nomina- 
tion for state treasurer but was defeated in the convention. When 
the nominee for the office of secretary of state withdrew he was asked 
to accept that candidacy and was elected in the following November, 
remaining in office for four successive years. 

Ex-officio he served as auditor of the state, school land commis- 
sioner and commissioner of insurance. As commissioner of insurance 
he attended the conventions of the National Insurance Society, which 
was composed of insurance officers from the various states. At the 
two conventions held in Boston he was elected vice president, and the 
year the convention was held in New York he served as president. 
After retiring from public office Mr. Breese returned to Portage, 
where he again engaged in merchandising. He was the important 
figure in the organization of the City Bank of Portage, and served as 
president from its organization in 1874 until 1917, when he retired 
from all business. He also occupied the presidency of the Portage 
Hosiery Company and otherwise promoted the material development 
and the civic upbuilding of Columbia County. 

On June 9, 1863, Llywelyn Breese married Mary A. Evans, of 
Milwaukee, a daughter of William Lewis and Eleanor Evans. In the 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Llywelyn Breese were seven children: Wil- 
liam Liywelyn, Mary, Eleanor, Llewelyn and Rodney Edward; also 
Carrie and Robert, both of whom died in infancy. 

William Llywelyn, born June 29, 1864, completed his high school 
studies at Portage and then spent four years as a student in Ripon 
College. His first work was in the retail lumber business, operating 
under the name of the Van Dusen Lumber Company, owned by his 
father, and of which he later became a partner. In 1888 he removed 
to Milwaukee, where he organized the marble works of the Grant- 
Breese Company, with which he was connected until 1894, when, at 
his father’s request, he sold his interest and returned to Portage. 
In 1910 he and his father disposed of their business interests except 
the hosiery mills. The father died in 1922, at the age of eighty-nine 
years, while his wife survived him until 1925. 
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When the City Bank of Portage was reorganized on January 1, 
1929, William Ll. Breese became its president. Up to that time he 
had not been interested in the bank, but through the intervening 
period to the present he has remained its chief executive officer. The 
City Bank of Portage was first capitalized for $25,000, which later 
was raised to $100,000, while its present capitalization is $185,000. 
The old building in which the bank was originally housed proved 
inadequate to meet the demands of the growing business, and in 1930 
a fine modern structure, with the latest equipment and facilities, was 
completed. Their annual business now overtops $3,500,000. 

The other enterprise in which William LI. Breese is actively inter- 
ested is the Portage Hosiery Company, organized in 1878, of which 
he has been president since his father’s retirement in 1917. The 
business was started by Mr. Breese’s father, in partnership with 
R. B. Wentworth, for the purpose of using the surplus labor of the 
town by taking raw material produced by the farmer and, after 
passing it through various processes, placing it on the market, ready 
for general use. Starting with a capital of $3,000 and employing ten 
knitting machine operators, the Portage Hosiery Company today is 
capitalized for $500,000 and employment is given two hundred and 
eighty people in the manufacture of men’s wool socks and also fine 
English ribbed dress socks, for which machinery was imported from 
England. Branch offices are maintained in New York and San Fran- 
cisco, and a number of traveling salesmen are employed to represent 
the company throughout the United States. 

In 1893 Mr. Breese married Jessie Blackman, of Whitewater, 
Wisconsin, who died in 1922. They reared an adopted daughter, 
Juliette Breese, who became the wife of H. C. Bennett, of Miami, 
Florida. Mr. and Mrs. Bennett now make their home in Portage and 
have one son, Llywelyn Breese Bennett. On the 12th of June, 1928, 
Mr. Breese married Zona Gale, Wisconsin’s well-known and widely 
loved authoress and social worker, who died in 1988. They, too, had 
an adopted daughter, Leslyn Breese, who was born in Madison on 
August 6, 1926. 

Mr. Breese is a trustee of Ripon College, as was his father. He 
belongs to the Presbyterian church and is a Royal Arch Mason who 
at all times is loyal to every cause with which he becomes identified. 


THE STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE at Oshkosh has been a strong fea- 
ture in the educational interests of that. city for seventy-two years. 
It was formally dedicated and classes organized in September, 1871, 
there being at that time but two other schools established for teacher 
training in the state. Its first president was George S. Albee, who 
remained in charge for twenty-seven years and firmly established the 
educational foundation and the definite orientation toward teaching 
as a profession. The broad policies which he introduced have always 
been continued by the normal school and the college and the Oshkosh 
school has always maintained its place in the front rank of institu- 
tions of this character. . 

It has always met the demands of the times, beginning with the 
simpler curricula then required for teaching. By 1914 high school 
graduation was made an entrance requirement to any curriculum in 
the school, with allowance for an equivalent preparation being made 
by the board of regents. The following year a new regulation was 
introduced, requiring a three years’ course for high school teachers 
while in 1916 a similar length course was introduced to prepare teach- 
ers for manual arts instruction. The scope of the school has con- 
stantly broadened and its course of instruction has been continually 
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widened to meet the requirements of education with the passing years. 
On the 6th of September, 1921, the Board of Regents gave authority 
to the State Normal School, as it was then called, to offer a four-year 
curriculum for the training of high school teachers and a similar cur- 
riculum for the training of teachers of the manual arts. Thus for the 
first time the Board of Regents gave authority for the introduction of 
four-year courses in the normal schools of the state. On the 20th of 
July, 1926, further authority was granted to extend all the curricula 
to four years except those preparing rural school teachers. On June 
15, 1938, the Board decided that after September 1, 1934, all elemen- 
tary curricula should be three years in length except in rural depart- 
ments, and all rural curricula were to be at least two years in length 
after that date. 

In 1937 all industrial education work, except that required in the 
training of elementary teachers and in the training school, was dis- 
continued in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Regents 
passed July 9, 1937. 

In 1925, by legislative enactment, the Board of Regents was au- 
thorized to change the name of the school to Teachers College and to 
establish the curricula leading to the degree of Bachelor of Education. 
In aceordance therewith four-year curricula were adopted for the 
departments of elementary education, junior high school education 
and manual arts, leading to the degree of Bachelor of Education, effec- 
tive September 7, 1926, and in the department of secondary education 
effective September 1, 1927. The first degrees were bestowed at com- 
mencement in 1927 on students who had completed the four years’ 
curricula in junior high school education and at commencement the 
following year the students in elementary education, secondary edu- 
cation and industrial education were granted degrees. 

In 1937, again by legislative enactment, the Board of Regents was 
authorized to bestow the Bachelor of Science degree. Under the 
standards of the American Association of Teachers Colleges, the Osh- 
kosh College became an accredited Class A teachers college February 
25, 1928, and at the annual meeting in March, 1928, the college was 
admitted to the accredited list of teachers colleges of the North Cen- 
tral Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and in March, 
1929, was accredited by that body as a degree-granting institution. 

The college campus consists of two tracts of land of five and ten 
acres respectively and has. a finely developed athletic field. There is 
a splendid administration and library building, the library containing 
about 35,000 volumes and about 1,800 new books are purchased each 
year, while over 2,000 pamphlets and large collections of pictures are 
accessible. There is also a juvenile library with outstanding books for 
children. The Rose C. Swart Training School was completed in 1928. 
There is a Little Theater and both men’s and women’s gymnasiums, 
well equipped. The Science building is another important feature 
and other necessary buildings have been supplied. The school is thor- 
oughly organized along the most modern lines and its extra-curricular 
activities are comprehensive and helptul. Throughout the year a 

band, an orchestra, A Cappella choir, men’s and women’s glee clubs 
and quartets are maintained, in addition to all the regular college 
work in its various departments. 


Forrest R. Pou, president of the Oshkosh State Teachers Col- 
lege, with which institution he has been associated as an instructor 
since 1915, was born October 12, 1888, in Tobinsport, Indiana, of 
which state his parents, John R. and Clara (Leaf) Polk, were also 
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natives. The father devoted his life to the contracting and building 
business, but both he and his wife are now deceased. 

Forrest R. Polk, their only child, acquired his early education in 
the grade schools of his native city, there attended high school and 
became principal of one of the grade schools there. He then entered 
the Valparaiso University at Valparaiso, Indiana, where he won his 
Bachelor of Science degree as a member of the class of 1909. Later 
he matriculated at Purdue University and was graduated in 1914. 
Next he pursued graduate work at the University of Chicago for a 
year and a half and for almost three years he pursued graduate work 
at the University of Wisconsin. In 1914-15 he was director of manual 
arts in the schools of Whiting, Indiana, and in the fall of the latter 
year he came to the Oshkosh State Teachers College as teacher of 
manual arts and mathematics. His work here has since been a strong 
factor in the development of the school’s activities. With the expan- 
sion of his own powers he has broadened the scope of the work, and 
. in the twelve years of his presidency notable changes have been intro- 
duced adding to the value of the school as a teacher-training center. 

Mr. Polk had been with the school only about two years when he 
enlisted for service in the first World War. He was assigned to the 
Three Hundred and Fifteenth Field Artillery, with which he saw a 
year’s active duty in France. After receiving his discharge following 
his return to America he went to Illinois, where he took up engineer- 
ing work with the state highway department, being thus employed 
from 1919 until 1921, when he returned to the Oshkosh Teachers 
College. 

Mr. Polk’s Greek letter fraternities are Tau Beta Pi and Sigma 
Psi. He has membership in the Episcopal church and also belongs to 
the Masonic fraternity, while with a number of educational societies 
he has membership connections that keep him in touch with the ad- 
vanced methods that are being continually introduced into educational 
activities. 

In 1918 Mr. Polk married Mildred Ruth Finley, of Sharpsville, 
Indiana, a daughter of Oliver and Julia Finley, the father now de- 
ceased, while the other is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Polk are the 
parents of three daughters and a son. Frances Ruth, the eldest, born 
in 1914, is a graduate of the Oshkosh State Teachers College and 
engaged in teaching in Evanston, Ilinois, prior to her marriage to 
Gordon Kester, who is a lieutenant on a mine sweeper in the South 
Pacific. They have two children, John Gordon and Judith. Marion 
Lucille, the second daughter, born in 1917, is the wife of Frank Kil- 
patrick, who is now a captain in the United States Army, serving in 
the South Pacific. Like her sister, she was graduated from the State 
Teachers College and taught in Evanston, Illinois, and in Neenah, 
Wisconsin, prior to her marriage. Robert Raymond, born in 1921, is 
a graduate of the U. S. Naval Academy and is now an ensign in the 
United States Navy on the battleship Missouri. Vivian Jean, born in 
1933, completes the family. 


FRANCIS H. WeNp?, attorney and present mayor of the city of 
Racine, was born in Yorkville township, Racine County, Wisconsin, 
March 8, 1899, the son of Frank and Katherine (Hess) Wendt. 

Mr. Wendt’s paternal grandparents were Frederick and Dorothy 
Wendt, who came to America from Germany in 1860, arriving the 
day after Lincoln was elected President. They made their way to 
Milwaukee, where Frederick Wendt was employed for some time. 
Later he purchased ten acres of land west of the city, which he culti- 
vated until 1890, when he purchased two hundred and twelve acres 
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of land in the township of Yorkville, Racine County, where he resided 
until his death in 1906. His son, Frank C. Wendt, father of Francis 
H. Wendt, was born in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, July 14, 1865. He 
received his education in the Milwaukee schools and in early manhood 
engaged in the milk business. When his parents purchased the farm 
in Racine County he came with them, and in 1916 purchased the 
farm from them. Frank C. Wendt was a successful farmer. He was 
interested and active in the affairs of his community, and served on 
various boards. Because of his sincerity and honesty he was loved 
and respected by all who knew him. In 1926 he retired from active 
farm life, and died in 1935, at the age of seventy years. 

Mrs. Katherine Wendt, mother of Francis H. Wendt, was born 
in Mt. Pleasant township, Racine County, on October 8, 1869, the 
daughter of Ludwig and Katherine Hess, who also came to Milwaukee 
from Germany. Mr. Hess was employed in Milwaukee for a number 
of years, later purchasing a farm in Mt. Pleasant township. Mrs. 
Katherine Wendt survives her husband and resides with a daughter 
on a farm near Union Grove, Wisconsin. 

Francis H. Wendt began his education in the district school of 
Yorkville township. Before enrolling in high school he worked for 
several years on his father’s farm. Upon graduating from West 
Division high school in Milwaukee he attended Marquette Academy 
for two years. After serving for a short time in the dairy records 
office of the agricultural department of the University of Wisconsin 
he enrolled in the law school of the University. He returned home 
before completing the course, however, and was later employed by. 
the law firm of Simmons, Walker & Wratten, where he continued the 
study of law, and in 1929, after completing a short law course in 
Milwaukee, was admitted to the bar. Since that time he has practiced 
continually in Racine, with offices located in the Baker Block, at 
523 Main Street. ; 

On August 22, 1935, Mr. Wendt married Miss Della Matson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Matson, of Stoughton, Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Wendt attended St. Olaf’s College at Northfield, Minnesota, for 
two years, and graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1924 
with the Bachelor of Arts degree. After teaching for several years 
in the schools at Blair, Wisconsin, she came to Racine, where she 
taught history and civics in the McKinley junior high school until 
her marriage. She is a past state president of the American Associa- 
tion of University Women, a member of the Woman’s Club and the 
Order of the Eastern Star. She is also an active member of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association and the Parent-Teachers As- 
sociation. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Wendt have been closely associated with those 
activities which have advanced the intellectual, social and civic 
progress of Racine. Both are nature lovers and find great enjoyment 
in gardening, particularly in the cultivation of flowers. Mr. Wendt 
also finds relaxation and enjoyment in fishing and hunting. They 
reside at 325 West Boulevard in Racine, and have two children, 
John Francis, born December 31, 1936, and Richard Harold, born 
February 10, 1938. 

Mr. Wendt is a thirty-second degree Mason and a Shriner, being 
a member of Tripoli Temple in Milwaukee. He is a past patron of 
the Order of the Eastern Star and a past watchman of shepherds 
of the White Shrine of Jerusalem at Racine. He also has membership 
in the Fraternal Order of Moose, the Elks Lodge, Optimist Club, 
Association of Commerce, Young Men’s Christian Association, and 
is a life member of the Wisconsin State Historical Association. . He 
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has served as a Circuit Court commissioner since 1930. He has also 
served on the Racine Community Chest board, and for seven years 
was a member of the Racine Public Library board. Politically he 
maintains an independent course, supporting men and measures 
rather than party. In the spring of 1943 Mr. Wendt was elected mayor 
of the city of Racine, where he is serving as a capable executive, 
giving to the city a businesslike and progressive administration. 


CHARLES ELMER BROUGHTON. In all that is vital to community, 
commonwealth or country Charles Elmer Broughton is deeply con- 
cerned; in all that makes for individual uplift and benefit he is deep- 
ly interested; in all that tends to alleviate the hard conditions of life 
for the downtrodden or oppressed he is an untiring worker; and it is 
well known that he never hesitates to express his honest convictions 
or advocate the principles in which he believes—and those principles 

are justice and straightforward manhood. At an early age he en- 
* tered the field of journalism and the press has largely been his outlet 
of opinion. Sheboygan is the center of his activities, but his influence 
has been widely felt far beyond the limits of his home city or the 
boundaries of the state. 

Today editor and president of the Press Publishing Company, he 
was born October 22, 1873, in a little log cabin on a farm in Lamar- 
tine, Fond du Lac County, his parents being John and Emma (Cor- 
telyou) Broughton, the mother a daughter of Alvin Cortelyou, who 
removed from Pennsylvania to Wisconsin, becoming a jeweler of 
Sheyboyan. ; 

The mother of Charles E. Broughton died August 11, 1909, his 
father in 1919. The boy had attended the district schools until eight 
years of age, when, in 1881, the family removed to Fond du Lac. As 
a boy of seven he had shucked corn with his mother on shares, 
they receiving one bushel out of every seven they husked. He re- 
entered school at Fond du Lac but worked in the summers at farm 
labor, in the old LaBelle wagonworks and in a blacksmith shop until 
he reached the age of eleven, when he entered upon an apprenticeship 
to the printer’s trade in the office of the Fond du Lac Journal, re- 
ceiving a wage of one dollar per week. While working, anxious to 
improve his education, he attended night school for seven years at 
the Fond du Lac Business College. He worked as compositor on 
several weekly papers of Wisconsin and for one year was connected 
with the Milwaukee Sentinel, after which he returned to Fond du Lac, 
where he was reporter and later city editor of the Fond du Lac Com- 
monweiath. In 1908 he took over the Campbellsport News, pub- 
lished weekly. Soon his editorials were attracting widespread at- 
tention and endorsement. With the merging of the News with the 
Bulletin of Fond du Lac he again became an editor there in 1906. It 
is said that the type of journalism which he introduced through the 
columns of the Bulletin was “aggressive, vigorous, fearless, personal 
journalism.” Much graft was indulged in by county officials, who 
committed shameless extravagances, including thousands of dollars 
worth of county printing, which was ordered just before the men 
went out of office and was then burned in celebration by the new in- 
cumbents in the positions. Mr. Broughton immediately attacked the 
graft system and his editorials were reprinted by Milwaukee papers 
with the result that several officials were soon under indictment. Busi- 
ness interests of the county were placed upon a true business basis. 
Mr. Broughton has ever been fearless in support of his convictions 
and though his life was threatened and the grafters tried to fight back 
it was all without avail. 
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All this attracted the attention of Charles H. Weisse, owner of the 
Sheboygan Press, which at that time was being run at a loss. He of- 
fered the editorship and management of the paper to Mr. Broughton. 
In 1913 $15,000 was invested for the purpose of new equipment and 
the press was moved to larger quarters on Center Avenue. The 
progressive policy followed and his clear-cut editorials have made 
the Press one of the most widely read papers of Wisconsin and today 
Mr. Broughton is not only editor of the paper but is president of the 
Press Publishing Company, which not only issues the Daily Press but — 
also operates station WHBL. The story back of this is one of hard 
work, close application, firm purpose and high ideals. 

Aside from his activities in the journalistic field Mr. Broughton 
is chairman of the board of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago 
and has been an untiring worker for political and civic interests. 
From 1932 until 1941 he was a member of the Democratic national 
committee and had charge of three elections in which President F. D. 
Roosevelt carried Wisconsin. He was a delegate at large to the na- 
tional convention of 1932 and was vice chairman of the Democratic 
national committee in Philadelphia in 1936. He served as colonel on 
the staff of Governor Albert G. Schmedeman in 1933-34 and in 1941 
he was chairman of the Wisconsin division of the defense bond cam- 
paign. Of the Wisconsin Historical Society he is vice-president and 
curator. 

Mr. Broughton belongs to the Milwaukee Press Club, the Milwau- 
kee Athletic Club, the Chicago Union League, the Sheboygan Country 
Club and the National Press Club of Washington, D. C. He is na- 
tionally known for his editorials, which are always the fearless ex- 
pression of his own viewpoint, resulting from a careful study of the 
situation. He has been given honorable mention by the American 
Legion for his editorial “Our American Legion” and on August 22, 
1939, received the distinguished service award of the Wisconsin de- 
partment of the Legion. He promotes the interests of all churches 
both financially and through the columns of his paper, and he be- 
longs to the Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, the Knights of Pythias, Eagles and Moose, but his chief work 
in the fraternal field has been done through the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. He was president of the Wisconsin Elks As- 
sociation in 1929 and he was one of the founders and the first con- 
tributor to start the work for crippled children by the Wisconsin Elks, 
serving as chairman of its first committee and was one of the ten 
founders of the Elks National Foundation in 1929. He is a past grand 
esteemed leading knight, in 1942 became a member of the board of 
grand trustees and in 1945 was elected chairman of the Grand Lodge 


i: Elks. OG 
: On the 4th of June, 19385, he received A a SBtion in the 


Pulitzer prize competition for his investigation of state hospitals and 
in 1985 was accorded the second prize in the daily division com- 
munity service contest. He has done much for civic progress in his 
home locality, was the founder and the first president of the Sheboy- 
gan Community Fund and since January 20, 19388, has been honorary 
director for life of the National Community Fund. In 1926 he or- 
ganized the Kiddies Camp, at which over sixty underprivileged boys 
and girls are given summer outings. Many things has he done for his 
home city, particularly in support of its parks and playgrounds, and 
Broughton Drive, a beautiful drive along the shore of Lake Michi- 
gan, was named in his honor by unanimous support of the city coun- 
cil, while the board of county commissioners in his honor named a 
wild fowl preserve Broughton-Sheboygan Marsh. 
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He is a trustee of the Mead estate and member of the Mead Pub- 
lic Library. 

On June 23, 1898, Mr. Broughton married Emma Born, of Fond 
du Lac, and they had one son, George Elmer, who died August 5, 
1909. Mr. Broughton’s hobbies are parks, playgrounds and Lin- 
colniana, and he finds recreation as an interested spectator of base- 
ball and in horseshoe pitching, at which he was a champion in his 
earlier years and is still quite expert. 

On the 22d of October, 1941, the Association of Commerce gave 
a banquet in his honor, celebrating his birthday, and he was presented 
with two fine traveling bags and a beautiful leather bound birthday 
book, containing the signatures of those present and copies of the 
speeches which were made on the subjects “Our Friend Charlie,” 
“The Editor, Builder of Community Prosperity” and “The [ditor, 
Champion of Civic Progress.’’ On this occasion it was said: “Charles 
E. Broughton—calm, deep, earnest, sincere and true—modest and 
unassuming, forever giving the other fellow all the credit and taking 
nothing, not even thanks, for himself, has brought to the service of 
his newspaper and the public a splendid intellect, a spirit always loyal 
to the noblest and the best, and a force for good that is steadfast. He 
is rated by his fellow scribes as one of the most capable in the realm 
of modern journalism. He moves with perfect temper and rare 
serenity through all the intricate problems of his profession, and his 
genial face and winning smile soften many of the asperities which 
belong to the ever changing details of his craft. He passes his judg- 
ment through the furnace-fires of reason, conscience and truth, and 
his opinion is eagerly sought and relied upon... . His clean fighting 
spirit for the right, editorial brilliancy and frankness win the atten- 
tion of editors everywhere and the productions of his pen are widely 
copied and complimented. . . . He knows what it is to be and have a 
friend.” 

Another said on the same occasion: “Mr. Broughton’s record in 
civic affairs in Sheboygan is most outstanding. We can judge him in 
light of extraordinary comparisons with remarkable men of his own 
profession and find him equal to the best. How often we have heard 
expressed in one form or another, when speaking of community life, 
the words of the great Greek philosopher ‘I do not see how the wis- 
dom of the whole world can save the state if you deny it your assist- 
ance,’ or stated differently, “whoever by action or example weakens 
the foundations of his home, his city or town sins against the very 
life of himself and his country.’ In our own community we have a 
citizen, Charles E. Broughton, who has not been found wanting in 
these respects. He has always been alert to new opportunities for 
Sheboygan and the county. We must thank him for the Y. M. C. As; 
the armory; for the restoration of the Sheboygan Marsh ; for his 
vision in proposing the scenic drive along the lake; and for his guid- 
ing assistance in wisely expending some of the funds of the Mead 
Trust Estate for the improvement otf the Mead Library for the bene- 
fit of our citizens; for his industry in securing many worthwhile 
WPA and PWA projects throughout the city and county, such as the 
sewage disposal plant, the Random Lake waterworks, the Plymouth 
post office, the North high school, and various county school projects, 
and for his untiring efforts, not yet fully realized, of developing She- 

bor. 
pov tte te always had consideration for the underprivileged in our 
community. Tor the development of the Kiddies Camp alone he is 
entitled to the gratitude of an intelligent community, yet he has not 
stopped there; the establishment of the Community Fund is directly 
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traceable to him; he was the motivating force in raising money for 
purchasing and remodeling the present home of the Salvation Army. 
... To him we owe many cultural opportunities. . . . And so our com- 
munity has come to be marked by the character of Mr. Broughton. 
His fine foresight and imagination have conceived new advantages 
for us. His administrative ability has enabled large and difficult 
projects to be carried to successful conclusions. His sense of respon- 
sibility to us has engendered in us a real gratitude.” 


SHEBOYGAN PRESS is one of the most widely read dailies of the 
country published outside of the largest American cities. It was 
founded December 17, 1907, at which time there were two other 
dailies published in the English language in Sheboygan, together with 
three weekly papers issued here. Its founders were A. H. Friese and 
brothers, who, as cited, had considerable competition. Soon after 
the paper was started it met with financial difficulties and the late 
Charles H. Weisse, president of C. S. Weisse & Company, tanners of 
Sheboygan Falls, and member of Congress from the Second Wiscon- 
sin district, came to its support. He turned to Charles E. Broughton 
to bring the paper out of its doldrums. Mr. Broughton had been con- 
nected with newspaper interests for Some years and as editor his 
writing had attracted widespread attention and favorable comment. 
He did not care to take up the task but in June, 1907, was persuaded 
to do so. At that time the paper was printed on an old flat bed press 
intended for bcok and job work production. Mr. Broughton tried 
until 1912 to improve the paper and build up the circulation, which 
in April, 1912, amounted to only 1,400. In that year the paper was 
sold to Roland Rathburn for a small down payment and a good-sized 
mortgage, but in September, 1912, Mr. Weisse again took over the 
paper and new capital was secured and invested, to the sum of about 
$15,000, in modern equipment, while on the Ist of February, 1918, 
the Press was moved to its second home. Rapid strides were then 
made and soon the Press became an acknowledged leader of journal- 
ism in the county, not only because of its greatly increased circula- 
tion but also because of the fearless editorial policy and editorial ex- 
pression of the writer, Mr. Broughton, who throughout his journal- 
istic career has made its editorial writing his principal concern, al- 
though the Pvess has also measured up to high standards in its me- 
chanical makeup. The editorials of the paper have att vacted wide- 
spread attention throughout the country and have constituted the 
foundation of the present day success, the paper now having a cir- 
culation of about twenty-two thousand. Its editorials are frequently 
reprinted in newspapers in many states. 

On the 7th of March, 1925, removal was made to the new Press 
building, which had just been completed. It is a two-story fireproof 
concrete, brick, tile and structural steel building, faced with dark 
buff, semi-rough texture brick, laid with gray joints, and trimmed 
with light green mottled terra cotta. The paper is a member of the 
Associated Press, United Press, N. E. A. and Central Press, Wis- 
consin Markets and the Audit Bureau Circulation, this giving to its 
readers the best possible service. At all times the Press has kept 
abreast of all improvements in newspaper typography and has re- 
ceived national recognition for its excellence. 

The counties outside of Sheboygan and Sheboygan County that 
receive service through the Press are Calumet, Manitowoc, Fond du 
Lac and Ozaukee counties. Not politics but community service is the 
chief concern of the Press. Better schools, parks, playgrounds, l- 
braries, better agricultural methods, city government, improved 
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streets and highways and everything that results in richer and fuller 
community life have been promoted and supported by the paper, with 
results that are indeed beneficial and far-reaching. The Press led the 
movement marking historic spots and in April, 1926, issued a seven- 
ty-two-page anniversary number, giving the history of the city and 
complete chronology of the villages and towns in the county. In May, 
1926, Mr. Broughton started a campaign which resulted in the estab- 
lishment of the Kiddies Camp, with an eight weeks’ vacation for 
over sixty underprivileged children each year. The Press has also 
championed aiid aided many projects for beautification in city and 
county, and perhaps no other single agency has done more to make 
Sheboygan known to the country than the Sheboygan Press. 

An editorial written on the occasion of the opening of its new 
plant to the public, March 7, 1925, and which has been fully substan- 
tiated both before and since, read as follows: ‘This newspaper has 
never lent itself to a selfish cause knowingly, and those who have 
tried to gain prestige through taking advantage of a fellow being 
have found the Press a bitter and unrelenting foe. This has been the 
attitude of the Pvess all through its career, and it is our guarantee 
for the future.” 


Howarp DUDLEY THOMAS, active in insurance circles since 1921, 
when he became representative in Madison of the farm mortgage 
loan department of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Milwaukee, has been identified with the home office since 
1923 and is now vice president of the corporation. He was born in 
Iowa County, Wisconsin, May 2, 1870, a son of James and Mary 
(Thomas) Thomas. His grandfather, Elias Thomas, who was born 
in Pennsylvania, was a lumberman, operating a saw-mill on the 
Susquehanna River. In 1848 Elias Thomas came with his family 
to Wisconsin and purchased agricultural land in northern Illinois 
and southern’ Wisconsin, some of which is still in the possession of 
the family. Elias Thomas died in 1869. 

His son, James Thomas, resided in Iowa County, Wisconsin, dur- 
ing the active period of his life and saw the state develop from a 
western frontier district to one of the foremost commonwealths of 
the Union. He married Mary Thomas, whose parents were pioneer 
settlers and brought her to this country from England when she was 
five years of age, settling in Wisconsin. James Thomas died in 1908. 
The family of James and Mary Thomas consisted of two sons and 
a daughter. The daughter, Emma, died many years ago. The older 
son, Albert Thomas, has always lived in lowa County and owns 
the farm on which his father settled almost a century ago. He has 
been prominent in civic affairs and was a member of the county 
board for thirty years. 

Howard Thomas was educated in the county schools and in col- 
lege at Galena, Illinois. He started his business career as cashier 
of a bank at Blanchardville, Lafayette County, Wisconsin, in 1891, 
and was elected president of the bank in 1903. In 1914 he sold his 
interest in the bank and moved to Madison, Wisconsin, where he was 
engaged in business. in 1921 he was appointed loan agent for south- 
western Wisconsin for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Milwaukee. In June, 1923, he was appointed a junior 
officer of the company in charge of farm loans, and moved to Mil- 
waukee. In October, 1932, he was elected vice president in charge 
of the mortgage loan department. He contributed in a substantial 
measure to the success of the corporation in its mortgage loan in- 
vestments. 
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On the 25th of December, 1894, Howard D. Thomas married 
Mary Annette Baker, who was born in Lafayette County, Wisconsin, 
a daughter of John G. and Jane (Van Matre) Baker. Her mother’s 
people were of Holland Dutch descent and came from Kentucky to 
Wisconsin in 1828. Her father was born in Vermont and came to 
Wisconsin in territorial days. On both the paternal and maternal 
lines Mrs. Thomas is descended from ancestors who served in the 
Revolutionary War. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are the parents of two 
children, a son, Foster Keith Thomas, of Madison, Wisconsin, and 
a daughter, Jean Elizabeth Thomas Burgess, of Glencoe, Illinois. 

Mr. Thomas is a thirty-second degree Mason and a Shriner, with 
membership in Tripoli Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of Milwaukee. 
He also belongs to the University Club. His business ability has 
made him prominent in financial circles. 


FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT. No living architect today nor any who 
ever lived at any time has attained so high a degree of fame or gained 
such international renown as has a native son of Wisconsin, Frank 
Lloyd Wright. He is now living and working on a country estate at 
Spring Green. Born at Richland Center, this state, June 8, 1869, he 
was the son of William Russell Cary and Anna Lloyd (Jones) Wright. 
His mother was the fourth child of Richard Lloyd and Mary Lloyd 
Jones, the former a hatter and preacher (Unitarian) of Wales who 
came to America in 1848. Landing at New York, the Welsh pioneer 
traveled westward by way of the lakes and the canal route to Mil- 
waukee and from there proceeded with his family to Ixonia, Wis- 
consin, where he remained for a time. He then removed to the Wis- 
consin River. valley, soon settling on what is now the present site of 
the estate of his grandson, Frank Lloyd Wright. There Richard Lloyd 
Jones broke the sod and converted the wild land into fertile fields, 
and at the same time he continued to preach as a Unitarian minister 
in Iowa County, as he had in Ixonia and Wales. His daughter Anna 
became a teacher in the schools of the cities near her home, the 
Teachers College of Platteville and Albion Academy, where at the 
age of twenty-nine years she met and was married to William Russell 
Cary Wright, who was himself a circuit rider preacher and music 
teacher from Hartford, Connecticut. The father possessed consider- 
able musical talent and went about the countryside near Lone Rock 
teaching people to play and sing, as he did later in Madison and 
surrounding towns. He was a member of a family of intellectuals that 
included such names as James Russell Lowell and Alice and Phoebe 
Cary. He entered Amherst College for the purpose of preparing for 
the practice of medicine but later turned to legal work and afterward 
gave this up to devote his time and effort to preaching the gospel and 
practicing his music. 

Pre-natal influence was a potent factor in shaping the career of 
Frank Lloyd Wright, his mother (believing she would have a son) 
planning before his birth that he should become an architect. When 
he was three years of age he was taken by his parents to Weymouth, 
Massachusetts, near Boston, where his father engaged in the min- 
istry, and the young son was entered as a student in a fashionable 
private school conducted by a Miss Williams, his mother meantime 
teaching him at home. In the meantime he was learning to play the 
piano and violin under his father’s instruction. In 1878 the family 
returned to the Middle West and his uncle, James Lloyd Jones, began 
teaching him the value, necessity and beauty of work on the rround. 
His father by now had established a conservatory of music in Madison 
and later his son became officeboy for Allan D. Conover, dean of 
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engineering at the University of Wisconsin, receiving a salary of 
thirty-five dollars per month to pay his way through the college at 
the time. While thus employed he studied architecture out of office 
and university hours at night, at first under his mother’s inspiration. 


_ Owing to his mother’s teaching he is probably one of the very few 


men living today who had the benefit of a kindergarten (Froebel 
system) education. In 1884 he had entered the University of Wis- 
consin, student of civil engineering, but left at the end of the first 
term of his senior year. His uncle, Jenkin Lloyd Jones, was by then 
a famous preacher of Chicago, and this probably drew the boy’s 
attention to that city, so that on his eighteenth birthday, in 1887, he 
went to Chicago, where, at a salary of eight dollars per week, he 
finally obtained by himself a position as tracer in the office of Joseph 
Sillsbee, then a well-known architect. He afterward worked there 
for the distinguished firm of Adler and Sullivan for seven years and 
soon became the best-paid draftsman in that city. 

While in Chicago the young architect married Catherine Lee Tobin 
and they had six children. Continuing in his profession, he opened 
an office of his own in 1893, starting as an independent upon the in- 
dependent career which has eventually brought him fame and fortune 
as a great architect of world wide renown, honored by nine great 
nations with their highest honors. After building hundreds of notable 
structures he began losing interest in his work. Fettered and fettering 
others under the conditions in which he lived he asked for a divorce, 
wanting complete freedom from “family” for a time. He then turned 
his office over to a young architect, Von Holst, and went to the 
continent of Europe for a year in 1910, where his work was in course 
of European publication by E. Wasmuth. Returning, he went to the 
ancestral hills of southern Wisconsin, where his mother awaited him. 
There in 1909 he began to build the first edition of the now famous 
home a few miles away from the village of Spring Green on a low hill 
by the Wisconsin River, which he had loved and over which he 
roamed as a boy. Here he built this mansion, which he named 
Taliesin. (Shiningbrow). Tragedy overtook him there when in 1913 
a crazed Barbadoes negro took the lives of seven near and dear to 
him (his entire household at the time) and set the mansion afire, 
destroying it utterly. But late in 1915 a second Taliesin, finer than 
the first, was built. Mr. Wright’s second wife was Miriam Noel, from 
whom he was later divorced under tragic circumstances. He was 
married the third time, August 24, 1928. Olga Lazovich, daughter of 
the chief justice of Montenegro, became his wife. The house was 
again destroyed by fire in 1925. They have two daughters, one, 
Iovanna, now a nineteen-year-old young student of music in New 
York City. The elder, Svettana, is Mrs. William Wesley Peters. 

Mr. Wright was the emperor’s architect for the Imperial Hotel 
of Tokio, Japan, and of many famous structures of note, as well as 
hundreds of the finest homes and public buildings in America. His 
work was early characterized in America as the “New School of the 
Middle West” and in Europe as the “American Expression in Archi- 
tecture,” recognized by European nations as the only definite con- 
tribution to her culture made by an American. Accordingly he is 
honorary member of the Academie Royale des Beaux Arts d’Anvers, 
to which he was elected in 1927. He was made honorary member of 
the Akademie der Kunst, the Royal Academy of Germany. In South 
America he was honorary member of the Instituto Central de 
Architectos of Brazil, Uruguay and Mexico. He was awarded the 
Royal Gold Medal for Architecture by Great Britain in 1941. The 
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only local clubs in which he had membership were the Players Club 
of New York and the Tavern Club of Chicago. 

Widely known through his writings as through his 497 buildings, 
Mr. Wright has made valuable contribution to the literature of 
architecture. He is the author of An Interpretation of the Print, 
published in 1904, also a series of essays on the Nature of Materials 
published from 1909 to 1923 under the title In the Cause of Archi- 
tecture. He also published in 1921 Haperimenting with Human Lives. 
The foreign publications of his writings (which are too many to 
enumerate) include Ausgefuhrte Bauten und Entwurfe, 1909; Son- 
derheit, 1910; Wendigen, 1925 (the last three published in Europe) 
and in this country Modern Architecture (Kahn lectures at Princeton 
University), 1931; The Nature of Materials, 19382; An Autobiography, 
1932, rewritten and republished in 1948; and The Disappearing City, 
1932. The University of Chicago this spring is publishing his When 
Democracy Builds. 

Frank Lloyd Wright is the founder and conductor of the Taliesin 
Fellowship of the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, a cultural experi- 
mental training-ground in arts and architecture, working at Taliesin, 
his country estate in Wisconsin, from April to November and working 
in Arizona from December to March of each year. Taliesin is near 
Spring Green, Wisconsin; Taliesin West is in Paradise Valley, near 
Phoenix, Arizona. The Fellowship is now twelve years old, owns 
more than a thousand acres in Wisconsin and Arizona, and uses 
more than a million dollars worth of buildings designed by him. 

Today the Frank Lloyd Wright type of architecture, called 
USONIAN or Organic Architecture, the Architecture of Democracy, is 
known in every nation where architecture is taught and any real art 
has been cultivated by the nations themselves. 


ARTHUR O. SMITH. No history of Milwaukee would be complete 
without reference to the founder and promoter of the A. O. Smith 
Corporation, owner of the largest plant in the world devoted to the 
manufacture of automobile pressed steel frames and equipment for 
the gas and oil industries. The steady development of the business 
made their plant a mammoth concern, with trade connections reaching 
into every section of the country in which the motor car has been 
built, and it was the initiative, the enterprise, inventive skill and 
ingenuity and the business sagacity of Arthur O. Smith that were 
responsible for the splendid results achieved, making this one of the 
foremost productive interests of America. ’ 

Born in North Prairie, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, February 
23, 1859, the life record of Arthur Oliver Smith covered the inter- 
vening period until June 19, 19138, when he passed away in Milwaukee 
at the age of fifty-four years. Through many generations the male 
members of the family had been master mechanics. His ancestors 
were of English birth and his grandparents, Charles Samuel and 
Sarah (Davis) Smith, were also natives of England. 

The parents of Arthur O. Smith were Charles Jeremiah and 
Mercy (Johnson) Smith, who became acquainted on the trip across 
the Atlantic, the voyage having lasted seven weeks ere anchor was 
dropped in an American harbor. Charles J. Smith was born in 
London, England, April 4, 1821, and in early life gave evidence of 
possessing the inventive and mechanical talents which have always 
distinguished the family. He was twenty-two years of age when he 
came to America and after a bricf stay in New York State he traveled 
westward by way of the Great Lakes to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where 
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he resided from 1843 until his death, save for a short period spent 
at North Prairie, this state. In Milwaukee he opened a machine shop 
but later sold it to give his entire time to his inventions. After 
perfecting these he established another shop in order to engage in 
their manufacture, and developed a substantial business in hardware © 
specialties. Later he concentrated upon manufacturing baby carriage 
parts and afterward upon pressed steel products for the bicycle 
industry, which was just being developed. In 1891 he incorporated 
the business, which was then operated under the name of C. J. Smith 
& Sons Company and with which he was closely associated until 1899, 
when he retired from active industrial life at the age of seventy- 
eight years. He was married February 2, 1845, to Mercy Johnson, 
a native of England, with whom he had become acquainted while 
they were en route to the new world, and his death occurred in Mil- 
waukee, October 6, 1904, when he had reached the age of eighty-three. 

Arthur O. Smith, one cf the nine children born to Charles J. and 
.Mercy (Johnson) Smith, was quite young when he accompanied his 
parents on their removal from North Prairie to Milwaukee, where he 
acquired a public school education and then became a building con- 
tractor, operating largely in Chicago and in Kansas City, Missouri, 
erecting many large office buildings and municipal structures in those 
cities. He returned to Milwaukee to erect an addition to the plant 
of the C. J. Smith & Sons Company. The company was then composed 
of his father and his brothers, Charles 8S. and George H. 

With his return to Milwaukee, A. O. Smith not only erected the 
plant but also joined his father’s company, then extensively engaged 
in the manufacture of baby carriage hardware and bicycle parts. 
He was soon made general manager of the company and contributed 
largely to its development, but in the meantime he was making other 
plans for the future. In 1904, when the automobile industry was in 
its embryo stage, he organized the A. O. Smith Company for the 
purpose of inanufacturing pressed steel automobile products, having 
already made a start in that field while serving with the C. J. Smith 
& Sons Company. He had the distinction of making the first pressed 
steel frames in America, which he not only invented, but he also 
designed and built the machinery necessary in the conduct of the 
business. The passing years chronicled the steady growth and 
expansion of a business which soon surpassed anything af the kind 
in America. Today the A. O. Smith Corporation surpasses any 
similar undertaking in the world devoted to the production of pressed 
steel automobile frames and pressure vessels for the oil and process 
industries and large diameter pipe for oil and gas industries. Many 
of Mr. Smith’s processes were considered revolutionary when intro- 
duced, but theiz value was soon demonstrated and their adaptation 
led to greatly improved production and engineering methods. 

His contribution to the development of the automobile industry in 
the pioneer years of its existence was indeed notable, his products 
being sold to a number of the early car manufacturers, so that he 
gained an international reputation. He maintained and operated 
his large plant in Milwaukee, and among his patrons was the Stude- 
baker Corporation, which used a tubular frame in the chassis, this 
being manufactured under the direction of Mr. Smith. The Peerless 
Motor Car Company of Cleveland, Ohio, also gave considerable busi- 
ness to the A. O. Smith Company, using a pressed steel frame and a 
pressed steel axle housing. These attracted the attention of Henry 
Ford of Detroit, who consulted with Mr. Smith concerning the devel- 
opment of his first cars and discussed with him the merits and 
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demerits of the original Ford model, Mr. Smith’s advice being a 
strong contributing element to the success of the early Ford cars. 
As a result of their association Mr. Ford contracted with Mr. Smith 
for ten thousand frames and axle housings to be used in the building 
of the first small Fords. In this and other ways Mr. Smith had much 
to do with the development of the automobile industry in the period 
of its establishment and early promotion. Not only was his the 
merited distinction of making the first pressed steel automobile 
frames in this country, and thus introducing a construction method 
that is now almost universally used, but his processes were also 
adopted by the car manufacturers of Europe. The growth of the 
business was almost phenomenal and the mammoth plant of the 
company in Milwaukee was the visible evidence of the creative 
genius, initiative and wise direction of its founder and promoter, 
who remained the president and managing head of the company 
until his death. The business is still being successfully carried on, 
remaining one of the great productive industries of the country. 

Mr. Smith married Edith May Nichols, who was born in Wiscon- 
sin, a representative of one of the earliest American families. Her 
grandfather, Perry G. Nichols, who was born in Putnam County, 
New York, August 9, 1804, married Phoebe Colwell in 1825 and spent 
his last days in Milwaukee. He traced his ancestry back to Francis 
Nichols, who was born in England in 1595 and became the founder 
of the family in the new world. He had held military office under 
the English Crown and in 1638 he made his way to New England, 
becoming one of the original colonial proprietors of Stratford, Con- 
necticut, where he died in 1650. Among his descendants was Perry 
G. Nichols, who after retiring from business established his home 
in Milwaukee, where his death occurred in 1885. He was the father 
of Henry Nichols, who became one of the pioneer insurance agents 
of Milwaukee. He wedded Mary Blackmun, and their daughter Edith 
May became the wife of Arthur Oliver Smith. Of this marriage there 
were born a sun and two daughters. The eldest, Lloyd Raymond 
Smith, who succeeded his father as president of the A. O. Smith 
Corporation, is mentioned elsewhere in this work. Gertrude, born in 
Kansas City, Missouri, is the wife of A. Lester Slocum, a Milwaukee 
manufacturer, rmentioned in this publication. Alma Edith Smith, 
born in Kansas City, Missouri, is the wife of Charles William Wright, 
president of the Badger Meter Manufacturing Company of Milwau- 
kee. Thus the family is prominently represented in Milwaukee, 
where Arthur Oliver Smith became a leading manufacturer, and 


‘ contributed not only to the upbuilding and development of the city but 


also to industrial advancement in all lands where the automobile is 
known. To speak of him only as an inventor and manufacturer, 
however, is to give but a one-sided view, for his love for his fellow- 
men led to his consideration and kindliness toward his employes and 
to his inauguration and support of many benevolent and civic under- 
takings of great benefit to the state. Realizing the need for practical 
educational training in the mechanical field, he assisted materially 
in the organization of the Milwaukee Vocational School, providing 
instruction to thousands of Milwaukee boys and girls who were forced 
by necessity to quit school at an early age. It is today recognized 
as the leading school of the kind in the world and has constituted the 
pattern for many similar institutions. Many philanthropic projects 
and organizations for the benefit of mankind received the generous 
cooperation of Mr. Smith. He was a highly esteemed member of the 
Milwaukee Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Automobile, Aero 
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and City clubs. He died June 19, 1913, having left the impress of his 
genius and his nobility of character for all time upon the history of 
city, state and nation. 


Hon. ARTHUR W. Kopp, of Platteville, a former member of the 
United States Congress, is an outstanding member of the Wisconsin 
bar who is now judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court. He is 
known throughout the country as an authority on legal matters per- 
taining to mines and minerals. Judge Kopp was born in Grant County, 
Wisconsin, February 28, 1874, a son of William and Elizabeth Jane 
(Thomas) Kopp. The father was also a native of Grant County but 
the mother was born in Cornwall, England, a daughter of Nicholas 
and Jane Thomas. ‘Mr. Thomas was one of the pioneer residents of 
Grant County, where he owned and operated one of the early grist 
mills, near Campbell’s Hollow in the township of Smelzer. He was 
also interested in farming and mining. Three of his sons served as 
Union soldiers in the Civil War. William Kopp, father of Judge Kopp, 
was a farmer by occupation. He died in 1907 and was survived by 
his widow, who passed away after reaching the age of ninety- 
one years. 

Arthur W. Kopp was reared on the home farm, early becoming 
familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil from the time of 
early spring planting until crops were harvested in the late autumn. 
Beginning his education at the usual age, he attended the Big Patch 
district school unti] he completed the work of the eighth grade. Then 
he enrolled as a student in the State Normal at Platteville, where he 
was graduated in 1895. For three years thereafter he devoted his 
attention to teaching and during part of that time was principal of 
the school at Muscoda, Wisconsin. He regarded this, however, merely 
as an initial step to other professional labor, for it was his desire to 
take up the study of law and accordingly he entered the University 
of Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor of Laws degree as a 
member of the class of 1900. Admitted to the bar the same year, he 
at once opened an office in Platteville, where he has since spent most 
of his time in active professional work. In 1901 he was called to the 
office of city attorney and through reelection filled the position for 
two terms. He also served as alderman of Platteville and in 1904 
he was the popular choice for the office of district attorney, this being 
followed by reelection in 1906. In all these positions he discharged his 
duties with marked promptness, efficiency and fidelity, so that it was 
a logical step to his election in 1908 as Wisconsin’s representative in 
the United States House of Representatives. As in all former offices ° 
which he filled, he was reelected, showing that the people of his district 
had the utmost confidence in his ability to safeguard and promote their 
interests. While thus serving he was a member of the committee on 
pensions and also of the naval affairs committee which was responsible 
for the raising of the Maiue, whose sinking had brought on the 
Spanish-American War. 

At the close of his second term in Congress, Mr. Kopp voluntarily 
retired from public life in order to give his undivided attention to 
his large and growing law practice. Although he handles cases and 
legal work of various kinds and is well versed in all departments of 
the law, his close connection with the mining industry caused him to 
make an intensive study of laws relative to mines and minerals and 
he is nationally recognized as an authority upon questions of that 
character. His opinions and his advice concerning gas and fume 
damages are considered most valuable and his services have been 
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sought in practically every important mining district of the country. 
His practice was extensive and his position in the legal field a most 
enviable one. Undoubtedly the best testimonial of his ability came 
in April, 1942, when the voters placed him upon the bench as judge 
of the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court to succeed Sherman E. Smalley, 
who had held the position for over twenty years. Judge Kopp’s term 
will continue until January 1, 1949. He is also the owner of a very 
fine farm and is one of the directors of the First National Bank 
of Platteville. 

On the 19th of November, 1902, Judge Kopp was married to Miss 
Emily K. Hulton, a daughter of Professor A. J. Hulton, a prominent 
educator who for years served as a professor in Whitewater and for 
several years was superintendent of the Wisconsin School for the 
Blind at Janesville and also superintendent of the State Industrial 
School for Boys at Waukesha. His daughter, Mrs. Kopp, is a graduate 
of the Whitewater State Teachers College and also of the Emerson 
College of Oratory at Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. Kopp 
have a family of three children, a son and two daughters. William 
Roy, the eldest, born March 17, 1905, is a graduate of the Platteville 
State Normal, and won his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws 
degrees from the University of Wisconsin. He is now engaged in 
law practice at Platteville. He married Frances Webb, of Platteville, 
and they have a daughter, Sarah Louise. Anabel Marian, the elder 
daughter, is a graduate of the Platteville State Normal and the 
University of Wisconsin and received her Master’s degree from 
Columbia University of New York City. She is now the wife of 
Earl Greenwood, a United States Army officer, stationed at Camp 
Rucker, Alabama, and they have two children, Michael Earl, born 
in 1941, and Laurence Roy, born in 1944. Emil Elizabeth, the younger 
daughter, attended the State Normal at Platteville and the National 
College of Education at Evanston, Illinois, where she is now a kinder- 
garten teacher. 

The family are members of the Congregational church of Platte- 
ville, of which Mr. Kopp has been a trustee for more than a quarter 
of a century and his wife is also very active in the church work. She 
is hkewise a member of the Monday Evening Club and the Tourists 
Club. Mr. Kopp belongs to the Madison Club and the Platteville 
Country Club, is connected with the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows and has attained the thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite 
Masonry. He is likewise connected with Zor Temple of the Shrine 
at Madison and is a most loyal follower of the teachings and tenets 
of the craft. His membership in the professional field is with the 
Grant County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the American Bar Association. He enjoys fishing, which con- 
stitutes his chief outdoor interest, but his real hobby is acquiring 
coins of unusual and antique coinage, of which he possesses a most 
interesting and valuable collection. His activities are thus widely 
varied, bringing out a broad and well balanced development that 
makes him a most interesting companion because of the breadth of 
his information and his unusual experiences. 


REV. DE LoypD L. KREMBS is pastor of St. Mary Magdalene Catholic 
Church at Waupaca, where he has been stationed since 1939, having 
devoted more than seventeen years of his life to this calling 
following his ordination in 1927. Born at Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 
August 28, 1898, he is a representative of one of the old and honored 
pioneer families there, both his father and his grandfather having 
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been born in Wisconsin, so that he is of the fourth generation of the 
family here. His parents were Louis and Christine (Rux) Krembs, 
who had a family of three children. 

Rev. De Loyd L. Krembs is the youngest and the only one now 
living. While spending his youthful days under the parental roof he 
attended the parochial schools and when he had mastered the work 
of the grades he entered the public high school of his native city, while 
subsequently he continued his education in Marquette University for 
atime. He then transferred to St. Paul Seminary at St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, and afterward enrolled as a student in Kendrick Seminary of St. 
Louis, Missouri, where he completed his preparation for the priest- 
hood and was ordained on the 4th day of May, 1927, in St. Francis 
Cathedral at Green Bay, Wisconsin. On the 14th of the same month 
he was appointed assistant pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Oshkosh, 
where he remained for five years, and from April, 1932, until June 30, 
1932, a period of three months, he was pastor of Sacred Heart Church 
at Aurora, Wisconsin. In June, 1932, he was assigned to the pastorate 
of St. Patrick’s Church in Lanark, Wisconsin, and while there serving 
was instrumental in building the community hall and otherwise 
greatly promoting the interests of his parish. He continued his labors 
in Lanark until September 14, 1939, when he was assigned to St. Mary 
Magdalene Church in Waupaca. While in Lanark he also had charge 
of the church at Amherst, which was a mission, and he served as 
chaplain at the Winnebago State Hospital for a time. He was also 
appointed principal of the Catholic high school at Oshkosh, a position 
which he filled while also serving an assistant pastorate. Now in ad- 
dition to his duties as pastor of the church in Waupaca he also has 
charge of St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s Church at Weyauwega and is Cath- 
olic chaplain at the Grand Army for Veterans Home at King. 

Rev. Father Krembs is a scholarly man, a brilliant and forceful 
speaker and a much loved pastor who has the cooperation and earnest 
support of his people. Under his guidance the work of the church 
hag been thoroughly organized and his work is being promoted along 
resultant lines. Father Krembs has membership with the Knights of 
Columbus. 

The church of which he has charge was organized in 1890 by a 
group of fifteen families of the Waupaca area, who purchased a church 
building and remodeled it for their purposes. It was then a mission 
of Sacred Heart Church of Manawa and so remained until the Rev. 
A. M. Billion was appointed the first resident pastor on the 28th of 
March, 1902, at which time St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s congregation 
at Weyauwega was attached to the Waupaca church as a mission, 
but it is now an independent parish. 

On the 1st of January, 1908, the Rev. Joseph Schroeder was ap- 
pointed pastor of St. Mary Magdalene, and remained in the position 
until December of that year, when he was succeeded by the Rev. Wil- 
liam P. Mortell, who came to take charge and continued here for six- 
teen years, or until December, 1919. During that time he accom- 
plished much for the parish, for he built a rectory, renovated the 
church and acquired the cemetery property, while other interests of 
the parish were also greatly advanced. The Rev. J. G. Short suc- 
ceeded Reverend Mortell, being made pastor here in December, 1919, 
and remaining until April, 1922. His labors were also very beneficial 
to the parish as he acquired the present church site, which is an ideal 
location on a beautiful corner, it having been purchased in July, 1921. 

The Rey. A. S. Dusold filled the pastorate from April, 1922, until 
September 24, 1924, on which date the Rev. Adelbert O. Reinlander 
took over the work, remaining as pastor until May, 1937. Under his 
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guidance and direction the present fine church structure and the rec- 
tory were built at a cost of sixty-five thousand dollars and dedicatory 
services were conducted by Bishop Rhode on November 17, 1934. 
The Rev. Frank Schoettl took charge in May, 1937, and remained 
until September, 1939. 

In the latter year Rev. De Loyd L. Krembs became pastor of the 
church and has greatly endeared himself to his people by his devoted 
service to the church and by his sympathetic understanding and help- 
ful interest in his parishioners. His work too has been carried on 
most effectively, for under his leadership the new organ was installed 
and the church completely furnished, with stations installed and other 
additions made that add much to its beauty and to the atmosphere of 
worship. The congregation now consists of fifty families but the 
summer tourist population adds much to the prosperity of the church. 
Reverend Krembs has succeeded in reducing the church debt until it 
is now almost negligible and the parish is in a flourishing condition. 


LLOYD RAYMOND SMITH. Quiet and unassuming in manner and 
disposition, sheer ability and talent nevertheless advanced Lloyd 
Raymond Smith of Milwaukee to a foremost position among America’s 
great captains of industry, and through invention and development 
he contributed in outstanding measure to the country’s reputation as 
the leading producer of machinery and mechanical devices in the 
world. There stands today in Milwaukee a mammoth plant covering 
more than one hundred and twenty-five acres that is a monument to 
his achievements in the realm of scientific research and their conver- 
sion into great practical forces in the economic world. 

Mr. Smith was born in Chicago, Illinois, August 31, 1888, a son 
of Arthur Oliver and Edith May (Nichols) Smith, the father being 
then engaged in the contracting business in that city. His grandfa- 
ther, Charles Jeremiah Smith, in 1874 began the manufacture of 
baby carriages in the basement of a two-flat building that occupied 
the present site of the Antlers Hotel, 616 North Second Street, in 
Milwaukee. The new enterprise grew and developed and was soon 
making parts in large quantities for other baby carriage manufac- 
turers. After the introduction of the bicycle the business was broad- 
ened to include the manufacture of bicycle parts and became one of 
the leading enterprises of the kind in the world. When Arthur O. 
Smith came to Milwaukee to build a plant for the original company 
he joined the company of which his father and two brothers were 
owners and in 1904 turned his attention to the automobile industry, 
organizing his business in that connection under the name of the A. O. 
Smith Corporation, of which he was the president until his death in 
1913. He introduced improved methods and equipment for the produc- 
tion of automobile frames in quantities considered phenomenal for 
those days. The industry was then in its infancy and A. O. Smith 
not only became the first to produce pressed steel frames, but invented 
much of the machinery and equipment necessary for the conduct of 
the business. He became recognized as one of the country’s leading 
industrialists, and when Lloyd R. Smith succeeded his father in the 
presidency he took over the management of a business which he 
developed to gigantic proportions. 

Following the arrival of the family in Milwaukee Lloyd R. Smith 
attended and was graduated from the West Division high school and 
for three years studied engineering in the University of Wisconsin, 
but discontinued his college course to become an active factor in the 
operations of his father’s plant in 1905. A quarter of a century later 
the State University conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws 
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in recognition of his scientific researches and findings and his pro- 
ductive accomplishments. He had had eight years’ practical experience 
in the business under the able tutelage of his father when he took 
over the presidency, which he occupied for many years and then 
became chairman of the board, acting in that capacity at the time 
of his death. The company pioneered in many ways, especially in 
the manufacture of large pipe for gas and oil lines, and through the 
mechanical skill of Mr. Smith and some of his associates there was 
developed a block-long machine to make automobile frames, the work 
being accomplished almost at the touch of a series of buttons, elec- 
trically operated, with little manpower, and as a result the corporation 
was soon manufacturing forty per cent of all the country’s business 
of this character, turning out ten thousand frames daily through the 
operations of only one hundred and twenty workmen. Shortly the 
business was utilizing more than one hundred thousand tons of steel 
per month, and the daily capacity of automobile frames soon reached 
fourteen thousand. The daily production of the plant also included 
thirty miles of pipe running to a diameter of thirty inches in forty- 
inch lengths, and pressure vessels ranging in size from three thou- 
sand to four hundred thousand pounds. The plant has long been noted 
for its welding processes of rolling steel cold into pipe and welding 
it electrically. Huge steel pressure tanks were developed for cracking 
processes in manufacturing gasoline from oil and glass lined steel 
barrels for brewery use, all of which gained for the company an out- 
standing reputation in the engineering field. Naturally the plant was 
enlarged from time to time until the buildings covered one hundred 
and twenty-five acres and the annual sales of specialized goods reached 
$60,000,000. Four hundred engineers were employed in scientific 
research, invention and manufacture in a house of glass and experi- 
mentation led to production that has been of vital worth to the 
engineering field. 

The conversion of the plant for war work led to the production of 
bombs by the thousands, including huge block-busters. The company 
has made a notable record in welding, exceeding that of any other 
company, and its welding processes have been of the greatest worth 
in shipbuilding, largely making possible the vast production of Liberty 
ships. Then came the Corporation’s establishment of a plant at 
Houston, Texas, where vessels of layer construction are built to serve 
as air accumulators, and, being shatter-proof, are of the utmost value. 
The Corporation also manufactures water tanks for both military and 
civilian use and frames for the Diesel engines in submarines and 
subchasers. On the 1st of November, 1943, the company received the 
order for the huge pipeline job from Corpus Christi, Texas, to Corn- 
wallis, West Virginia, and for the twenty-inch pipe for part of the 
eight hundred and thirty-five mile western leg of the Government oil 
products line from Beaumont, Texas, to Seymour, Indiana. 

While Mr. Smith always worked toward the end of supplanting 
manpower by machinery, nevertheless he had between five and six 
thousand employes and their welfare was one of his deep and abiding 
concerns. He made arrangements for providing them with all neces- 
sary medical care and insurance, and provided an excellent medical 
clinic at the plant. Mr. Smith, retiring from the presidency in 1936, 
was then made chairman of the board of the A. O. Smith Corporation, 
the development and success of which was in large measure attribut- 
able to him. He continued in the latter office until his demise, Decem- 
ber 23, 1944, when industrial circles throughout the country recog- 
nized that they had lost one of their most prominent, honored and 
representative members. 
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It was in 1915 that Mr. Smith married Miss Agnes Gram, a native 
of Milwaukee and a daughter of Edmund and Leonora (Beyer) Gram. 
Her father, one of the leading business men of the city, is conducting 
the leading music house of the state, under the name of Edmund Gram, 
Incorporated. Both he and his wife have contributed much to the 
musical and cultural development of the city. Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
became the parents of six children, of whom one son, Robert Lewis, 
died at the age of nine years. June Ellyn is now the wife of Myles 
Johns, of Milwaukee, and they have two daughters, Lloyd Ellyn and 
June Ellyn. Lloyd Bruce Smith attended Yale University and later 
assisted his father in the plant until he entered the armed services. 
He is now a vice president of the A. O. Smith Corporation. He 
married, September 22d, 1945, Anne Lucy Woodhull, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Stout Woodhull, of Dayton, Ohio. Suzanne Smith 
attended Smith College for several years and left to join the Nurses 
Aid Corps in connection with the war. Dana Lou is a student in the 
Shipley School at Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. Arthur Oliver, who 
completes the family, is attending the Milwaukee Country Day School. 

Not only did the interests of Mr. and Mrs. Smith center in their 
home and family but they were also closely associated in benevolent 
projects. They provided for the erection of the Convalescent Home 
in Waukesha County for the Milwaukee Children’s Hospital, and his 
mother and sister, Mrs. A. O. Smith and Mrs. Slocum, provided the 
furnishings. When one of his sons recovered from scarlet fever 
through the use of a certain serum Mr. Smith financed the founding 
of the convalescent serum center at Columbia Hospital in Milwaukee, 
this being one of the first of its kind in the country, and he was a 
member of the Milwaukee Foundation, a trust for administering 
charity. His benevolences were many, but were unostentatiously 
made when it was possible to keep his gifts from public knowledge. 
He enjoyed bridge and golf and also was an ardent hunter and fisher- 
man. He belonged to University, Town, Milwaukee Country and 
Milwaukee Athletic clubs. His college fraternity was Sigma Chi. He 
always avoided publicity and never sought or desired political pre- 
ferment, but in 1931 served as a member of President Hoover’s unem- 
ployment committee. In his social contacts he confirmed the truth of 
the Emersonian philosophy that “the way to win a friend is to be 
one.” He never dissipated his energies in business but concentrated » 


-upon the activities of the A. O. Smith Corporation, and in this way 


he contributed in large and important measure to the world’s work. 


HON. JOHN W. BYRNES, engaged in the practice of law in Green 
Bay, is one of the youngest lawmakers of Wisconsin. He was elected 
in November, 1944, as representative in Congress from the Highth 
congressional district. Prior to his election to Congress he represented 
Brown and Oconto counties in the State Senate, to which he was 
elected in 1940. His preparation for the legal profession and his ex- 
perience as an advocate before the court well qualified him for his 
political duties, which now divide his time with his work on behalf 
of his clients. 

He makes his home in Green Bay, where he was born June 12, 
1913, a son of Charles W. and Harriett (Schumacher) Byrnes, the 
mother also a native of Green Bay. The father was born at Maple- 
ton, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, and has devoted his life largely 
to educational activities, having for thirty-five years been a teacher 
in the schools of Green Bay, where he is now serving as vice-principal 
of the East high school. He ranks high among the able educators of 
this section of the state and has made substantial contribution to 
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Ee advancement and improvement of the school system of Brown 
sounty. 

At the usual age John W. Byrnes entered school and passed 
through consecutive grades until he reached his graduation from the 
East high school as a member of the class of 1932. His advanced 
work was done at the University of Wisconsin, where he completed 
the classisal course and won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1936, 
after which he continued there as a law student, gaining his profes- 
sional degree in 1988. 

He began practice in January, 1939, in connection with the State 
Banking Department, acting as special deputy commissioner of bank- 
ing until January, 1941. In the previous November he was elected 
to the State Senate for the regular four years’ term. He is a young 
man of keen intellect and of marked civic spirit. While in the State 
Senate he was chairman of the Senate judiciary committee, a member 
of the committee on legislative procedure and majority floorleader. 
He is a Republican and has been active in promoting the affairs of 
the Republican party and its principles. 

Congressman Byrnes is one of the youngest men ever to have 
been elected to Congress from the State of Wisconsin. He is the 
third youngest member of the Seventy-ninth Congress. 

He maintains an office in the Columbus building, and he is a mem- 
ber of the Brown County Bar Association, the Circuit, Wisconsin 
State and American Bar associations, connections which keep him 
in close touch with the trend of the times in regard to law practice 
and professional standards. 

Congressman Byrnes is also a member of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of Green Bay and was for two years chairman of the 
Brown County Chapter of the American Red Cross. He recognizes 
fully the duties and responsibilities of citizenship and the obligations 
that devolve upon him as a state official, as a member of the bar and 
as a private citizen. His religious connection is with the Catholic 
church. In leisure hours he enjoys golf and swimming. Through his 
efforts and achievements it is seen that he has early learned to evalu- 
ate the opportunities of life along those lines that make for well 
rounded development. 


Lucius W. NIEMAN. A penniless lad of thirteen years started 
out in business and became not only one of Milwaukee’s, but also one 
of Wisconsin’s leading journalists ere his life’s labors were ended 
October 1, 1935. It was at that time that the name of Lucius W. Nie- 
man was added to the state’s honor roll of those men whose achieve- 
ments led them far beyond the ranks of the many to stand among 
the successful few. His success was counted not alone in the terms 
of finance but was measured by the beneficial influence he exerted 
in the public affairs of the commonwealth as he championed, through 
the columns of his paper, every plan and measure which he deemed 
vital to the general welfare, for this man was the founder and editor 
of The Milwaukee Journal. . 

Lucius W. Nieman was born in a little frame house that stood 
in the tiny settlement of Bear Valley, Sauk County, amid a vast 
forest north of the Wisconsin River that only a short time before 
had been the hunting ground of the Winnebago Indians. His father, 
who had built the pioneer dwelling from foundation to roof, died when 
his son was only thirteen years of age and the boy then left home 
and school to earn his living in Waukesha. There it was that Lucius 
W. Nieman became identified with the printing business. His natal 
day was December 18, 1857, and therefore he had had but little 
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opportunity to learn the lessons of life, but he had been taught the 
value of industry and thoroughness and when he obtained the position 
of printer’s devil in the office of The Freeman of Waukesha he not 
only performed the tasks assigned him but closely studied the ma- 
chinery of a newspaper, storing up knowledge which was of great 
use in his later years. He worked on the paper for some time, but 
realizing the value of education he found opportunity to attend Car- 
roll College and a little later became Waukesha correspondent for 
The Milwaukee Sentinel. His work in that connection won the 
favorable attention of the editors of The Sentinel, who soon after- 
ward called him to Milwaukee and made him the legislative cor- 
respondent of the paper. At the close of the session he returned 
to Milwaukee and assumed the duties of city editor, and before he 
had attained his majority he was serving as managing editor of The 
Sentinel. 

It was thus that Mr. Nieman closed what might be termed his 
apprenticeship in the field of journalism. His record had been one 
of steady progression, but it was his earnest wish to own and publish 
a paper in Milwaukee, and in 1882 he invested all of his small capital 
—the result of his earnings—and other money that he could obtain in 
The Milwaukee Journal, of which he remained the chief owner and 
editor-in-chief for fifty-three years. 

It was a source of much gratification to Mr. Nieman when in 1919 
The Journal won the Pulitzer prize “for the most disinterested and 
meritorious service rendered by any American newspaper in 1918.” 
In its semi-centennial edition it was told that the first issue of the 
paper was printed on rented presses in the old German newspaper 
office, that all type was set by hand and that the shop was thrown 
into a panic by demands for “extras,” all of which was in great 
contrast to the position which The Journal attained as one of the 
leading metropolitan dailies of the country—and thus Lucius W. 
Nieman lived to reach the goal toward which he had set out a half 
century before. 

On November 28, 1900, Mr. Nieman married Agnes Elisabeth 
Guenther, who survived her husband for about one year, passing 
away in 1936. 

Harvard College was made the principal beneficiary of the estate 
of Mrs. Nieman, the bulk of the estate being given to “the president 
and fellows of Harvard,” to be invested and the income used ‘‘to 
promote and elevate the standards of journalism in the United States 
and educate persons deemed especially qualified for journalism.” 
With this bequest, known as the “Lucius W. Nieman and Agnes Wahl 
Nieman Fund,” Harvard established the Lucius W. Nieman Fellow- 
ships, which provide a year of academic instruction at Harvard for 
a group of active newspapermen selected annually. 


HARRY JOHNSTON GRANT, recipient of the Milwaukee Cosmopoli- 
tan Club’s service medal in 1942, is chairman of the board of The 
Journal Company. This honor was bestowed on him by a jury 
of fifteen representatives of Milwaukee service clubs for his sponsor- 
ship of The Jowrnal’s employe stock ownership plan. 

In Chillicothe, Missouri, September 16, 1881, a son, Harry J. 
Grant, was born to Benjamin Thomas and Ida Belle (Johnston) 
Grant. Following his graduation from high school in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, he was a student in Harvard University from 1903 to 1906. 
He then entered business circles as the New York representative of 
N. W. Ayer & Son, advertising agents, with whom he remained until 
1909. As manager of European sales for the Rubberset Brush Com- 
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pany and the Rubber & Celluloid Harness Trimming Company, he 
was in London during 1909 and 1910. Returning to this country, 
he served as manager of the American Viscose Company at Marcus 
Hook, Pennsylvania, from 1910 to 1912, when he was made vice 
president of O’Mara & Ormsbee, newspaper representatives, with 
whom he continued from 1918 to 1916. 

Mr. Grant came to The Journal in 1916 as advertising manager. 
About three years later he was made vice president of The Journal 
Company and publisher of The Jowrnal. Upon the death of the 
founder, L. W. Nieman, in 1935, Mr. Grant became editor and two 
years later he was elected chairman of the board. As executive of 
one of the leading Wisconsin dailies Mr. Grant began to put into 
operation a plan he had dreamed of for many years—a plan to make 
The Journal and its radio stations owned by the employes. So well 
organized was his idea that the stock was priced low enough so some 
six hundred employes now own forty percent of the company, repre- 
senting an equity of over three million dollars. To make it available 
to all, the stock was purchased on easy terms with dividends applying 
on the original price. 

Commenting on the selection of Mr. Grant for the Cosmopolitan 
Club’s service medal, the club’s presiding officer said that the stock 
ownership plan was an “outstanding service not only to the em- 
ployes but to the Milwaukee public as well. Ownership of stock by 
employes of The Journa! assures Milwaukee and Wisconsin a home 
controlled, home owned newspaper.” 

In 1944 Mr. Grant was given an honorary life membership union 
card by the International Printing Pressmen and Assistants Union 
of North America (AFL) with a citation for a “contribution to 
human welfare and to the interest of the printing industry which 
is outstanding in its character.” 

In 1933 Mr. Grant received the University of Missouri medal for 
“distinguished journalistic achievement.” He was a member of the 
board of directors of the Associated Press in 1940-41; is a member 
of the American Newspaper Publishers Association and the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors. Mr. Grant is a member of the Mil- 
waukee Art Institute; is a communicant of the Episcopal church; 
and belongs to the Masonic fraternity. He is widely known in club 
circles, with membership in the University, Milwaukee Rotary, Mil- 
waukee Athletic, Milwaukee Country, Blue Mound Country and 
Harvard clubs, all of Milwaukee, the Harvard and Lotos clubs of 
New York, the National Press Club of Washington, D. C., and the 
Surf Club of Miami Beach, Florida. 

On the 16th of July, 1910, Mr. Grant married Dorothy Glide 
Cook, and they had one daughter, Barbara Ann, who is now Mrs. 
Donald B. Abert. Mrs. Grant died April 26, 1923. Mr. Grant resides 
at 1260 Prospect Avenue in Milwaukee. 


MARVIN H. CREAGER, since 1920 a member of the Milwaukee 
Journal staff, was born in Grand Haven, Michigan, February 4, 1882, 
a son of Marvin H. and Mary (Swenson) Creager. He completed 
his education in the University of Kansas in 1904, at which time the 
Bachelor of Arts degree was conferred on him. He immediately 
went to work as a reporter and sports editor for the Kansas City 
World of Kansas City, Missouri, so continuing through 1904 and 
1905. In 1906 he became telegraph editor of the Kansas City Star 
and after several months was made night telegraph editor, which 
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position he filled until appointed night city editor in 1909, After two 
years he became special writer on The Stay and was telegraph editor 
from 1912 until 1916. He then went to the national capital and was 
Washington correspondent of The Stay in 1916-17, while subsequently 
he was literary and Sunday editor from 1917 until 1920. 

Removing to Milwaukee, Mr. Creager served as managing editor 
of The Journal from 1920 until 1938, when he became president and 
editor. In 1943 Mr. Creager became editorial adviser and vice pres- 
ident. He is widely known in journalistic circles, having been secre- 
tary of the American Society of Newspaper Editors from 1926 until 
1930 and its president in 1936-37. He is a member of Phi Kappa 
Psi and Sigma Delta Chi, and he has membership in the Congrega- 
tional church. 

On the 27th of December, 1910, at Lawrence, Kansas, Mr. Crea- 
ger married Helen A. Alder, and they have a family of three daugh- 
ters: Mrs. William Gates Howard, Mrs. J. I. Poole and Joanne. Mrs. 
Creager received her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University 
of Kansas and did postgraduate work at Simmons College in Boston, 
Massachusetts, before becoming head of the domestic science de- 
partment at Westport high school in Kansas City. Following her 
marriage to Mr. Creager she took an active interest in church and 
club work both in Kansas City and later in Milwaukee. She died 
October 20, 1948. 


JOHN DONALD FERGUSON began work as a newspaperman as edi- 
tor of a hand set country weekly at Booneville, Missouri, in 1915, 
after graduation from the University of Missouri with the degree of 
Bachelor of Journalism. He was born May 7, 1890, at Nevada, Mis- 
sourl, son of Jack L. and Leota Ferguson. After leaving the weekly 
field he was with the Kansas City Star as reporter and copy reader, 
1916-17; telegraph editor, managing editor and editorial writer on 
the Sioux City (Iowa) Tribune, 1917-23. He came to the Milwaukee 
Journal in 1923 as an editorial writer, becoming associate editor 
and a vice president of The Journal Company in 19388. In 1943 he 
was elected president of The Journal Company and appointed editor 
of The Milwaukee Journal. The School of Journalism of the Univer- 
sity of Missouri awarded him a medal in 1942 “for distinguished serv- 
ice to journalism.” 

Mr. Ferguson married Anna Irene Crotty in 1915, and their one 
child is Mrs. E. Robert Vogel, of Virginia Beach, Virginia. 


HON. JOHN E. MARTIN. On the list of those who have had charge 
in an official capacity of the legal interests of Wisconsin appear the 
names of those who have efficiently and conscientiously safeguarded 
the welfare of the state against every encroachment of a lawless na- 
ture. The name of John E. Martin heads the list, for since 19388, 
when he was first called to the office of attorney general and by reelec- 
tion in 1940, 1942 and 1944, he has worked diligently and deter- 
minedly to protect the state’s rights in every particular. 

Wisconsin claims John FE. Martin as a native son, for he was 
born at Green Bay, November 15, 1891, his parents being Patrick 
and Mary (Wigman) Martin. The father, who for a long period was 
a very prominent and well known attorney of Green Bay, died Feb- 
ruary 24, 1925, while the mother is still living. Through both the 
paternal and maternal lines Mr. Martin is descended from families 
that have long been represented in this state. His paternal grand- 
father came from Ireland and was among the pioneer residents of 
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Brown County, Wisconsin, where he settled in 1848. On the maternal 
side John E. Martin is of Dutch descent, for his maternal grandfa- 
ther, John Henry Wigman, emigrated from Holland when but six- 
teen years of age. He accompanied a party of Jesuit missionaries 
who came to Wisconsin and for some time he remained with them in 
their missionary work among the Indians. 

The parochial schools of Green Bay accorded John E. Martin his 
early educational opportunities and he continued his studies for three 
years at the University of Wisconsin, while later he attended Notre 
Dame University, where he also spent three years and there received 
his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1916. When the United States entered 
the first World War in 1917 he volunteered for service with the armed 
forces and became a first lieutenant in the One Hundred and Twenty- 
seventh Infantry, with which he served for twenty-two months in 
France and then returned to the United States, where his honorable 
discharge was accorded him. Returning to Wisconsin, he began the 
practice of law in Green Bay in partnership with his father and 
uncle, under the firm name of Martin, Martin & Martin, and there 
remained until 1928, when he removed to Milwaukee, where he opened 
an office and began practicing independently. 

Mr. Martin continued in that city until 1932, devoting his attention 
to the interests of his clients until he was appointed assistant district 
attorney of Milwaukee County. In 1933 he was chosen assistant 
attorney general of the banking department, in which capacity he 
served until 1935, when he returned to Milwaukee and resumed pri- 
vate practice, being closely associated with important legal interests 
in that district until 1938, which year chronicled his election to the 
office of attorney general of the state. Removing to Madison, he en- 
tered upon the duties of this position. That he has made a noteworthy 
record through the prompt and able manner in which he has dis- 
charged his duties is evidenced by his reelections in 1940, 1942 and 
1944, and by the incorporation of his name in the list of prominent 
Americans selected by the publishers for Who’s Who in America. 

Mr. Martin was one of a family of five children, of whom the 
eldest, Marie, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, became the 
wife of John Martin McHale, an attorney of Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
Agnes, the second daughter, a graduate of Stout Institute, is now the 
widow of John Sullivan and lives in Los Angeles, California; John 
E. is the third of the family; Patrick Jerome, a graduate of Notre 
Dame University, is an attorney now practicing in Rhinelander, Wis- 
consin; and Joseph I., also an alumnus of Notre Dame, is connected 
with the State Industrial Commission at Madison. He married Zeta 
Hoberg, of Green Bay, and they have four children. 

John E. Martin married Mary Kerwin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Kerwin, of Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. Martin have two chil- 
dren: Mary Hope and John E. Jr. Mary Hope is serving as platoon 
sergeant in the Women’s Marine Reserve Corps, while John E. Jr. is in 
the army as a member of the Ninety-sixth Division, U. S. Infantry. 
The family are members of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. 
Mr. Martin belongs to the American Legion, thus maintaining close re- 
lations with his old army comrades. He is also a member of the Mili- 
tary Order of the Purple Heart for wounds received in action at 
Cierges, France, during the first World War. At all times he displays 
the same loyalty in matters of citizenship which marked his service 
on the battlefields of France, and in his present position he is proving 
that he regards a public office as a public trust, to which he mani- 
fests the same loyal spirit that marked his actions on European soil 
a quarter of a century ago. 
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CHARLES HAWKS, one of the leading and representative business 
men of Horicon, has here resided for forty-seven years, and through- 
out the entire period has been connected with the insurance business, 
while for many years he has been active in the field of banking, 
having for more than a decade headed the Bank of Horicon as its 
president. Wisconsin claims him as a native son, for he was born in 
Juneau, Dodge County, December 14, 1878, his parents being Eli and 
Caroline Elizabeth (Potter) Hawks. His grandfather, Horace Hawks, 
was at one time a member of the New York Legislature. He never 
came west but lived and died in Georgetown, Madison County, New 
York, where his son Eli was born and reared. On moving -to the 
Mississippi valley he established his home in Juneau. On the maternal 
side Charles Hawks is descended from the Potter family, whose 
ancestors came from England to America during the Revolutionary 
War period and settled in the East. Mrs. Caroline Elizabeth (Potter) 
Hawks was born in Schuyler County, New York, and came to this 
state with her parents, Mathias and Harriet Potter, who took up 
their abode in Juneau. Mathias Potter was a son of Joseph and Polly 
Potter, and on removing with his family from New York State he 
settled in the Juneau section of Wisconsin, where he became a pioneer 
farmer. 

Thus along both paternal and maternal lines Charles Hawks 
represents families that have long been associated with the advance- 
ment and development of the state. He attended the public schools 
of Juneau, passing through consecutive grades to the high school, and 
in September, 1896, he came to and entered the business circles of 
Horicon, where he has since operated. He first established the Hawks 
Insurance Agency, which he and his sons still own and are 
successfully conducting. Later he organized the Bank of Horicon, 
which at first was capitalized for $15,000. This was later increased 
to $25,000, while the present capital is $50,000, and something 
of the steady and substantial growth of the business is indicated in 
the fact that there are now 1,500 depositors. In 1915 a modern bank 
building with all modern improvements was erected, and the bank has 
progressed from the beginning and proven a valuable asset to the 
business interests of the town. Mr. Hawks has served the institution 
in various capacities, advancing from the position of assistant cash- 
ier, through the cashiership to the vice presidency, while in 1932 he 
became president and has since remained the executive directing 
head of the institution. ; 

Mr. Hawks is widely and favorably known in his section of the 
state, not only because of his business connections but also because 
of his loyalty to Masonry, in which he has attained the thirty-second 
degree of the Scottish Rite, and to the Independent Order of Odd 


Fellows. He is also a consistent member of the Presbyterian church, 


and he withholds his aid and cooperation from no plan or measure 
for the community’s advancement along material, social, civic and 
moral lines. 

On the 22d of June, 1898, Mr. Hawks was married to Linda 
Yankey, of Juneau, and their children are Charles Jr., and Ralph, 
the former mentioned elsewhere in this work, and Dorris K. The 
two sons are graduates of the University of Wisconsin and the 
daughter is a graduate of Carroll College. 


CHARLES HAWKS JR. is a well known political leader of Wisconsin 
and a popular business man of Horicon, where he is connected with the 
Hawks Insurance Agency. He was born July 7, 1899, in the town 
which is still his home, his father being Charles Hawks, who is 
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mentioned elsewhere in this publication. At the usual age the son 
entered the public schools of his native city and after mastering the 
work of the grades and the high school received further educational 
training at the University of Wisconsin. 

Starting out in the business world, he was first employed for two 
and a half years by the Union Carbide Company, acting as a sales- 
man for that corporation in the central states. In 1896 his father 
established the Hawks Insurance Agency in Horicon, but having 
other interests he was glad to relegate insurance affairs to his sons 
and devoted his own time to banking. Accordingly Charles Hawks 
Jr. returned to Horicon to take over the work of the agency, in which 
he is associated with his brother Ralph, while their father remains 
as a Silent partner, giving his active attention to his duties as pre- 
sident of the Bank of Horicon. The insurance agency has continued 
to prosper under the direction of the brothers, and at the same time 
Charles Hawks finds opportunity to take active part in politics, in 
which he has been keenly interested since attaining his majority. 
He has closely studied the vital problems and issues of the day and 
the questions of party management, and few men are better informed 
on the questions which divided the two parties. He has always voted 
with the Republican party and on its ticket was elected to the 
United States Congress, where he served efficiently. His analysis of 
situations is keen and his political vision is penetrating. He discusses 
politics with the ability of a born leader who thoroughly understands 
the situation and its possible outcome in relation to public affairs. 

Mr. Hawks also rendered definite aid to his country at the time 
of the first World War, serving on the S. S. Rhode Island as a sailor. 
He made numercus trips on that ship in convoying troops across 
the Atlantic and he is now a member of the American Legion and 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Fraternally he is connected with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and he is also a member of the 
Presbyterian church. In these membership associations are found 
the rules that govern his conduct and shape relations with his fellow- 
men. 

Mr. Hawks married Lucille McGinnis, of Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
in 1928. She had attended Carroll College and had studied art in New 
York City. The children of this marriage, two in number, are Ann 
and Charles III, the former born March 20, 1930, and the latter 
August 10, 1938. 

Mr. Hawks’ brother, Ralph E. Hawks, was born December 10, 1900, 
in Horicon and he too was a student in the University of Wisconsin 
before the brothers took over the insurance agency which had been 
founded by their father and which they have since conducted with 
profit, owing to their careful management and progressive methods. 
-Ralph E. Hawks married Elizabeth Stewart, of Wichita, Kansas, and 
their only child is Mary Stewart Hawks. Both brothers are well 
known in business circles and Charles Hawks has a wide acquain- 
tance among the political leaders of the state, whose confidence he 
enjoys, as he does that of the general public. 


Howarp J. THOMPSON, meteorologist in charge of the United 
States Weather Bureau in Milwaukee and Section director in Wiscon- 
sin, has had many most interesting experiences as he has followed his 
chosen profession in the United States and Alaska. His assignment to 
Milwaukee came in October, 1943, and thus he returned to take up his 
duties in the land of his birth, for he is a native of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan. He was born July 19, 1895, a son of Walter H. and Sarah 
(Farr) Thompson, the former a railroad man and both now deceased. 
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After attending the grade and high schools of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Howard J. Thompson studied in the University of Maine and in the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, taking a special sci- 
entific course in both schools. During the first World War he spent 
fifteen months as a member of the army, being first attached to Com- 
pany E, Three Hundred and Thirty-seventh Infantry. He was in 
training at Camp Custer, Michigan, and later was transferred to 
North Carolina as a member of the Fourth Division, thence to the 
Signal Corps’ meteorological service in Texas. 

Before entering military service Mr. Thompson had been appointed 
a weather observer at Sault Ste. Marie in 1914 and following his dis- 
charge from the army he was stationed at Trenton, New Jersey, and 
New Orleans, Louisiana, in the line of his profession. In Utica, New 
York, in 1920 he married Martha Elizabeth Paxson, who is a native 
of Pennsylvania and a graduate of Syracuse University, where she 
won the Bachelor of Science degree in 1919. In 1922, following Mr. 
Thompson’s appointment to the Alaskan weather service, they went 
to that country with the understanding that they would remain two 
years, but their stay there covered twenty-one years. They were young 
then and desired to travel, so that Mr. Thompson volunteered with the 
weather bureau for foreign service, naming as his first choice Hawaii, 
as his second Porto Rico and way down at the end of his list he wrote 
Alaska, and it was there that he was sent, being assigned to Juneau, 
at which time there was only one other meteorologist in Alaskan ter- 
ritory, but such was the development of the service that when he left 
there were one hundred and fifteen full time employes and scores of 
weather observers, stationed at various places. His work in Alaska 
was of a most important and helpful character. In 1929 promotion 
made him chief of the airway weather service in Alaska and 
he removed from Juneau to Fairbanks so he could better super- 
vise the establishment of the airways weather service. By 1934 there 
were eight more weather stations in full operation besides those at 
Juneau and Fairbanks. The first experimental commercial plane flight 
had been made in March, 1926, and by 1940 air travel had supple- 
mented coastal and river boats as the principal means of transporta- 
tion throughout the territory, a large volume of mail being now car- 
ried by plane while the majority of supplies for many communities are 
taken to their destination by air. : 

His work was particularly. notable and beneficial in connection 
with military operations. Many years before the infamous attack of 
the Japanese on Pear! Harbor he had gone to Alaska to take up his 
work as meteorologist and foreseeing the value of systematized con- 
struction and development of observation stations and airways, he 
began the organization of the airway weather service, contributing 
to the establishment of a network of commercial airlines throughout 
Alaska. Airports were built in nearly every community with several 
hundred or more inhabitants and they proved invaluable when the 
necessities of war forced the influx of innumerable army and navy 
planes for the defense of Alaska. A year before the United States ac- 
tively entered the war Mr. Thompson saw the fulfillment of his am- 
bition in having weather stations built at Attu and Atka for the pro- 
tection of our distant Aleutian Island holdings, and by the time the 
Japanese had taken Attu in 1942 these stations had become of widely 
recognized value and worth to the country. After the American forces 
were again in possession of the Attu and Atka stations the military 
department had become keenly appreciative of their value and began 
the development of a network of militarily operated stations, in which 
connection Mr. Thompson was called upon for aid and under the lend- 
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lease system he spent the summer of 1943 in advancing the project. 
He visited all the existing stations throughout the island chain. Ad- 
ditional stations were established at strategic locations. Mr. Thompson 
now has in his scrapbooks numerous signed photographs of famous 
aviators together with letters of appreciation for the aid he rendered 
them in their execution of special missions. When in 1942-1943 the 
American army and navy planes were almost daily bombing Kiska 
and Attu, Mr. Thompson worked in close collaboration with the 
attacking forces, supplying the weather data that guided the flyers in 
their excursions through the fog-shrouded skies. In 1942 he went to 
Anchorage, where he remained at the head of the Alaskan weather 
service until he was transferred to Milwaukee. In 1942 and 1948 he 
served as ex-cfficio Commissioner of Commerce in Alaska. After 
twenty-one years spent in the Arctic north Mr. Thompson is thoroughly 
familiar with that country throughout our possessions and says that 
the coastal temperature in Alaska is about that of southeastern Wis- 
consin, but recalls that at Fairbanks he experienced sixty-six degrees 
below zero. While in the far north Mrs. Thompson, who has long 
been the associate of her husband in his weather observation work, 
traveled extensively throughout Alaska and had many thrilling and 
interesting experiences. 

It was during his assignment at Fairbanks that the first radio- 
sonde observations (1932-1933) were taken for the Weather Bureau. 
A radiosonde is an instrument which is carried aloft attached to a 
free balloon and transmits radio signals which are a measure of baro- 
metric pressure, temperature and humidity, through the levels of the 
atmosphere through the stratosphere. 

Mr. Thompson is a Mason, belonging to Sault Ste. Marie Lodge 
No. 32, F.&A.M., Alaska Consistory and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic 
Shrine in Milwaukee. He is a Rotarian, having formerly belonged in 
Alaska, while at the present time he is identified with the Milwaukee 
Rotary Club. He became a member of Alfred John Bradford Post No. 
4 of the American Legion at Juneau, Alaska, and at one time he served 
as an alternate member and attended the Legion’s national executive 
committee. His religious faith is that of the Episcopal church. Mrs. 
Thompson is a Quaker, being a direct descendant of the Paxson family 
that settled in Pennsylvania in 1680. In the field of scientific research 
and advancement Mr. Thompson has always manifested a deep in- 
terest, and it naturally follows that he is a member of the American 
Meteorological Society, the Milwaukee Astronomical Society and the 
American Geophysical Union, the last named being a national research 
council. 


OLE EVINRUDE. Milwaukee has had no more distinguished citizen 
than Ole Evinrude. Quiet and unpretentious in manner, he neverthe- 
less possessed the elements ot true greatness as expressed in a me- 
chanical genius that gave to the world the outboard motor. While the 
idea came to him in his early manhood, many difficulties and obstacles 
beset his path, mostly of a financial nature, but his purpose never 
faltered and with the unfaltering assistance and encouragement of 
his wife he pressed on until he headed a business that made the name 
Evinrude motors known in all parts of the globe. Ole Evinrude was 
born April 19, 1877, on a little farm near Oslo, Norway, his parents 
being Andrew and Beata (Dahl) Evinrude, representatives of sturdy 
Norwegian ancestry. The father’s people were of the farming class 
and the mother’s were expert mechanics, yet among the kinfolk were 
seafaring men. The farm which Andrew cultivated was named Evin- ' 
rude, and from this the family name was derived. The parents of 
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Ole Evinrude left Norway when he was a little lad of five years, in- 
tent on establishing a home in the United States. From New York, 
where they landed, they made their way to Wisconsin and took up 
their abode on a farm at Cambridge, near Lake Ripley. 

It was there that Ole Evinrude was reared, working in the fields 
from the time of early spring planting until crops were harvested in 
the late autumn, while in the winter months he was employed as a 
sorter in a nearby tobacco warehouse, but that task proved uncon- 
genial to one of his mechanical taste and in every leisure hour he de- 
voted his attention to building mechanical contrivances. Experimen- 
tation developed his skill and latent talent until at the age of sixteen, 
without aid from others, he built a sailing vessel, which he launched 
on the’ adjacent lake. In the succeeding fall he left the home farm 
and went to Madison, Wisconsin, where he became an apprentice ma- 
chinist in the farm machinery shop of Fuller & Johnson, earning 
fifty cents a day. There he readily mastered the machinist’s trade 
and afterward worked in other shops, while devoting his evening 
hours to the study of engineering. 

Later Mr. Evinrude was employed in rolling mills of Pittsburgh 
and in large machine tool works in Chicago. He returned to Milwau- 
kee in 1901, where he opened a pattern making shop. He also spent 
about three years as a master pattern maker and consulting engineer 
with the E. P. Allis Company, and about that time he began studying 
and experimenting with the internal combustion engine problem, 
which was then claiming the attention of the mechanical experts. His 
own ideas did not reach fruition, so he worked with several of the 
early makers of motors. He designed engines and parts, discarding 
imperfect ideas and improving others in an attempt to perfect his de- 
sign. From time to time he produced a good engine but found the 
usual difficulty in marketing a new product. It was then that he be- 
came a partner in the firm of Clemick & Evinrude, formed to manu- 
facture internal combustion engines to order and also make parts 
and castings. This venture was successful, their trade increasing 
rapidly. 

an the Government they received a contract calling for fifty 
portable motors. Mr. Evinrude had charge of the mechanical work, 
while the clerical and office work was turned over to the care of Bes- 
sie Cary, who was a student in the Milwaukee Business School and 
after hours cared for the correspondence and booking. The firm of 
Clemick & Evinrude was dissolved after six months and Mr. Evinrude, 
with a partner, organized the Motor Power Car Equipment Company 
to manufacture a standardized motor that could be used in any car- 
riage. During the following few years he designed and built several 
motors and cars and his prospects seemed bright, but a lack of ade- 
quate financial resources proved such a handicap that he returned to 
his old trade of pattern making, meeting orders from machine shops. 

During this time he had retained the services of Bessie Cary, and 
in the fall of 1906 they were married. She was born in Milwaukee, 
September 27, 1885, a daughter of Henry Cary and his wife, Harriet 
(Lynch) Cary, the former en employe of the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad. In 1907 a son, Ralph Sydney Evinrude, was born. 
Seemingly trivial things often turn the tide of one’s life, and so it was 
with Mr. Evinrude. Before his marriage he and his future wife 
attended a picnic on a little island on a hot August day and because of 
the heat the young lady said “What wouldn't I give for a dish of ice- 
cream.” Without hesitation Mr. Evinrude started for his boat to row 
two and a half miles for the delicacy. While he was on the return 
trip it flashed through his mind that there ought to be a motor for 
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rowboats, and he resolved that he would some day invent one. About 
two years after his marriage he began working on a model, which he 
perfected, and on showing it to his wife she asked what he would do 
with it. She realized its possibilities and urged her husband on to 
production. He produced a second model, which was tried out by an 
acquaintance, who the following day returned with an order for ten 
motors and the money for their purchase. Mrs. Evinrude assumed 
the business management of the new enterprise and in a Milwaukee 
paper inserted their first advertisement: ‘Don’t row. Throw the oars 
away. Use an Evinrude motor.” Orders followed so rapidly that it 
was necessary to have an office and plant, and Mrs. Evinrude took 
over the business management, leaving her husband free to devote all 
his time to the shop. She also succeeded in gaining financial assist- 
ance from C. J. Meyer, who invested five thousand dollars and 
became a partner in the new enterprise. This was in 1910. 

In the following year her advertising campaign produced such re- 
sults that they had to seek larger quarters and a removal was made 
to Walker Street in Milwaukee. There the business was continued, 
but theirs was a seasonal market, there being no sale for the motors 
in the winter. This led Mrs. Evinrude through correspondence and 
circulars to canvass export houses and eventually she prevailed upon 
a large export house to buy a few motors for the Scandinavian trade. 
This resulted in a very rapid growth of the business and within three 
years the company was employing three hundred workmen and their 
motor was being sold in many parts of the world. When Mrs. Evin- 
rude’s health became seriously impaired, however, Mr. Evinrude sold 
the business in 1918 and for several years they traveled, the change 
of scene and climate proving very beneficial to the wife. 

Toward the close of this period Mr. Evinrude began experiment- 
ing with an entirely different outboard motor, developing one weigh- 
ing half as much as the old one, using two cylinders and developing 
fifty per cent more power. With his design perfected he returned to 
Milwaukee in 1921 and organized the Elto Outboard Motor Company, 
of which Mr. Evinrude was president and his wife the secretary. 
Success was immediate and in 1929 the Elto Company merged with 
the Lockwood Motor Company of Jackson, Michigan, and the orig- 
inal Evinrude Motor Company, which he had sold in 1913, and thus 
was formed the Outboard Motors Corporation, Mr. Evinrude remain- 
ing president thereof until his death in 1934, just fourteen months 
after the passing of his wife, who had retired from active connection 
with the business in 1928, and who died in Milwaukee May 13, 1933. 
He held membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Milwaukee 
Yacht Club, was a member of the Elks lodge and of other local or- 
ganizations. He greatly enjoyed yachting, in which he indulged on 
the Great Lakes and Georgian bay. When he passed away July 12, 
1934, deep regret was expressed by all who knew him. Ue had not 
only been the inventor of the outboard motor, now in use in every part 
of the globe, but his friends and associates knew him as a man worthy 
of their highest respect and esteem, entertaining appreciation for his 
fine business judgment, his outstanding ability and foresight and his 
many admirable qualities. He displayed an unostentatious gener- 
osity, was most loyal in his friendships and amiable and genial in 
disposition, with a clear understanding of human nature that was 
expressed in sympathetic appreciation for the good qualities of others. 
His outstanding characteristic was his devotion to his family, the 
love and companionship of husband and wife being unusually strong. 
Their interests centered not only in the home but in the business. 
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They shared in each others hopes and ambitions, while the efforts of 
the one rounded out and perfected the labors of the other. 


RALPH SYDNEY EVINRUDE is president of the Outboard, Marine 
& Manufacturing Company, whose Evinrude Motors Division is one 
of the most important factories of Milwaukee. In carrying on and 
further developing this business Mr. Evinrude is following in the 
footsteps of an honored father, whose name as the inventor of the 
outboard motor became known throughout the world. After design- 
ing his outboard motor Ole Evinrude formed the Evinrude Motor 
Company for its manufacture and marketing, and thus carried on 
until his wife’s health failed, when he sold out and traveled widely 
over the country, hoping that Mrs. Evinrude would improve with the 
change of climate. When she had sufficiently recovered they returned 
to Milwaukee. In the meantime Mr. Evinrude had been studying 
and experimenting to improve upon his original outboard motor, and 
he perfected a new design, using two cylinders instead of one, re- 
ducing the weight one half and developing fifty per cent more power. 
It was in 1931 that the Elto Outboard Motor Company was organized 
to produce this motor. Operations were carried on under that name 
until 1929, when a merger between the Elto Outboard Motor Com- 
pany, the original Evinrude Motor Company and the Lockwood Mo- 
tor Company of Jackson, Michigan, led to the formation of the Out- 
board Motors Corporation. 

Born in Milwaukee, September 27, 1907, Ralph S. Evinrude is a 
son of Ole and Bessie Emily (Cary) Evinrude, whose complete life 
story is given on another page of this work. After attending the 
Riverside high school he entered Principia Academy in St. Louis and 
later was a student in the University of Wisconsin for two years. He 
was twenty years of age when in 1927 he entered into active associa- . 
tion with the business of the Outboard Motors Corporation, which 
was the outgrowth of his father’s inventive genius and his mother’s 
executive ability. He thoroughly acquainted himself with every phase 
of the business, and at his father’s death in 1934, as a result of his 
thorough training and natural ability, was qualified to take over the 
presidency. 

In 1936 Outboard Motors Corporation merged with the Johnson 
Outboard Motor Company of Waukegan, Illinois, to form the Out- 
board, Marine & Manufacturing Company, which today is comprised 
of four divisions: Evinrude Motors, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Johnson 
Motors, Waukegan, Illinois; Gale Products, Galesburg, Illinois, and 
Outboard, Marine & Manufacturing Company of Canada, Ltd., Peter- 
boro, Ontario, Canada. 

Upon the formation of Outboard, Marine & Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Ralph Evinrude assumed the presidency, with Mr. 5. ibe Briggs 
as chairman of the board and Mr. J. Stern as executive vice president 
and general manager. J. Stern started working with Ole Evinrude 
shortly after the formation of the Elto Outboard Motor Company, 
and his long association with the founder has enabled him to give 
valuable counsel and advice to the son of the founder, who has bene- 
fited by his training and experience. te ; 

In 1942 the company discontinued its civilian production of out- 
board motors and all facilities were converted to defense work in the 
manufacture of outboard motors, pumps, airplane parts and instru- 
ments. In 1945 the company is engaged almost one hundred per cent 
in war work. Many of its motors are going to the army, for power- 
ing storm boats for river crossings and for propelling boats made to 
serve as pontoons to support temporary bridges. Since the start of 
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the war all American plants of the company were awarded the Army 
and Navy “E” award for excellency in war production. Ralph Evin- 
rude, through the development of the business, has done much to 
supply the public with a low-priced outboard motor, thus contribut- 
ing to the democratic spirit of the country by bringing motor boating 
within reach of the masses. 

In 1931 Mr. Evinrude married Marion Armitage, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a daughter of Col. Guy and Rose (Turrow) Armitage, 
both now deceased. Her father served with the Thirty-second Divi- 
sion of the United States Army in World War I. Mr. and Mrs. Evin- 
rude have two children: Thomas Armitage, thirteen years of age, 
attending the Milwaukee Country Day School, and Sally Lou, aged 
nine, now a pupil in the Milwaukee Downer School. Mr. Evinrude is 
well known in club circles, having membership in the Rotary, Univer- 
sity, Milwaukee Athletic and Town clubs. His college fraternity is 
Phi Gamma Delta. He greatly enjoys boating and belongs to the 
Yacht Club. Modest like his father, he takes little credit to himself 
for the achievements of the company of which he is president, but in 
the reception room of the offices is a fine painting of his father with 
the inscription “Ole Evinrude, inventor and founder of the industry. 
Through his genius, courage, faith and vision he lightened the burden 
of the countless thousands of boatmen, of whom he ever was one, 
The waterways of the world bear tribute to his achievement.” 


JAMES EDWARD FINNEGAN. The consensus of public opinion 
places James Edward Finnegan in a prominent position in the ranks 
of Milwaukee’s lawyers, and his ability is further indicated in the 
fact that he has filled the office of Wisconsin’s attorney general. The 
steady development of his powers, his devotion to the highest pro- 
fessional standards and his deep interest in the science of law are 
strong elements of his growing success. 

Born in Milwaukee, November 26, 1892, James E. Finnegan is a 
son of John and Julia (Reidy) Finnegan. His grandfather, Patrick 
Finnegan, a native of Ireland, became a resident of the town of 
Greenfield, Milwaukee County, settling near Hales Corners, but later 
removed to a farm in Brown County, Wisconsin, where he continued 
to reside until called to the home beyond. His son, John Finnegan, 
was born May 15, 1855, and went with the family to Brown County, 
living on the home farm until 1886. He then came to Milwaukee 
and found employment in the shops of the Chicago & Milwaukee Rail- 
road Company, working as a carsmith, later as assistant foreman 
and afterward as general foreman of light repairs. He took a very 
active part in ward and city politics as a supporter of the Democratic 
party and likewise was an active member of the old Holy Name 
Church and later of the Gesu Church of the Catholic church. He died 
February 8, 1920. His wife, Julia (Reidy) Finnegan, was a daugh- 
ter of Martin Reidy, who came from Ireland and took up the occupa- 
tion of farming in Brown County, Wisconsin. The Reidys and Finne- 
gans were neighbors in Brown County and both families were active 
communicants of the Maple Grove Catholic Church, which was located 
just across the boundary line in Manitowoc County. John Coleman, 
great-great-grandfather of James KE. Finnegan, was one of the 
pioneers of the Maple Grove district of Manitowoc County and he 
lived to the notable old age of one hundred and four years. Mrs. 
Julia (Reidy) Finnegan, who was born January 7, 1863, died in 
Milwaukee January 8, 1934. 

After pursuing his education in parochial schools James EK, Fin- 
negan attended the West Division high school of Milwaukee, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1918. He early cultivated 
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the habits of industry and perseverance and as early as 1908 began 
working in summer vacation periods in the airbrake division and as 
blacksmith’s helper in the Milwaukee Railroad shops. During his 
school days he also worked on Saturdays in the book section of the 
Boston department store and did clerical work in the freight office 
of the Milwaukee Railroad. From September, 1913, until April, 
1918, he was employed at the courthouse as a copyist and had charge 
of records in the probate office of the Milwaukee County Court. He 
was graduated with the Bachelor of Laws degree from Marquette 
University Law School in 1916. For several years, 1917-1924, he 
was the Americanization instructor in the Fourteenth Street night 
school, during which time over eighteen hundred people, after taking 
his course in Americanization, were admitted to citizenship. 

It was in 1918 that Mr. Finnegan entered upon the practice of 
law in Milwaukee. He has had associates but never a partner in 
general law practice, and although advancement at the bar is prover- 
bially slow, his characteristic industry and determination have carried 
him steadily forward to the prominent place which he now occupies 
as a member of the legal profession. Since attaining his majority he 
has been an active worker for the Democratic party in ward, city and 
county, and since 1913 has actively participated in every state cam- 
paign. In 1932 he was the Democratic candidate for the office of 
attorney general and won the election. The high light in his two 
terms of two years each was perhaps the recovery of the million and 
a half dollars for the state from the Wisconsin Central Railroad Com- 
pany, he being the active factor in the settlement. The litigants had 
the measure introduced in the State Legislature and approved by 
both House and Senate, and the settlement was approved and signed 
by the state treasurer, the secretary of state, three members of the 
tax commission and the governor. In his political position Mr. 
Finnegan always inclines to the conservative side and his regime as 
attorney general was a strictly nonpartisan one. He wrote the brief 
and the case was upheld by the Wisconsin State Supreme Court 
creating a third party in Wisconsin. His service as attorney general 
covered the terms from 1933 to 1935 and from 19385 to 1987. In 1935 
he held that the sale of warehouse receipts was a violation of the Wis- 
consin liquor law and his opinion was upheld by the higher courts, 
which saved the investors thousands of dollars. Continuing his active 
interest in party politics, he was a delegate to the Democratic na- 
tional convention of 1940, in which he supported the candidacy of 
Garner. Also in 1940 he was the Democratic nominee for the United 
States Senate. In 1941 he joined the Republican party of Wisconsin. 
He is listed in Who’s Who of America, also in the Catholic Who’s Who 
and Who’s Who of the Western Hemisphere. 

Mr. Finnegan finds recreation in golf and athletics and he also 
enjoys card games, in which he is an expert. He belongs to the Elks — 
lodge and to the Knights of Columbus and is a zealous Catholic, with 
membership in Gesu parish. 

On the 12th of September, 1916, Mr. Finnegan married Olive M. 
Frawley, who was born in Milwaukee but lived in Port Washington, 
where she attended high school, while later she was a student in 
the Milwaukee Teachers College. She engaged in teaching in the 
rural schools near Port Washington prior to her marriage. She has 
always been interested in educational work and takes an active part 
in the Parent-Teachers Association. Her father, Jeremiah Frawley, 
was with the Milwaukee Electric Railroad & Light Company and in 
Port Washington worked in a furniture manufacturing plant. Her 
maternal grandparents, the Morriseys, were from the Maple Grove 
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section of Manitowoc and Brown counties, while the Goughs were 
pioneers in the Newburg section and the Frawleys were early resi- 
dents of the Saukville district, so that Mrs. Finnegan, like her hus- 
band, is a representative of families long associated with the settle- 
ment and upbuilding of the state. Mrs. Finnegan has long mani- 
fested a helpful interest in events of public importance and measures 
for the general good. She is a member of the Milwaukee Civic and 
Court Conference and she was corresponding secretary of the Mil- 
waukee Woman’s Club. The three children of Mr. and Mrs. Finnegan 
are John Edward, who attended Marquette University, is now a lieu- 
tenant in France and also a flyer; Hugh James, an anti-aircraft 
gunner in New Guinea since August, 1943; and Olive Margaret, now 
a student at Marquette University. 

Few members of the Milwaukee bar are better known in profes- 
sional circles of the state than Mr. Finnegan and something of his 
popularity is shown in the fact that in 1932, when nominated for 
attorney general, he won by a majority of 67,000 and in 1934 he won 
by 2,137, less than one vote of 2,990 precincts in the state. In 1936, 
when again the Democratic nominee, he lost by 30,000 when there was 
a Republican landslide, but nevertheless headed the Democratic ticket, 
which on the whole lost by over 200,000. People believe in him and 
he has ever merited their confidence, while what he has achieved is 
the visible evidence of characteristics that have brought him promi- 
nence, honor and success in law practice and in public life. 


ARTHUR J. BUTZEN, who was appointed general agent for the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company in 1929 and has his 
offices in the Warner building at 212 West Wisconsin Avenue, Mil- 
waukee, after twenty-one years of previous experience in the insur- 
ance field, has risen to his present position of trust and responsibility 
from a humble place in the business world, having started out to 
earn his living as an errand boy. His record demonstrates the force 
of close application, determination and adaptability, before which 
obstacles and difficulties will always vanish. 

One of Wisconsin’s native sons, he was born in Sheboygan, 
October 30, 1891, his parents being Peter and Anna (Leiendecker) 
Butzen. The mother, who is still living in Milwaukee, was born in 
Germany in 1869, a daughter of August Leiendecker, a native of 
Germany who on coming to Wisconsin at an early period in the 
settlement and development of this state cast in his lot with the 
pioneer farmers, and contributed to the agricultural progress of his 
district. Peter Butzen, who died May 1, 1933, was born in Trier, 
Germany, and after coming to the new world spent many years as 
an iron molder in the employ of the Koehler Company but later 
became a piano finisher in Milwaukee. In the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Butzen were three sons and three daughters, two of whom 
died in infancy, the living sister of Arthur J. Butzen being Regina, 
while his brothers are William and Paul, the former now connected 
with the Northwestern Mutual Insurance Company, while the latter 
is employed in the sheriff’s office in Milwaukee. 

Arthur J. Butzen began his education through kindergarten 
training in Sheboygan and then accompanied his parents to Mil- 
waukee, where he attended St. Boniface and St. Michael’s Catholic 
schools. When a young boy, desirous of earning money, he obtained 
a position as errand boy in the Chapman store of Milwaukee and sub- 
sequently was employed as special delivery boy by the Bunde- 
Upmeyer Jewelry Company. He made his initial step along his 
present line with the Northwestern Mutual Insurance Company of 
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Milwaukee on March 9, 1908, and has since been engaged in this 
business. He thoroughly mastered the duties entrusted to him, closely 
studied the business in its various phases and became more and 
more efficient, so that he was well qualified for his present position 
when appointed general agent for the Massachusetts Mutual Life 
Insurance Company on November 11, 1929. This company, of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, with over seven hundred million dollars 
in assets, and which was organized in 1851, is well known in its 
demands for adequate service on the part of its representatives, 
and that Mr. Butzen measures up to all requirements is shown in the 


fact that he has served the corporation in his present capacity for 


fourteen years. Moreover his efficiency is indicated in the fact that 
he has been chosen president of the General Agents and Managers 
Association of Milwaukee and has also been a member of its execu- 
tive committee. . 

During the first World War Mr. Butzen enlisted in the First 
Wisconsin Cavalry six days before war was declared and command- 
ing General William Haan appointed him as representative of the 
Thirty-second Division to attend the sessions at the Senate Office 
Building when the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Insurance Bill was passed. 
He went overseas in January, 1917, as sergeant major, Headquar- 
ters Detachment, Thirty-second Division. He received his discharge 
in March, 1919. He is now acting as county coordinator for the War 
Price and Rationing Board. He is a member of the Knights of Colum- 
bus, University Club, Wisconsin Club, Milwaukee Athletic Club, Red 
Arrow Club and is a charter member of Alonzo Cudworth American 
Legion Post. 

Mr. Butzen and his family reside at 2621 East Menlo Boulevard 
in Milwaukee. He was married in 1921 to Miss Margaret Shields, 
a native of Milwaukee and a daughter of Frank and Bertha (Birk) 
Shields, who are still residents of this city. Mr. and Mrs. Butzen 
have two children. Robert John, a graduate of the Marquette Univer- 
sity high school, and of Princeton University, where he completed a 
course in chemical engineering October 25, 1944, has since been at- 
tending midshipman school. Beverly Mary attended Santa Monica 
school and is now in Downer College. 


RIGHT REVEREND MONSIGNOR JOSEPH C. KNITTER, who has de- 
voted forty-one years to the work of the Catholic church in Wisconsin, 
is now pastor of St. Mary of Czestochowa in Milwaukee (3055 North 
Fratney Street). 

He was born in Kruszyn, Poland, on November 26, 1879, and is 
a son of the late Roman A. and Mary (Bielawski) Knitter, who also 
were natives of Poland, his paternal grandfather having been a Polish 
educator. The family came to the United States in 1888, settling in 
Milwaukee. Here Mrs. Knitter died in 1917. The death of her 
husband, at the advanced age of eighty-two, did not occur until 1935. 
Of the family of seven children the following, with the Monsignor, 
survive the parents: Sister M. Josephine, a Notre Dame nun; Ange- 
line, of Milwaukee; and Mrs. B. Osmanski, of Crivitz, Wisconsin, 

In St. Hedwig’s parochial school the future monsignor acquired 
his early education, while his higher studies were followed at Mar- 
quette University, which conferred the Bachelor of Arts degree on 
him in 1900 and the Master of Arts degree in 1902. After theological 
studies at St. Francis Seminary he was ordained to the priesthood 
by Archbishop Messmer on the 19th of June, 1904. 

His first appointment was the administration of St. Vincent de 
Paul Church for eight months during the illness of the pastor, Father 
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Max M. Dorszynski. He was then made assistant at St. Josaphat’s 
Basilica, the largest Polish church in the Northwest, and he con- 
tinued in that capacity from March, 1905, to January 1, 1907, when 
he was made its pastor, a post he held for the next three years. In 
1910 Father Knitter was transferred to Princeton, Wisconsin, as 
pastor of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, where he continued 
his labors for six years. In 1915 he was appointed to St. Mary of 
Czestochowa, where he has served for the last thirty years. His 
apostolic work during these three decades has been of far-reaching 
importance to the church. In recognition of this on March 15, 1944, 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII appointed him a domestic prelate with 
the title of right reverend monsignor. 

During the administration of the Right Reverend Monsignor 
Knitter the parish of St. Mary of Czestochowa, which was established 
in 1907 and dedicated in 1908, has grown from one hundred and fifty 
families to eleven hundred at the present time. Six hundred pupils 
attend the parish school. The parish property in addition to the 
church edifice includes a substantial school building, a convent for 
the Sisters of Notre Dame, a commodious parish hall and the rectory. 
There is also an adequate and complete heating plant. 

Through the able and careful management of Monsignor Knitter 
the parish property is unencumbered with debt. The church work 
has been thoroughly organized, the various societies are functioning 
well, and the parish life reflects a wise supervision combined with 
strong purpose and high ideals of sacerdotal service. These charac- 
teristics of priestly endeavor and pastoral zeal are still further mani- 
fested by the prestige the parish enjoys in the Archdiocese and the 
esteem in which its shepherd is held by his colleagues. 


FRANK L. PuGcH. The business interests of Oshkosh find a worthy 
representative in Frank L. Pugh, the president and treasurer of the 
Pugh Monument Company, makers of artistic granite and marble 
memorials, his business being carried on at 1100 Algoma Boulevard. 
He has been identified with this enterprise since 1924, and his close 
application and unfaltering energy are the basis of his growing suc- 
cess. 

Mr. Pugh was born September 8, 1889, on his father’s farm near 
Fisk, Wisconsin, a son of John R. and Mary (Stockwell) Pugh, the 
former born at Utica, New York, while the mother was born in the 
vicinity of Fisk. The Pugh family were pioneer settlers of Wisconsin 
and their ancestors were originally from Wales, while the Stockwell 
family came from England. Frank L. Pugh is the youngest of the 
three children born to his parents, the others being Lillie and Jessie, 
but the last named died in infancy. 

In his youthful days Frank L. Pugh was a pupil in the country 
school at Fisk and later attended the Oshkosh State Normal. He 
studied stenography and bookkeeping in the Williams Business Col- 
lege and he afterward read law in an attorney’s office of Oshkosh 
while working as a stenographer there, but in time came to the realiza- 
tion that law would not prove a congenial profession to him and 
entered the real estate and insurance business. He was thus engaged 
until 1924, when he became identified with his present line of work, 
in which he has now engaged for twenty-one years. The business of 
which he is now the president and treasurer had its inception in 1886, 
when a monument works was established by Frank Rogers and W. J. 
Fleming at 72 Kansas Street, now South Main Street, in Oshkosh. 
The company was succeeded by the Rogers Granite & Marble Com- 
pany in 1889 and was moved to 46 Algoma Boulevard. In 1894 Mr. 
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Rogers sold out to W. K. Rideout, who in turn sold to his son-in-law, 
Clarence Robinson, who removed the business from Algoma Boulevard 
to 261 Main Street. Mr. Robinson sold out to Woehler & Burr in 
1899, who continued the business at 232 North Main Street. In 1906 
Woehler & Burr purchased the business of J. J. Moore, who was con- 
ducting the monument works that had been founded by the firm of 
Moore & Holly, Mr. Moore having purchased Mr. Holly’s interest in 
1869. They also bought the Thomas monument stock, and in time Mr. 
Burr purchased Mr. Woehler’s interest in the business. It was in 
1924 that Mr. Pugh joined the enterprise by purchasing a half interest 
in the business, which was then conducted under the firm name of burr 
& Pugh. In 1926 they took over the stock of Mr. Suscyske, who had 
acquired the business of H. F. Wenrich. The enterprise had been 
founded in 1905 and was sold to Mr. Suscyske in 1922. 

On the Ist of January, 1934, Mr. Pugh purchased Mr. Burr’s 
interest and incorporated the Pugh Monument Company, of which he 
is the president and treasurer, with his wife as secretary and his 
daughter, Mrs. Lorraine (Pugh) Friedrich, as the vice president. Mr. 
Pugh removed the business from 232 North Main Strect to its present 
location at 1100 Algoma Boulevard on January 1, 1938, and here 
carries a very complete line of markers, garden furniture, monuments 
of all kinds and builds mausoleums. He utilizes the processes of poly- 
chroming and lithochroming to a great extent. His plant is very mod- 
ern and he employs five people, whose expert workmanship enables 
him to place upon the market a product that is truly artistic and 
pleasing to the public, so that his business has shown a steady and 
satisfactory development and growth. 

Mr. Pugh is a Royal Arch Mason and he attends the First Church 
of Christ, Scientist, of which his wife isa member. Mr. Pugh married 
Alma Engel in 1913, a daughter of Charles and Augusta (Germer) 
Engel. Her father was born in Mecklenburg, Germany, and came to 
the United States when twenty-three years of age, while the lady 
whom he afterward married was brought from Stettin when three 
years of age by her parents. Her father, however, died during the 
voyage across the Atlantic and was buried at sea, after which the 
widowed mother continued the trip with her children alone. She 
afterward married again, her second husband being William Abel. 
Mrs. Pugh was the fourth child of Charles and Augusta (Germer) 
Engel and was born in Oshkosh, where she secured her education in 
the public schools. She began the study of the piano at the age of 
nine years and began teaching others on the piano at the age of thir- 
teen years. At the age of eighteen years she began playing in moving 
picture theaters and then with orchestras in vaudeville and for road 
shows and miscellaneous theatricals. She also played with orchestras 
for various social functions in Oshkosh. She is a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, the ladies’ auxiliary of Masonry and the 
White Shrine. 

The only child of Mr. and Mrs. Pugh is Lorraine J., who is a 
graduate of the Oshkosh high school and of the University of Wiscon- 
sin. She married William H. Friedrich in 1942, who at present is a 
non-commissioned officer in the United States Army serving in the 
adjutant general’s office in Paris, France. 


Dr. MICHAEL R. WILKINSON, physician and surgeon and head of 
the Wilkinson Clinic, one of the outstanding professional interests of 
Oconomowoc, where he has practiced for fifty years, beginning in 1893, 
was born at West Lubec, Maine, September 29, 1864, one of the seven 
children of Daniel and Anne (McCurdy) Wilkinson. The father was 
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born in Ireland and when a youth of fourteen years came to the 
United States with his parents, John and Margaret (McCurdy) Wil- 
kinson, both of whom were natives of the north of Ireland and lived 
for some time at Ranthlin, County Antrim, whence they left for the 
new world in 1847. Five years later John Wilkinson purchased a 
farm in Maine. 

In early life Daniel Wilkinson learned the trade of shoemaking at 
Lubec, Maine, but found that work unprofitable and secured employ- 
ment in a steel mill at Pembroke, Maine. In 1876 he decided to try 
his fortune in the Middle West and settled in Milwaukee, where he 
lived for a year, while in 1877 he purchased land near Delafield, Wis- 
consin, and devoted his attention to farming until he retired from 
active business life in 1900. He married Anne McCurdy, daughter of 
John McCurdy, who was also born in Ireland, where he remained un- 
til he sought the opportunities offered in America. To Daniel and 
Anne (McCurdy) Wilkinson were born the following: John A., who 
is a practicing physician; Mary H.; Patrick J., who is a veterinarian ; 
Michael R.; Anna B.; Jennie M., and Catherine 8. 

Doctor Wilkinson began his education in the schools of Lubec, 
continuing at Pembroke, and later attended school at Delafield, Wis- 
consin, before entering the Normal School at Whitewater, Wisconsin. 
He qualified for his professional career as a medical student in North- 
western University, where he received his M.D. degree in 1893, and 
his initial experience came to him in Oconomowoc, where he opened his 
office soon after completing his studies. Throughout the intervening 
period, covering a half century, he has remained here, an honored 
and respected physician who has rendered valuable service to the pub- 
lic. He has always been most careful in diagnosis and his ability has 
been demonstrated in the excellent results which have followed his 
efforts. The only interruption to his professional work in Oconomowoc 
came at the time of the first World War, when he joined the army, 
becoming a captain in the Medical Corps. He acted chiefly as examiner 
on the chest examination board and after the first million men had 
been examined he was made ward surgeon at the New Haven (Conn.) 
General Hospital, No. 16, and from there was transferred to General 
Hospital No. 8 at Middletown, New York. 

After receiving his discharge at the close of the war Doctor Wil- 
kinson returned to resume his practice at Oconomowoc. Here he 
married and reared his family, and four of his sons became associated 
with him in the Wilkinson Clinic. The Doctor married Josephine 
Lingemann, of Whitewater, who is a graduate of the Whitewater 
Normal, where she and her future husband were classmates. They 
have become parents of seven children: Dr. Francis Wilkinson, the 
eldest child, was born at Oconomowoc April 10, 1895. He was a medi- 
cal student at Marquette when he left to enter the service in the first 
World War as a Second Lieutenant and became a military instructor. 
After the war he completed his studies at Marquette, received his 
M. D. degree there and joined his father at Oconomowoc, specializing 
in surgery. He married Frances McNulty and had three sons and one 
daughter. Mrs. Wilkinson died at the birth of the last child. Six 
vears later Dr. Wilkinson married Mrs. Patricia (Phelan) Hebert, 
and there are four sons of that union. Doctor Francis Wilkinson’s 
eldest son left Ripon College to enlist in this war. He is in the infantry 
branch at Camp Hood, Texas. Dr. John D. Wilkinson, the second child 
of Dr. M. A. Wilkinson, is an M.D. graduate of Marquette University, 
and is married and has eight children. Helen E., who was a graduate 
in food chemistry of the University of Wisconsin, is now head of the 
financial department of the Wilkinson Clinic. Dr. Donald C. Wilkinson 
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is a Lieutenant Commander in the navy, now at Iwo Jima with the 
Fifth Marines. He also won his professional degree at Marquette. 
Mary E., a graduate of the University of Wisconsin in food chemistry, 
is now the wife of M. B. Byrnes, of Milwaukee, and has six children. 
Clarence R., a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is in the 
intelligence department of the army and now in France. Dr. Philip 
Wilkinson, who took a pre-medical course at the University of Wis- 
consin and is a medical graduate of Marquette University, is now a 
Major in the One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Medical Battalion, was 
on duty in Australia and is now on Luzon. From the above text it will 
be noted that all but two of the sons of Dr. Michael R. Wilkinson and 
also his grandson are now serving in the armed forces. Two sons, 
Francis and John, remain with him in the clinic. 

Four sons of the family joined their father, Dr. M. R. Wilkinson, 
in the Wilkinson Clinic, which he opened January 1, 1929: Dr. Francis 
Wilkinson, now specializing in surgery; Dr. Donald Wilkinson in 
X-Ray; Dr. John Wilkinson, a specialist in obstetrics; and Dr. Philip 
Wilkinson, giving his attention to the eye, ear, nose and throat. The 
father is still active head of the Clinic. The building which they 
occupy was formerly a bank, which he purchased in 1928 and thor- 
oughly remodeled for its present purposes. It is modern in every 
respect, with comfortable appointments and beautiful interior deco- 
rations, and the institution is lhberally patronized. Aside from his 
profession Doctor Wilkinson has had few interests, although at one 
time he was vice president of the First National Bank. He served as 
vice president of the State Medical Society and is now an honorary 
member. He has always been fond of horses and he began his prac- 
tice in the horse and buggy days, since which time he has witnessed 
marked changes in methods of travel as well as in medical procedure. 
His cooperation has always been counted upon in connection with 
measures for the public good. Mrs. Wilkinson is treasurer of the 
American Legion Auxiliary at Oconomowoc. The activities of the fam- 
ily constitute a vital element in the welfare and upbuilding of Oco- 
nomowoc, where Dr. Michael R. Wilkinson has so long been regarded 
as an outstanding member of his profession. 


HARRY SAUTHOFF, a leading lawyer of Madison, who has been 
connected with the law-making bodies of both state and nation, was 
born in Wisconsin’s capital city, June 8, 1879, a son of August and 
Hermine (Brueggemann) Sauthoff. They were natives of the prin- 
cipality of Hanover, which later became part of Prussia in the German 
empire. They immigrated to the United States in 1858. After a short 
stay in Memphis the father became a tailor at Madison. During the 
Civil War he was in active service as a member of Company H, First 
Regiment of Wisconsin Heavy Artillery. Later he became a retail 
grocer of Madison, where he continued in the business until his death 
in 1886. His widow survived him for about thirty-seven years, passing 
away in 1923. Their children were: Harriet, who became the wife of 
George Kroncke, prominent attorney and county judge of Madison; 
Bert, head of the Moseley Book Store of Madison, with which he has 
been associated fifty-five years; August, who becanie a physician and 
is now with Mendota Hospital, Madison; and Harry. 

After completing a course in the Madison high school Harry 
Sauthoff entered the University of Wisconsin and won the Bachelor 
of Arts degree as a member of the class of 1902, after which he taught 
Latin and German in the high school of Lake Geneva and in the 
Northern Illinois State Teachers College at DeKalb, Illinois. In this 
way he earned the money necessary to pay his tuition in law school 


a As ai temo 40. vlbrind aft to stevia 


pi .s sUSviCU att te peree teotann-a1g & toot odw roanilliW 


— bnaencen AR 31 losdotit id to euce ai} to owd tod lis) 
ee oT aernot Weems ei} ai gue won sta aed 


bestia auvd yunl o# sad aopeditt' A ioudsi 0 etodw sawomes |; 


‘satiny. st To zaviten aad iat Hodigae (200 
| Cnt: r) silt ne obese to, Maem emrad watni dake 4 


& ais oneal 


adt Asin ecctlt pw 6 Won ye 

ete allt is Orr Wines «A Aid pew oxle af . 
pevdei rats boot a1 anova Yo. yienevine J ‘od? tows shan 
“aoabtids xi, wed Dig 4ohee! Yo teanryd Z M Ags 


Gat Ad ~ rere wot bos Karts O41) 10 Jeon Tei sonesillstal 


@ Wei & “ikeastind pete eit ‘to strubex Jeothom at bite flenoo 
eoy colar tothe atthe bare boihonll 400 of 101M 
fiw ti tved avedy: oad abe 4 “gona io yor at Baw . 


dbtilo sid iti cuiil aii 47 USM au : ‘ oat 
ae A MM +d oft siodd howtot uit off To-gaer 
atOdi th ik ranger 4 vite cag, hegtony aft foil Sth aerag 


ig} Snail prin Qo E Cgtsative ati ye siixisue Won aoe 
y as rt] bide g - 2gvet@edo ti jetiatesae o coats W wilel 20h; vel 
afl ced) fae soon Ang 228-507 0} solisolin ais ‘sutehe noe AlL We 


“ inp site 4. ysibited otiT ini’) ac To beh aviice dl Va 19dtad 
+} bits R<GT Af hampork osc] off tlofdw Anstt &¢ vente? eByr Yqusl0 
wiovs ai ovebom «i Jl eeuditty. Jawepy ali) xed belobomp1 «idyuo 
34h sibvedinl 1isisen a) boas AP ings paneer ab sam 
eid tnott GbieA fyisituaging Vietadil +i nottutivent off Dae alia’ a 
one tx dxeuartils clestaiai wat et cad tor iti sofoeth aeizestoig “ft 
» hover, OF cdnetl bnooiaVl seatd oft to tshirt Sole Rawied omit 1" 
ail ‘tuft ga dee 2 how yieieor 13! re eae ot Todnphiaagq ssiv 
gag ait anuge of dor mero 1p dunt doxd eyewte en oti 90 eres 
hoacaniiw and ot Smit doidw sorte «cab YR uw bers Ssetod orf} ri void 
swhovoig idee of 2k flew ag levied? to ehedien af eegads bodisor 
iw wialiootain wy. doe batitvos jvead eeiwin atl tvitetsqooo ail 
SH} 30 ‘tw7HessH ai noanthlie et .bowe olidwea Sa aer pewanomt ” 
ite? vat do cotlivinha ii sowomueed fi {te HizeA noigat anpiron A | 
O92 26 yaifliodaay fark sattew 4) of ttsmale tele Re atetiianos yi 


fiuléae vig eit to iochueen Reba gteboo ane 


How batt oy oxibuil to isis warbses! 4 <towruas yanaH 
eaw .ricitea few obese tod fe eocbod giristaaownl oe itty hatosutos t 
bits, IelaA Honore nm OVEE OF oak Cor tebe # ith ; 


‘ie wont). S081 abestats boliel) of} oS betareiegent, 
at guriuc iineibn ¥6 te actis! ¢ sensed veld oF mi 
Peru 1 ves) to oderems & as S0irisa av iipR’ Oh ene 
figtax « onset oil teled olin quelt fede 
iaab wit frig acuvthud s¢r ai fhesaisaeo ad atode .o0 
yelernc wrist apres Rdildaiocs wor arid bev iva wabin 
» ahtee sift gad ine dots 4uh 7 aver aereblidy barge 

Seeros prin ite sore foe qotruenths Logue’ 
aad Geb Aiohter: Tw sent ‘to 92038 Aesth 
tite dontolacey a cieded into Saauak ; eure wUR Gy 

writ his ; wexibalt ‘futineott sichnol, tiw wor a 
vr loos dyin nedibuli odd oi seawoar & ysidolymes ITA © 
qotodostl ols dow beveatizwooet W to gieeevin of} bowins Nodiead 
Jigen ond holdw yethG SOCT To coats if Yo Tali 8 an sotysh atrA } 4 ee 
a} si hit, evened odmt to jootive Might on ii wasnt) bee wit 

eit at xionil{! dighe@ de agatio? 2efogel stat2 aionilll aesdtiol im 
fowilon wel ‘Ai. 1 ud AE SRE EA 


pM ni yale 
livid 
ae 


70 WISCONSIN 


and he was also instructor in Latin in the Madison high school from 
1902 until 1907. It was in 1906 that he enrolled as a law student in 
the University of Wisconsin, where the LL.B. degree was conferred 
on him in 1909, and during his college days he became a member of 
Phi Alpha Delta. On completion of his college work he took up the 
practice of his profession as a member of the firm of Murphy & 
Kroncke. After the demise of Mr. Murphy the firm became Kroncke 
& Sauthoff. In 1932 Mr. Kroncke became county judge but his son 
became associated with Mr. Sauthoff and, with two other partners, 
the firm style was changed to Sauthoff, Hansen, O’Brien & Kroncke. 
Mr. Sauthoff has long held a position in the foremost ranks of Madi- 
son’s attorneys and has done much to sustain the high reputation that 
has always been attached to the Wisconsin bench and bar. 

The public offices that Mr. Sauthoff has filled have largely been in 
keeping with his professional activity. He was district attorney of 
Dane County from 1915 to 1919, during which time he defended and 
established the legality of the state highway law and several others 
that came up on the question of constitutionality. He also prosecuted 
the Home Rule League under the corrupt practice act and secured 
conviction. The case was then taken to the Supreme Court, which 
held the law unconstitutional. Mr. Sauthoff was also connected with 
other outstanding cases and the court records attest his ability in the 
many favorable verdicts he has won. He gained public prominence 
as divorce counsel of Dane County in 1928-24. Previously, in 1921, 
he had been private secretary to Governor John J. Blaine. 

As a lawmaker Mr. Sauthoff has also made a creditable record. 
For four years (1925-1929) he represented the voters of the Twenty- 
sixth district in the Wisconsin State Senate. In 1935 the people of 
the Second Wisconsin district sent him to Washington as their repre- 
sentative for the seventy-fourth Congress, a position he also retained 
during the seventy-fifth Congress, and in 1941 and 1943 he was again 
a member of the House of Representatives for the seventy-seventh 
and seventy-eighth Congresses. He was also elected delegate to the 
Wisconsin Constitutional Convention and was then chosen to act as 
secretary of the convention. He has ever been frank and fearless in 
defense of the right as he has seen it and nothing can swerve him 
from a course that he believes leads to the best interests of com- 
munity, commonwealth or country. He was Wisconsin’s representative 
at the international conference between the United States and Canada 
in 1921 on the St. Lawrence deep sea waterway and also to the 
Mississippi Valley Conference held in the same year. He belongs to 
the Dane County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar and the 
American Bar associations and the nature and breadth of his interests 
are further shown in his connection with the Madison and Wisconsin 
Foundation, the Sons of Veterans of the Civil War, the Steuben 
Society, the Progressive wing of the Republican party, the Madison 
Club and the Madison Chamber of Commerce, while fraternally he 
is also identified with the Moose and the Elks. As a Mason he has 
been an active worker in the Madison Consistory of the Scottish Rite 
and at Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1934, the honorary thirty-third 
degree was conferred on him in recognition of the excellent and 
resultant service he had rendered the consistory and the order in 
general. He also holds membership in Zor Temple of the Mystic 
Shrine at Madison. Loyalty to any cause with which he becomes 
identified is one of his marked characteristics and this trait in him 
is recognized in all the organizations to which he belongs. 

On the 10th of August, 1918, Mr. Sauthoff married Mrs. Alice 
(Thoroughgood) Kimball, of Janesville, Wisconsin, who died in 
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October, 1985. She was a daughter of John and Ann Thoroughgood, 
who were prominent in social, civic and business affairs in Janesville, 
where Mr. Thoroughgood was a manufacturer and also served as 
mayor of the city. In Washington, D. C., on June 18, 1937, Mr. 
Sauthoff was again married, when Mrs. Lenore (Deering) Gilmour, 
of Port Huron, Michigan, became his wife. She was a professional 
woman and was serving as private secretary to Hon. Jesse P. Wolcott, 
congressman from the Seventh district of Michigan, which includes 
Port Huron. Mr. and Mrs. Sauthoff have one son, Harry Deering 
Sauthoff, born January 4, 1939. 


THE MILWAUKEE SENTINEL was founded more than a century ago 
by Solomon Juneau, first white settler, trader, postmaster and the first 
mayor of the incorporated city of Milwaukee. 

Its advent was heralded by an advertisement in the Green Bay 
Intelligencer of March 8, 1837, signed by John O’Rourke, a young 
printer whom Mr. Juneau had engaged to establish his new enter- 
prise—a venture which sprang from the historic rivalry between 
the west and east sections of the small village of Milwaukee and 
the appearance of a newspaper issued by Byron Kilbourn to promote 
the interests of the west side. 

In his announcement Mr. O’Rourke gave notice of his intention 
to “publish in the town of Milwaukie on the fifth day of June next, 
or as soon as the materials can be procured from New York, a weekly 
newspaper under the title of The Milwaukee Sentinel.” 

The first issue of the Sentinel made its appearance almost on 
scheduled time, its date being June 27, 1837. It consisted of four 
pages printed in good type on excellent paper, which, in the copy of 
the ancient publication in the possession of the Sentinel, shows little 
or no sign of deterioration. 

Mr. O’Rourke, who was in declining health when he came to Mil- 
waukee, lived but a few months after launching the Sentinel, carrying 
on valiantly a hopeless battle with tuberculosis and directing the 
operation of the paper in the final weeks of his short life from a cot 
in the composing room. He died in December, 1837, when Harrison 
Reed, who later became governor of one of the southern states, suc- 
ceeded him, assuming the post of editor and publisher in February, 
1838. 

Operating a newspaper soon palled on Mr. Juneau and after he 
withdrew his financial support Mr. Reed acquired the property, tak- 
ing over in the summer of 1840. 

Mr. Reed had many troubles. His finances were precarious, and 
objections on the part of landlords and neighbors to the noisy opera- 
tions of journalism forced many changes in the location of his plant. 
But through all of these changes the Sentinel remained and lives 
today within two blocks of the original Juneau trading: post. 

In 1842 Mr. Reed, becoming discouraged with the uphill fight, 
sold the paper to Elisha Starr, who in turn sold the property to 
David Keeler and John S. Fillmore. From their ownership the 
Sentinel dates its rise to importance in the community and in the 
state. Keeler and Fillmore, on December 9, 1844, established the 
Sentinel as a daily paper, the first in what is now the State of Wis- 
consin, and since that date through wars and fires and financial 
upheavals it has not missed an issue. 

On January 238, 1845, the Sentinel opened a free reading room, 
which in course of time became the public library of Milwaukee. 
Numerous improvements in the paper and public spirited contribu- 
tions from its owners marked this era of Sentinel history. Later in 


| ) ee 


ay wie YRTAMOOTS , 


boovtiyrosad? ack Baa. alot to rotity unh 8 aaw fe ~8O1 pores A 


olivesial 1 eretia seatiiend ban sivis fuioos at tepietong stow ow 
ge bevice o@ln Hae usteiosaatam « ee beoudgeorodT «iM ssotw 
AM Tee! AL savh 1e JO podgnidea! al. .vtia- eet Jo. 10¢ee 
horetio (ynitetT) gutrad et uoiw .baiteem siags enw Tlodiua® 
inddiaroion: 5 ae ene sti cick eran wit contort semi tro to 
dodo “7 sesh. Oil of eialoiose oteving cs gaits ew baa oeorow 
adbisl: Mi fhotdw ofseltbiWl te jotittib dinevoe of) steth msimmestTenco 
gaisssG vis woe ono syed Todlush eo bag 2M) com Not 

2e8i » yisuaebl mod Rodjuae 


Own Wises & aadd otom bohiqiot auw Hira 444 UAWIM gBT 
jag oft} box dieanteog sobs | ist me goed) wagnul aomotoe yd 
Soduavr irl t: ) ne hc? ee adt lo 1eyem 

Wiel moet) off of. Tuenseitav is aa vide bobwriod enw dnevbas ail 
anuey ¢ cle O adel, Yad faraia Paar ss ; dona lo woman llolel 
vaio wont if d-chiete of bometi» hod vsonah oN odtodw asining 
moved volavia omofem oat me's erta'tis? toutw osafaey. a—seitg 
hrs sodtueviht ‘to suelliv Terme off lo cnoitesn Jeus bor desw on3 
soiovig ol mijodiiza cosa vil baueet 1aqhyeansa 6B te SSA BIBAGH ok} 
obit tern edt Jo alastoini od? 

Wiiwaltti arf To sertan ovey stauall @ .1M smontonnennae eid al 
Jer saul Yo veb dtodd? qo nelagwitit to owed od) ab saiiduq™ of 


‘Ais ww & R1OT wo% toatl batuou1a 45d ano Seinetag often mooa en 30 


“ntose soley W. oT To abt) off tobag teqaqewen 
Oo Jace sttsvcotpes eth ghem toute off Yo oemet deri ofT 


wel %o hortienos 72 Seat TP sav l phied stab aft emit baluboros 


tw ygeo Silt ak ont rasq hyveifooxs, ae ony) booy ab bataing espag 
SHUT pe wrode Jnws\eor, od! lo noteesecor of} nit notteotidue trstons odd 


ia nperd isteb to ngia on TO 


SR 63 ative off jeder plilnod wainiiook aj 2iw aay + @elwor' QO aM 

Yoryuthoe hutust od? aatoaunl voto edinoam wat # ab bevil saluasw 
1) uittliaett> fur zceulusvrogu) dhiw olted esleqad « vitaniisy n0 
toy ag mol Gib Stole ait Yo ealeow font ss! af teqgagqg sd? to notjategos 


ingst anbe Sst “sdoveuwd ni ieih oH. waves galeoquies sdf at” 


vie .zetels ittulibes ott! Ww ono. s0cw Tis sracood tots! odw boot 
TRIN? at Totethiton bag telti~ to FR nth) yolotRrag anid bohess 
Ratt} | 

t wotls lee useonelk «FA ne b liey oc= leacaqewesmn & gaitniwdO 
rat vines. add boiiapes head) of jinoguea fnrotrenh nicl weotbsldive 
OD#I ta soma ghd ot ts8v0 grt 

Dak ..notinoetyg oviw esptheil ei .~ofdeent tans hed boo aM 
-wioT vio sa) of sseciision bog brothas to Mg eddie encitoside 


iid il Yo toiipyol of) ai eouteds vemer boxset meifammot Yo anole 


novel him boniscey bewsieer, oslt yeguerio sod? To Ha Aguertsls jut 


nog yothedt weenul faninica «ft to abasd owed aidlive “abot 


tet Wide cet dtew beysineocih yatarweed Deol aM -Qpat al 

i yPiononmy 443 bicn wud ml otw «wie ede ab seqnq offt. blow 
af? oileiowe wie! seed 61 unlit 4 adot baa wisest bivad 
ods ft fate (teenie ft ef coentionued ef sats abileotind Ssntters 


Wha eed + ee ras is: ad wat ; 
; ‘ 

Bi ; 2 SE nee 

ee bes! » i : 
4 - iy He ced 
; : aks --. 
Ps Py ives 4) 

‘ a 


dt Godkdeiiales REA. @ Midi! so oil bon ties tata “ap 


iM to otnth al! wouwke dadw ai devR old neq ‘Hab & ae lomissee 


trignpdh bins cst bis sia yuo) tab dedd ootia Bae snienos 
oes «0 boasiin joc sad tt eleveodqa — 


ain wnibean 29(t 8 ipeedo inure? adt bes SS vwoasl «O 


Oty sie te cawndil oiltag wt oonped ori) to seiueo nt doidw 


tise biyh tiie silelay,. hit toqngq ght ni pong ge au0Tam |. 


| ii viel yess Suwa? to ao Bhat Balsam e1arwo ett ato tin 


a 


<< 


12 WISCONSIN 


that year Mr. Keeler retired and Jason Downer, a distinguished 
lawyer, afterward a justice of the Supreme Court, became the editor, 
devoting but little time, however, to the work and frequently absent- 
ing himself for considerable periods. 

In these periods the readers of the Sentinel were pleased and 
intrigued by a series of brilliantly written anonymous editorials as 
well as by a well conducted feature column. Documentary evidence 
is not obtainable, but these contributions were generally and no 
doubt correctly ascribed to Increase A. Lapham, a conspicuous citizen 
who is accredited with the founding of the United States weather 
service. 

Mr. Downer soon abandoned his editorial career and General 
Rufus King, who had achieved a marked success as editor of the 
Albany Journal, came to Milwaukee in 1845 to become the editor 
of the Sentinel, a position which he adorned until he left it in 1861 
to begin a military and political career of national significance. 
General King, who was the father of General Charles King of our 
own day, immediately became a leader in the community and the 
Sentinel, under his direction, grew in size and influence. In 1856, 
when the Sentinel observed its twelfth anniversary as a daily paper, 
General King published with pardonable pride a review of the 
business of the paper, which is of interest still. 

3eginning in 1837, with a circulation of 300 or 400 it had in- 
creased that circulation to 1,600. The population of Milwaukee had 
grown from 7,000 to 40,000 and the value of the Sentinel had in- 
creased from the original investment of some $2,000 to at least 
$25,000, employing forty persons. 

Mr. Fillmore sold his interest in the Sentinel to General King 
in 1856, and on January 1, 1857, T. D. Jermain and Horace Bright- 
man became King’s partners in the enterprise, continuing until the. 
following January when they acquired General King’s interest, he 
remaining as editor. 

Under Jermain and Brightman, who were competent and enter- 
prising newspaper men, the Sentinel made great strides. It was 
during their ownership that the first Sentinel building, a handsome 
and substantial structure, was erected on Mason Street between 
Broadway and what was then East Water Street, a site continuously 
occupied thereafter by the Sentinel until the fall of 1930. 

General King gave up his editorship and joined the military forces 
of the Union in 1861, declining a diplomatic post which had been 
offered him by President Lincoln in order to engage actively in the 
war effort. He was succeeded as editor by Christopher Latham 
Sholes, famed as the inventor of the typewriter. 

Charles W. Willard succeeded Mr. Sholes as editor and he was 
succeeded by Hayden K. Smith and later by A. C. Botkin. 

In 1870 Jermain and Brightman disappeared from the newspaper 
scene, having sold the paper to the Milwaukee Publishing Company, 
the first corporation to own the Sentinel. A. M. Thomson, W. C. 
Roberts and C. W. Weaver were the incorporators and Mr. Thomson 
became the editor in chief. 

One of Mr. Thomson’s cherished dreams was a Sunday Sentinel, 
and on March 3, 18738, when the first Sunday Sentinel appeared, he © 
briefly realized his hope. However, the life of the Sunday paper 
was brief, publication ceasing on October 5 of that year. It was 
not until November 9, 1879, that the Sunday Sentinel was perma- 
nently established. 

A long succession of editors and publishers followed the retire- 
ment of Mr. Thomson in 1874. These included Dr. J. L. Kaine, Amos 
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Wright, T. W. Haight, Elijah W. Halford and Horace W. Rublee, 
the latter a political leader, diplomat and able journalist, who took 
over as editor and publisher on May 22, 1882, and conducted the 
paper brilliantly until his death on October 18, 1896. Upon Mr. 
Rublee’s death editorial charge of the paper was assumed by Harry 
P. Myrick, long associated with the Sentinel, who remained at the 
post until he resigned in 1901 to become editor of the newly founded 
Free Press. 

On February 18, 1901, the Sentinel passed into the ownership of 
Charles IF. Pfister, Milwaukee’s great industrialist and _ political 
leader, Who appointed Lansing Warren, of Chicago, an experienced 
and able newspaper man, as publisher. George H. Clement became 
mandging editor and Edgar T. Wheelock headed a large and capable 
staff of editorial writers. Mr. Warren became a victim of typhoid 
fever and died within a few months after assuming the post of 
publisher. He was succeeded by George H. Clement and Malcolm 
C. Douglas became managing editor. W. J. Kuecker was appointed 
business manager. Edward G. Johnson, a distinguished writer and 
critic, succeeded Mr. Wheelock as editor in 1908, and retired in 
1921. George F. Lounsbury was named in his place. Mr. Douglas 
left the Sentinel in 1908 and was succeeded by John Poppendieck Jr., 
who in 1911 also took over the duties of business manager, carrying 
the dual posts until the fall of 1922. 

On March 1, 1909, the “All Day” Sentinel was inaugurated, 
giving the paper continuous editions for the twenty-four hours of 
the day. This was continued until 1917, when the Ivening Sentinel 
supplanted it, remaining in the field until 1924, when the evening 
edition was discontinucd. 

June 1, 1924, Mr. Pfister disposed of the Sentinel to William 
Randolph Hearst, who installed Judge August C. Backus as publisher 
and president of the operating company. 

Paul Block entered the Sentinel picture in October, 1929, when 
he took the paper under lease from Mr. Hearst, with M. F. Hanson 
as general manager. Mr. Hanson was succeeded by Julius Liebman, 
who died in February, 1987. 

Mr. Block relinquished the management of the Sentinel in 1937 
and it has since been conducted as a part of the Hearst chain of 
newspapers. 

In January, 1939, the Wisconsin News, a Hearst owned evening 
newspaper, was merged with the Sentinel, with Henry H. Fris as 
publisher, William N. Thomson as business manager and James J. 
Colby as managing editor. 

In the winter of 1942 Mr. Fris’ health failed and he gave up 
active work, being succeeded June 1, 1943, by Frank L. Taylor as 
publisher. At the same time William N. Thomson became assistant 
publisher and James J. Packman managing editor of the paper. 

The century long record of the Sentinel is inextricably interwoven 
with the history of Milwaukee and her progress from a tiny trading 
post to a great metropolis. 

The first power press in the Northwest was installed in the 
Sentinel plant in 1846. In 1848 the first telegraphic message ticked 
into the city was received in the Sentinel office. In 1883 a new Scott 
perfecting press, the first in Milwaukee, was added to Sentinel equip- 
ment. The first dramatic review published in this area appeared in 
the Sentinel. Today the Sentinel serves Wisconsin and the Upper 
Michigan peninsula with an aggressive metropolitan morning news- 
paper. Printed on two double octuple black presses and a full color 
Pancoast press, served by Associated Press and International News 
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service and by wirephoto and soundphoto, the Sentinel has kept 
abreast with the newest techniques in the newspaper industry. The 
development of civic, business and cultural groups was supported and 
often originated in the Sentinel, which continues to carry on, ,dedi- 
cated today as it was a hundred years ago to Truth, Justice and 
Public Service. 


HARRY STUHLDREHER, one of the popular figures in sports circles 
today, is the coach and director of the athletic department of the 
University of Wisconsin, with which he has been connected since 1936. 
He was born in Massillon, Ohio, October 14, 1901, a son of William 
J. and Flora (Witt) Stuhldreher, both natives of this country. The 
grandfather on the paternal side was August Stuhldreher, who came 
from Alsace-Lorraine to the new world, settling in Ohio, where he 
followed the occupation of farming. William J. Stuhldreher engaged 
in the grocery business in Ohio. Both he and his wife are now de- 
ceased. They were the parents of two sons, Walter J. and Harry. 

After attending the public schools of Massillon, Ohio, Harry Stuhl- 
dreher spent the years 1920 and 1921 at the Kkiski preparatory school 
at Saltsburg, Pennsylvania, and then entered Notre Dame University 
of Indiana, where he was graduated in 1925 with the Bachelor of 
Arts degree. He took active part in athletics there, playing football 
in 1922, 1923 and 1924. He then went to Villanova College in Penn- 
sylvania, where he served as football coach from 1925 until the spring 
of 1986. On the lst of May of that year he came to the University 
of Wisconsin as director of the athletic department and football coach, 
and he has proven to be one of the most popular men in this connection 
that the school has ever had. He has the confidence and good will of 
the student body and his ability has gained their cooperation and 
support. 

Mr. Stuhldreher has membership in the Maple Bluff Golf Club and 
the Madison Club, also in the Rotary and University clubs. He be- 
longs to the American Football Coach Association, of which he is a 
past president and is now serving as a director. He is widely known 
in athletic circles and has always maintained the highest standards 
of college sports. 

On the 14th of June, 1928, Mr. Stuhldreher married Mary Agnes 
McEnery, of Germantown, Pennsylvania, who is a graduate of Trinity 
College and took post-graduate work in journalism in Columbia Uni- 
versity. Both write for the Saturday Evening Post, Mr. Stuhldreher 
being the author of many articles on sports and also the writer of 
fiction, contributing regularly to the Saturday Evening Post and the 
American Magazine. He has also written Knute Rockne, Man Builder, 
a book that had universal acclaim, It was first published in 1931 and 
has since been issued in a second edition. Both Mr. and Mrs. Stuhl- 
dreher are members of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church. They 
have a family of four sons: Harry Jr., born November 13, 1930; 
Michael, born December 30, 1931; John, born March 11, 1934; and 
Peter, May 24, 1987. 


HERBERT N. LAFLIN until his retirement in March, 1944, was a 
representative of the legal department oi Phe Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company for forty-seven years, holding the position 
of assistant counsel. Born in New Lisbon, Wisconsin, September 28, 
1869, he is a son of John W. and Helen M. (Daniels) Laflin and a 
grandson of John and Margaret (Kinne) Laflin, natives of Ireland, 
where they married in 1833 and then sailed to Quebec. Later they 
lived in New York and in Hartford, Connecticut, and in 1845 settled 
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near Watertown, Wisconsin, where John Laflin engaged in cabinet 
making and wood working until his death in April, 1847. His son, 
John Warren Laflin, then lived with relatives for a time and later 
was a clerk in a store and in the New Lisbon post office and in 1861 
engaged in farming with his brother near Fox Lake. In 1862 he 
enlisted for service in the Civil War as a member of the Twenty- 
ninth Wisconsin Infantry and served until mustered out after the 
close of hostilities. Returning to Wisconsin he followed merchan- 
dising in New Lisbon until 1872, when he went to Oshkosh, where 
he conducted a flour, feed and grocery business for eleven years. In 
1883 he was elected grand secretary of the Masonic Grand Lodge 
and removed to Milwaukee, where he filled the position until his 
death. All the degrees and honors of Masonry were conferred on 
him and in 1886, with M. L. Youngs, he began the publication of 
the Masonic Tidings, now the official organ of the fraternity in 
Wisconsin. He also belonged to the Grand Army of the Republic 
and in politics was a Republican. On December 38, 1868, he married 
Helen M. Daniels, of New Lisbon, and they had four children: Her- 
bert N.; Mrs. W. G. Cook, of Oshkosh, now deceased; Helen, the 
wife of Fred Bradford, of Milwaukee; and Mary, the widow of Evan 
D. Jones, of Milwaukee. 

Herbert N. Laflin began his education in the schools of Oshkosh 
and after 1883 attended the Milwaukee schools until graduated from 
high school in 1889. He next spent two years in the College of Liberal 
Arts of the University of Wisconsin and there pursued his law 
course until graduated in 1893, when the Bachelor of Laws degree was 
conferred on him. In 1941 he received the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws from Nashotah House. He began his practice with 
the firm of Elliott & Hickox and several months later entered the 
office of J. Montgomery Smith, a prominent attorney who was filling 
a federal appointment under President Grover Cleveland. Three 
years thus passed and in 1896 he returned to Milwaukee, where he 
entered the legal department of The Northwestern Mutual Life In- 
surance Company, thus continuing until March, 1944, when he retired 
to enjoy a well earned rest. 

At Mineral Point, Wisconsin, June 4, 1895, Mr. Laflin married 
Etta Milton Smith, a daughter of John Montgomery and Jennie M. 
(Crawford) Smith. Her grandfather, General William Rudolph 
Smith, who was born in La Trappe, Pennsylvania, August 31, 1787, 
and died in Quincy, Illinois, in August, 1868, was a son of William 
Moore and Anne (Rudolph) Smith, the latter a daughter of Captain 
Jacob Rudolph, who commanded a company in the Revolutionary 
War and was made a prisoner after the battle of Brandywine. The 
Rudolph family came from the first Swedish colony that settled in 
Delaware. General William R. Smith in 1806 went to England with 
his father and there began his legal studies in Middle Temple. Two 
years later he returned to Philadelphia and read law in his father’s 
office until September, 1808, when he was admitted to the bar and 
then practiced for a time at Huntington, Pennsylvania. He was a 
colonel of the Sixty-second Regiment of Pennsylvania Reserves in 
the War of 1812, afterward served in the State Legislature, then 
lived in Bedford, Pennsylvania, until 1836. The following year he 
and Henry Dodge were appointed commissioners to treat with the 
Chippewa Indians for the purchase of Wisconsin lands, and in 1838 
he settled at Mineral Point. In 1839 Governor Dodge made him ad- 
jutant general and in 1846 he was clerk of the legislative council 
and a delegate to the first Wisconsin Constitutional Convention. In 
1849-50 he was chief clerk of the Wisconsin Senate; in 1852 he com- 
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piled a documentary history of Wisconsin which was published by 
the state in 1854; was attorney general of the state in 1856-57; and 
from 1854 until his death was either president or vice president of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society. 

John Montgomery Smith, son of General W. R. Smith, was born 
in Bedford Springs, Pennsylvania, February 26, 1834, and was about 
four years old when the family home was established in Wisconsin, 
where he was reared amid pioneer conditions before the state was 
admitted to the Union. In 1852 he traveled overland to California 
and after his return four years later, studied law under his father, 
J. H. Clary and Judge Crawford, later becoming a partner of the 
Judge, while subsequently he practiced independently. He was a 
leader in Democratic circles; as a presidential elector voted for 
Cleveland; was a candidate for attorney general of Wisconsin; three 
terms was mayor of Mineral Point; two times school superintendent 
for Iowa County; and two terms district attorney. He belonged 
to Trinity Episcopal Church. On October 14, 1862, he married 
Antonia Hildebrand, who died August 17, 1867, and in 1870 he 
married Mrs. Jennie M. Crawford, widow of Judge. Crawford. She 
was born January 29, 1830, and died August 9, 1903. She was one 
of the lady managers of the World’s Columbian Exposition and a 
member of the Women’s Relief Corps, the Eastern Star and. the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. By her marriage to Mr. 
Smith she became the mother of a daughter, Etta M., now Mrs. 
Laflin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laflin have a daughter and son, Helen Margaret and 
John Montgomery. The former is the wife of Frederick Linley, of 
Berlin, Wisconsin, and has three children, Herbert Laflin, Frederick 
Laflin and John Milton Linley. John Montgomery Laflin on the 
day he graduated from high school enlisted in the navy for service 
in the first World War and was in training at Great Lakes, Illinois, 
after which he attended the University of Wisconsin. He married 
and his son, Charles Herbert Laflin, a graduate of the Shorewood 
high school, is now in the United States Army. 

Prominent in Masonry, Mr. Laflin belongs to Lafayette lodge 
No. 265, F. & A. M., of which he is a past master; the Royal Arch 
Chapter of Mineral Point; Ivanhoe Commandery No. 1, K, T., of 
which he is a past commander; Wisconsin Consistory, A. & A. 8S. R., 
and is a past grand master of the Wisconsin Grand Lodge, while in 
New York, September 15, 1908, the honorary thirty-third degree 
was conferred on him. He has membership in St. Mary’s Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Milwaukee, is a member of the standing com- 
mittee of the Milwaukee diocese, while several times he was elected 
to the general convention of the Episcopal Church. He is an active 
Rotarian, was president of the Milwaukee Rotary and at one time 
was district governor. He likewise has membership in the Milwaukee 
Press Club, University Club and the City Club. Along professional 
lines he is connected with the Milwaukee Bar Association. 


CoLa G. PARKER, president of the Kimberly-Clark Corporation of 
Neenah, which he joined in 1937, after having previously devoted a 
number of years to the practice of law in New York City, was born 
in Monroe, Wisconsin, July 1, 1890, a son of George S. and Ella M. 
(Godden) Parker, who are still living. His grandparents in the 
paternal line were Sumner and Mercy Clarinda (Fairbrother) Parker, 
who were natives of Maine and came to Wisconsin in 1841, settling 
in Rock County. After leaving this state, George S. Parker settled 
in Anderson, Indiana, where he was engaged in the banking business. 
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flis mother’s father came from England in 1856 and established his 
home in Janesville, Wisconsin, after which he engaged in railroading. 

Cola G. Parker is the younger of two children who were born to 
his parents, and after acquiring his public school education in Ander- 
son, Indiana, he attended the University of Chicago, where he was 
graduated with the Bachelor of Philosophy degree in 1911 and with 
the Doctor of Laws (J.D.) degree in 1912. He was then engaged 
in the active practice of law in Chicago from 1912 until 1917, when 
he enlisted for service in World War I, remaining with the army until 
1919 and winning a commission as captain of infantry. After re- 
ceiving his discharge he resumed the practice of law in New York 
City, where he was a member of the firm of Wise, Whitney & Parker. 

After remaining in the East until 19837 Mr. Parker joined the 
Kimberly-Clark Corporation, serving as vice president until 1942, 
when he was elected to the presidency and is now giving his attention 
to administrative direction and executive control. He also heads 
several associate and subsidiary companies, being president of the 
William Bonifas Lumber Company, the North Star Timber Company, 
the Neenah-Menasha Water Power Company and the Pulp Wood 
Company. He is also a director of the Fox River Navigation Com- 
pany, is president of the Paper Patents Company, a director of the 
First National Bank of Neenah and a director of the Port Washington 
(N. Y.) National Bank & Trust Company. 

Mr. Parker is interested in all important public problems, particu- 
larly as they affect business and individual freedom. He closely 
studies the questions before the country today and takes an advanced 
stand on matters relating to the public welfare. In club circles Mr. 
Parker is well and widely known. He belongs to the Union League 
Club of New York, the Metropolitan Club of Washington, D. C., the 
Chicago and University clubs of Chicago, the North Shore Golf Club 
and the Riverside Country Club of Appleton. 

Mr. Parker married Martha Fraser, a daughter of Alfred Valen- 
tine and Martha Willetts (Mott) Fraser, the former now deceased. 
Mrs. Parker is a member of the Society of Friends, or Quakers, and 
of the Colonial Dames, and is very active in Red Cross work and other 
charitable endeavors. 


Haro_p W. Story, a member of the Wisconsin bar who is now 
vice president and general attorney for the Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Company, with which corporation he has been connected 
since 1919, was born in Milwaukee and is descended from one of the 
old Puritan families of New England. His great-grandparents, Asa 
and Fannie Story, were the founders of the family in Wisconsin. 
Their son, Hiram F. Story, grandfather of Harold W. Story, came 
from Randolph, Vermont, about 1836 and settled in Waukesha, where 
he remained until 1850. He then removed to Milwaukee County, 
taking up his abode on section 6, range 21 east, which was the former 
residence of his father, Asa Story. There he commenced to farm 
the land but soon found that the surface soil was a covering of 
one of the finest limestone deposits of the entire country. The Story 
stone quarries were then opened and developed and furnished a great 
deal of the building material not only for Milwaukee County but 
for other parts of the state as well. Hiram F. Story proved a usetul 
and valued citizen of his community, a man of high principle and 
sterling worth who accomplished much good for his fellow men. 
Near the stone quarry was erected a substantial home which was a 
dominant feature of the landscape, standing on the crest of Story 
Hill and commanding a broad view of the Menominee valley long 
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before it was spanned by the Wisconsin viaduct. The house, which 
was built in 1860, at length passed into the hands of the Salvation 
Army and was used as a home for girls for some time. About 1912 
it was razed and the hill was graded to the neighborhood level and 
sold in building lots, but Story Parkway, one of the fine residential 
sections of the city, still bears testimony in its name to the early 
connection of the family with Milwaukee. 

Hiram F. Story married Nancy Maria Tichenor, and their son, 
Willis Edson Story, father of Harold W. Story, was born in the 
old Story home and became identified with the operation of the 
Story Brothers Quarry and carried on the high traditions ever con- 
nected with the family name. He married Alice Louise Tichenor, 
daughter of Isaac Paul and Mary (Love) Tichenor, the former a 
commission merchant, and they were pioneer residents of Wisconsin, 
arriving here about 1835 or 1836. 

Harold W. Story was brought to the Story home, his natal year 
being 1890, and in preparation for life’s practical and responsible 
duties he attended the University of Wisconsin, where he received 
both the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Laws degrees in 1915. 
His college fraternity is Beta Theta Pi. After leaving the University 
he entered the law firm of Quarles, Spence & Quarles, but when 
the United States entered the first World War he enlisted in defense 
of his country and entered the Officers Training School. He served 
with the First American Expeditionary Force from December, 1917, 
until June, 1919, and at the close of his military experience resumed 
connection with the firm of Quarles, Spence & Quarles. Subsequently 
he became junior partner in the law firm of Lenicheck, Boesel, 
Wickhem & Story, thus continuing until he joined the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Company as an attorney in November, 1919. Thir- 
teen years later, in 1932, he was made general attorney for the 
company and in 1934 was elected vice president, his official title 
being bestowed upon him in recognition of the service he had already 
rendered the company. He is also the vice president and a director 
of the Allis-Chalmers, Rumely, Ltd., and president and director of 
the Wisconsin Investment Company. 

Notwithstanding the insistent demands made upon him by his 
legal and business activities Mr. Story has found time to give close 
study to social and labor problems and is a recognized authority 
along those lines, being frequently called into consultation on such 
by state and federal agencies. He has been a consultant to the 
advisory committee of the Wisconsin Industrial Commission on work- 
men’s compensation and unemployment compensation. He was called 
into conference by Governor La Follette in connection with Wisconsin 
labor legislation and he presented the arguments for the Wisconsin 
Unemployment Reserve System at the initial conference, called by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt on unemployment insurance. He 
strongly advocated employers establishing unemployment compensa- 
tion upon a voluntary basis and he served on the committee for 
economic security at the National Security Conference of the states. 
He is the author of an article on the social security bill which ap- 
peared in the magazine Steel, November 18, 1935, and in 1936 he 
toured Europe, making an exhaustive study of working conditions 
there. He is often asked to speak on labor relations and discussion 
programs, and his public addresses are always enlightening and to 
a large extent carry conviction to the minds of his hearers. He is 
now serving as president of the Wisconsin Service Association and 
is a director of the Citizens Bureau of Milwaukee, at all times mani- 
festing a deep interest in matters affecting the civic welfare of his 
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native city. He is an ardent sportsman and game conservationist. 
He is a member of the board of directors of both the United States 
and Canadian Corporation of Ducks Unlimited, that well known 
international organization of sportsmen and conservationists. 

On the 7th of August, 1920, Harold W. Story married Lina Duffy, 
a sister of Judge F. Ryan Duffy and a daughter of Francis Fee and 
Hattie (Ryan) Duffy, born in Ireland and in Richwood, respectively. 
Her father, who was a lawyer, died in 1935. Mr. and Mrs. Story have 
one child, Richard, born April 16, 1931. 


ROBERT MATHEW RIESER, one of the leading corporation lawyers 
of Wisconsin, largely specializing in public utility and insurance law, 
also ‘well versed in other departments which have to do with corpora- 
tion procedure, maintains his office in Madison, where he located in 
1923. Back of this was nine years’ experience in law work elsewhere 
in the state, and his entire record has been one of steady and satisfy- 
ing progression. He is thoroughly competent both as an advocate 
and counselor and his contemporaries and colleagues in the profession 
acknowledge his outstanding ability. 

Mr. Rieser was born on a farm in the town of Troy, Sauk County, 
Wisconsin, August 29, 1888, a son of Louis and Susan (Jacoby) 
Rieser. Of Swiss descent in the paternal line, he traces his lineage 
back to John Rieser, who left Berne, Switzerland, to become a resi- 
dent of the United States and afterward followed the occupation of 
farming in Ohio. His son, John, was the great-grandfather of 
Robert M. Rieser and the father of John Rieser III, who was born 
in Ohio and came to Wisconsin in 1854, casting in his lot with the 
pioneer settlers of Sauk County. His son, Louis Rieser, was born 
on the homestead farm in Sauk County and engaged in tilling the soil 
until 1898, when he became a salesman for Gar Scott, dealer in agri- 
cultural implements. He died September 20, 1914. His wife, who 
had been called from this life March 3, 1901, was of Swiss and Alsa- 
tian parentage and the Jacoby family were among the early residents 
of Sauk County. 

The boyhood experiences of Robert M. Rieser were those of the 
farm bred boy. After attending the common schools and the high 
school of Sauk City he enrolled as a student in the University of Wis- 
consin, working his way through by waiting on table, tending fur- 
naces, working in restaurants and doing anything that would bring 
him an honest dollar and enable him to continue his law course, for 
he was most ambitious to become a member of the bar. He was grad- 
uated with the Bachelor of Laws degree in February, 1914, and in 
March of that year began practicing in Superior, Wisconsin, where 
he remained until February, 1917, when he sought the broader 
opportunities which he believed might be secured in Baraboo, Wis- 
consin, where he became a member of the law firm of Grotophorst, 
Thomas, Rieser & Quale. In the following November, however, he 
put aside all personal and professional considerations to enlist in the 
United States Army and in January, 1918, he was sent to the Officers 
Training School at Camp Dodge, Iowa. Later he was sent to Camp 
Gordon, Georgia, where he was commissioned a second lieutenant of 
infantry in June, 1918, while in September of that year he was 
advanced to a first lieutenancy. At Camp Gordon he served as assist- 
ant judge advocate and also did special work as an instructor and was 
on special duty with the inspector general’s department. He received 
his discharge as a first lieutenant January 7, 1919. 

At the close of his military experience Mr. Rieser returned to 
Superior, where he became a partner in the law firm of Pickering & 
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Rieser, and in addition to his practice he was instructor in business 
and administrative law at the Superior Normal School. He likewise 
served from 1919 until 1922 as assistant city attorney, nor did he 
relinquish his interests in military affairs. He became captain of a 
cavalry troop of the Wisconsin National Guard and in 1919 he served 
as the first commander of the American Legion Post at Superior, 
while in 1920 he was the finance officer of the Wisconsin department 
of the American Legion and he was the first grand chef-de-gare of 
the 40 and 8 of Wisconsin. 

In June, 1923, Mr. Reiser removed to Madison to take over the 
duties of deputy attorney general, to which position he had been 
appointed, and since that time he has practiced in the capital city. 
From 1924 to 1925 he represented his state in the Wisconsin-Michigan 
boundary litigation and was also a member of the boundary commis- 
sion. In 1927-28 he was executive counsel to Governor Fred R. Zim- 
merman and was special counsel for the attorney general of Wisconsin, 
representing the state in the United States Supreme Court litigation 
affecting the constitutionality of the Wisconsin Cab Curtain law and 
the constitutionality of the Wisconsin water-power law, both ruling 
cases which were widely cited in law journals of the country. 

After resigning as deputy attorney general, Mr. Rieser on April 
16, 1924, joined the firm of Olin & Butler of Madison. His practice 
is general but he is widely considered an authority on public utility 
and insurance laws. He is now serving as a vice president, and 
general attorney for the Madison Gas & Electric Company and 
attorney for the Community Telephone Company. He was one of the 
organizers and is the secretary of the Celon Company of Madison, 
manufacturers of decorative cellulose milk bottle and beverage bottle 
seals, this being the second largest enterprise of the kind in the 
country, exceeded only by the DuPont Company. The Celon Com- 
pany was organized in 1926 and Mr. Rieser has continuously served 
as its secretary, while at the same time he continues actively in the 
practice of law, in which his business is of a most important charac- 
ter. He belongs to the Dane County, Wisconsin State and American 
Bar associations and served as president of the State Association in 
1938-39. 

On the 1st of October, 1919, Mr. Rieser married Katherine Travis, 
a daughter of William and Susan Alice (Henderson) Travis, of At- 
lanta, Georgia. The two children of this marriage are Robert M. Jr. 
and William Travis, the latter a student in the University of Wiscon- 
sin. Robert M. Jr. was graduated from the University in June, 1944, 
and then entered the United States Army and is now stationed at 
Camp Jackson, Tennessee. Mrs. Rieser is prominent in the Univer- 
sity Woman’s Association, the League of Women Voters, in the civic 
activities of the city and in the Presbyterian church, to which both 
Mr. and Mrs. Rieser belong. He is a thirty-second degree Mason. 
He is a member of the Dane County Sportsmen’s League and a for- 
mer president of the Madison and Wisconsin Foundation, which is 
the Chamber of Commerce of Madison, and he is now serving as 
chairman of its Post-War Planning Committee. He is much inter- 
ested in the history of the Swiss people in the United States and in 
1940 was elected secretary of the Swiss-American Historical Society, 
which has its headquarters in Madison and is engaged in publishing 
the activities of the Swiss in the United States. His own record re- 
flects credit upon that of an honored ancestry and he is accounted 
one of the most prominent of the lawyers of the state in which his 
people have lived for over ninety years. 
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HON. WILLIAM H. STEVENSON, now serving his third term as a 
‘member of the United States Congress, and well known in Wis- 
‘consin as a leading member of the bar of La Crosse, is one of the 
istate’s native sons, having been born at Kenosha, September 23, 
11891. His parents were John Henry and Minna Louisa (Fenske) 
‘Stevenson, bcth now deceased. When William H. was but three 
iyears of age his parents moved to La Crosse. His father, who was 
‘always addressed as “Major,” and spent all his life in military 
‘service, was a man of unique character. He was a close friend of 
‘Colonel William Cody (Buffalo Bill) and of the American Indians, 
‘whose mode of life and whose lore was of great interest to him. 

Bill Stevenson “‘peddled” morning and evening newspapers during 
‘his grade school and high school days, arising every morning before 
‘five to cover his route. To keep in good physical condition he cut 
cordwood with a bucksaw during his high school and college years. 
In this way he paid the expense of his academic education. William 
‘'H. Stevenson attended the Central high school at La Crosse and 
later was graduated from the La Crosse Teachers College as a 
‘member of the class of 1912. His college work was done at the 
University of Wisconsin, where he gained his Bachelor of Science 
idegree in 1919. In the same year he completed a course in law, 
ithe University conferring on him the LL.B. degree. Admitted to 
practice law in the Wisconsin courts in 1919, he opened an office in 
Richland Center, where he remained in active practice from 1920 
‘until 1980. He was originally with the firm of Higbee & Higbee of 
La Crosse. Later he took over the law office and practice of Judge 
‘Levi Bancroft of Richland Center. Bill Stevenson served as circuit 
‘eourt commissioner in 1920-21; was divorce counsel from 1921 
until 1924. He was elected district attorney of Richland County in 
1924. Returning to La Crosse in 1928, he continued his law practice, 
‘and in 1934 he was elected district attorney of La Crosse County, 
filling that position until 1940. After his return to La Crosse Mr. 
/Stevenson joined A. H. Schubert in a partnership that still continues 
‘under the firm style of Schubert & Stevenson. Throughout the 
‘period of his residence here he has held high place at the bar of his 
‘district, the public recognizing the fact that he possesses in large 
‘measure the strong qualifications of the able lawyer, a clear thinker, 
-a logical reasoner and a forceful lawyer in debate. 
| Mr. Stevenson was first elected a member of the seventy-seventh 
Congress from 1941 to 1948, representing the Third Wisconsin dis- 
‘trict, and has since been twice reelected to the national law-making 
body. Congressman Stevenson is now serving his district in the 
| seventy-ninth Congress, which is confronted with more intricate 
and involved problems than any Congress has ever been called upon 
to face. Mr. Stevenson fully understands the responsibilities that 
‘devolve upon him, and gives close study to the many vital questions 
that come before Congress, especially those that concern foreign 
relations and war and post-war policies, his opinions being the 
direct result of comprehensive investigation of the subjects involved. 
He has made an excellent record in Congress, leading to the sub- 
stantial vote accorded him at his reelection in 1944—when Mr. 
Stevenson received the largest vote ever given any candidate for 
Congress in the Third Congressional district of Wisconsin, and also 
received the third highest percentage of votes in the entire United 
States of all congressional candidates with major party opposition. 

Mr. Stevenson has always been a Republican, but never sacrifices 
the public good to partisanship in politics. His legal fraternity is 
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Phi Alpha Delta. He has membership in the Kiwanis Club of La 
Crosse, which he has served as president. He is a member of the 
Masonic order, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Knights of Pythias and the Dramatic 
Order of the Knights: of Khorassan. He is a member of the 
Methodist church. 

On the 4th of September, 1913, Bill Stevenson married Miss 
Lulu Belle Bucklin, a daughter of James H. and Helena L. (Spring) 
Bucklin, both of whom are now deceased. Mrs. Stevenson is a 
graduate of the high school of Onalaska, Wisconsin, and of the La 
Crosse State Teachers College. She taught school for a time prior 
to her marriage. Reading is her usual form of recreation. She is 
also much interested in activities of an intellectual and cultural nature, 
having membership in the Twentieth Century Club, the P.E.O. and 
the Pythian Sisters. She is a loyal member of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, of which organization she is a past president. 
She was the second in a family of four children. The Stevensons 
have one daughter, Phyllis Belle, who was born August 15, 1914. 
Phyllis began her education in the grade schools of La Crosse. is an 
honor graduate of the Central high school and of the University of 
Wisconsin. She also attended the University of California at Los 
Angeles, and is a member of the American Association of University 
Women. She married William A. Grams, of La Crosse. They have 
one son, James Steven, born December 16, 1939. 


Dr. NEAL F. CRowWE, a physician and surgeon of Delavan, where 
he established practice in 1920, was born in Antigo, Wisconsin, April 
27, 1889, a son of Michael and Mary (Hickey) Crowe, both of whom 
trace their ancestry back to Ireland. The Crowe family was founded 
in America by Cornelius Crowe, the Doctor’s grandfather. For a time 
he lived in Pennsylvania, and it was there that Michael Crowe was 
born. Michael Crowe married Mary Hickey, who was born in Wis- 
consin, where her parents settled after immigrating from the Emerald 
Isle. In the family of Michael and Mary Crowe were three sons, 
George, Neal and John E. The son George served with the Medical 
Corps in the first World War as master hospital sergeant and died 
of influenza, which claimed the lives of so many of the soldiers of that 
conflict. The youngest son, John E., is practicing dentistry in Mil- 
waukee. 

The other son, Dr. Neal F. Crowe, entered the public schools of 
Antigo and passed through consecutive grades to the high school. 
When his studies there were completed he began preparation for a 
professional career as a medical student in Marquette University, 
where the M.D. degree was conferred on him at his graduation in 
1913. The following year he served as interne in the Children’s Hos- 
pital of Milwaukee and then practiced for three years at Walworth, 
Wisconsin. About this time he enlisted in the United States Army for 
service in the Medical Corps during the first World War. He was on 
duty with the British Army for eighteen months and was then trans- 
ferred to the United States Army and stationed at Camp Grant. He 
was first commissioned a first lieutenant, was then advanced to the 
rank of captain and after the close of hostilities held the rank of 
major in the Reserve Corps for ten years. 

Following his discharge from the army he returned to Walworth 
County and in December, 1920, opened an office in Delavan, where he 
has since remained. He is now connected with Drs. Kenny and Jacob- 
gon in the ownership and conduct of the Delavan Clinic and is thus 
rendering a valuable service to the community. In addition to his 
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professional interests he is also treasurer of the Barker Lumber 
‘Company. 

Doctor Crowe was married in 1924 to Miss Ruth Barker, of Dela- 
van, and they have two children: Mary Fairchild, born June 6, 1927, 
and Ruth E., born June 5, 1929. The family belongs to the Congrega- 
tional church and the Doctor is a follower of the teachings of Masonry, 
in which he has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. 
‘He also belongs to the Knights of Pythias lodge, while along strictly 
professional lines he has membership in the Walworth County, Wis- 
consin State and American Medical associations. 


FRANK WASHBURN STARBUCK, for many years owner and pub- 
lisher of the Journal-Times of Racine, with which paper he was con- 
nected from 18738 to the time of his death in 1929, was a journalist 
who held to high ideals in his profession and utilized these ideals in 
‘giving to the public a newspaper which was ever a credit to the state. 
He was “to the manner born,” for back of him was the experience 
of his father, Calvin W. Starbuck, who was owner and publisher of 
the Cincinnati Times. The latter was born April 20, 1821, and edited 
the Times during the momentuous period of the Civil War, the weekly 
issue of the paper reaching a circulation of over one hundred thou- 
sand, being distributed over a very wide area, while the Daily Times 
also had a large circulation. 

Frank W. Starbuck, who was born in Cincinnati, November 8, 
1845, obtained his initial experience in newspaper work in the office 
of the Cincinnati Times, remaining with the paper until after his 
father’s death, which occurred November 15, 1870. He was then a 
young man in his early twenties and the eldest of a family of ten 
children. The publication was subsequently sold, which netted the 
family several hundred thousand dollars. 

The scene of his labors then changed and Racine became the 
center of the activities of Frank W. Starbuck. The year was 1873 
and he had reached the age of twenty-eight when he moved to Wis- 
consin and became connected with the Racine Journal, which was 
then owned by Colonel W. L. Utley and his son Hamilton. From that 
time forward until his demise the name of Frank W. Starbuck was 
closely interwoven with the history of journalism in this state. The 
first copies of the Racine Journal came from the press November 25, 
1856, a daily being issued in the morning and a weekly in the after- 
noon. The paper passed through the usual vicissitudes of newspaper 
publication of the times, including various changes in ownership 
and at one period there was a suspension in the issuance of the daily 
for about twenty months. Things took an upward turn, however, 
when the Journal was purchased by Colonel William L. Utley in 
July, 1865, soon after his return from service in the Civil War. He 
admitted his son Hamilton to a partnership and in 1873 they took 
in as an associate F. W. Starbuck, who after a few months purchased 
an interest in the Journal and joined Hamilton Utley in its future 
publication, this partnership being maintained until Mr. Starbuck, 
by purchase in the late seventies, became sole owner and remained 
such save for a brief period when Clarence Dennis was interested. 

Mr. Starbuck’s progressive policy was at once manifest not only 
in mechanical production but in the presentation of the news and 
in the editorial makeup. He resumed publication of the Daily Journal 
January 1, 1881, after having purchased the subscription list of the 
Daily Argus, and he continued active in the business management 
of the paper until 1912, when his son, Frank R. Starbuck, took over 
those duties. The father had introduced certain fixed standards from 
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which he never deviated. It was his policy never to hold up to 
ridicule anyone’s nationality or religion and never to answer an 
attack made by a competitor. He believed in personal freedom for 
each individual as long as it did not interfere with the right, safety 
and happiness of others and that every employe had the right to 
work under the best conditions and receive the best wage the busi- 
ness could afford. He always endeavored to express unbiased opinions 
in his editorials and yet never hesitated to champion a cause which 
he believed to be for the best interest of the public. He held firmly 
to his own political opinions, but granted the same right to others, 
and he did not hesitate to change his viewpoint after careful and 
thorough studies of issues and problems if he deemed it the better 
course. He always advocated the highest standard in the mechanical 
setup of the plant, introduced linotype machines and other improved 
equipment at an early day, supplanting the old hand presses with 
those driven by steam power and these in turn by the electrically 
operated presses. 

The development of the business is shown in the fact that on 
January 3, 1881, the Journal became a six-column, four-page paper, 
while in 1894 the daily issue was expanded to eight pages. The 
installation of the first two linotypes occurred in 1895 and in 1907 
the second perfecting press of sixteen-page capacity was purchased. 
In 1911 the job room was discontinued and the Racine News was 
taken over, after which the paper was published as the Racine 
Journal-News until 1932, when the Jowrnal-News purchased the 
Times-Call, thus making it a one-paper city. 

In 1891 the Journal Company purchased a building at 828 Main 
Street, which, however, soon proved inadequate to the growing busi- 
ness and in 1921-22 the company erected a building at the corner of 
Fourth and Wisconsin Avenue which housed a new twenty-four-page 
Duplex tubular press. In 1938 a one-story building was erected to 
house a new press. The Journal Printing Company had been incor- 
porated in 1886, with Frank W. Starbuck as president, and his asso- 
ciation as such continued until his death. 

There was a slight break in his connection with the paper in the 
last decade of the nineteenth century. In early manhood he had 
married Carrie Golden and they had a daughter, Helen, who had 
removed to California prior to 1895, when Mr. Starbuck went to the 
Pacific coast. In 1875 he had married Mattie Raymond, a daughter 
of Seneca Raymond. Her death occurred March 16, 1912. She and 
their three children, Marguerite, Genevieve and Frank, accompanied 
the husband and father when he went to California and took up his 
residence on a fruit ranch near San Jose, but after two years there 
spent he resumed ownership and management of the then Racine 
Journal and about 1900 again established his home in Racine, where 
he remained until 1912, when with his three daughters he returned 
to California. Though he suffered from blindness during the last 
few years of his life, he continued to write editorials on his type- 
writer for the paper until about three weeks prior to his death, being 
assisted by his daughters, who read the papers and other things to 
him, so that he kept in close touch with the trend of public thought 
and action. One daughter, Marguerite, passed on in the early 1930’s. 
Mr. Starbuck had reached the age of eighty-four when he passed on 
in 1929. His life was ever a stimulating example to his associates, 
and many men remained in his employ from the time he was con- 
nected with the paper until long years had passed, appreciating his 
just and courteous consideration. Because of his progressive policy 
and his close adherence to the highest standards of journalism his 
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paper survived when many of its competitors passed into oblivion 
and became a potent influence in molding public thought and action 
not only in Racine but throughout the state, upon which he left the 
impress of a strong personality and an honorable purpose. 


FRANK RAYMOND STARBUCK, since 1929 president of The Journal 
Printing Company, publishers of the Racine Journal-Times, has been 
a lifelong resident of Racine save for a three-year period spent on 
the western coast. He was born in this city, January 1, 1876, the 
only son of Frank Washburn and Mattie (Raymond) Starbuck, men- 
tioned at length elsewhere in this work. At the usual age he entered 
the .public schools and passed to his graduation from high school 
with the class of 1894. The following year the family removed to 
California, where during the ensuing three years he assisted his 
father in the cultivation of a fruit ranch near San Jose. 

With his return to Racine in 1898 Frank R. Starbuck joined The 
Journal Printing Company, which had been incorporated in 1886, 
with his father as president, Frank W. Starbuck having been con- 
nected with the ownership and publication of the Jowrnal from 1873. 
The son became active as telegraph editor and also worked in other 
departments until he was elected secretary and treasurer of the 
company and was also made manager of the paper in 1912, when 
his father returned to California. That was his official connection 
until 1929, when, at his father’s death, he succeeded to the presidency, 
in which position he has since been retained. 

Mr. Starbuck is thoroughly American in all his interests and 
activities. His ancestral story is one of close association with the 
early history of New England through the Starbucks of Nantucket, 
while the maternal line identifies him with the pioneer settlement 
of Wisconsin, the Raymonds coming here from the East in the early 
1840s. He has sought and championed advancement in all that per- 
tains to community welfare, to the development of the state and to 
the benefit of the nation. While he has always voted with the Re- 
publican party, the columns of his paper have been open to the free 
expression of public opinion and a free exposition of conditions. His 
public spirit has been manifest in his stanch support of progressive 
projects for the community, leading him to help construct and serve 
for some years as a director of the Hotel Racine Company, also to 
support the enterprising movements of the Rotary Club and the 
Association of Commerce, in both of which he has long had member- 
ship. He likewise belongs to the Racine Country Club and was a 
member of the old Racine Club. He is also a member of the Masonic 
fraternity and of the Elks lodge, while his interest in his chosen 
calling has led him to ally the paper with the Associated Press and 
the United Press. Mr. Starbuck also became a member of the Inland 
Daily Press, the Wisconsin Daily League and the American National 
Press Association of New York, while for two terms he served as 
president of the Wisconsin Daily League and of the Wisconsin As- 
sociated Press. A man of clear perception, because of his wide reading 
and study, his opinions are usually sound and logical although he 
makes no claim to superior judgment on questions of local, state or 
national importance. Like his father, he has the keenest appreciation 
for the loyalty and capability of his employes, who now number nearly 
four hundred, including carriers. Over thirty of the adult employes 
have been with the company for twenty years or more. 

In May, 1906, Mr. Starbuck married Grace L. Bassindale, a 
daughter of George and Maria Bassindale, representatives of families 
long connected with Racine County’s pioneer history. The only son 
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of Mr. and Mrs. Starbuck was Allan, who passed from this life in 
1919 at the age of twelve years. Their daughter, Carol, who was born 
in Racine, July 10, 1914, was married in 1939 to J. D. McMurray, 
who is now employed on the Journal-Times, and they have two chil- 
dren: Martha Johnstone McMurray, born February 21, 1941, and 
Ann Starbuck McMurray, born January 7, 1945. Mr. and Mrs. 
Starbuck have practically spent their entire lives in Racine and their 
influence has been strongly felt in the intellectual and cultural de- 
velopment of the city and among their friends, who are legion, while 
the forty-six years of his journalistic experience has placed his name 
high on the roll of those who have made the Journal-Times a potent 
force in Wisconsin’s annals during the eighty-nine years of its publi- 
cation. The Journal-Times started a radio station in Racine in 1926 
and has operated it ever since. 


EARLE W. Harpy is president of the Hardy-Ryan Company and 
thus heads one of the old business interests of Waukesha, which has 
been in existence for fifty-two years. Starting as an abstract business, 
the field was later broadened to include insurance, real estate and 
loan operations. Earle W. Hardy is of the third generation of the 
family connected with the company, and the progressive spirit that 
has ever actuated the Hardys is manifested in all the transactions 
promoted by the organization. 

Mr. Hardy was born in Chicago, September 5, 1896, a son of 
William H. Hardy Jr. and Anna. (Leesley) Hardy. He attended the 
Waukesha public schools until he had completed the high school 
course and then entered the University of Wisconsin, where he was 
graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1921. Returning 
home, he joined his father in the business in which he has since 
engaged. The Hardy-Ryan Abstract Company was organized as a 
partnership between William H. Hardy and T. E. Ryan in 1891, at 
which time William H. Hardy Jr. became the active manager. An 
office was opened in the basement of the old county courthouse and . 
when the growth of the business demanded, a removal was made to 
Freeman Corners. The office was next located in the Putney block 
for several years and later space was secured in the basement of the. 
National Exchange Bank building. Subsequently the company pur- 
chased the Clarke house, a one-story frame residence at the corner 
of Grand Avenue and South Street, to secure larger quarters, for by 
this time the business had been expanded by the establishment of an 
insurance and other departments. Loans were being made to re- 
sponsible residents and the patronage was steadily increasing in all 
its branches. After the completion of the Ovitt block the company 
had its offices on the second floor for several years and in 1914 
erected its own building at 253 South Street, for again added space 
was needed to meet the demands of the extensive business that had 
been developed in the abstract, loans, insurance and real estate 
departments. 

With the incorporation of the business in 1900 under the name 
of the Hardy-Ryan Abstract Company, T. E. Ryan became the first 
president, C. W. Newbury was chosen vice president and W. H. 
Hardy became the treasurer, with his son, W. H. Hardy Jr., as the 
secretary. About 1905 the last named, together with S. B. Mills of the 
Waukesha National Bank, acquired an interest in the business, and 
following the death of Mr. Ryan, Mr. Mills became the second presi- 
dent of the company and so continued until ill health forced his 
withdrawal from the business and he was succeeded in the presidency 
by W. H. Hardy Jr. After the entrance of Karle W. Hardy into the 
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company in 1921 he was elected secretary-treasurer and after his 
father’s death in 1932 he was elected his successor in the office of 
president and so continues. J. A. Van Ness is the vice president of 
the corporation. A great majority of the realty transactions of 
Waukesha have been promoted through this office and the company 
has arranged the financing of these and of many business enterprises 
of the city. The insurance department also has many clients and in 
each field in which they operate the company has had a constantly 
increasing business that is now of extensive proportions. Among the 
cherished possessions of the Hardy-Ryan Abstract Company are two 
valuable old plats, dated 1844 and 1847, and bearing the signatures 
of the first white settlers in Waukesha County and the first in Mil- 
waukee County. These are known as Cutler’s First Addition and 
Cutler’s Second Addition. 

Mr. Hardy is recognized as one of the foremost business men of 
Waukesha, alert, energetic and ready for any opportunity that points 
to honorable success. In addition to his business as president of the 
Hardy-Ryan Abstract Company he is vice president of the Alloy 
Products Company, of the Waukesha Amusement Company and the 
Wardmont Realty Company, and his cooperation is considered a 
valuable asset in any business organization. 

On the 17th of June, 1926, Earle W. Hardy married Ethel Barker, 
of Chicago, and their two children are: Sally, who was born September 
17, 1927, and is a graduate of Milwaukee Downer Seminary and is 
now at Smith College; and Leesley, born in 1928. Mr. Hardy, like 
his father, is identified with the Masonic fraternity, William H. 
Hardy having been a Consistory Mason and a Shriner and also a 
member of the Congregational church. The son is a member of the 
University Club of Milwaukee and the Merrill Hills Country Club, 
and he and his wife are prominent socially. There is another interest- 
ing chapter in his life record, for at the time of the first World War 
he enlisted as a member of the Marine Corps, becoming a private of 
the Thirteenth Regiment, with which he went overseas, where he 
remained for a year, receiving his discharge after his return to this 
country following the signing of the Armistice. In matters of citizen- 
ship he at all times measures up to the highest standards, lending 
ready assistance to all measures for the public good. 


EMIL GEHRKE, whom public opinion accords an enviable position 
as one of the enterprising and energetic merchants of Waupaca 
County, is dealing in hardware and implements at New London, being 
of the firm of Gehrke Brothers, who in addition to the New London 
establishment have a store in Manawa, which is conducted by his 
brother, Fred Gehrke. 

It was in 1889 that Emil Gehrke was born in Manawa, soon after 
his parents, Fred J. and Henrietta (Gippert) Gehrke, established their 
home in Wisconsin. The father was a son of John Gehrke, who was 
- born in Germany and became the founder of the family in the new 
world, settling in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he remained for 
eleven years, after which the family came to Waupaca County. Fred J. 
Gehrke, settling at Manawa, became one of the early farmers of the 
section in which he lived, and there he and his wife reared their family 
of eight children, namely: Minnie, now deceased, Fred, William, Emil, 
Harry, Albert, Richard and Leonard. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Emil 
Gehrke pursued his early education in the public schools of Manawa 
and later attended Wittenberg Academy. He started out in the busi- 
ness world as a clerk in a dry goods store in his native town and sub- 
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sequently he traveled for an upholstery house, but he was ambitious 
to enter the commercial field on his own account and in 1915 he and 
his brother Fred opened a mercantile establishment in Manawa. After 
a time they sold that business and in 1917 opened a first-class hardware 
and implement store in Manawa. They own the building in which it is 
housed and from the beginning their trade grew rapidly, constantly 
expanding until they felt justified in establishing their present fine 
store in New London, which is conducted under the personal super- 
vision of Emil Gehrke. Here the brothers purchased a building which 
had been used as an automobile showroom and garage and remodeled 
it to suit their purposes. They carry a line of goods such as one would 
expect to find in a city of much larger size than New London and all 
is arranged in a most attractive and outstanding manner, while the 
business methods of the house insure them a continued patronage. 
Thorough reliability and earnest effort to please the trade have been 
salient features of their success from the beginning, and with the pass- 
ing years their patronage has constantly increased. A complete line 
of electrical appliances and refrigerators are carried in addition to 
the regular line of hardware and implements, and in addition to the 
two stores at New London and at Manawa the brothers own and 
operate a coalyard at New London. 

There is a military chapter in the life record of Emil Gehrke, for 
he enlisted April 25, 1918, for service in the first World War, becoming 
a member of the One Hundred and Sixty-first Depot Brigade, while 
later he was with the Thirty-seventh Medical Replacement Unit. He 
served overseas for six months, was made a corporal and subsequently 
was advanced to the rank of sergeant. Receiving his discharge on the 
1st of April, 1919, he then returned to Manawa and reentered the 
business which he and his brother had founded. He is an active and 
helpful member of the American Legion and is now the Highth district 
commander, while of the soldiers and sailors relief committee he is 
serving as state president. He also belongs to the Lions Club, and is 
a civic-minded man who throws the weight of his aid and influence 
on the side of upbuilding and progress at all times. He has member- 
ship in the Lutheran church and is affiliated with its Men’s Club. 

In 1925 Emil Gehrke was united in marriage to Miss Hilda Meyer, 
a daughter of Theodore and Minnie (Braun) Meyer, the latter still 
living. Her father was a son of Philip and Caroline Meyer, the former 
born in Germany and the latter in Wisconsin. Theodore Meyer was 
born in Campbellsport, Wisconsin, and after reaching adult age en- 
tered the milling business, engaging in the manufacture of flour and 
feed and also in the operation of a sawmill. He has now departed this 
life. His daughter, Mrs. Gehrke, was educated in the grade schools of 
Bonduel, Wisconsin, and in the high school of New Richmond, this 
state, while later she attended the Oshkosh Teachers College. She is 
now an active assistant of her husband in the business at New London 
and her efforts are a potent element in its success. She belongs to the 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, to the American Legion 
auxiliary, and, like her husband, has membership in the Lutheran 
church. They are well known in Waupaca County, where they have 
an extensive circle of warm friends. She is one of a family of eight 
children, Esther, Theodore, Lester, Minnie, Hilda, Clarence, Otto and 
Herbert. 

Fred Gehrke, the brother and partner of Emil Gehrke in the firm 
of Gehrke Brothers, was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 12, 
1884, and following the removal of the family to Wisconsin pursued his 
education in the schools of Manawa, while later he was a student in 
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the University of Wisconsin. He then took up the business of butter- 
making and was so engaged until he was joined by his brother Emil 
and the firm of Gehrke Brothers entered the mercantile field in 
Manawa. After a brief period they sold out and in 1917 established 
the hardware and implement business in Manawa of which Fred 
Gehrke now has charge. He is also a director of the Farmers State 
Bank and, like his brother, is an outstanding representative of the 
commercial interests of this section of the state. He too has been 
prominent in the public life of his community, has served as a member 
of the village council and as a member of the school board. He belongs 
to the Lions Club and his interests and activities are of wide scope. He 
married Lillian Diehl, of Manawa, a daughter of Rev. Jacob and Emma 
(Hueck) Diehl, the former a minister of the Lutheran church. 


GEORGE ALBERT WHITING. The constantly ramifying business 
connections of George Albert Whiting made him a leading factor in 
the development, growth and prosperity of eastern Wisconsin. Re- 
siding at Neenah, he became closely associated with. paper manutac- 
turing, and many other manufacturing and commercial enterprises 
profited by the stimulus of his energy, his keen insight and his ready 
utilization and recognition of chances for advancement. His name 
is thus written large on the annals of the state and his life story 
illustrates what can be accomplished through determined purpose and 
individual effort. 

George A. Whiting, born in Gilboa, Schoharie County, New York, 
June 6, 1849, was a son of Charles and Catherine (Effner) Whiting, 
who also were natives of that county, the ancestors in the paternal 
line having settled in that section of the state during the period of 
its pioneer development. The family is of Scotch lineage, his grand- 
father, Joseph Whiting, in company with several of his brothers, 
coming from Scotland to this country and establishing the family in 
New York, his farm being the birthplace of his son Charles and his 
grandson, George A. Whiting. The ancestry in the Effner line can be 
traced back to the Colonial epoch in American history, and Major 
Effner, grandfather of George A. Whiting, served through the War 
of 1812, while Valentine Effner, of this family, was a member of 
Congress in 1834. The family was descended from Holland stock. 

It was in the year 1854 that Charles and Catherine (EKffner) Whit- 
ing left their old home in New York and became residents of Ripon, 
Wisconsin. Mr. Whiting was both a mechanic and farmer and he 
continued his residence in Ripon from 1854 until his death in 1887, 
his wife surviving until 1893. They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren: Della, who became the wife of James McGill; Jane, wife of 
James Thomas; Valentine, a resident of Hartford, Connecticut; John, 
of Denver, Colorado; Spencer, of Ripon, Wisconsin; William 'T., of 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin; Wallace C., of Colorado; and George A. 
Of this family William served as a captain of the Civil War and 
Wallace also held official rank with the Union Army. 

Brought to Wisconsin when only five years of age, George A. 
Whiting attended the rural school near his father’s farm and when 
a youth of sixteen came to Neenah, where he arrived with only ten 
cents in his pocket, but industry and determination were among his 
strong characteristics and enabled him to press forward. Realizing 
the value of education, he went to Poughkeepsie, New York, where 
he attended the Eastman Business College and on his return to this 
state he was employed by Pettibone & Jones, dry goods dealers of 
Neenah, with whom he continued for four years, after which he 
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joined the Harris Machine Company of Janesville as a traveling 
representative, selling their agricultural implements through several 
states. His desire, however, was to carry on a business of his own 
and in 1872 he decided to take up paper manufacturing. An old saw- 
mill had been converted into what was known as the Smith & Van 
Ostrom paper mill and was afterward operated by Doctor Robinson. 
Mr. Whiting, after carefully studying a treatise by Hoffman on paper 
making, took an option on a waterpower site for eight hundred dol- 
lars, and with other local men started a plant under the name of the 
Globe Paper Mill, which later was taken over by the Kimberly 
Clark Company. He then went upon the road for the Winnebago 
Paper Mills, which had been started in 1874 by John R. Davis, John 
R. Ford and Cornelius Newman, with a plant just south of the Globe 
mill, but it did not prove profitable for the owners and in 1875 Mr. 
Whiting purchased the stock of Hiram Shoemaker for twenty-three 
hundred dollars, making a down payment of one hundred and seventy- 
five dollars. He was made secretary of the company at a salary of 
sixty dollars per month, and so continued until 1881, when he formed 
a partnership with William M. Gilbert, of Chicago, and built a paper 
mill at Menasha, which they operated under the name of Gilbert & 
Whiting, starting with only one machine. In 1886 Mr. Gilbert re- 
tired, Mr. Whiting purchasing his interest in the business, but soon 
afterward a disastrous fire occurred, causing the explosion of a 
rotary cylinder and the complete loss of the plant, resulting in the 
death of seventeen people who were watching along the railroad and 
the injury of seventy others, but no plant employe was hurt. 

In 1888 Mr. Whiting organized the South Centralia Pulp & Water 
Power Company, with a plant three miles below Wisconsin Rapids 
on the Wisconsin River, for the purpose of manufacturing pulp, and 
Mr. Whiting, as its president, wisely and profitably directed the 
enterprise until he sold out some years later. In 1893 he organized 
the Plover Paper Company, with a plant at the junction of the Wis- 
consin and Plover rivers, and the town that sprang up there was 
ealled Whiting. This was the first mill to manufacture writing paper 
exclusively but there was a lack of pure water, which proved detri- 
mental to the business, and Mr. Whiting began working to locate a 
vein of absolutely pure water, which he found, driving a fifteen-foot 
well which supplied a high grade of spring water. This enabled him 
to manufacture a very high grade of paper. In May, 1898, he organized 
the Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company for the purpose of 
storing water to provide against floods or drought, and the result 
was most satisfactory, dams being built which hold back four and 
a half billion cubic feet of water that can be used as required, the 
reservoirs being filled twice a year. In 1910 the state took over 
this project. 

No one deserves greater credit for the development of the paper 
industry in Wisconsin than did Mr. Whiting, who closely studied the 
problems and worked toward their successful solution, developing his 
own paper manufacturing interests and setting an example in con- 
struction and workmanship that many others followed. He aided in 
organizing and later served as president of the First National Bank 
of Menasha and also aided in founding the Citizens National Bank at 
Stevens Point. He was interested in nineteen different business or- 
ganizations of which he was president, and the extent of his com- 
mercial and manufacturing interests made him one of the outstanding 
business men of the state. He displayed a thorough mastery of what- 
ever he undertook, and, judged by the epigrammatic statement that 
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“an institution is but the lengthened shadow of a man,” Mr. Whiting 
was a great man in that he envisioned and brought into operation 
great business projects which furnished employment to hundreds. 
The call of opportunity was ever to him a call to action and one to 
which he made ready response. 

In 1870 Mr. Whiting married Edna F. Babcock, who was born in 
Westford, Vermont, a daughter of the Rev. O. W. Babcock, who 
served as pastor of a Neenah church for many years. Mrs. Whiting, 
who was talented in art and painting, died in 1909. They adopted a 
son, Frank Brockway Whiting, who took over the management of 
the business at his father’s death. Mr. Whiting was a man of generous 
spirit, whose life was guided by high humanitarian principles and 
who in many ways and on many occasions extended a helping hand 
to his fellow travelers on life’s journey. He was a generous benefactor 
of Ripon College and for nineteen years he was a helpful trustee of 
Lawrence College of Appleton, bestowing upon the school many gifts 
in cash and donating to it the seventeen-acre athletic field, the field 
house and eight tennis courts. He was affiliated with both the York 
and Scottish Rites in Masonry and was a member of the Shrine. He 
was a member of the American Paper & Pulp Association. His interest 
in civic affairs was manifest in many tangible and resultant ways 
and he rendered valuable help to Neenah through three terms of 
service on the board of aldermen and through two terms as mayor. 
He served on the staff of Governor Schofield and he was a delegate 
to the Republican conference at the White House to consider the ques- 
tion of conserving the natural resources of the country. Ostentation 
and display had no part in his character but the public recognized 
his worth as a man, a citizen and manufacturer and accorded him 
high standing among Wisconsin’s foremost residents. 

Frank Brockway Whiting, who since his father’s death in 1930 
has headed the paper manufacturing and other interests which had 
been developed by George A. Whiting, brought to bear long experience 
and understanding in this connection. After completing his education 
he entered the paper manufacturing business and under Mr. Whiting’s 
wise guidance gained an intimate and broad knowledge of all the 
practical and scientific phases of the work, so that he was well 
qualified for further responsibilities when called to take up the man- 
agement at his father’s death. He is now president of the different 
companies and his efforts have resulted in a further expansion of the 
trade. The Menasha mill now has seventy-five employes engaged in 
the manufacture of a specialty line of papers and at the Stevens 
Point plant there are three hundred employes engaged in the produc- 
tion of high grade and regular bond paper. These plants are models 
of their kind, being supplied with the latest improved machinery, 
while the processes are thoroughly in keeping with the latest methods 
known in paper manufacture. Frank B. Whiting is president of the 
George A. Whiting Paper Company, with R. M. Sensenbrenner as 
vice president and Mr. Whiting’s son, George A., as secretary- 


treasurer. 


Mr. Whiting married Besse Sara Graves, who was born in Ben- 
nington, Vermont, and was a lady of liberal culture and refinement. 
They became parents of four children, the eldest being George A., 
who was educated at Lake Placid, New York, and in the University 
of Wisconsin. He is very popular socially and active and prominent 
in business circles, being the helpful assistant of his father in man- 
aging and directing their far-flung business interests. He married 
Julia Bentzen, of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, and their children are 
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Julia Penelope and Frank B. II. Isabelle, the second child of Frank 
B. Whiting, is the wife of Robert Schroeder, of Neenah, and their 
children are Robert J., Frances and Isabelle. Fredrika and Frances, 
daughters of Frank B. Whiting, are twins. The former is the wife 
of Thomas Leech, of Stevens Point, and their son, Thomas Jr., is of 
the ninth generation of the Leech family to bear that name. They 
also have a daughter, Frances. Frances Whiting is the wife of Robert 
Bassett, a lieutenant of the United States Navy. 

In Masonry Frank B. Whiting has taken the higher degrees and 
has become a Shriner. He also belongs to the Rotary Club, the Neenah 
Club, the Northshore Country Club, the University Club of Chicago 
and the Wisconsin Club of Milwaukee. His yacht Nauti-Gal is one of 
the finest on the lake and indicates one of his chief forms of recreation. 


Jupp S. ALEXANDER is closely associated with a number of the 
important business enterprises of Wausau and the state. It is true 
‘that he entered upon business enterprises already established and 
successfully operating, but in their control and enlargement many a 
man of less resolute spirit and of more limited capability would have 
failed. He, however, has proven himself a financier of marked insight 
in business affairs, wisely directing important interests that are 
largely the foundation of the prosperity and business development of 
this section of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Alexander is a native of Wausau and a son of Walter and 
Sarah (Strowbridge) Alexander, the latter a daughter of Cyrus C. 
and Lydia Strowbridge. The marriage in 1874 of Walter Alexander 
and Sarah Strowbridge was one of the leading social events of that 
era. The former was born in Glasgow, Scotland, June 14, 1849, his 
parents being John and Jane (McIndoe) Alexander, both representa- 
tives of old Scottish families. They came to America in 1858, when 
their son Walter was but nine years of age, settling in Portage Coun- 
ty, Wisconsin, where John Alexander engaged in farming until his 
death in 1900, when he had reached the age of seventy-three years, 
having for three years survived his wife, who died in 1897, aged 
seventy-two years. 

Walter Alexander, who was one of their family of five sons and 
four daughters, was educated in the schools of Buena Vista, Portage 
County, and in Wausau after he came here to live with his uncle. 
After finishing preliminary studies he entered Ripon College, but in 
his sophomore year returned to his uncle’s home and under his di- 
rection learned every phase of the lumber business from the cutting 
of the trees until the finished product was placed on the market, Mr. 
MclIndoe having been one of the earliest business men of the district 
and a pioneer in the lumber industry and other lines of business. He 
had purchased the old “Muley” mill at Big Bull Falls and it was 
there that Walter Alexander received his business training. Later Mr. 
McIndoe purchased a water power mill at Wausau and soon united 
his interests with those of Congressman A. Stewart. He became rec- 
ognized as one of the foremost lumbermen of the Wisconsin River 
area, at all times fair and straightforward as well as reliable in his 
business operations. At the death of his uncle in 1872 Walter Alex- 
ander became the general manager of the mill, so continuing until 
1874, when he was admitted to a partnership with John and Alexan- 
der Stewart of Wausau under the name of the J. and A. Stewart 
Lumber Company. Under their direction the business was steadily 
expanded and in 1884 was incorporated as the Alexander-Stewart 
Lumber Company of Wausau, with Alexander Stewart as president, 
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John Stewart as vice president and Walter Alexander as secretary 
and treasurer. Their business soon ranked as one of the largest lum- 
ber manufacturing concerns of Wisconsin, and thus Mr. Alexander 
was well established on the road to that success which placed him 
in the front rank of the manufacturers and business men of. the 
state. He constantly broadened his interests and connections, and 
Wisconsin greatly benefited by his enterprise and progressiveness. 

In 1900 Mr. Alexander organized and became the first president 
of the Wausau Paper Mills and he was largely influential in found- 
ing the Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company. He also became 
one of the promoters of the Wausau street railway, and, realizing 
the need for the development of electric light and power, he joined 
with others in forming the Wisconsin Valley Electric Company. This 
power development attracted paper manufacturing interests and, 
realizing the opportunities in that field, Mr. Alexander became one of 
the builders of the Marathon Paper Mills and served as vice presi- 
dent of: the company that owned and operated this industry. His 
name was likewise on the list of officials of the Wisconsin & Arkan- 
sas Lumber Company, which operated a large sawmill near Malvern, 
Arkansas. He was considered the second of the great lumbermen 
that Wisconsin produced, and his business integrity and enterprise 
made him one of the leaders in the promotion of the state’s prosperity. 

There seemed scarcely any limit to Mr. Alexander’s business ca- 
pacity. He became a director of the McCloud River Lumber Company 
of McCloud, California, the Silver Falls Timber Company of Silver- 
ton, Oregon, the British Columbia Spruce Mills of Lumberton, British 
Columbia, the Mason Fibre Company, now the Masonite Corporation 
of Laurel, Mississippi, the Yawkey-Bissell Lumber Company of White 
Lake, Wisconsin; a director and vice president of the Medford Lum- 
ber Company of Medford, Wisconsin; vice president of the Fountain- 
Campbell Lumber Company of Ladysmith, Wisconsin; vice president 
of the A. A. Wilkinson Lumber Company of Indianapolis, Indiana; 
one of the organizers and the president of the Marathon County Bank 
of Wausau; vice president of the American National Bank of Wausau, 
and many other corporations of great importance. He was largely 
responsible for the organization of the Wausau Canning Company, 
of which he wags a director, and he created the Walter Alexander In- 
vestment Company to handle the family securities. His life story is 
the record of what can be accomplished through the intelligent di- 
rection of individual effort, his success giving him an outstanding 
place among the nation’s self-made business men. 

The civic spirit of Mr. Alexander was ofttimes expressed in pub- 
lie benefactions. He was the doncr of the land that is now the site 
of the Wausau Public Library, giving it as a memorial to his uncle, 
so that it is now known as McIndoe Park, and Oak Island, adjoining 
the park and owned by the Alexander-Stewart Lumber Company, was 
also donated by him to the Library. He held membership in the Meth- 
odist church and was a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Mason. He 
also aftiliated with the Elks and politically was a Republican. 

On the 12th of February, 1874, Walter Alexander married Sarah 
Strowbridge, whose parents, Cyrus C. and Lydia Strowbridge, were 
pioneer residents of Wausau. Mrs. Alexander died February 5, 1924, 
and Walter Alexander passed from this life in Miami Beach, Florida, 
March 6, 1926. They were the parents of eight children, six sons and 
two daughters, of whom three sons and a daughter died in early life, 
the others being Walter D., Judd, Benjamin and Ruth. Walter D., 
who married Esther Law, of Pewaukee, Wisconsin, died April 2, 
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1942, and Mrs. Alexander now resides in Bloomington, Illinois. Ben- 
jamin, who married Josephine Foster, of Chicago, died July 6, 1944. 
Ruth is living in Wausau. 

Judd Strowbridge Alexander received his preliminary educational 
training in the Wausau public schools and later attended the Shat- 
tuck Military Academy at Faribault, Minnesota, where he was grad- 
uated in 1900. Returning to the city in which he was born, he be- 
came an employe of the Alexander-Stewart Lumber Company, where 
he thoroughly acquainted himself with the business through his close 
application in various positions that carried him upward through 
different departments until he became the assistant secretary of the 
company. His business connections have since greatly broadened and 
in time he became the president of the Marathon Electric Manufac- 
turing Company and the Northwestern Dye Works. He was made 
secretary of the Alexander-Stewart Lumber Company and also of 
the Reedsburg Lumber & Supply Company and he was elected to 
the directorate of the Marathon Lumber Company, the Wisconsin 
Valley Trust Company and the Wisconsin Valley Electric Company, 
in all of which connections he has contributed to the growth and suc- 
cess of the enterprises mentioned. He has shown genius in investment 
and sound judgment in business direction and control. He is the 
treasurer of the D. J. Murray Manufacturing Company in addition 
to his other interests previously mentioned, and he has his offices in 
the First American Bank building of Wausau, from which point he 
directs his interests in the Alexander Investment Company and in 
the other projects with which he is associated. Mr. Alexander is vice 
president of the First American State Bank, a director of the Toma- 
hawk Kraft Paper Company and a director of the Marathon Paper 
Company. 

Outside of his manufacturing and financial affairs he is the owner 
of Bonniedoon Farm, on highway 10, just outside of Wausau, where 
he raises prize-winning Guernsey cattle, which may be said to be his 
hobby. 

The 10th of February, 1919, was the wedding day of Judd 8S. 
Alexander and Anne Mackay, daughter of Robert and Mary M. 
Mackay, formerly of Galesburg, Illinois. Mrs. Alexander is quite ac- 
tive in volunteer war work. During the first World War Mr. Alexan- 
der was helpful in promoting the liberty loans and he was a charter 
member of Company C of the Home Guards, having been mustered 
out of service in 1919 with the rank of second lieutenant. Like his 
father he attained the thirty-second degree in Masonry and is a 
member of the Shrine. He likewise has membership with the Elks 
and the Knights of Pythias and he belongs to the Plum Lake Golf 
Club, the Wausau Country Club and the Wausau Club, while his 
religious belief prompts his connection with the First Methodist 
Church. He has fully sustained the high standards of manhood and 
citizenship always associated with the name of Alexander, and has 
added a creditable chapter to the family annals. 


Dr. LAWRENCE G. PATTERSON, engaged in the practice of medicine 
and surgery in Waupaca, where he is also one of the two owners of 
the Waupaca Hospital, has been active in the professional] life of this 
community since 1982. He was born in Tippecanoe, Ohio, January 7, 
1904, a son of Emerson and Sarah (Cecil) Patterson, who are natives 
of the Buckeye State, the father being of Scotch-Irish descent, while 
the mother is of English lineage. They were the parents of three 
children, one of whom has passed away, while the survivors are the 
Doctor and his sister, Hazel. 
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At the usual age Doctor Patterson became a pupil in the public 
schools of his native town and there completed the work of the grades 
and of the high school, after which he entered Bethany College in his 
native state, there winning his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1925. After 
mentally reviewing the broad field of business he decided to enter the 
medical profession and began preparation therefor by enrolling as a 
student in Ohio State College, where he gained his M.D. degree in 
1931, spending the succeeding year as interne in the City Hospital at 
Springfield, Ohio, thus gaining practical experience and that broad 
knowledge which is never acquired as rapidly in any other way as in 
hospital work. 

Coming to Waupaca in 1932, Doctor Patterson here opened an 
office and practiced independently for a time, after which he joined 
Doctor Bondry. They now have a well established clinic here and 
are the owners of the Waupaca Hospital. At the present writing 
Doctor Bondry is in military service. The hospital is well equipped 
and Doctor Patterson is carrying on the work in an efficient and 
dependable manner that has brought good results to his patients 
and to the institution. He belongs to the Waupaca County Medical 
Society and the State Medical Society and he is a fellow of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. 

Doctor Patterson married Gertrude Midthun, of De Forest, Wis- 
consin, who for two years was a student in Ohio State College. They 
had three children: Emerson, who was born November 26, 1930, and 
died in 1931; Frederick, born June 17, 1937; and Sarajane, born 
March 12, 1943. The Doctor finds recreation in aviation and in golf 
and is the owner of the Waupaca golf course. He is intensely inter- 
ested in flying and until recently owned and flew his own plane. His_ 
fraternities are Phi Kappa Tau and Alpha Kappa Kappa. He belongs 
to the Masonic order and to the Commandery, and is also a member of 
the local Conservation Club. He is an alert and energetic young man, 
interested in the affairs of the day and the progress of the times, and 
his activities show his progressive thought, keeping him in touch 
with all that makes for advancement and improvement along profes- 
sional and other lines. 

Dr. Bondry was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, in July, 1904. 
He attended high school there and received his B.S. degree from the 
University of Wisconsin. His M.D. degree was received from the 
University of Illinois. He spent three years in the Mayo Clinic, during 
four years served as city health officer and city physician at Fond 
du Lac and formed a partnership with Doctor Patterson in 1986. He 
is amember of Alpha Kappa Kappa and the Masonic fraternity. 

Doctor Bondry married Mary High, of Fond du Lac, and they have 
four children. During the present World War the Doctor served in the 
Naval Base Hospital at Brooklyn, New York, and is in military service. 


Dr. LUCIUS WARRINGTON HIPKE, a physician and surgeon, spe- 
cializing in general surgery, is a member of the well-known Milwaukee 
firm of Hipke & Hipke, being associated in practice with his father 
and brother. Born in Casco, Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, May 19, 
1896, he is a son of Dr. Gustav A. and Clara (Belitz) Hipke and is 
of the third generation of the family in the United States. His 
grandparents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Schroeder) Hipke, were natives 
of Germany and when young people came with their respective 
families to the new world, being married in this country. They had 
a family of seven children, namely: Dr. William Hipke, a resident 
of Marshfield, Wisconsin; Arthur, who is engaged in the drug busi- 
ness at Chilton, this state; Alfred T., a banker and owner of a can- 
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ning factory in New Holstein, Wisconsin; Dr. Gustav A.; Mrs. Anna 
Piper, living in Sheboygan, Wisconsin; Cecelia, of New Holstein; 
and Milla, a trained nurse who practiced for some years in Honolulu. 

After attending the rural schools near his boyhood home Dr. 
Gustav A. Hipke began teaching at the age of sixteen years and 
carefully saved his salary toward furthering his own education, later 
becoming a student in Lawrence College at Appleton. Thus laying 
a broad and deep foundation on which to rear the superstructure of 
professional knowledge, he entered the Medical College of the State 
of Illinois and following his graduation in 1890, at which time he 
received his M.D. degree, he opened an office in Casco, Wisconsin, 
where he practiced for eight years. Ever ambitious to promote his 
efficiency, he then went abroad, taking post-graduate work in Paris, 
Berlin, Vienna and London over a period of two years. He also 
enjoyed the benefits of considerable European travel and he like- 
wise did post-graduate work in New York City. Returning to the 
United States in 1902, he opened an office in Milwaukee, where he 
'g00n won wide recognition through his skill as an obstetrician and 
gynecologist, and in this field he has since steadily practiced, win- 
ning a high position in professional circles. 

On the 12th of August, 1890, Dr. Gustav A. Hipke married Clara 
Belitz, who was born in Manitowoe County, Wisconsin, and is now 
deceased. Her father, Henry F. Belitz, a native of Prussia, had been 
at the head of an organization to assist the people in winning relief 
from the government rulings, for which he received written expres- 
sions of appreciation from thousands of persons. Seeking freedom 
and opportunity in the new world, he came to Wisconsin and was 
the founder of the town of Kiel in Manitowoc County. He joined 
the Union Army in the Civil War and was commissioned a brigadier 
general. Dr. Gustav A. Hipke and his wife became parents of four 
children, but a son and daughter died in infancy, the surviving sons 
being Lucius W. and Malcolm M., both members of the firm of Hipke 
& Hipke, the latter now serving as a commander in the navy. 
He received his Bachelor of Science degree at the University of 
Wisconsin and won his professional degree on the completion of 
a medical course in the University of Michigan in 1926. 

Dr. Lucius W. Hipke began his education in the schools of this 
city and in due time was graduated from the Milwaukee University 
School. He completed a course at the University of Wisconsin with 
the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1919 and then entered Western Re- 
serve College, Cleveland, Ohio, where the M.D. degree was conferred 
on him at his graduation with the class of 1921. In the meantime 
he had enlisted for service in the first World War, becoming a cadet 
in naval aviation and receiving a pilot’s training and license. For 
a short time he was with Base Hospital No. 22, but was given a 
medical discharge because of a football injury. After being released 
from naval aviation service in February, 1919, he finished his medi- 
cal course at Western Reserve and then joined his father in practice. 
The partnership has since been maintained and he has passed far 
beyond the point of mediocrity in his specialty. He enjoys the con- 
fidence and high respect of his professional brethren, for at all times 
he holds to the highest ethical standards. of medical and surgical 
practice and his efforts have been attended with results truly bene- 
ficial to those whom he has served. 

Doctor Hipke did post-graduate work in Europe in 1924-25, 
studying at Vienna, Edinburgh and London, and ere his return trav- 
eled to a great extent over the continent. He is now president elect 
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of the Milwaukee County Medical Society, his term of office to begin 
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in December, 1945, and he belongs also to the Wisconsin State Medi- 
cal Society and the American Medical Association, thus keeping in 
touch with the research work that is continually throwing new light 
on the science of health. He is a member of Lafayette Lodge, F. & 
A. M., belongs to the Wisconsin Club and to the Kiwanis Club, of 
which he has been vice president, and is a member of the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club and of Cudworth Post of the American Legion. 

His wife, who in her maidenhood was Loraine Inbush, is a na- 
tive of Milwaukee and a daughter of Edward H. and Laura (Bergen- 
thal) Inbush, who were also natives of Milwaukee and both are now 
deceased. Her grandfather was one of the first wholesale grocers 
of this city. Her father attended the old Peter Engelmann school, 
now the Milwaukee University School, and throughout his life was 
an interested student of history, biography and current events. In 
1905 he became a partner in the Red Star Yeast & Products Com- 
pany, of which he was made the vice president. He belonged to the 
Wisconsin Club. He died in September, 1944. His surviving chil- 
dren are Mrs. Hipke, Joan Kayser, of Milwaukee, and Mrs. Frederick 
Ruedebusch, of Chicago. Doctor and Mrs. Hipke have two children: 
Laura Claire, who is attending Milwaukee Downer College; and 
Edward Malcolm, a pupil in the Milwaukee Country Day School. 


Leo SCHUBART. In a review of the history of Neenah, especially 
in recent years, it will be seen that Leo Schubart has taken an active 
and prominent part in the material, civic, social and moral devel- 
opment of the city, and his work is particularly outstanding in the 
effort to give boys proper training that leads to upright manhood 
and faithful citizenship. His place in business circles he attained 
through industry and merit and he is well known as the secretary- 
treasurer of the Neenah Paper Company. 

Mr. Schubart was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, January 15, 
1894, a son of Olaf C. and Sophia (Christianson) Schubart, who 
were also natives of the Danish capital, where they remained until 
1905, when they came to the United States, bringing with them their 
two sons, Leo and Kai P. Wisconsin was their destination and, 
taking up their abode in Neenah, the father secured a position as a 
steam engineer with the Kimberly-Clark Corporation, having learned 
the trade in Denmark. He continued in that position throughout the 
remainder of his active business life. He passed away August 14, 
1924. The mother of Leo Schubart is still living, as is his brother, 
who is now the maintenance engineer with the Neenah Paper Com- 
pany. 

Leo Schubart was eleven years of age when he accompanied 
his parents to America. Up to that time he attended the schools 
of Denmark, reaching the fifth grade, and later he continued his 
studies in the public schools of Neenah until he had finished the 
high school course. He was nineteen years of age when in 19138 he 
joined the Kimberly-Clark organization, by which his father was 
employed, and was assigned to a place in the accounting department, 
where he remained until after this country entered the first World 
War. He enlisted, becoming a member of Company EF, Fourth Wis- 
consin Infantry, and was overseas from January, 1918, until May, 
1919, being on duty with the Army of Occupation after the signing 
of the Armistice. After his return to this country he received his 
discharge with the rank of second lieutenant. 

It was then that Mr. Schubart became connected with the Neenah 
Paper Company, in the accounting department, and, having proven | 
his worth and ability, he was elected the first assistant treasurer, 
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then was made treasurer and in September, 1940, was elected 
secretary-treasurer and has since filled the dual position. He has 
gained intimate knowledge of the business through the twenty-four 
years of his connection therewith and has contributed much to its 
continued success by reason of his efficiency. 

Mr. Schubart has never allowed business affairs to engross his 
{ime to the exclusion of work along other lines which should be mat- 
ters of concern to every individual. He belongs to the Chamber of 
Commerce, has been a member of the police and fire commission since 
1924, is president of the school board, is president of the Ona-way 
Camping Association and is secretary of the Brigade Association. 
He belongs to the Presbyterian Church and is serving on its board 
of trustees and he is also a loyal follower of the teachings of Masonry, 
in which he has taken the higher degrees and is now a member of 
the Shrine. He also belongs to the Northshore Country Club. His 
chief interest along the line of social service perhaps is in the Boys 
Brigade. When young he had the opportunity of joining a group 
of boys at a summer camp and promised himself that when he 
became a man he would be a help and guide to other boys, just as 
the men in that camp were to him. He never forgot that resolution 
and he and other prominent men of the community now give unstint- 
ingly of their time to help the youths of the organization which 
is known as the Boys Brigade and which was organized in 1900. 
They have a fine brick building in Neenah and a camp at Chain-of- 
Lakes at Waupaca. This is a semi-military and educational develop- 
ment project, in which the smaller boys are taught the rudiments 
of gentlemanly behavior and courteous treatment of others, while 
the older boys are instructed in many subjects of interest and benefit 
to them. The men who head the project give hours of their time 
regularly without remuneration and Mr. Schubart has been captain 
and executive advisor of the Boys Brigade for many years. 

On the 14th of August, 1922, Mr. Schubart married Leone Kramer, 
a daughter of Henry and Otillia Kramer. Her father died at the 
age of eighty-four years and her mother died March 7, 1945. Mrs. 
Schubart is active in civilian defense work, is a visiting nurse and 
a helpful member of the Kings Daughters and similar organizations. 
She is a graduate of the Whitewater (Wis.) Teachers College and 
taught commercial subjects in the Neenah high school prior to her 
marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Schubart have one son, James Edwin, who 
was born November 1, 1927, and is now a high school student. 


SVERRE CHRISTOPHER QUALHEIM, founder and president of the 
Qualheim Pattern & Machine Works of Racine, with offices and plant 
at 1228 Racine Street, was born in Bergen, Norway, April 14, 1888, 
a son of Hendrick and Martha (Erickson) Qualheim, who also were 
natives of that city.. The father was a boilermaker in the shipyards 
of Bergen, following that work throughout the long years of his 
active business life. He still resides in his native city at the advanced 
age of cighty-nine years, but his wife passed away in 1906. 

In the public schools of Bergen, S. C. Qualheim pursued his early 
education and later attended the Bergen School of Technology, from 
which he was graduated in mechanical engineering. He then followed 
his profession in his native city until 1909, when he decided to try his 
fortune in the new world and crossed the Atlantic. Coming to Racine, 
he was employed by the J. I. Case Company for three years and was 
afterward with the Corliss Engine Company at Corliss, Wisconsin, for 
two years. Later he spent a short time in the Jacobsen Pattern 
Works of Racine, now the Jacobsen Manufacturing Company, and 
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for ten years he was with the Wisconsin Pattern Works, filling the 
position of shop foreman, and on the expiration of that period he be- 
came a partner in the Central Pattern Works, with which he was 
associated for two years and then withdrew to engage in business on 
his own account. In 1930 he founded the Qualheim Pattern & Ma- 
chine Works, Inc., starting in a very small way in a part of the build- 
ings which he now owns and occupies. As the business grew, demand- 
ing increased facilities to meet the needs of his trade, he removed to 
720 South Marquette Street, where in enlarged quarters he carried 
on the business until 1943, when again he found that he must have 
more room and purchased his present extensive factory building at 
1238 ‘Racine Street. Their principal business was the making of 
wood and metal patterns, and they also specialized in the manufacture 
of vegetable cutting machines, but the plant is now given over one 
hundred per cent to war work, largely the building of radar and air- 
craft parts. The plant is thoroughly equipped with modern machinery 
of the latest type needed in his line of manufacture and employs thirty 
people. His eldest son, Harold J. Qualheim, had been associated with 
his father in business during his high school days and afterward, and 
in 1936 he was made secretary and treasurer of the company. In Jan- 
uary, 1943, Henry W. Beyer was taken into the company as vice presi- 
dent, having had long experience in machine works. He had served 
as superintendent of the Dunmore Company, the Christensen Machine 
Company and the Rasmussen Machine Company, and is now in charge 
of the Qualheim machine production division. The different officials 
of the company are all well qualified to supervise the work of the 
plant, and from the beginning the business has enjoyed a steady and 
healthy growth, so that the industry is one of importance to Racine 
as well as a source of gratifying income to the promoters. 

On the 21st of October, 1911, Mr. Qualheim was married to Miss 
Johanna Stensvaag, a daughter of Jorgen and Martha Stensvaag, 
both of whom were natives of Bergen, Norway. The father was a 
buttermaker by trade and followed that business in Bergen through- 
out his entire life. He died in 1914, having for nine years survived his 
wife, who died in 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Qualheim have a family of two 
sons and a daughter. Harold J., who was born November 6, 1912, 
is a graduate of the Racine high school and is now the secretary- 
treasurer of the Qualheim Pattern & Machine Works. He was mar- 
ried August 15, 1936, to Ellen Miller, and they have two children: 
Susan, born July 14, 1940, and Mary Ellen, born March 1, 1948. 
Meidel, the second son, born June 30, 1914, married Helen Lassen on 
July 1, 1936, and they have one child, Paul, born June 29, 1938. Mil- 
dred, the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 8. C. Qualheim, was born 
January 8, 1916, was graduated from the Racine high school and on 
November 24, 1940, became the wife of Rev. Clarence A. Larson, who 
is now a chaplain in the navy. They have one child, Richard. 

Mr. Qualheim has membership in the Racine Association of Com- 
merce and politically he maintains an independent course. He has | 
membership in Zion Lutheran Church, in the work of which he has 
taken a very active part. For ten years he was the church secretary, 
was a deacon for many years and has long been a teacher in the 
Bible class of the Sunday school. His wife, too, is very helpful in 
the church work and is a member of its Ladies Aid Society, so that 
both are doing what they can to advance the moral progress of the 
community. They reside at 3812 Haven Avenue in Racine. Mr. 
Qualheim may well be called a selfmade man, for he came to this 
country with little capital but has steadily utilized his opportunities 
and through his industry and resourcefulness has continuously ad- 
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vanced. The building which he owns and occupies is a thoroughly 
modern factory, composed of three different buildings, one two stories 
in height and the others of one story each, extending through from 
Racine Street to Washington Avenue, thus providing an immense 
floor space. This property is indicative of what Mr. Qualheim has 
accomplished, and his example might well be followed by others. 


NEEDHAM IRVING HILTON is the vice president and plant manager 
of the Slocum Straw Works at 1426 West National Avenue in Mil- 
waukee—a business that has long been regarded as one of the 
leading manufacturing interests of the city. He was born in Milwau- 

kee, in 1887, a son of William Needham and Jennie (McCreedy) 
- Hilton, and in both paternal and maternal lines comes of English 
ancestry. His grandparents, Alfred and Ann (Needham) Hilton, 
were natives of England, the latter of Lancaster, where she was 
born April 9, 1825, and the former was born May 18, 1824, in Oldham, 
where they were married. Ten children were born to them. On 
leaving England, August 2, 1849, they came direct to Milwaukee. 
There Alfred -Hilton was a stationary engineer until his retire- 
ment at the age of fifty years. His death occurred May 29, 1908. Mrs. 
Hilton had passed away August 31, 1901, aged seventy years and 
four months. 

Their son, William N. Hilton, was born in Milwaukee, March 3, 
1858. After his graduation from the 5th Ward school there he became 
connected with the Northwestern Straw Works, a line of business 
which engaged his attention until his death, September 3, 1941. lor 
some time he was the vice president of the Slocum Straw Works. 
He attended the Methodist Episcopal church and voted with the 
Republican party. On July 28, 1886, he married Jennie McCreedy, 
who was born January 7, 1862, in the town of Lake, Wisconsin, 
a daughter of James and Jane (Shields) McCreedy, who were 
residents of the town of Lake, Milwaukee County. James McCreedy 
was born in the town of Victory, Wayne County, New York, and 
landed on Wisconsin soil October 29, 1840, where he engaged in farm- 
ing and in raising and buying cattle. The farm on which he labored 
for half a century is now partly covered by the mammoth packing 
houses of the Cudahy Company. In the fall of 1842 Mr. McCreedy 
helped to build the first telegraph line between Chicago and Milwau- 
kee. He was a close friend of Solomon Juneau and of many of the 
other early settlers. He was married at Oak Creek, February 4, 1848, 
to Jane Shields, who was born May 30, 1830, at Syracuse, Oswego 
County, New York. She died October 21, 1888, and her husband 
passed away February 4, 1905, having reached the age of eighty-five 
years. Their daughter, Mrs. Hilton, one of the ten children, was 
born in the town of Lake in 1862, and is now making her home in 
the city of Milwaukee. 

In the family of William Needham and Jennie (McCreedy) 
Hilton were five children. Needham I., whose name heads this record, 
and Eugene B., the second son, still remain residents of Milwaukee. 
Marjorie, the third of the family, is the wife of John Schmid, of 
Stockton, California. Harriett is the wife of Lieutenant Colonel 
Dewey Gill, who was an attorney of Milwaukee and is now with 
General Patton’s Third Army that has recently mede such a bril- 
liant record in the fighting in Europe. Lieutenant Colonel and Mrs. 
Gill had three sons and a daughter, but two of the sons lost their 
lives in World War II. The elder, Lieutenant Thomas H. Gill, a 
graduate of the Wauwatosa high school, joined the army and won 
a lieutenant’s commission. He was an instructor at the Sherman 
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(Texas), air field before going overseas. He became a pilot on a B24 
Liberator and was killed September 26, 1944, when on a bombing 
raid over Germany, being then twenty-four years of age. His brother, 
William H. Gill, was a Wauwatosa high school graduate and also 
studied at the Milwaukee State Teachers College. In 1943 he 
was commissioned a lieutenant at the Yuma (Arizona) air base and 
he became pilot of a Mitchell bomber. He was killed in action Nov- 
ember 12, 1944, on Mapia Island, near New Guinea, making the 
supreme sacrifice when but twenty-one years of age. The youngest 
of the children of Mr. and Mrs. William N. Hilton is Mrs. Cora 
Thompson, a widow, and both she and her only daughter, Patricia, 
are members of the WACS. 

After pursuing his education in the Milwaukee schools, including 
the South Division high school, Needham I. Hilton entered the employ 
of the straw works of which his father was the vice president, there 
remaining until 1912, when he joined the Dunning Heating & Sup- 
ply Company, which he represented as a traveling salesman. In 1917 
he joined the army in connection with the first World War and was 
attached to the Medical Corps as a sergeant. He was on duty for 
twenty-three months, and, with the exception of one month, spent 
the entire time overseas. 

With his return from abroad he again joined the Dunning Heating 
& Supply Company, with which he continued until 1925, when he 
again joined the Slocum Straw Works, one of the leading business 
enterprises of this character in the United States, their output con- 
sisting chiefly of ladies’ and children’s straw and felt hats. The com- 
pany has always enjoyed an excellent reputation for the quality of 
their goods and the business is now one of extensive proportions. Mr. 
Hilton has made rapid advance in the business, winning various pro- 
motions as the result of his industry and capability. As vice president 
and works manager he efficiently manages the operation of the com- 
pany plant with results that make for its prosperity. 

Mr. Hilton married Alice Kasten, a native of Milwaukee and a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles. Kasten. Her father, now deceased, 
was an expert horseman of Milwaukee and later was keeper of the 
GC. C. Smith estate. Mr. Hilton is a member of several fraternal and 
social organizations. He is a Mason of Independence Lodge No. 80, 
F. & A. M.; Wisconsin Commandery No. 1, K.T., of which he is a past 
commander and also served for fourteen years as captain of the 
drill team; has attained the thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite 
Masonry and is a Noble of Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He also 
belongs to North Shore Post No. 831 of the American Legion, to the 
South Division Old Timers Club, the Tuckaway Country Club and 
to the Young Men’s Christian Association, all of which indicates 
the nature of his interests and rules that govern his conduct. 


CLARENCE F. Kipp, of Milwaukee, was born in this city August 15, 
1896, a descendant of early pioneers of Milwaukee and a son of Frank 
J. and Adele J. (Kersting) Kipp. Frank J. Kipp was born in Mil- 
waukee December 7, 1857, and died here December 18, 1925. He was 
a son of Jacob and Agatha (Geyser) Kipp, both of whom were natives 
of Wurtemberg, Germany, whence they came to the United States in 
1844 and in 1850 established their home in Milwaukee. Mr. Kipp 
was a tailor by trade and for many years was connected with Friend 
Brothers, clothiers of this city. He died September 29, 1897. 

Frank J. Kipp attended the public schools of Milwaukee until he 
reached the age of thirteen years, when he became a clerk in the 
employ of Smith & Dalzell, with whom he remained for three years. 
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He then became a messenger boy in the South Side Savings Bank and 
during his four years’ connection with that institution rose to the 
position of teller. Afterward he spent a year as teller in the German 
Exchange Bank, at the end of which time the bank merged with the 
Bank of Commerce under the name of the Merchants Exchange Bank, 
of which he was made assistant cashier in August, 1888. He was ad- 
vanced to cashier in 1891 and when the Merchants Exchange was 
merged with the First National Bank he continued as cashier with 
the latter until his retirement from active business life January 1, 
1907. Politically he always maintained an independent course, voting 
according to the dictates of his judgment without regard to party 
ties. He belonged to the Masonic order and to the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club. 

On the 28th of January, 1891, he married Adele J. Kersting, 
daughter of Julius and Cecelia (Greulich) Kersting, of Milwaukee. 
Her father was born in Hesse Cassel, Germany, August 6, 1830, and 
her mother in Detroit, Michigan, December 16, 1888. In 1848 Julius 
Kersting came to the United States and after living for a time in New 
Orleans came to Milwaukee, where he was first employed as a traveling 
salesman by August Greulich, a wholesale liquor dealer, of whom he 
subsequently became a partner. August Greulich was born in Baden, 
Germany, August 8, 1818, and his wife, Margaret Anna (Alter) 
Greulich, was born in Baden November 8, 1821. In 1834 August Greu- 
lich arrived in this country and in 1841 came to Milwaukee, where he 
conducted a general store and was part owner_and manager of the 
Seebote, a newspaper, with which he was connected until 1860, when 
he embarked in the wholesale liquor business with his son-in-law, 
Julius Kersting. Mr. Greulich was a prominent figure in the public 
affairs of the state, serving as a member of the first General Assem- 
bly in 1848 and again in 1856, while in the two succeeding years he 
was a member of the Senate. For about a decade he was a member 
of Milwaukee’s city council and a part of that time served on the 
board of supervisors. He was a member of the school board for two 
years and for more than twenty years was on the board of managers 
of St. Emelianus Orphan Asylum. He died January 3, 1893, in the 
fine residence he had erected just four years after becoming a perma- 
nent resident of Milwaukee. . 

Julius Kersting remained in partnership with his father-in-law, 
Mr. Greulich, until he sought a change of climate for the benefit of 
his health and went to Europe, but his death occurred in Switzerland, 
September 12, 1869. His wife survived him until August 31, 1907. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Kipp were parents of four children, of 
whom two died in infancy. The surviving members of the family are 
Mildred C. and Clarence F., the former now the wife of Seth Pollard, 
an attorney of Milwaukee. 

After pursuing his early education in the lower grades Clarence 
F. Kipp attended the West Division high school of Milwaukee and later 
the Northwestern Naval and Military Academy before entering the 
University of Wisconsin, where he was a student for two years. His 
initial business experience was gained in the employ of the Wadhams 
Oil Company, for whom he worked in summer vacations and on Satur- 
days while attending school and before becoming a regular employe 
of that firm. In that connection he gained valuable experience along 
the line of mechanics. In 1918 he enlisted in the naval aviation branch 
of the army in connection with the first World War, and his mechanical 
skill and ingenuity served him in good stead while on military duty. 

After the cessation of hostilities Mr. Kipp returned to Milwaukee 
and resumed his position with the Wadhams Oil Company, thus con- 
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tinuing until 1924, when he became associated with his father in the 
management of private business affairs. Since his father’s death he 
has been one of the executors of the Kipp estate and is also a coexecu- 
tor of the B. A. Kipp estate. His name likewise appears as one of the 
directors of the Hecla Mining Company of Idaho. He has always 
been interested in athletics. 

In Hibbing, Minnesota, March 38, 1924, Mr. Kipp married Miss 
Elsie Wilhelmina Domsch, a daughter of Paul and Amanda Domsch. 
Her father was born in Germany and her mother in Sweden and when 
young people they came to the United States, casting in their lot with 
the early pioneer settlers of northern Wisconsin, where Mr. Domsch 
became prominent in connection with politics and civic affairs. Their 
daughter, Mrs. Kipp, was born in Superior, Wisconsin, and was reared 
and educated in that city. She has a wide acquaintance in northern 
Wisconsin and in northern Minnesota through her former connection 
with business activities in that section of the country, having been 
manager of different millinery stores. Mr. and Mrs. Kipp also have 
a large circle of friends in Milwaukee. He is a representative of two 
of the oldest and most esteemed pioneer families of the state. He be- 
longs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Milwaukee University 
Club. 


DELBERT MILLER, widely known as a sportsman and locally promi- 
nent in the real estate business and as a political leader, is now 
filling the office of mayor of West Allis, having served for five con- 
secutive terms, while later he was elected for two terms. He 
was born at Big Bend, Waukesha County, Wisconsin, in February, 
1885, a son of Robert H. and Mary (Smith) Miller, the former of Ing- 
lish lineage, while the mother was of Irish descent. Robert H. Miller 
was born in Marquette, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, and for many 
years was engaged in the hotel business at West Allis. His wife, 
who was born in Rome, New York, passed away here in 1920. Their 
family numbered three children, Mayor Miller having a _ brother, 
George H., and a sister, Lou Ella, both living in Marquette. 

In 1894, when a lad of nine years, Delbert Miller accompanied his 
parents on their removal to North Greenfield, now West Allis. His 
educational opportunities were somewhat limited as he did not pur- 
sue his public school studies beyond the eighth grade, but he later 
pursued certain courses in evening classes. He was associated with 
his father in the hotel business for some time and he has engaged 
in the real estate business for many years, in connection with which 
he also handles insurance, being now president of Miller & Vesler, 
Inc. He thoroughly understands property values and has negotiated 
many important real estate transfers. In fact he has participated 
very actively in the upbuilding of West Allis, which he has seen 
grow from a farming community to a city of more than thirty-seven 
thousand inhabitants. 

Mr. Miller has also been very active in local and state politics, 
has found interest in the study of government and has always kept 
well informed on the vital questions and issues of the day. In 1916 
he was elected a member of the General Assembly by a large ma- 
jority and served during the session of 1917-18. Endorsement of 
his legislative work came in a re-election and he continued a mem- 
ber during the 1919-20 session, giving his support to all measures 
which he believed would prove of benefit to the commonwealth. In 
1920 his fellow townsmen called him to the office of mayor and he 
served for five terms or until 1932. His first election was for two 
years, after which the law was changed, making the term one of 
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four years. After being out of office for four years he was recalled 
in 1936 by a constituency which realized how excellent was the serv- 
ice he had rendered and at the close of this four-year period he was 
re-elected in 1940 for another four year term to 1944. In the dis- 
charge of his duties he brings the sound judgment of the business 
man and the enterprise and progressive spirit of the public-minded 
citizen, and he has accomplished much for the benefit and improve- 
ment of West Allis. 

Mr. Miller is also well known to Wisconsin’s sportsmen for his 
skill in baseball, bowling and horse racing, especially in trotting 
events. He has owned several standard bred horses of fine racing 
stock and is now the owner of Eugene Talmadge, a champion as a 
three year old, having won many trophies when entered in the county 
fair races throughout the Middle West and at the state fairs. This 
has brought Mr. Miller a wide acquaintance in racing circles in 
various parts of the country. 

Mr. Miller married Gertrude Gardner, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of John L. and Elizabeth M. (Wolf) Gardner. Her father 
was born at Buffalo, Marquette County, and was long employed by 
the Allis-Chalmers Company. He died in 1905, while his wife, who 
was born in Milwaukee, is now living in Buffalo. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller have one son, Delbert Gardner Miller, who is now serving in 
World War II. He enlisted as a private with the cavalry but was 
transferred to the Air Corps, with which he is now connected. He 
is expert in pistol and aerial gunnery, and he is also a talented 
pianist who is often called upon to play at important military gath- 
erings among the officers and also at camp and club activities. 


JOSEPH E. DONOVAN, a resident of Green Bay, is the county super- 
intendent of schools of Brown County. He was born on a farm in 
Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, September 14, 1895, a son of Peter 
and Ellen (Marinan) Donovan, the former a native of England and 
the latter of Ohio. The father, who was born in 1849, was but three 
years of age when brought to this country by his parents, and 
throughout practically his entire life he was identified with farming 
in Kewaunee County, Wisconsin. He died in May, 1917, while his 
wife’s death occurred in February, 1926. 

In the schools of Kewaunee County Joseph KE. Donovan pursued 
his education until graduated from the Kewaunee high school with the 
class of 1918, after which he enrolled as a student in the County 
Normal at Algoma, where he completed his course in 1917. He began 
teaching school but after two months enlisted for service in the 
United States Army in the fall of that year, and spent ten months 
overseas with the Highty-fifth Division, receiving his discharge in 
April, 1919. 

For three years after his return from Europe Mr. Donovan taught 
in rural schools, after which he attended the State Teachers College 
at Oshkosh, where he was graduated with the class of 1924. He then 
taught in the County Normal at Algoma, Wisconsin, for thirteen 
years and in 1937 came to Green Bay. Here he was elected county 
superintendent of schools and in 1940 he received his Bachelor of 
Science degree from St. Norbert’s College at West De Pere. In 1941 he 
was reelected to his present position, his term of office to continue 
until 1945. He is an able educator who presents clearly to the student 
body the knowledge he has acquired, and he holds to high ideals of 
service in the chosen field to which he has devoted the entire period 
of his manhood. 
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In June, 1938, Mr. Donovan married Miss Rose Duckett, a daugh- 
ter of Lloyd and Elizabeth (Kane) Duckett, natives of Brown County, 
Wisconsin, where the father followed farming until his life labors 
were ended in death in August, 1919. His widow still survives and 
is now a resident of Green Bay. Mr. and Mrs. Donovan became par- 
ents of four children: Patrick, born in April, 1989; Dennis, who 
was born in February, 1940, and died in the same month; Michael, 
born in November, 1941; and Mary Ellen, born February 8, 1944. 

Mr. Donovan belongs to the Catholic church and is a fourth 
degree member of the Knights of Columbus. He has held all the 
council offices and was district deputy of the order for four years. 
He likewise has membership in the Catholic Order of Foresters and 
belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America. In 1945 he served as 
president of the Kiwanis Club. In politics he is not bound by party 
ties but maintains an independent attitude, preferring to form his 
opinions from a study of vital political problems. He is a man of 
force of character and of firm purpose, as was shown in his high 
school days when he walked thirteen miles, six and a half miles each 
way, in order to pursue his studies. He has membership in the 
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, while along 
professional lines he is connected with the Brown County Education 
Association, the Wisconsin State Education Association and _ the 
National Education Association, whereby he keeps in touch with the 
trend of progressive thought and methods having to do with the 
public school system. He hag membership in the Brown County 
Historical Society, and his interests center in those things which 
make for intellectual activity and supremacy. 


DR. CLEMENT F. CHELI, a physician and surgeon who has prac- 
ticed at Columbus since 1932, rendering a valuable service to his 
fellow townsmen, was born in Calumet, Michigan, November 3, 1902, 
a son of Fred J. and Rose (Coppo) Cheli, who are still residents otf 
Calumet. His maternal grandfather was Victor Coppo, a native of 
Italy, who was a miner by occupation and on coming to the United 
States made his way to the mining regions, where he secured employ- 
ment, spending his remaining days in Michigan. The grandfather 
of Doctor Cheli in the paternal line came from Ireland and settled in 
the same section of Michigan in which the Coppo family lived. The 
name was originally spelled Shelley. Two sons were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred J. Cheli, the older, Peter V. Cheli, being now a resident of 
Chicago. 

At the usual age Dr. Clement F.. Cheli entered the schools of his 
native city, completing the work of the grades and the high school of 
Calumet, after which he enrolled as a student at the University of 
Wisconsin and there won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1927. He 
then began preparation for the medical profession and in 1931 the 
State University conferred on him the M.D. degree. He then spent 
a year as an interne in an Oak Park hospital, gaining much worth- 
while experience through his hospital work, after which he came to 
Columbus in 1932. Here he was associated for a short time with 
Doctor Poser, but since 1933 has practiced independently of partner- 
ship relations. He has made steady and consistent progress in his 
chosen calling as the result of his constantly broadening experience 
and his wide reading along professional lines, and he is accorded a 
large patronage. He closely applies himself to his work and in his 
treatment of patients is most conscientious and purposeful, so that 
his labors are attended with excellent results. 
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Doctor Cheli has membership in the Wisconsin State Medical As- 
sociation and the Tri-County Medical Society. He belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus and he is a communicant of St. Jerome’s Catholic 
Church. His hobbies are woodworking and photography and he also 
takes great pleasure in gardening, being a great lover of flowers. 
The great out-of-doors makes strong appeal to him, for he enjoys 
nature in its various aspects. 

In 1931 Doctor Cheli married Eulalia Fix, of Madison, a daughter 
of Charles and Eulalia (McGrath) Fix, the former now deceased. 
Doctor and Mrs. Cheli are the parents of three daughters: Nancy 
Susanne, who was born July 21, 1938; Lucia Patricia, born July 21, 
1942; and Jeanne Kay, born January 26, 1944. Mrs. Cheli belongs 
- to the Woman’s Club of Columbus and, like her husband, is connected 
with St. Jerome’s Church. 


J. M. BOSTWICK, who at the time of his death in 1935 had passed 
the ninety-seventh milestone on life’s journey, was one of the most 
revered and honored residents of Wisconsin. He was the oldest 
insurance agent in the state as well as the oldest jeweler in active 
business. For many years he made his home in Port Washington, 
where he was closely and prominently associated with manufacturing 
as well as commercial interests, having been one of the original 
stockholders in the Wisconsin Chair Company, the leading industry 
of Port Washington. His attractive personality won him a legion 
of warm friends and few men in the state were so widely and 
favorably known. 

Mr. Bostwick was born in Parish, New York, September 29, 1837, 
and when only twelve years of age was apprenticed to a jeweler in 
Binghamton, New York. He was a young man of about twenty-three 
years when he left his native town and came to Wisconsin. After 
a brief period in Port Washington he became connected with Barnum 
Blake, who built the pier and general store. On the 13th of October, 
1862, he married Mr. Blake’s daughter, Louise, with whom he long 
traveled life’s journey most happily. 

Immediately after his marriage Mr. Bostwick returned with his 
bride to Binghamton, New York, where they resided for three years 
and then came again to Port Washington, where Mr. Bostwick opened 
a jewelry store, which at the time of his death was one of the two 
oldest business enterprises of the state. He always carried an 
attractive line of goods and his reliability won him the confidence 
and support of the public to an unusual degree. He also extended 
his efforts into other fields, for in 1888 he assisted financially in the 
establishment of the Wisconsin Chair Company. The business had 
been carried on for eleven years when a disastrous fire destroyed the 
plant and it was through his efforts that the factory was rebuilt 
on the same site and business resumed. For six years he was the 
vice president of the company and then accepted the presidency, 
continuing in the office until his life’s labors were ended. He pos- 
sessed unusual business ability that made his opinions always re- 
spected in commercial matters and his counsel was greatly valued 
by many who sought his advice. In addition to his mercantile and 
manufacturing interests he was the active agent for thirteen national 
insurance companies and was acquainted with the insurance business 
in every detail. He was a remarkably well preserved man to the 
end of his days, having the vigor and energy of a man just half his 
age. He enjoyed life to the utmost and appreciated the opportunity 
that it gave him to render service to others and to his community 
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and state, his social qualities gaining him the friendship and warm 
regard of all with whom he came in contact. 

To him and his wife were born five children who are yet living, 
while one son, John Jr., and one daughter, Benita, the wife of Harry 
Henry, are now deceased. Other members of the family are E. B. 
Bostwick; Mary, the wife of A. G. Cady, the secretary-treasurer of 
the Wisconsin Chair Company; Mrs. William Ramsay, living in 
Chicago, Hlinois; Mrs. O. F. Pfeil, a resident of Milwaukee; and Mrs. 
Carl Fairbanks, of San Diego, California. Mr. Bostwick was always 
proud of his family and found his greatest happiness in contributing 
to the comfort and welfare of his wife and children, while friendship 
was also to him a sacred word and his life demonstrated the truth 
of the Emersonian philosophy that ‘‘the way to win a friend is to 
be one.” 

Otto E. Moeser is now president of the Wisconsin Chair Com- 
pany. He was born in Winnebago, Wisconsin, March 4, 1880, a son 
of William and Matilda Moeser, who were natives of Germany. They 
immigrated to the United States and became early residents of Wis- 
consin, where they reared their family of nine children, the eldest of 
whom is Otto E. The father was a blacksmith and followed that 
trade throughout his entire life. Mr. Moeser has made for himself 
a most creditable postion in the business circles of Port Washington. 
In 1935, following the death of J. M. Bostwick, he was elected presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Chair Company, and as head of the organiza- 
tion is bending his efforts to administrative direction and control of 
a most important business. He is also the vice president and one of 
the directors of the State Bank of Port Washington and is the 
president of the Port Washington Dock Company. Interested in 
public progress, he cooperates in all movements which he believes 
to be of real worth to the community and was formerly a member 
of the State Board of Adult Education. He also belongs to the 
Rotary Club and has membership with the Masonic fraternity. 

Allon G. Cady is secretary and treasurer of the Wisconsin Chair 
Company. He was born in Winona, Minnesota, November 8, 1873, 
a son of Allon A. and Celia Cady, who were natives of Vermont and 
who had a family of seven sons. A. G. Cady was educated in the 
schools of Dover, Minnesota, and was connected with the Sturtevant 
Company of Sturtevant, Wisconsin, from 1905 until 1925. In the 
latter year he became associated with the Wisconsin Chair Company, 
with which he worked his way upward through various promotions 
until he was elected secretary and treasurer of the organization in 
1935. This company now employs four hundred people and its prod- 
ucts are sold throughout the United States. Mr. Cady married Mary 
Bostwick, daughter of J. M. and Louise (Blake) Bostwick. He is a 
member of the Congregational Church and he also belongs to the 
Masonic order. 


GEORGE F’. KRESS, who is conducting a substantial and growing 
business under the name of the Green Bay Box Company, established 
this enterprise on a small scale in 1983 and has since developed it 
into one of the important manufacturing interests of this kind in the 
state. He has spent most of his life in Green Bay, where he was born 
September 15, 1908, a son of Frank F. and Louise (Schmidt) Kress, 
the father a native of Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, and the mother of 
Germany, whence she came to the new world with her parents when 
three years of age, the family home being established in West Bend, 
Wisconsin. Frank F, Kress engaged in the manufacture of horse 
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collars and wooden boxes in Green Bay and with the passing years 
became associated with various other business enterprises. He was 
a director of the Paper Converting Machine Company and of the Bay 
West Paper Company; was a partner in the Wisconsin Fishing Com- 
pany; a director of the Northern Transportation Company and the 
Hudson Sharp Machine Company, his cooperation being considered a 
valuable asset in the business development of this section. He was 
likewise a trustee of Brown County Institutions for seventeen years 
and he did much to uphold and promote civic standards in this district. 
He died in September, 1937, at the age of sixty-one years, having for 
more than a quarter of a century survived his wife, who died in April, 
1912, at the early age of twenty-eight years. 

The public school system of Green Bay afforded George F. Kress 
his early education and after passing through the grades to his grad- 
uation from the East high school as a member of the class of 1921 he 
entered the University of Wisconsin, where he was accorded the 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1925. He was a member of the University 
Orchestra and the University gymnasium team and the Haresfoot 
Club, was a “W” winner and won the metropolitan junior champion- 
ship competing for the New York Athletic Club. He played the violin 
professionally while attending the University and after his return to 
Green Bay was with the Larsen Ensemble. He is a charter member 
of the Polyphonia Orchestra, a society of Green Bay, and also a direc- 
tor of the Civic Music Association. 

Following his graduation from the University, Mr. Kress took up 
accounting and financial work for the Associated Gas & Electric Com- 
pany in New York City, where he remained for a year and then re- 
turned to Green Bay, where he took over his father’s wooden box 
business and the manufacture of folding chairs and card tables. In 
November, 1933, he began the manufacture of corrugated shipping 
containers, starting in a small way with nominal capital. In 1935 he 
discontinued the manufacture of wooden boxes and chairs and concen- 
trated his attention upon his other line, with the result that his energy, 
progressive methods and intelligent direction have resulted in the 
development of one of the largest business interests of the kind in 
Wisconsin, employment being given to one hundred and thirty people. 
In 1929 he erected the first unit of his present factory and additions 
were made in 1939, 1940 and 1948. In 1942 he added the manufacture 
of folding cartons. To contribute to the war effort he set up a manu- 
facturing division to machine forgings for tanks and another division 
to manufacture solid fibre V containers—the entire production of 
which was used by the Government for overseas shipment only. A 
liberal patronage is extended him and almost from the beginning his 
business has been on a profitable basis, bringing him a very gratifying 
financial return. Mr. Kress is a director of John Strange Paper 
Company of Menasha and of the Central Wire Cloth, Inc., of Green 
Bay. He is contemplating building a new factory and has purchased 
the ground on the water front where he will shortly begin its erection. 

On the 10th of November, 1926, Mr. Kress married Marguerite 
Christensen, a daughter of James and Edith (Morgan) Christensen. 
The father, who was born at Little Suamico, Wisconsin, and became 
a retail tea and coffee merchant, died April 6, 1911. His wife, who 
was born at Pensaukee, Wisconsin, is now residing in Green Bay. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kress have three children, two sons and a daughter: James 
F., who was born in June, 1929; Marilyn, born in February, 1933; and 
Donald, born in December, 1938. The parents are members of the 
First Reformed and Evangelical Church, of which Mr. Kress is an 
elder. Mrs. Kress is active in the Green Bay Woman’s Club, the 
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League of Women Voters, Eastern Star, White Shrine and in various 
other clubs, and she is a member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. She has the complete genealogy of the family extending 
back eleven generations. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kress belong to several 
Green Bay dancing clubs, and their fine home on Du Charme Lane is 
the center of a warm hearted and gracious hospitality. Mr. Kress is 
a member of the Kiwanis Club, the Oneida Golf and Riding Club, the 
Wisconsin Alumni Association, and Sigma Phi Epsilon, his college 
fraternity. He is also a member and a director of the Green Bay 
Yacht Club, president of the Moon Valley Ski Club, and a member 
of the Vagabond, Mont Tremblant and Sun Valley Ski clubs. Skiing 
is perhaps his favorite form of recreation, and he also greatly enjoys 
sailing and golf, but all these are made subservient to the demands of 
his business, and it has been close application that has brought him 
SUCCESS. 


THE POEHLING FAMILY has been associated with La Crosse from 
pioneer times and the business which is now carried on by repre- 
sentatives of the name is one of the oldest in the plumbing supply 
line in the city. Henry G. Poehling, now president of the company, 
was born in La Crosse, in 1876, a son of Gerhard Poehling, a native 
of Germany, who on coming to the United States made his way at 
once to Wisconsin, settling in La Crosse, where he followed carpen- 
tering, which trade he had learned in the old country. His son, Henry 
G. Poehling, also resides in La Crosse, in the home built in 1922 
at 907 Zeisler Street. He acquired his education by attending the 
public schools of La Crosse and in 1897 he became identified with 
the business of the La Crosse Plumbing Supply Company, of which 
he is now the president. He married Mary Roesler, a daughter of Kd- 
ward W. Roesler, who was one of the founders of the business and the 
first president. Connected with him in the undertaking was Mr. 
Poehling, who became the vice president of the company, and R. H. 
Wesson, who assumed the duties of secretary-treasurer. 

Their first location was at 124 South Front Street and they 
employed five men. Their trade steadily developed until after a few 
years they were obliged to seek larger quarters and remove to the 
present location at 206 to 216 South Front Street, where today they 
employ ninete¢én men and are represented on the road by five travel- 
ing salesmen, their trade covering an area of one hundred and fifty 
miles. The building which they occupy has a frontage of two hundred 
feet and a depth of one hundred and seventy feet. Mr. Roesler at 
length sold his interest to Mr. R. H. Wesson in 1930 and a decade 
later, in 1940, the four Poehling sons bought out Mr. Wesson’s 
interest, so that now the business is a family owned one, with Henry 
G. Poehling as the president; Ndward D. Poehling, vice president; 
Gerhard G. Poehling, secretary-treasurer and manager; William J. 
Poehling, as salesman; and Philip H. Poehling, in charge of the ware- 
house. Their present building was purchased in 1917 and is well 
equipped, being supplied with modern machinery and facilities for 
carrying on the work. 

In the family of Henry G. and Mary (Roesler) Poehling were nine 
children, all yet living. Of these Edward W. Poehling, who was born 
in La Crosse in 1902, was educated here in the parochial schools 
and married Ella Meyers, of this city. Gerhard G. Poehling, born 
in La Crosse in 1914, also attended the parochial schools and in 1938 
joined his father’s organization, since which time he has_ been 
associated with the business and of which he is the efficient secretary- 
treasurer and general manager. He married Anne Schwartz, ot 
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Dubuque, Iowa, and they have two children. Gerhard Poehling belongs 
to the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church and to the Knights of 
Columbus and he is also a member of the Chamber of Commerce. 
The son Philip is unmarried. William was married in March, 19386, to 
Mary Olson, and they have four children. 


REV. HENRY A. VELTE, who since 1932 has been pastor of St. Boni- 
face Church in Milwaukee, was born in this city July 18, 1881. After 
mastering the preliminary branches of learning taught in St. Law- 
rence parochial school here he continued his preparation for Holy Or- 
ders, first at St. Francis Seminary, thereupon attending St. John’s 
University at Collegeville, Minnesota, and later again at St. Francis 
‘Seminary, where he was ordained to the priesthood June 10, 1906. 

His first assignment was to St. Peter’s Catholic Church at Beaver 
Dam, Wisconsin, where he continued to act as assistant for five years. 
In 1911 he was appointed pastor at Lost Lake, Wisconsin, and while 
there serving he also founded and had charge of a mission at Randolph. 
In 1920 he was sent to Montello, where he continued his labors for 
twelve years and was then transferred to St. Boniface Church at Mil- 
waukee in 1932. Here he has continued his labors with results that 
have been far-reaching and highly valuable to the community. 

St. Boniface Church was founded in 1883 to meet the needs of an 
expansion in the northern section of the city, Rev. Leopold Drexel be- 
ing chosen to organize a new parish. After considerable discussion as 
to location five lots, thirty by one hundred and fifty feet, were pur- 
chased on Eleventh Street, near Clarke Street, the purchase being con- 
summated July 5, 1888, at a cost of thirty-five hundred dollars. Work 
was begun on the building of a combination church and school, which 
was completed in the late fall of 1888. Father Drexel worked zealously 
for the development of his parish and its spiritual growth until De- 
cember, 1892, when he accepted a professorship in St. Francis Semi- 
nary and was succeeded by Rev. J. Henry Koetting, who remained as 
pastor until his death. He immediately concentrated upon the reduc- 
tion of the parish debt, which was a large one, and upon other fields of 
church work. He enlarged the educatiomal system, which had been 
established some years before. By 1899 there were seven hundred 
pupils in the school. In 1901 Father Koetting was instrumental in 
having a fine new organ installed and he did much to further the mu- 
sical development of the church. In 1902 he decided that the parish 
should have a new rectory and this was built at a cost of eight thou- 
sand dollars, at the corner of Eleventh and Clarke streets, and it is 
still in use, being first occupied early in the year 19038. In February of 
that year Father Koetting visited Europe and the Holy Land and on 
his return resumed his pastoral duties, which he continued until Janu- 
ary 1, 1904, when ill health forced his relinquishment of the work, fol- 
lowed by his death two months later. 

The next pastor was Rev. Henry T. Stemper, who was soon instru- 
mental in raising the school attendance to eight hundred and fifty, and 
in October of that year, realizing the necessity for a new school, he 
arranged for the purchase of lots on Twelfth Street, followed by the 
purchase of the Mason property on Clarke Street in December, 1906. 
The plans which he made were carried out and it was he who insti- 
tuted the movement for the building of a new church, meeting with his 
building committee in May, 1923. Excavation work was begun in 
August and on May 4, 1924, the cornerstone was laid amid impressive 
ceremonies, with Archbishop Messmer in attendance, and from that 
time on the work was carried steadily forward until the present fine 
edifice, known as St. Boniface Church, was completed. 
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It was to this church that Father Velte came as pastor in 1932 and . 
he was soon assigning work, physical and clerical, social and charit- 
able, to various groups, displaying marked executive ability in gaining 
cooperation in these particulars. In order to focus attention upon the 
work and its needs he began issuing a mimeographed bulletin, thus 
keeping the activities of the parish prominently before the people. 
“Forward” has been his watchword and this is manifest in all depart- 
ments of Catholic service in this section of Milwaukee. He has studied 
his people in relation to the church work, has been their inspiration as 
well as their leader, and many of the projects which he has fathered 
have been carried on to successful completion. The church celebrated 
its fiftieth anniversary in 1988—a memorable occasion to all those of 
Catholic faith who were present. Today the parish owns its fine church 
edifice, a large school building, a hall, the rectory and the Sisters’ resi- 
dence, the last named housing nineteen Sisters, who are in charge of 
the educational interests of the parish. 


Dr. G. Rk. ANDERSON, engaged in the practice of medicine at 
Neenah and new serving as president of the Winnebago County 
Medical Society, was born at Winchester, this state, May 4, 1906, a 
son of Osear and Henrietta (Miller) Anderson, the latter a native 
of Winneconne, Wisconsin. The father, who was born in Winchester, 
was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Ole Anderson, natives of Telemarken, 
Norway, whence they came to the United States. On their arrival. 
in this country they made their way direct to Wisconsin, settling at 
Winchester, and following the outbreak of the War between the 
States Ole Anderson joined the Union Army, rendering valuable 
service to his adopted land. 

Oscar Anderson, born and reared at Winchester, took up the 
occupation of farming, also engaged in merchandising and was the 
treasurer of the Farm Loan Company. He also served as town clerk 
of Winchester and manifested a keen and helpful interest in civic 
affairs, cooperating in many measures for the public good. He married 
Henrietta Miller, a daughter of Tennis and Vega Miller, the former 
from Norway, while his wife was born in Iceland and accompanied 
her parents on their immigration to Canada. After her marriage to 
Tennis Miller they settled on land near Winneconne, where Mr. Miller 
engaged in general farming. To the marriage of Oscar Anderson and 
Henrietta Miller there were born five sons, one of whom died at the 
age of six years: Bjarna is a Lutheran minister, now a chaplain in 
the U. S. Navy; Leo remained on and cultivated the old home farm; 
Adolph is deceased; and Virgil, a student at St. Olaf College, is now 
in the U.S. Army. Doctor Anderson, the eldest, completes the family. 

In the acquirement of his education Doctor Anderson attended 
the Lutheran College in Iowa, from which he received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1930. He had decided to make the practice of 
medicine his life work when he entered Northwestern University, 
where he completed his course and won his professional degree at his 
graduation with the class of 1937. For a year he served an interne- 
ship in St. Agnes Hospital in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and then came 
to Neenah to establish private practice in 1988. Here he has made 
steady advancement and has gained a patronage that many an older 
physician might well envy. His ability is attested in the results which 
have followed his service to his patients, and he is conversant with 
modern professional procedure through his membership in the Winne- 
bago County Medical Society, which elected him to its presidency in 
1943, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American Medical 
Association. 
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Doctor Anderson holds membership in St. John’s English Lutheran 
Church, and that he is popular and prominent in social circles is 
indicated in the fact that he belongs to the Ridgeway Country Club, 
the Neenah Club, North Shore Golf Club and the Lions Club, and in 
the first named is serving on the board of directors. He owns farm 
property and finds pleasure and relaxation in its supervision, while 
golf is one of his chief diversions. 

Doctor Anderson married Helen Entringer, of Fond du Lac, Wis- 
consin, a daughter of Nicholas and Margaret Entringer. Mrs. Ander- 
son is a graduate of the St. Agnes Hospital School for Nursing, and 
by her marriage has become the mother of one child, Gay Raymond, 
who was born November 1, 19388. 


HowarD W. ESLIEN, a member of the Wisconsin bar who is now 
serving as district attorney of Oconto County and is engaged in pri- 
vate practice at both Oconto and Oconto Falls, making his home in 
the latter city, was born in Milwaukee, June 8, 19138, a son of Kugene 
and Mary (Model) Eslien, the former of French descent, while on the 
maternal side he comes of Bohemian ancestry. His father, who was 
a manufacturer of steel buildings, and is now deceased, was a son of 
William Eslien, who came from New York State to Wisconsin and 
cast in his lot with the pioneer settlers of Sheboygan County. There 
he opened the first hotel in the county and conducted it for many 
years, contributing in this and other ways to the upbuilding and 
development of that district. The grandparents of Howard W. Eslien 
on the maternal side were Frank and Anna (Petro) Model, who came 
to this country from Bohemia. 

Howard W. Eslien is the older of the two children who were born 
to his parents, his brother having been Robert, who died when but 
two and a half years of age. Howard attended St. Leo’s parochial 
school in Milwaukee and the Marquette University high school, after 
which he enrolled as a law student in the University, where he com- 
pleted the course, the Bachelor of Laws degree being conferred on 
him at his graduation with the class of 1938. He then came to Oconto 
Falls, where he began practice and has since remained. He _ has 
served as city attorney for four years and for two years has been 
district attorney of Oconto County, making a creditable record in both 
positions through his allegiance to the responsibilities of the position 
and also by feason of the care with which he has prepared the cases 
he has tried. His private practice is steadily growing and although 
he is one of the younger members of the bar here, he has already 
won a position in legal circles that many an older attorney might 
well envy. 

Mr. Eslien married Bernice Warth, of Milwaukee, a daughter of 
George and Anna (Hart) Warth and a graduate of Holy Angels 
Academy. Their children are Howard W. Jr., born April 1871941) 
and Dean R., born July 28, 1943. The parents are members of St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church and Mrs. Eslien belongs to the Woman’s 
Club. Mr. Eslien is a member of the Knights of Columbus and 1s 
the president of the Holy Name Society of his church. He belongs 
to the Chamber of Commerce, of which he is serving as secretary, 
and he was formerly president of the Kiwanis Club. He has served 
as Boy Scout commissioner for the county and he is president of the 
hospital board at Oconto Falls. All this indicates the nature and 
scope of his interests and activities outside his profession. He is 
alert to the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, and his coopera- 
tion can be counted upon at all times in support of measures and 
projects for the public good. 
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LUCIEN MASON HANKS, occupying a leading position in financial 
circles of Madison, is now devoting his time to his duties and respon- 
sibilities as trustee of the Vilas estate, although in former years he 
was very active in banking circles and for years was president or 
chairman of the First National Bank of the capital city. Born in 
Madison June 27, 1868, he is a son of Lucien Stanley and Sybil 
(Perkins) Hanks and is of English descent. Benjamin Hanks, his 
great-great-great-grandfather, was born in England and became the 
founder of the family on this side of the Atlantic. His son, Benjamin 
Hanks, was a native of Mansfield, Connecticut, in which state the 
family remained through many generations. He was the father of 
Truman Hanks, great-grandfather of Lucien M. Hanks, and the 
foundér of the Hartford Iron Foundry, which he established in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, in 1821. This company, later known as the Hanks 
& Woodruff Iron Foundry Company, manufactured the first brass 
cannon made in New England, and was an outstanding factor in the 
industrial life of that community. Lucien B. Hanks, son of Truman 
Hanks, was born in Hartford and continued the business founded 
by his father for many years or until his death in December, 1890. 

Lucien Stanley Hanks, father of Lucien Mason Hanks, was born 
in Stanford, Connecticut, May 8, 1838, and was educated in Mount 
Washington Collegiate Institute of New York City. In 1856 he sought 
the business opportunities offered in the growing city af Janesville 
and secured a clerkship in the Janesville Bank, where he remained 
until March 12, 1860, when he became a teller in the Madison State 
Bank, acting in that capacity for three years, after which he was 
advanced to the position of cashier. Eventually he became president 
of this institution, giving his attention to administrative direction 
and executive control until 1920, when he resigned. He was long 
prominent in the financial circles of the city and his long experience 
in banking affairs enabled him to speak authoritatively on subjects 
of finance. Lucien S. Hanks married Miss Sybil Perkins, and they 
became the parents of three sons: Lucien Mason; Stanley Charles, 
now in the real estate business in Madison; and Marshall Wilford, 
president of Hanks-Craft Company of Madison. 

Lucien Mason Hanks pursued his college course at the University 
of Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 1889, with the Bachelor of 
Letters degree. During that time he was initiated into the Chi Psi 
fraternity. Later he spent a year in study at the University of Ber- 
lin in Germany and on his return to Madison he entered his father’s 
bank, in which he continued for fifteen years as teller. In 1906 he 
became one of the organizers of the Central Wisconsin Trust Com- 
pany, and was elected to its presidency in 1909. In 1922 the Trust 
Company became associated with the First National Bank and Mr. 
Hanks was president of both institutions until 1928, when he was 
made chairman of the board. He retired in 1940. Since then he 
has given his attention principally to his trusteeship in connection 
with the Vilas estate, for which he is well qualified because of his 
broad experience in financial circles. Aside from his business activi- 
ties he has been trustee for many years and is now secretary of the 
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation, curator and treasurer of 
the State Historical Society and chairman of the American hed 
Cross. 

On the 5th of October, 1898, Mr. Hanks married Mary Esther 
Vilas, daughter of Senator William F. Vilas, and they are parents 
of two sons and a daughter. The eldest, William Vilas Hanks, a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin, received his Doctor’s de- 
gree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and became 
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a chemical engineer with the Standard Development Company of 
New York. He died in 1935, while on a business trip to England, 
leaving his wife, the former Louise Haley of Tulsa, Oklahoma, whom 
he married in 1925, and two children: William Vilas Jr. and Mary 
Louise. Sybil Anna, the only daughter, is at home. The younger son, 
Lucien Mason Jr., also a graduate of the University of Wisoconsin, 
received his Doctor’s degree from Columbia University and taught 
psychology at the University of Illinois for several years. He is now 
a member of the teaching staff at Bennington College, Vermont, but 
was granted a military leave of absence during the second World 
War to serve as captain in the United States Army and is stationed 
in India with the office of special service. He married Jane Richard- 
son, of San Francisco, California, and they have two sons, Peter 
Vilas Hanks and Toby Richardson Hanks. 

In club circles Lucien M. Hanks Sr. is widely known and popular, 
having membership in the Kiwanis, Madison, Black Hawk and Maple 
' Bluff clubs. He has taken an active and helpful interest in civic 
affairs and his aid and influence have done much for public progress. 
He served as chairman of the Red Cross and was on the advisory 
board of St. Mary’s General Hospital. For many years he served on 
the local council of the Boy Scouts of America and also as a member 
of its national advisory board, while during World War I he was 
chairman of the Liberty Loan committee in Madison. Mr. Hanks’ 
interests always center in those activities which are most beneficial 
to the public. 


Rt. REV. MONSIGNOR JOHN J. SHANAHAN, pastor of St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church of Milwaukee, was born in this city, Feb- 
ruary 4, 1888, a son of Patrick and Margaret (Galligan) Shanahan. 
His father, who was born in Waterford, Ireland, was brought to 
Wisconsin about 1854, when a small boy. He is now deceased but 
his widow still makes her home in Milwaukee, where she was born. 
Her parents, Thomas and Mary Galligan, were natives of Cavan, 
Ireland, and came to the United States in 1837. For a short time 
they lived in Massachusetts and then came to Milwaukee. 

Monsignor Shanahan pursued his education in St. Mary’s Sem- 
inary of Baltimore, Maryland, and in St. Francis Seminary of Muil- 
waukee and was ordained to the priesthood on March 10, 1912. He 
was appointed curate of St. Joseph’s Church in Fond du Lac, 
where he remained from 1912 until 1918, when he became a chap- 
lain in the United States Army, serving until 1919, after which he 
again became curate of St. Joseph’s in Fond du Lac, continuing for 
two years. In 1921 he was moved to Delavan as pastor of St. An- 
drew’s Church, of which he remained pastor until 1931, when he 
returned to Fond du Lac as pastor of St. Patrick’s. Since 1934 his 
labors have centered in Milwaukee, where he was pastor of St. Rose’s 
Church until 1942, when he took charge of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church. In March, 1944, he was raised to the rank of monsignor 
by Pope Pius XII and the occasion was celebrated by impressive 
religious services. 

Under the guidance of Monsignor Shanahan the work of the 
parish is being steadily developed. As early as 1661 Father René 
reached Wisconsin and from that time until 1728 the district was 
visited by Jesuit missionaries. The first church in Milwaukee dio- 
cese, a log one, was built in 18384. From that time onward Cathol- 
icism has continued to spread in this section of the state, various 
churches being founded and developed, and in 1900 residents in 


4 ee IBMODaLW 


ae to vaaq@nnD direnqelsved hishaeth oilt ity, ¥ 4so0tgne 
dussbontd of aixd cxscieid # ae olidye Gael. both sift ste 
mony wenotwAtO xis 1b “ola ggitiod wurrot ody otiw aud z 
Ve. bes, a1, afi V rctiii®! ceotbliio ows bus <0) nt bobtem 
soe wenwoy atl amid de al ASH gH Gh dlao'ads wash iidve. . 
iano wel WF To ytizts gr hk te Ss nubarih B Ould th soe 
Higws) Bag otetsvia ld sidenuied pee soxy3h «'solovG Rie Tene 
wit vi afl etaoy isisvas xO) momdll Jo quem 7inU off Jeguoleiag 
jud trea C spatfes ) nestociagsel da ffigia watdonet od ' jo toda # 
hiro bifasse + Bi wtih gunsedh do o7% sl vrai *& hola eae 
Kanoids at bus vid velar Dont! sal ai Wikiyso 45 SF Fee ot iW 
Atadoitt sacl beiivus ah over hninage 1 saith it tive debe nt 
wis .efor ow! saved vodl bie inion joosives 1% ae& Yo oe j 
daw abebrise git alot hang edghh aslit : 
atxipaog bas meer Asbiw ai 4K ea OM asionJt cototio dpi me ; 
siesth biiawaweHl So A woeibalh 2uiewi2l ott) at gids viedo gaivad 
si7iy wi tssueini iqgted fne oyiiee se watst eat oH euko Toft 
gergots vilddu to? dappa saab oyna soiteylial bys bis-sin bag wiiatin 
usouivins off no saw baa 42089 bal oft 16 neavticds 26 bevyes 
it Heyes of ate DY, Vilar dal ® stiqeedll hayyosiay) ey! ted to brruoe 
isdn & se ole hua aoreieh Jo sinwse vol sillrte loapoe bagel ame 
aie wl | se bhieW canrwh. alitw (bated woelvbn Tenors eli to 
stunt! <M .ausibelé of seldianog nao} woaolit edt Jo rraepereigeo 
fuistenod tea oi doliiw esitivius szoidt ui teinss «yewls alegre 
iidyy ali al 


— 


a) 


a 
: at al nae ae, 
7 : 


’ 


oe 
7 


sented JB Ya wotedg..AATIAVANG. .L WHOL sontomvoM .v4an Po ae 


ya 


joF vt aidt ot ood pew esoluewliM to dotad) sijedésD nee - uu 

eens (aentlinD). trope ium dopits! to nee » S8Se : igen ag x 
of tieuval sew ,bcabl Jeeta mi ined aby onw sal a. Ee 
bay! one sob won +i 8H svad ibsmie 6 nedy hoe rssockss iB - 


weed an Sis sso: sooluawif! ai graced wil estate parca ni 


feed WW eiten oiew aeeitad wel box cancuiT ele 
guts jnada aoa Teh of asteda both ot of ado bive 
sufuaerhté of omico aesht bak ii uiepeea i ra byt 
sain s' vaGhh 72 ni obi jpogks il Ayoug dug nudhaade. te 
AHA Au yawned eioaet® WE Bi. bait ‘hit ill. otoanttiae 
ah £104 py doaclh soehoartealag sit of baitishso caw BABS 
sat ub. gaat at dead sehasaot 2. io ste1to belelogga enw eee 
“exo « Sel ot mati Ores fiteu Si@) row, bomignet oid onalve oe: 
wi doidw tedie W101 lita uabrer sor nuial@ bette ont pet, ait ee 
ti Rites ord dh dod ai iaud eto Sat pti sila 
4A 32 tooled cx reviled of “bavont giew. ah SORT 402 EARON. ehe 
of ned rees lida. yoteng, hontatagy oh uvicew to ¥ ‘ me : 
od 


bn heer wale 2tdoinde’l 12 Teaolagg.cn val ob haed ¢ 
o20il JA%6 “biaeq. env ort aieifyr a eee ei besiege iW. 
pl eh eerekentT Ie Yo Py wiles aft pth pr aio itt 
foonietom lo drt — * freihe aw of) SROL dow 4 
ayaa vd beterdyles, enw" rien 990 at fate Uy tall 
ad) Ww Ao ont wetiaete sitar ty: omnis yor ~bnll 
desl wilted Edt 22 ylake 2A. beofevsh yiihaole te Hh ziteg 
aew tulidel off BEPL hija arais rear nat tritas sicnowl y > 
ots gaiywylill ai clued: oi Mets oy 
-fadig) Dugwito ody caste jie | 
ps gh ot Bia oil) to oidsau- eid. at, rPetivay- 
ai nobles woes iti ua insula bie * oar 


ag AT PE LTE A 


CO A LET TE LIPS 


€ EC TT I LS LI 


BIOGRAPHY 115 


or near Grand View Park held several meetings preparatory to 
petitioning the church authorities for an English-speaking church 
in their midst. The congregation was organized in September, 1900, 
when Father Blackwell was commissioned by Archbishop Katzer to 
undertake the work. After a thorough census was made, boundary 
lines for the new parish were eventually established and the or- 
ganization work was continued. Property at Brown Street and 
Western Avenue, now Thirty-fifth Street, was selected as the church 
site, the property being purchased at a cost of fifty-one hundred 
dollars. On Sunday, June 16, 1901, the cornerstone of the new 
church was laid by Archbishop Katzer in the presence of two thou- 
sand people, and in the summer of that year the brick structure, 
a combination church and school, two stories in height and forty- 
four by eighty feet in dimensions, was completed at a cost of 
twelve thousand dollars, dedication services being held on October 
6,, 1901; 

From time to time the parish has purchased additional property, 
including a house that was fitted up as the convent of the school 
sisters. The parish school has been one of continuous growth. The 
original school had but four rooms and in 1906 an addition was 
planned, fifty-four by twenty-six and a half feet, giving two addi- 
tional rooms. In March, 1915, when the church section of the orig- 
inal building was dedicated, this was partitioned off into four rooms, 
making ten altogether that were available for school purposes in 
September, 1915. The educational work of the parish was steadily 
continued with good results, additions being made to mect require- 
ments until in January, 1925, the decision to build the first unit of 
«4 new school was announced, and on September 7, 1927, a new 
eighteen room school was ready for occupancy with an enrollment 
of four hundred, and with a capacity for nine hundred students. 
Today there are seven hundred and forty pupils in attendance, under 
the charge of twenty Dominican sisters. Father Blackwell had se- 
cured the services of the Dominican sisters of Sinsinawa, Wisconsin, 
and under their guidance much progress has been made in teaching 
procedure and in broadening the curriculum. The kindergarten was 
established in 1928 and is today a splendidly equipped department. 
Since 1909 domestic and manual arts have been taught in addition 
to the work of the various grades and the spiritual instruction here 
given. Father Blackwell builded wisely and well in planning for the 
church and school and the work is being steadily promoted by Mon- 
signor Shanahan since he took charge in 1942. Red Cross work has 
been an outstanding feature of parish activities and the parish has 
sent a large number of its boys into the country’s service in the two 
World Wars. 

The church edifice of St. Thomas Aquinas parish is a beautiful 
structure. Ground excavations were begun on December 8, 1913, 
and the real construction of the church began the following summer. 
The work proceeded with great rapidity and on March 7, 1915, ded- 
icatory services were ‘held in the presence of more than a thousand 
people, with Archbishop Messmer officiating, assisted by several 
others of the Catholic clergy. Rev. Blackwell, who organized and 
promoted the work of the church for so many years, was made the 
recipient of many churchly honors when his golden jubilee was 
celebrated in 1937. He was both greatly loved and revered by his 
people, who watched his splendid development and consecrated serv- 
ice from young manhood to advanced years, and when his tasks 
in the parish were ended Monsignor Shanahan could continue his 
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labors upon the broad and stable foundation that had been laid by 
his predecessor. This he is now doing and therefore St. Thomas 
Aquinas remains one of the strong churches of the diocese. 

Rev. William P. Q’Connor, Ph. D., succeeded Monsignor Black- 
well when he retired in February, 1941. Father O’Connor taught 
philosophy at St. Francis Seminary for twenty years. In January, 
1942, Father O’Connor was appointed bishop of Superior. 


Dr. ARTHUR F. STUECK, one of the leading physicians and sur- 
geons of Manitowoc, was born in Gibson, Wisconsin, October 26, 1889, 
son of August and Josephine (Drews) Stueck. The father, who also 
was a native of Gibson, followed farming in his early life and after- 
ward became a hardware merchant. The mother was born in Mishi- 
cot, Wisconsin, and they had a family of three children—Amanda, 
Arthur F. and Herbert, but the last named is now deceased. 

Doctor Stueck pursued his high school education in Appleton, 
‘ Wisconsin, and won his Bachelor of Science degree at Milwaukee 
University, after which he entered Marquette University as a medical 
student, gaining his professional degree at his graduation with the 
class of 1914. He served his interneship at Mount Sinai Hospital 
in Milwaukee, where he remained for two years and during one 
year was assistant surgeon. His early professional career, however, 
was interrupted by service in connection with the first World War. 
He enlisted in the medical department of the air service and was on 
active duty in this country until the war ended. 

In 1921 Doctor Stueck came to Maititowoe and during the twenty- 
two years of his residence here has largely specialized in surgery, 
in which he is very skilled. He is surgeon for most of the large in- 
dustrial enterprises of the city and his ability is manifest in the 
splendid results that have followed his efforts. In addition to his 
practice the Doctor is the owner of a farm, to which he gives his 
personal supervision. 

Doctor Stueck is a member of the Manitowoc County, the Wis- 
consin State and American Medical associations, and at all times is 
conversant with the latest facts that scientific research and discovery 
have brought to light. He is a loyal follower of Masonry and has 
attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite. He likewise 
has membership in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Doctor Stueck married Helen Eggers, of Two Rivers, and their 
children are three in number. The eldest, Arthur H., born September 
18, 1923, completed his high school work in the local school and then 
attended Lake Forest College for a year and a half, after which 
he enlisted for military service, being now a pilot in the air force. 
Ann, who was born August 12, 1926, spent one year at MacMurray 
Women’s College of Jacksonville, Illinois, and she is now a junior 
at Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota. Winifred, born Septem- 
ber 8, 1927, graduated from Manitowoc high school and is now a 
sophomore at Lawrence College. 

It will be interesting in this connection to note something of the 
ancestry of Mrs. Stueck, who is a member of one of the prominent 
families of Two Rivers, her parents being Fred and Agnes (Doolan) 
Eggers. Her great-grandfather, Frederick Von Eggers, came to 
America from Germany in 1848 and, making his way to Wisconsin, 
here took up a tract of wild land. After farming for a time he re- 
moved to Two Rivers with his family. His son, Frederick Eggers, 
was but four years of age when the family left Schleswig-Holstein 
and came to the United States. He was the founder of the Eggers 
Veneer Company, the business being established on a small scale, 
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but reaching extensive proportions as the years passed owing to his 
excellent management and sound judgment. He was married twice, 
first to Johanna Machinsky, and their children were Frank and 
Johanna. His second wife was Louisa Machinsky, sister of his first 
wife, and they had six daughters. The son of that marriage was 
Fred W. Eggers, father of Mrs. Stueck. 

After Frederick Eggers had put the veneer seating factory on 
a firm basis he was joined by his son Frank, who became vice 
president of the company and so continued until his father’s death, 
when he succeeded to the presidency in 1911. He was joined by his 
brother Fred W. Eggers and thus they became active in the control 
of a plant equipped to turn out a large volume of goods and which 
is one of the substantial and important enterprises of Two Rivers. 


Rr. Rev. Mscr. WILLIAM H. EGGERS. For more than seventeen 
years Msgr. William H. Eggers has served St. Bernard’s Catholic 
Church at Madison as its pastor and notable progress has been made 
under his direction, as shown in the increased membership of his 
congregation and in the improvements he has made in the church 
property. 

Msgr. Eggers was born in Dubuque, Iowa, February 238, 1876, and 
is a son of Dr. William and Mary (Winters) Eggers, the former born 
in Muenster, Westphalia, Germany, and the latter in Pennsylvania. 
For some years Doctor Eggers was a practicing physician in Du- 
buque and then removed to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He had a brother 
who became a priest and was rector of a seminary at Muenster, 
Germany. The Doctor died in 1896, while his wife survived him for 
almost a quarter of a century, passing away on Christmas day of 
1920. In their family were nine children: Gertrude, deceased; Mary, 
deceased; Henry, deceased; Rose, wife of John Bischel, of Madison; 
Bertha, widow of William Oswald, of Milwaukee; Grace, widow of 
James Connolly, of Milwaukee; William H.; Catherine, deceased; and 
Josephine, the last named having taken the vows of the church as 
a nun of the order of St. Francis. 

Msgr. William H. Eggers pursued his early education in the St. 
Anthony parochial schools of Milwaukee, and then continued his 
studies at Pio Nono College at St. Francis. He also attended St. 
Francis Seminary in Milwaukee for.a time and he completed his 
course at St. Mary’s Seminary at Cincinnati, Ohio. He was ordained 
to the priesthood by Archbishop Katzer of Milwaukee in 1898 and 
has now devoted forty-six years of his life to the work of the church. 
It was rather unusual that he was not called upon to serve as an 
assistant pastor and thus obtain initialsexperience in pastoral work, 
but instead he was sent immediately after his graduation to take the 
post at Elkhorn, Wisconsin, during the absence of the regular pastor. 
He there remained for three months, after which he was assigned 
to the pastorate of the Catholic church at Allentown, Wisconsin, 
where he continued his labors for six and a half years. 

His next assignment was to the Catholic church at Rubicon, Wis- 
consin, where he remained for six years and then went to the Juneau 
and Horicon missions, where he worked earnestly for the upbuilding 
of the cause for ten and a half years. He next returned to Elkhorn, 
where he spent three years, and on the expiration of that period he 
was appointed to take charge of St. Bernard’s Church in Madison 
in 1924. His work there has been productive of excellent results. He 
has been instrumental in the erection of a beautiful new church 
building and rectory, and he has added four grades to what had. 
previously been a four grade school, so that instruction is now given 
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in the eighth grade work. The school is under the instruction of ten 
Dominican Sisters, who have charge of four hundred and seventy 
pupils, the maximum capacity of the present school building. With 
over two hundred additional children in the parish on the waiting 
list, plans have been made for a new school building as soon as the 
war is over. When Msgr. Eggers took charge St. Bernard’s parish 
numbered 850 families. Today there are approximately 1,000 and 
the work is well organized in all departments, the pastor having two 
assistants and the whole hearted cooperation of his parishoners. 

Msgr. Eggers belongs to the Knights of Columbus. He greatly 
enjoys a game of golf, in which he has developed expert skill, and 
he is also very fond of boating, finding his recreation and his diver- 
sion along these lines. The people of the community entertain for 
him aad respect and he is very popular among the people of his 
church. 


JOHN 8. ALSTADT (deceased), long known as one of Milwaukee’s 
leading funeral directors, was of the second generation of the family 
to carry on the business established by his father, John Altstadt, a 
native of Germany, where he learned the carpenter’s trade and be- 
came an expert in woodworking and cabinet making. He came to 
Milwaukee in the year 1865, where after working at his trade for 
several years he turned his attention to the furniture and under- 
taking business, establishing his place of business on West Mitchell 
Street, between South Eleventh and South Twelfth streets. To him 
and his wife, Catherine (Ronk) Altstadt, were born four children, 
one of whom was John Altstadt, the only suvivor and father of 
Alois O. and Norbert J. Altstadt, members of the third generation 
of the family to carry on the established business of funeral director- 
ship, under the firm name of Altstadt Funeral Home, located at 
1502 South Layton Boulevard. John Altstadt was born in Milwaukee 
June 19, 18738. His early education was obtained in the Catholic 
parochial schools of this city and after graduating from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago School of Embalming he became his father’s assis- 
tant in the undertaking business and assumed full charge when his 
father retired in 1902. He kept pace with the progress in his profes- 
sion, being one of the first undertakers to convert his residence, 
located at 1719 South Eleventh Street, into a combination chapel 
and home for the convenience of his clientele. 

On October 24, 1900, John S. Altstadt married Miss Hattie 
Lohagen, of Milwaukee, daughter of Henry F. and Mary (Haderer) 
Lohagen. Her father was a dry goods merchant of Milwaukee for 
many years and was the builder of the Lohagen block at 1206 West 
Mitchell Street. Mrs. Altstadt died in 1927, being survived by five 
children. Rev. Ralph J. Alstadt, who after graduating from Marquette 
University and completing his course of studies at St. Francis Sem- 
inary, was ordained to the holy priesthood in the year 1930. He was 
assistant pastor at St. Michael’s Church in Milwaukee for twelve 
years, and pastor of St. Francis Borgia Church, Cedarburg, Wiscon- 
sin, for two years, while at the present time (1945) he is pastor of 
St. Mark’s Church in Kenosha. Marie is the wife of Frank J. Meyer, 
operator and owner of a dairy farm bearing his name, and resides 
at St. Martins in Milwaukee County. Norbert J., who died April 18, 
1948, at the age of thirty-six years, was a graduate of Marquette 
University high school and the Goodman School of Embalming. He 
was tutored by and assisted his father in the business while attend- 
ing high school and later entered business with his father and brother 
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' Alois under the firm style of John S. Altstadt & Sons, maintaining 


' two funeral homes, one at 1719 South Eleventh Street and the other 
_at 1502 South Layton Boulevard. This connection was maintained 
until his father’s death in 1942, after which he remained in charge, 


assisted by his brother. Hattie Ann, the youngest of the family, 


is now the wife of Aloys M. Wambach, an attorney residing in 
_ Wauwatosa. 


Alois O. Altstadt although trained for other fields of activity is 


now successfully and capably conducting the Altstadt Funeral Home 
‘at 1502 South Layton Boulevard in Milwaukee. He received his 
early education in St. Anthony’s parochial school and later attended 


the West Division high school. He then entered the Milwaukee 
School of Engineering and graduated from the technician course. 
A year later he entered Marquette University and graduated in 19380 
with an E.E. degree in electrical engineering. He was connected with 
the Wisconsin Electric Power Company for over twenty years, and 
was making steady advancement in his chosen calling when the 
death of his father and the subsequent death of his brother in 1943 


made it necessary that he take charge of the funeral home. After 


his father passed away he had assisted his brother Norbert, and 
when the latter was called from this life the entire management of 
the business was placed upon him. He maintains the same high 
standards which have always characterized the service rendered by 
the family. The funeral home is well appointed and well equipped, 
and Alois O. Altstadt has the essential qualities of success, whether 
in this field or the one in which he had planned to put forth his efforts. 

On June 21, 1932, Mr. Altstadt married Miss Mary Ann Pleva, a 


‘native of Milwaukee and a daughter of Joseph and Anna (Talsky) 
-Pleva, who are still residents of this city, where the father is living, 


retired from the bakery business. Mr. and Mrs. Altstadt have become 
the parents of three children: John Francis, Mary Ann and James 
Ralph, aged respectively nine, seven and three years of age. Mr. 
Altstadt is a Catholic, is active in the Knights of Columbus, Moose, 
and is a member of Triangle, a national engineering fraternity; is 
now president of the St. Lawrence branch of the Holy Name Society 
and has been secretary of St. Anthony’s Parish Credit Union for the 
past twelve years. 

The service and charity that John S. Altstadt rendered to this 
community shall long be remembered. He was a man of strict 
integrity, of unblemished reputation, and was honored and respected 
by all who knew him. He died April 20, 1942, at the age of sixty-nine. 


ALLAN W. BAYLEY is filling the office of director of public welfare 
for the State of Wisconsin, with offices in Madison. He has devoted 
the greater part of his life to government service, with a record of 
marked loyalty and fidelity to duty. He was born in Madison Sep- 
tember 2, 1888, a son of Walter A. and Frankie (Smith) Bayley and 
a grandson of Calvin C. Bayley, who was a native of the State of 
New York, born in 1812. A graduate of Amherst College, Calvin 
C. Bayley became a man of very scholarly attainments and occupied 
an outstanding position in educational circles. He had migrated by 
ox team to Wisconsin in the 1840s, an early period in the develop- 
ment of the state, and located in Dodge County. He remained on 
that homestead until after the Civil War, when he removed to the 
present homestead on the outskirts of Waupun. He was active in 
work of the Congregational church and a moving spirit in all civic 
projects and movements for the general welfare. He contributed 
largely to the educational progress of the state and for some time 


\ pri  NEQARDO 
gninistuinn sno BypeiglA .2 cqfol To otyie scat of vlna siofA | 
yatiy orlt bits joule diaevall. side UT te-eRe cott fae: 


boniniuias e0y aol ioatiios aid'T ‘Disvaliedl ha pe 
eusano (a bonlenws 68s Sly setts Shel at 


‘gine? sit io tesenaso'y itl STR wadinlt 4 ‘wid Vd bodciaea } 

ci usaibiked VutTedee! Mat qoRdri GW M eyole fu sliw ont won et} 
m y 9m ee 

bi ysiviton ho chien yathio bactiacd sguods he i. vaiol 

ore! Labi wid 1betedee af gy on Diet ct 2) Noteesioue wom) 

sid tericuns abl onnliggWiloMh yar hats volawd ae oer S001 ja 


Lhubnaies 32 shuns jootoe Seanigg:7 4% yiu! ar 9 ae 
caipawiili oat ‘bbadtie “et oh febiiat : ; 
apyyoa cniglwiast ste most batpube sy “By patter tt Yo loofe®} 
G2OT 1! betsubaty DaB fies yen rh pormht horsiise asf as9y A 1eea 
djiw bsjoitieo enw Oi nied: ! inarioels ab “ an aiw- 7 
Rui = TRow vieiow!towO. 40b KaeggirO } ’9¥ro"T ois atanosei WV aflt |, 
ety tore natty ener yi Mi Jit ncaa Wrote 3 ) 
Bef ri red totd eid » 114439 Sb drrewpsedne Shy bia 
Pe rc ae saat feugege? ast Yo, aesly O46) od ja & 
bas tsi bord” vid Deseibem Ded of yows GF 2406 
io Jodepuenise dvie offett gf not bolt gave tee 
tye open ott aot Inisit bt git nega & : 
“a bona fea yolvese od figs Sieoh june PREY w 
beget po Mow bax Doi hQy iy it: AL ei -osiadl i ! 
fl 3t @...2ensawe AO esigisaly wet 'ct3 By ort asit mete Py sold 
ain. hy wit divot tug of Banieslf mid of doidw nb sponte thot nid 
& Ait th yin seit bovetsuet, Shares ue SERI A ou oO 
(gat Ag] ) eshTés A bas i [S201 i gas fo Bs tyweh a ne iM U J 
yaavt hg «sist Wd Danie yaw bs dt % bo 6) egtabawT 
gansgc eran iit sete eM tick  eteniand es ny 
yontsh haat ant, eine elo ip! job ‘ nahh ogre) w. 


“he oan) i tae, 24 ssh bee gorsg hug ‘dy 396 { 
eer kh aH aa : ty viduihal af} ni svidew Bb y ; 
ALY eit otndt yaliagourets fanwiien & olgsaiet we 


UP eps ON 4 Ne 70 itt ont to tf: yet 67191 1B 42 ot to 19 
add nik noted the deive 2 ynoaind $8 Io et ee 


sids of ipstaboeie's thatwdih 2 wtal, hott vitesde bam 6 
lnpis Jo wet no sew OFF . .botodonenss, od 


, 


Beloaeot bay beronttheaw baw dite sagen lye 


siin-ytale jo-oge- Sm Ja) Sete ue liney ?  botboait sia ait 
|" ; J re 


weitiow oitiuey i raieytib to » oiilo oft yoitht, oay 
botivel 2nd oft Joeiliglé mu sotto dw 
te trjupet. a rijiw. Sareiee daeiinioveg oF 4 
=Of hexthel. mi thedenw SH cab of a 


bia volvett (ditisne) ap pie o% beats & ha o inot | 
30 sinie dnt to vam Meee, ober ‘as tube) ha reas om | 
ighn aysite’s: J Aly stavbarsie A riod 42 al 


(stgueso bay aernereria” Vbtmhades TOT. ion c fas 

od bolnigite hae aH soft» lenoitaaabe z vaio 
-golaxsh gdiend bovsg ybine as 2085 oi ay yoke 

no hantieniet off .vkiwol) subudl al bowel bag a ot Yo 1 

ald of bovottes of wodw oo livid odd satte: aniecenod 2 
fi writée sew 6A copes to altitetuo ad? ae 

oives dla oi teige yuitom « bry tivtudys B1HOU)R 
hedpelittaao abi rant 1 190499 7 : 
emia, ouroe ti ben otete arth To 


120 WISCONSIN 


was at the head of the Brockway Institute, which is now Ripon 
College. Calvin Bayley had-a family of four children: Charles, who 
went to Texas; Edwin, also a graduate of Amherst, who located in 
Chicago; Ann, who became Ann Whiting who now lives in Detroit; 
and Walter A., the only one to remain in Wisconsin. 

Walter A. Bayley was educated in the schools of Waupun, Wis- 
consin, and devoted his entire life to the newspaper business. In 
the early 1880s he was connected with the State Journal at Madison 
as city editor. In 1903 he removed with his family to Waupun, 
where he was successfully engaged in the printing business for twen- 
ty-seven years. He married Frankie Smith, daughter of George 
Smith, of Beloit. She was a school teacher and had come to Madison 
to serve as a scribe in the Legislature when the proceedings were 
still recorded in longhand by writers selected for their speed and 
Spencerian penmanship. Mr. and Mrs. Bayley became the parents 
‘of eight children, of whom five are yet living. The father died in 
1930, while his wife survived him for thirteen years, passing away 
in 1943. The children were: George, deceased, formerly of Chicago, 
where he was in food inspection service of the Federal Department of 
Agriculture; Allan W.; Anna, a twin of Allan W., who died 
before two years of age; Edwin H., with the Wisconsin & Michigan 
Power Company, Appleton; Dorothy and Ruth, both of Waupun; 
Elinor, of Milwaukee; Janie, who died when seven years old. 

The second in order of birth in this family is Allan W. Bayley, 
who pursued his education in the public schools of Madison until 
he had completed the first year’s work in high school, and following 
the removal of the family to Waupun he there continued his high 
school work, graduating with the class of 1906. Later he spent two 
years at Ripon and in 1910 he returned to Madison, where he en- 
tered the employ of the Fuller-Johnson Company in the capacity of 
bookkeeper, thus continuing for two years. He afterward filled a 
clerical position in the First National Bank for two years and sub- 
sequently became cashier and accountant for the A. O. Smith Music 
Company of Madison, remaining with that house until 1916. His 
next position was that of accountant with the Peninsular Power 
Company, with which he remained until 1919, and during these 
years he pursued correspondence courses in order further to qualify 
himself for life’s important and responsible duties. From 1919 until 
1920 he was junior accountant in the state treasurer’s office and 
then entered the office of the State Board of Control as senior ac- 
countant, while from November, 1925, until 1939 he was secretary 
of the State Board of Control. In 1939 he was made secretary and 
assistant director of public welfare, and in November, 1943, he 
was advanced to the position of director of public welfare, in which 
capacity he is now serving. A review of his life record shows that 
his course has been one of orderly progression until he is now filling 
a place of much importance to the state. He has studied broadly 
the questions and situations relative to his work, and the public 
welfare interests of Wisconsin have been greatly promoted through 
his intelligently directed efforts. In 1944 he celebrated his twenty- 
fifth anniversary in the public service, and the story of his success 
proves again the possibilities of this field as a career service. He 
came into this department through civil service and has advanced 
through merit alone. His appointment as director of the department 
was strictly non-political and merely in recognition of the fact that 
he possessed the necessary qualifications and ability for the position. 

In 1913 Mr. Bayley married Miss Bessie V. Crump, of Madison, 
daughter of Levi and Nellie (Cleveland) Crump, of Lake Mills, 
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where the Crump family settled in the 1860s after emigrating from 
England. Mr. and Mrs. Bayley have one son, Marvin, who was born 
May 18, 1925, and at the usual age entered the Madison schools, 
in which he continued until graduated from the West Side high 
school. Upon graduation he enlisted in the navy and is now in 
service. Mrs. Bayley is quite active in Red Cross work and in other 
charitable and civic enterprises. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bayley have 
membership in Grace Episcopal Church. In Masonry Mr. Bayley has 
attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and has be- 
come a Shriner. He also belongs to the Elks lodge, the Madison 
Society of Accountants, the Black Hawk Country Club, the Capital 
Mutual Club, Wisconsin Public Welfare Association, National Pro- 
bation Association and American Prison Association. 


ARTHUR H. FRANKE is the president and owner of the A. H. 
Franke Company at Manitowoc, manufacturers of pocketware spe- 
cialties ‘and specializing in cases for pocket combs. He was born in 
Manitowoc, December 6, 1882, a son of Henry and Augusta (Radke) 
Franke. The father was born in Pomerania, Germany, and was only 
six years of age when brought to the United States by his parents, 
William and Christina Franke, who on leaving their native land 
settled in Manitowoc soon after the Civil War. The mother was 
eighteen years of age when she arrived in the new world. William 
Franke was a ship carpenter and his son Henry took up carpenter- 
ing and in time became one of the building contractors of Manitowoc. 
He was also much interested in public affairs and did much to ad- 
vance the civic interests of the city. His fellow townsmen, apprecia- 
tive of his devotion to the general good, elected him to the office 
of city treasurer and he also served as alderman, as assessor and as 
a member of the school board. He died in 1926, while his wife, sur- 
viving him until 1937, passed away at the age of eighty-three years. 

In the family of Henry and Augusta Franke were eight chil- 
dren, two of whom died in infancy, while six are yet living. Arthur 
H. Franke, who was the second in order of birth, entered the public 
schools and passed through consecutiveegrades to the high school, 
where he studied for two years. He was industrious and ambitious 
and as there was not enough money for further educational train- 
ing for him he left school and worked for his father for a time. 
Subsequently he joined an aluminum goods organization and in that 
connection worked his way upward until he became assistant to the 
foreman. His next position was with the Drost Box Company and 
it was while there employed that he first came in contact with the 
line of goods which he now manufactures. With a very limited capital, 
which had been saved from his earnings, Mr. Franke and his wife 
in their home began making cases, mostly by hand. This was in 
1912, and from the beginning the business grew and developed so 
that in 1920 Mr. Franke built his factory and home combined. He 
planned, drafted and built his own machinery and he invented and 
patented a number of articles and machines. He makes pocketware 
cases and pocketware specialties for advertising purposes and for 
resale on cards. There are sewed, glued and metal bound cases, and 
he became the largest manufacturer of pocket comb cases in the 
United States. The business became one of growing success and he 
was employing fourteen people. The machines which he drafted 
and built were notably efficient, one machine doing the work of 
thirty-five people, and he was conducting a thriving manufacturing 
enterprise when the country entered World War II. Production 
was necessarily slowed down for a short time as supplies could not 
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be secured for manufacturing under Government regulations. How- 
ever Goverment orders and Canadian business has increased normal 
production nearly one hundred per cent the last two or three years 
and an expansion of the business is planned when and if the sons 
return from the war service. 

Mr. Franke married Anna Reindl, of Manitowoc, and they be- 
came parents of eleven children, three sons and eight daughters, 
one daughter dying in infancy. The living children are: Ethel, 
Florence, Grace, Milton, Violet, Russel, Jeanette, Marjorie and Arthur 
H. Jr. Milton and Russel joined their father in the business after 
each had finished his high school course, but owing to the curtail- 
ment of the business Milton joined the shipyard force and Russel is 
now serving in the army as a member of Company H, Three Hundred 
and Twenty-seventh Glider Infantry. Arthur H. Jr. is serving in 
Company C, Four Hundred and Tenth Infantry. The wife and 
mother, who worked at Mr. Franke’s side when he first established 
‘the business, died in 1937, and Mr. Franke’s second marriage was 
with Edna Brink. They are members of the Lutheran church. 

Mr. Franke has built up a substantial business. His cases for 
pocket combs are in general use by nearly all the manufacturers and 
importers of pocket combs in the United States and Canada. He de- 
serves much credit for what he has accomplished, for he started in 
the business world empty-handed and his laudable ambition and un- 
faltering industry have carried him steadily forward. 


MILTON H. BUTTON. On the roster of state officials of Wisconsin 
is found the name of Milton H. Button, who, with offices in the 
capitol, is serving as director of the Wisconsin Department of Agri- 
culture. Previous practical experience along this line well qualifies 
him for the onerous duties that devolve upon him and he is doing 
a very constructive piece of work in this connection. He was born 
on a farm at Lone Rock, Wisconsin, October 15, 1896, a son of 
Albert H. and Sarah E. (Wallace) Button, who were farming people, 
both now deceased. His grandparents on the paternal side were 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Button,’ and Mr. Button also devoted his 
attention to the tilling of the soil, spending his entire life on the 
homestead which he established in Richland County. The maternal 
grandparents were John and Elizabeth (McIntyre) Wallace, repre- 
sentatives of an old New England family. Unto Albert H. and Sarah 
E. (Wallace) Button were born two children, the daughter being 
Winnie, who is now Mrs. William Koch, living on the old Button 
farm and whose grandchildren are the fifth generation to reside on 
that homestead. 

The younger member of the family, Milton H. Button, was edu- 
cated in the rural school near the home farm and the Lone Rock 
high school, after which he entered the University of Wisconsin 
College of Agriculture as a member of the class of 1918, but his 
father needed him at home and he returned to assist in the farm 
work. The progressive methods which he followed in tilling the 
soil and caring for the crops led to his appointment as county 
agricultural agent at West Bend, where he filled the office from 
1920 until 1925. In that year he came to Dane County, where he 
served as agricultural agent until 1929. He was also equally inter- 
ested in the raising of fine stock and was made secretary of the 
Holstein-Friesian Association of Wisconsin in 1929, so continuing 
until 1933, when he became associated with the St. Paul Farm Credit 
Administration, with which he was connected for nine years or 
until 1942, In the meantime by close study at night and the pursuit 
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of correspondence courses he had gained the Bachelor of Science 
degree, which was conferred on him by the University of Wisconsin 
in 1933. 

In June, 1942, Mr. Button returned from Minnesota to Wisconsin 
and was appointed chief of the administration division of the Wis- 
consin Department of Agriculture. In 1943 he was advanced to the 
position of director of the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture 
and is acting in this capacity in a manner highly satisfactory and 
beneficial to the public. His work has been so directed as to meet 
real needs in the agricultural life of the state, and under his guid- 
ance the department is conducted along most practical lines, produc- 
ing excellent results that are far reaching. Mr. Button has farming 
interests of his own in Richland County. 

On the 18th of June, 1919, Mr. Button married Velma E. Salis- 
bury, of Richland County, Wisconsin. Her grandparents were John 
and Rosana (Wiley) Salisbury, who were natives of Ohio and were 
farming people. Their son, William Salisbury, married Ada Hatch, 
and their daughter, Velma E., is now Mrs. Button. Their family 
consisted of three daughters: Velma E.; Beulah, the wife of La Vird 
Prouty, of Sauk County; and Mabel, the wife of Jay Hissey, who 
lives on the old homestead in Richland County, making the fourth 
Salisbury generation on that farm. The three daughters of Mr. and 
Mrs. Button are Elinor V., Ramona and Betty. The first named, 
born May 6, 1920, attended the public schools of Madison and is a 
graduate of the University of Minnesota. She is now the wife of 
Gordon E. Reichow, who is serving in the United States Army in 
the second World War. Ramona, born July 3, 1922, is now pursuing 
final studies in a five year course in the University of Minnesota 
School of Nursing. She is the wife of William Johnson, of Hopkins, 
Minnesota, who is a dental A. S. T. P. student at the University of 
Minnesota. Betty, born September 29, 1926, is a freshman in the 
University of Wisconsin. The family are members of the First 
Congregational Church and Mr. Button has attained the thirty- 
second degree of the Scottish Rite in Masonry and is a member of 
Zor Temple of the Mystic Shrine, while his Greek letter fraternity is 
Theta Chi. He is making his life one of useful service to his fellow- 
men, and the public acknowledges its indebtedness to him for his 
excellent work in his present official position. 


JAMES HIGSON ROGERS, whose initial visit to Milwaukee was 
made in 1835, saw the possibilities for the development of a sub- 
stantial town and decided to make it his future home, although at 
that time there were only a few primitive homes here as well as 
an Indian trading post. The family has since been represented by 
five generations of the Rogers name. James Higson Rogers was 
born in Troy, New York, of Quaker parentage, January 11, 1794, 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Rogers. His ancestral line shows 
that the family came from Ireland and that the name Rogers was 
common in Europe long before surnames were used, being derived 
from the Latin “‘rudis” and “gero” and that the medieval designa- 
tion was Rudiger. About the nineteenth century the name was ab- 
breviated to Roger. 

The founder of the family in the new world was James Rogers, 
who came from Ireland and settled at Methuen, Massachusetts, about 
twenty-seven miles from Boston. In the first half of the eighteenth 
century Indians were numerous in this locality and often attacked 
the white settlers. Despite these dangers James Rogers built a log 
house, about 1730, in the midst of a dense forest and cultivated his 
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land. To him and his wife were born six sons: Daniel, Samuel, 
James, Robert, Richard and John, as well as one daughter Catherine. 
The father was accidentally shot and killed one evening at dusk 
in the forest by a friend who mistook him for a wild animal because 
he was dressed in bear skins. 

His son, Robert Rogers, born in Methuen, Massachusetts, in 
November, 1731, is said to have commanded the Rogers Rangers, 
also known as the Queens Rangers, from 1755 until 1768. He died 
in England, May 18, 1795. His son Jeremiah, of the third genera- 
tion in this country, was born on November 3, 1768, and on Febru- 
ary 14, 1798, married Margaret Higson. 

Their son, James Higson Rogers (fourth generation), born Jan- 
uary 11, 1794, at Troy, New York, attended the common schools 
and at sixteen years of age left home to make his own way in the 
world, his cash capital being three dollars. He became a merchant 
at Glen Falls, New York, and afterward was a hotel proprietor at 
_Lake George. He was also a Government contractor who built light- 
houses and carried the mails. After moving from Glen Falls to 
Keeseville, New York, he married Sophia Emily Fletcher on October 
16, 1832, in New York City. Being attracted by reports from the 
West, in 1835 he came to the village of Milwaukee, after which he 
again returned to the East and made preparation to move his fam- 
ily to Wisconsin. When spring came, with four good horses, in a 
typical covered lumber wagon (prairie schooner), he again started 
west, accompanied by his wife, their two small children and two 
servants. They traveled through the great undeveloped stretches 
of land south of the Great Lakes, passed through the frontier town 
of Chicago and reached the village of Milwaukee May 7, 1836. The 
trip consumed sixty days. Much of the land here was marsh, through 
which flowed three sluggish little streams, bordered by high, forest 
covered bluffs. They lived for a time with Solomon Juneau. The 
bed on which they slept in Juneau’s house was made of forked 
sticks driven into the ground with buffalo robes stretched between. 

James H. Rogers purchased both lowlands and uplands, includ- 
ing a tract of one hundred acres extending from Division to Brady 
Street from the lake west to Racine Street. He also became owner 
of a quarter section fronting on Grand Avenue, as shown by papers 
now in possession of his descendants here. This he valued at forty- 
eight dollars per acre. He displayed keen insight and sound judg- 
ment in making his purchases, for with the passing years his prop- 
erty became of great value. The improvements which he made 
added greatly to the development of the pioneer town. In 1844 he 
built three brick stores, three stories in height, on East Water 
Street. Soon after he built the United States Hotel (brick), then 
the leading hostelry of the city, on the northeast corner of Huron 
and Water streets. Among the hotel residents were Col. George H. 
Walker, Judge Hubbel, General King and J. S. Filmore. To supply 
the hotel with an abundance of clear, pure water he built a conduit of 
tamarack logs, which were bored by hand. The diameter of the 
opening was two and a half to three inches. By this means water 
was brought from a spring on the bluff, just south of Wisconsin 
Avenue, between Jackson and Van Buren streets, to the hotel. He, 
together with his brother Jacob, built the first lighthouse in Mil- 
waukee. It was located at the head of what is now East Wisconsin 
Avenue. At his own expense he built the first bridge across the Mil- 
waukee River at Wisconsin Avenue. Evidently this was not too 
much of a success, for it is said that not infrequently under the 
weight of horses and driver the same might sag somewhat, ducking 
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both horses and driver. This bridge was carried away by high 
water two years later. Then, with EK. D. Holton and others, he 
supplied money to build a more substantial structure. In 1857, 
wishing to develop that part of the city, he built a large private res- 
idence on the south side of Spring Street (Grand Avenue), between 
Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets. This proved to be the nucleus of 
later improvements that included many beautiful residences and 
churches in this area. 

With public affairs of the growing city James Higson Rogers 
was closely identified. He was one of the founders of the Milwaukee 
Gas Light Company and a director of the Milwaukee-Rock River 
Canal Company. In 1837 he became one of the organizers of the 
Milwaukee Agricultural Society, the forerunner of the State De- 
partment of Agriculture, and was a member of its first board of 
directors. He was president of the village board and of the school 
board as well as one of the incorporators of the Milwaukee Univer- 
sity (1852), donating the site for the university. Among other gifts 
to the city was the land for a city park on Prospect Avenue at 
Franklin Street. This is now marked by a bronze tablet in his 
memory. He was serving as a trustee of the First Presbyterian 
Church as early as 1837 and he donated the brick used in the con- 
struction of the first St. Mary’s Hospital. He died April 30, 1863, 
after a residence of twenty-seven years here, in which he had fur- 
thered the interests of the city in every possible manner, his name 
being outstanding among Milwaukee’s founders and builders. He 
had always been most liberal in his aid to the needy. His many 
public activities as well as the extent and importance of his business 
interests gained him a high place in public regard. 

George James Rogers (fifth generation), born August 6, 1836, 
in a log cabin at the corner of East Wisconsin Avenue and Jefferson 
Street, was the third son in the family of seven children whose par- 
ents were James Higson Rogers and Sophia Fletcher Rogers. His 
was the distinction of being the third white child born in Milwaukee. 
After education in the city schools his attention was largely given 
to the supervision of the extensive real estate holdings left by his 
father. In 1859 he married Mary Millett Hanson. He passed away 
in Milwaukee in 1891. They had five children, of whom Dr. Fred- 
erick C. Rogers was the oldest. A daughter, Margaret, is still living 
in Milwaukee and a son, Dr. Edward H. Rogers, is living in New 
York City. 

Dr. Frederick C. Rogers, of the sixth generation of the family 
in this country, was born January 29, 1861, at the southwest corner 
of Milwaukee and Mason streets. He attended the public schools of 
Milwaukee and the University of Wisconsin. In 1887 he received 
his M. D. degree from the Chicago Medical College, now the medical 
school of Northwestern University. For twenty years he practiced 
in Milwaukee before removing to Oconomowoc. In both cities he 
specialized in eye, ear, nose and throat work. In both cities like- 
wise he was active in the Masonic order and while living in Ocon- 
omowoc organized the Boy Scout work there. During the first 
World War he was a major in the hospital corps of the Home 
Guard. His hobby was horticulture and he largely spent his leisure 
hours in his gardens at his Oconomowoc home. On October 16, 
1888, he married Ladora Jane Hilliard, who was born in Cornish, 
New Hampshire. On coming to Milwaukee in 1888 she was one of 
the first supervising teachers in the then new Milwaukee State 
Normal School. She had been graduated from the State Normal. 
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at Plymouth, New Hampshire, in 18838. She now makes her home 
in Oconomowoc. Dr. Frederick C. Rogers died April 18, 1930, leav- 
ing one son, Malcolm. Another son, George Frederick, died in in- 
fancy. 

The birthplace of the older son, Dr. Malcolm Fletcher Rogers 
(seventh generation), was 199 North Twenty-first Street in Mil- 
waukee, the date April 18, 1891. He pursued his early studies in the 
Milwaukee Normal School and the Oconomowoc high school, then 
attended Beloit College, after which he won his Bachelor of Science 
degree at Columbia University in 1914 and his M. D. degree at Rush 
Medical College in 1918. He was resident interne and later resident 
physician in Columbia Hospital, Milwaukee (1918-1920). In 1920 
he began the private practice of his profession here, where he is 
widely known as a doctor limiting his work to the diagnosis and 
treatment of heart disease. He is a member of the Milwaukee 
Academy, Milwaukee County and Wisconsin State Medical societies 
‘and of the American Medical Association as well as of the Milwau- 
kee University and Oconomowoc Lake clubs. 

On the 8th of September, 1923, at Adams, Wisconsin, Dr. M. F. 
Rogers married Vlasta Ann Zlatnik, who was born at Two Rivers, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Peter and Catherine (Meissner) Zlatnik. 
tler father, who was born in Prague, Bohemia, came to Wisconsin 
when a small boy and his wife, a native of Chicago, was also reared 
in this state. Doctor and Mrs. Rogers have one child, Patricia 
(eighth generation), born March 28, 1926, in Milwaukee, who was 
graduated from Milwaukee Downer Seminary in 1942 and is now 
attending the Rhode Island School of Design. The Doctor maintains 
a country home on Oconomowoc Lake—it stands on the property 
his grandfather, George James Rogers, originally purchased in 
1875 and where he built a summer home which still stands. There 
the Doctor finds recreation and interest in raising various species 
of geese, pheasants and other fowls, of which he has some very fine 
specimens. Thus the Rogers family, now of the fifth generation in 
Milwaukee, is still carrying on in this city, and while under ex- 
tremely different conditions than those found here by James Higson 
Rogers, yet with the same steadfast purpose and determination 
and with results that in every generation have proven highly bene- 
ficial to city and state. A connecting link betwen the past and the 
present is found at the Doctor’s Oconomowoc home, where he has 
one of the old tamarack logs that was used by his great-grand- 
father as a part of the first water main in Milwaukee. From that 
time to the present each generation of the family has performed — 
his part in the transitional work which has brought Milwaukee to 
her present status. 


Hector A. DIck is the owner of Dick Brothers Wholesale and 
Retail Bakery of Manitowoc, and he is numbered among the mer- 
chants and manufacturers of the city who have truly won the proud 
American title of ‘fa self-made man,” for he made his start in the 
business world in a very humble manner and by force of character, 
unfaltering purpose and unflagging energy he has reached the 
position that he now occupies as one of the prosperous business 
men of his adopted city. 

3orn in West Flanders, Belgium, October 16, 1879, he is a son 
of Jacob and Virginia (Vermeersch) Dick, who were farming people 
of Belgium and never left their native land. Their son, Jerome Dick, 
came to America and settled at Green Bay, Wisconsin, in March, 
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1906, and there learned and followed the bakers’ trade. In October 
of the same year he was joined by Hector A. Dick, who spent his 
youthful days in Belgium, where he had only the advantages of a 
common school education. He, too, learned and followed the baking 
business in Green Bay, where the brothers remained until 1910, when 
they removed to Manitowoc and in April of that year made their 
initial step in the establishment of what is now Dick Brothers Whole- 
sale and Retail Bakery. In those days bakery goods were sold from 
a wagon containing a stock of those things which the baker had 
produced. He went from house to house as he drove down the street 
and the housewife came out to the delivery wagon to make her selec- 
tion. Jerome Dick was the business manager, attending to the details 
of the works of the bakery while Hector Dick drove the one wagon 
with which they started. The business known as Dick Brothers 
Bakery was small in the beginning, but as time passed they prospered 
in their undertaking, their patronage steadily increasing as the 
public came to know and appreciate the quality of the goods produced 
in their ovens. The brothers continued their business association 
until Jerome Dick passed from this life in 1919, when Hector A. 
Dick took over the business, of which he is now sole owner. 

With the passing years the trade has steadily increased and in 
1928 Mr. Dick erected the fine building that now houses the bakery 
at 306 North Eighth Street. Here he has an attractive store, in 
which his goods are tastefully displayed, while all modern machinery 
and equipment have been secured to further the baking. He employs 
forty-three people and his trade extends over a radius of forty miles. 
He has a fleet of eleven motorized delivery wagons which deliver 
as far as Green Bay, Sheboygan and Appleton, and the growing trade 
bears testimony to the excellence of the product handled. A third of a 
century has passed and the business has developed from a small 
enterprise until it is today one of the leading commercial enter- 
prises of Manitowoc, while Mr. Dick is accorded high place in the 
business circles of the city. 

Mr. Dick married Miss Mollie Olson, of Manitowoc, who was of 
Norwegian descent and who died April 8, 1948. Their only child, 
Oscar H., is now associated with his father in carrying on the 
business. Oscar Dick was born in Manitowoc, July 12, 1915. He 
graduated from the Manitowoc high school and then joined his 
father in the bakery business. He is a member of the U. C. T., the 
Rotary Club, the Elks and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. He married 
Edrie Linderman, and their children are: Ddrlene, born November 
18, 1937; Jerome, born October 26, 1938; and Roger, born November 
25, 1940. 


CHARLES H. THORNTON. Great credit is due Charles H. Thorn- 
ton for the stimulus that he has given to dairy farming and stock 
raising in Wisconsin. He was until recently president and general 
manager of Better Farms, Inc., with offices in Fond Du Lac, while 
the farms are situated six miles directly west of the Fond du Lac 
courthouse. The enterprise is one of the foremost of the kind in 
the country, and its development is attributable almost entirely to 
the efforts, determination and wise management of Mr. Thornton, 
who at all times is prompted by a laudable ambition that never allows 
him to stop short of the attainment of his goal. 

Mr. Thornton was born in Janesville, Wisconsin, December 20, 
1864, a son of Thomas J. and Rose (Reynolds) Thornton, the former 
a native of Canada, while the latter was born in Ireland and came 
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to the United States in 1848. On leaving Canada, Thomas J. Thorn- 
ton became a resident of Janesville and in 1865 came with his family 
to Fond du Lac. 

At that time Charles H. Thornton was but a year old and in 
the public school near his home he acquired his education. When 
seventeen years of age he went to Duluth, Minnesota, where he 
obtained a position in a wholesale hardware establishment. In 1894 
he engaged in business on the Duluth Board of Trade, specializing 
in handling flaxseed, buying and selling for foreign and domestic 
accounts. He not only maintained headquarters in Duluth but also 
had a branch office in Winnipeg, Canada. At length he retired 
from that field and returned to Fond du Lac in 1925. Here he has 
since made his home, and his efforts in connection with the dairy 
interests and with stock raising having constituted a valuable con- 
tribution to the development of business along those lines. In the 
year of his return, 1925, he purchased two run-down farms that 
were being sold at auction, each containing 200 acres, and from that 
start he developed Better Farms, Inc., which is one of the largest 
and finest business enterprises of the kind in the United States. The 
product of the 3,000 acres owned and controlled by the company 
goes into milk, better beef and better pork. The company is run- 
ning about 200 head of pure-bred Aberdeen Angus cows and calves, 
assembled and maintained solely for the purpose of promoting the 
raising of better beef in this state. They are hornless and dead 
black in color. The barns and silos are of steel construction and 
are model buildings which were erected in 1934 and to which addi- 
tions were made in 1937. 

The Better Farms dairy cattle are raised for milk production 
and the beef cattle are all pure bred. Mr. Thornton also raises and 
ships from four to five hundred head of hogs each year. The principal 
properties of the company are located on Highway 151 and on the 
main farm of 1,900 acres are seen three fine dairy barns, housing a 
total of 260 milking cows, and a feed lot for 300 beef steers. About 
a mile west of Oakfield is the No. 4 farm, with sixty-six milking 
stanchions and housing for about sixty heifer calves. A half mile 
further west is the No. 5 farm, used for housing dairy heifers. On 
another farm, on Highway 103, the company has 288 acres, of which 
120 acres are planted to Reed canary grass, in the growing of which 
Mr. Thornton pioneered. 

In 1928 Mr. Thornton established the Central Wisconsin Cattle 
Credit Corporation for making loans on cattle to farmers in southern 
Wisconsin. In the seventeen years which have come and gone since 
Mr. Thornton purchased his first two farms he has wrought great 
changes in this part of the state, doing much to win for Wisconsin 
its splendid reputation as one of the leading dairy states of the 
Union. He has studied milk and beef production from the scientific 
and from the practical standpoint, and his broad knowledge enables 
him to speak with authority upon every phase of the business and 
what can be accomplished. His position of prominence is well merited 
and his success is richly deserved. 

In 1938 Mr. Thornton bought into the assets of the Milwaukee 
Joint Stock-Land Bank, which went into receivership in 1927, and 
established the Bankers Farm Mortgage Company, of which he 
is the president, and the Cattle Loan Company has progressively re- 
duced loan rates downward from seven to four and one-half per cent. 
In 1927 he started and promoted the Takodah Golf Club, developing 
one of the leading golf courses in the state. This is now owned by 
his son-in-law, A. D. Filiatrault. : 
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To promote better citizenship and higher standards among the 
youth and improve the cattle raising industry Mr. Thornton sells 
young cattle on credit to the boys and girls of the 4-H Clubs. 

In August, 1891, Mr. Thornton married Clare Judd, of Duluth, 
Minnesota, a daughter of Clarence FE. Judd, a printer of Duluth. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Thornton were born three children: John Shanley, of 
Texarkana, Arkansas, born May 12, 1893, married Margaret Nunn, 
and they have five children, Dorothy, Robert, Rose, John and Grace; 
William Conan, of Chicago, born September 23, 1900, married Louise 
Cyr, and they have one child, William Conan Jr.; and Clare F., the 
only daughter, born October 11, 1904, married Arthur D. Filiatrault 
on May 12, 19380, and to them were born four children, Frances, born 
March 8, 1931, Nancy, born August 7, 1932, Arthur, born January 
11, 1935, and Peter, born October 31, 19388. Mr. Filiatrault now owns 
and operates the. Takodah Golf Club at Fond du Lac, which is one 
of the leading golf courses in Wisconsin and was promoted by Mr. 
Thornton in 1927. 

In 1948 the ownership and management of Better Farms was 
turned over to Mrs. Filiatrault, who, with the assistance and coopera- 
tion of Doctor Wisnicky, formerly with the Wisconsin State Vet- 
erinarian Department, and in spite of labor shortages, partly ineffi- 
cient, are building up a plant that will keep going. 


Mrs. MINNIE DOUGHERTY is widely known in educational circles 
as the secretary-treasurer and manager of the Milwaukee Business 
University, which was founded in 19382 by her husband, Everett 
Dougherty, who remained at the head of the institution until his 
demise in 19387. He was a native of Lancaster, Ohio, born in 1881, 
and after coming to the West spent a number of years in Gladstone, 
Michigan, where he engaged in the furniture business. 

It was in Gladstone that he met and married Minnie (Kinnie) 
Anderson, who was born in Sweden, December 25, 1877, a daughter 
of August Wilhelm and Caroline (Olsen) Kinnie. The family came 
to the United States when Mrs. Dougherty was only three years of 
age and she was reared and educated in Gladstone, Michigan. She 
was the eldest of nine children, of whom one son, John Kinnie, is still 
a business man of Gladstone, while one daughter is the wife of Elof 
Hanson, a banker of Gladstone, and another daughter is Mrs. Anton 
Anderson, of Superior, Wisconsin. 

Minnie Kinnie was married in Gladstone, Michigan, in 1899, to 
Albert Anderson, who was an engineer on the Soo Line and was killed 
in a train wreck in 1902. Three years later, in 1905, she became the 
wife of Everett Dougherty, who continued in the furniture business 
in Gladstone until 1912, when they removed to Milwaukee. They 
became parents of two daughters: Mrs. Charles Sawyer and Leona 
May Dougherty. 

After coming to Milwaukee Mr. Dougherty was connected with 
educational interests here. [Tor twelve years he was associated with 
business colleges of this city, and then purchased and merged two 
business colleges. In 19382 he founded the Milwaukee Business Uni- 
versity to meet what he felt was a real need in business preparation. 
While he started in a small way, the school continually grew and 
prospered and is now regarded as the most reliable source from 
which business concerns, professional men and industrial enterprises 
can apply for trained and efficient employes. Many outstanding cor- 
porations, such as the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
the Allis-Chalmers Company, the Falk Corporation and others, secure 
most of their trained help from this institution. 
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The school was founded on a broad basis that was a recognition 
of the needs of the times in a business way, and the policy instituted 
by the founder has since been carried on by Mrs. Dougherty, who 
always shared her husband’s interest in the project but who had 
no actual experience in the work until his last illness, when she 
would go to the office to take care of the business of the school, receiv- 
ing instructions over the telephone from him as to what should be 
done and the methods to be pursued. She says that for several months 
he thus conducted the University, but during this time she was 
getting her training and experience which have enabled her to suc- 
cessfully direct the conduct of the school since her husband’s death. 
Mr. Dougherty had been a member of Lafayette Lodge, F. & A. M., 
for a number of years and the lodge conducted the funeral service 
when he passed away at the age of fifty-six years, with the pastor of 
the Kenwood Methodist Episcopal Church also officiating. 

Thus bereft of her husband Mrs. Dougherty took up the task of 
.directing the destinies of the University and has gained for the 
school a reputation which is indeed enviable. It is splendidly housed 
at 161 West Wisconsin Avenue in rooms thoroughly and completely 
equipped for instruction in business methods. The courses include 
business administration, salesmanship, accounting, secretarial, busi- 
ness letters, stenographic, Gregg and Pitman shorthand, business 
machines, business law, taxation and many more subjects. Courses 
in psychology and commercial law have become a most important 
part of the curriculum, and through these two the student is ac- 
quainted with the rules of conduct which through the law govern 
all business relationships. With enrollment strictly limited to insure 
small classes and individualized instruction, Milwaukee Business Uni- 
versity students inevitably absorb more quickly and more thoroughly 
the practical and complete courses in which they are instructed. 

An employment service is maintained that is of great benefit not 
only to students but those who need employes as well. A contempor- 
ary writer speaking of Mrs. Dougherty’s work said: ‘Her guiding 
hand and kind words have been a great influence upon every student 
who has made her acquaintance. A four letter word, which even 
the smallest child knows, is not understood by Mrs. Dougherty. The 
word ‘hate’ is foreign to her.” She has helped many students to 
gain a business education regardless of the fact that they were 
unable to pay their tuition before they could obtain employment, yet 
she says that she has never lost a cent in so doing, for the students 
have always repaid her when employed and she has derived great 
satisfaction from helping others. 

Since coming to Milwaukee thirty-one years ago Mrs. Dougherty 
has been an active member of the Kenwood Methodist Church and 
has taken part in its women’s societies and its Sunday school work. 
She became a charter member of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union and has helpfully participated in various welfare projects. 
She belongs to Byron Kilbourn Chapter No. 195 of the Eastern Star, 
to the Business and Professional Women’s Club, the Better Business 
Bureau, the Association of Commerce, the Pythian Sisters, in which 
she held the office of most excellent chief in Escanaba, Michigan, the 
Commercial Teachers Association, the National Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club, the International Commercial Teachers 
Association and the Mothercraft Society. It will thus be seen that 
her activities are broad and varied, touching the general inter- 
ests of society, and always to the benefit of those involved, while she 
has proven her ready adaptability in taking up and _ successfully 
carrying on the work of her school. 
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ALFRED G. POMRENING is one of the prominent and popular rep- 
resentatives of Masonry in Milwaukee, where he is also well known 
in business circles as the secretary and treasurer of the Main 
Express & Storage Company and as a dealer in real estate and 
insurance. He has his offices at 1242 North Water Street. He is 
a native son of the city in which he makes his home, having been 
born here May 6, 1894. His parents, Herman and Abby (Mahnke) 
Pomrening, were also natives of Wisconsin and both have now 
departed this life. The father was quite active in_ politics as a 
supporter of the Progressive party and a stalwart champion of 
Senator Robert M. La Follette Sr. He died in Milwaukee, March 
6, 1919. The grandparents of Alfred G. Pcomrening on both the 
paternal and maternal sides were pioneer settlers of this state, 
settling in Fond du Lac County, near Midland, when the Indians 
were practically their only neighbors and when they had to face 
all the hardships and difficulties of life on the western frontier. 

Alfred G. Pomrening is the only survivor in his parents’ family, 
which numbered three children. He obtained his early education in 
the public schools of Milwaukee and was graduated from the South 
Division high school. He then spent six years as a student in Con- 
cordia Theological Seminary at St. Louis, Missouri, and later studied 
engineering through the extension division of the University of 
Wisconsin. For a few years thereafter he devoted his attention 
to Chautauqua work and for the past several years he has engaged 
in handling real estate and insurance in Milwaukee, where he has 
secured a considerable clientele. He has also broadened the scope 
of his activities by becoming the secretary and treasurer of the 
Main Express & Storage Company in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Pomrening has perhaps become even more widely known 
through his association with the Masonic bodies of the city and 
state and is at present the illustrious potentate of Tripoli Temple, 
A. R. O. N. M. S. He holds membership in Excelsior Lodge No. 
175, F. & A. M., of which he is a past master; Lake Chapter No. 
86, R. A. M., of which he is a past high priest; Excelsior Council 
No. 36, R. & S. M., of which he is a past illustrious master; and 
Galilee Commandery No. 38, K. T., of which he is a past eminent 
commander. He has also advanced through the Scottish Rite branch 
of Masonry to the Wisconsin Consistory, 8S. P. R. S. He has always 
been most loyal to the principles and high purposes of the craft 
and has become very widely and favorably known in Masonic 
circles in the state. He is likewise a member of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. He has a genial nature and jovial 
disposition, and his friendly qualities have endeared him to all 
with whom he has been brought in contact, while his staunchest 
friends are those who have known him from his boyhood days to 
the present. 


JOHN CyruUS THRALL is the president of the Winneconne Canning 
Company of Winneconne, Winnebago County, and is thus a repre- 
sentative of a line of business in which his family has long been 
prominently associated, his father, John W. Thrall, having long been 
a leading factor in the canning industry of this section of the state. 

John W. Thrall was born in Pickett, Wisconsin, in 1884, a son 
of Cyrus and Maggie Thrall, who came to Wisconsin from the State 
of New York and settled on a farm near Pickett, where John W. was 
born and reared. He attended school to the age of fifteen years, 
when, ambitious to enter business life and earn money, he started 
farming. The following year, 1900, he took over the management 
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and operation of the farm and began raising purebred Guernsey 
cattle. That he possessed marked business qualifications was soon 
manifest and with the passing years his success has constantly 
increased. He built a barn forty by ninety feet to house his stock 
and grain and in 1907 he erected a new residence on his place. By 
this time he was the owner of a large herd of cattle and was selling 
great quantities of milk direct to Milwaukee patrons and was also 
engaged in buying and selling cattle. He embraced every opportunity 
to broaden the scope of his business and in 1922 was one of a group 
of men who purchased the business of the Central Wisconsin Canning 
Company, which had been started in the first decade of the present 
century. In this his associates were A. F. Schroeder, A. L. Miller, 
John Schroeder and Ben Bocklin, all of Winneconne. They reor- 
ganized the business ,under the name of the Wisconsin Canning 
Company and it was thus continued until 1939, when it was pur- 
chased by John W. Thrall, who was the president of the company, 
‘with his son Douglas as the secretary-treasurer and John Cyrus 
Thrall as the vice president. They continued to engage in the pack- 
ing of peas and corn until February, 1943, when the business again 
changed management. At the present time John Cyrus Thrall is 
the president, with Harry Schroeder as secretary-treasurer and Frank 
Schroeder as vice president, and the name has been changed to the 
Winneconne Canning Company. The factory still occupies the orig- 
inal site that was utilized at the founding of the business. It is 
supplied with the most modern equipment to facilitate the work and 
produce sanitary conditions and at the height of the canning season 
they employ three hundred people, their products being sent out 
under the name of “Correct Brand” and the ‘“Tas-Tees” labels. 

John W. Thrall and his son Douglas have started a canning 
factory at Sterling, Illinois, where, in addition to packing vegetables, 
they have one building devoted to the packing of meat for the 
Government. The father is president of that company and his son 
is the secretary-treasurer, while the latter’s wife, Audrey Thrall, 
is the vice president of the company. 

John W. Thrall married Dorothy Vosha and they are the parents 
of two sons and a daughter. The eldest, Douglas Thrall, born in 
1915, attended the grade and high schools of Winneconne and for a 
time was a student in Macalester College and the University of 
Wisconsin. He became associated with his father in the canning 
business and has since been active along that line. He married 
Audrey Larsen, a daughter of William Larsen, a native of Norway. 

John Cyrus Thrall, the second son of the family, was born in 
1920, and the public school system of Winneconne provided him his 
educational opportunities, but, like his father, he early desired to 
enter business circles and in 1938, when eighteen years of age, he 
took over the management of the field work in connection with the 
canning industry, for the family have always grown a considerable 
portion of their canning products, peas and corn. He had thorough 
training under his father and his experience well qualified him to 
take over the presidency and management of the business at Winne- 
conne, which he did in 1943. He is a very young man to assume 
this responsibility but is proving equal to the occasion in the control 
of one of the important productive industries of Winnebago County. 
He married Arleen Anthes, of Oshkosh, and has two sons, John 
and Frank. 

Edna May Thrall, born in 1982, is the only daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John W. Thrall. The father is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, while his son Douglas is a Mason. The 
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family is one of prominence in this section of the state. Mr. Thrall 
has greatly improved the home farm and has extended its boundaries 
by the purchase of additional land. He has built on his place a 
modern residence, commodious and beautiful. He and his sons 
have made for themselves a most creditable name in the agricultural 
and commercial life of this section, for they are ambitious, ener- 
getic, purposeful and resourceful and have accomplished much, their 
interests contributing to the prosperity of the community as well 
as to their own success. 


WILLIAM LARSEN, since 1931 the owner and editor of the Winne- 
conne News, was born in Norway, January 14, 1873, a son of Ole 
and’ Karen Larsen. He began his education in the schools of his 
native country and after his parents brought the family to the United 
States, settling in Carlton County, Minnesota, he continued his edu- 
cation there. The year of their arrival was 1880 and the father 
staked out a homestead claim, which he at once began to develop 
and cultivate. For twenty-two years William Larsen was active in 
the improvement of that farm, after which he sold the property in 
LoL, 

Mr. Larsen had turned his attention to newspaper publication 
and had owned several papers before coming to Winneconne and 
purchasing the Winneconne News January 1, 1938 

Eight years later he purchased the building which contains his 
office and plant and the News now has a circulation of seven hun- 
dred and fifty and meets the requirements of the local community 
as an advertising medium and as a distributor of current informa- 
tion. He also does commercial printing and is accorded a liberal 
patronage. : 

Mr. Larsen married Harriett Gillette, of Wyoming, Minnesota, 
and they have three sons and a daughter, namely: Alpheus, William, 
Harold, and Audrey, who is the wife of Douglas Thrall, prominently 
connected with the canning industry and mentioned in connection 
with the sketch of John C. Thrall elsewhere in this work. 


EUGENE AUGUST LINDEMANN is the president, treasurer and gen- 
eral manager of the A. J. Lindemann & Hoverson Company, long 
prominent factors in the industrial activity of Milwaukee, where 
they are carrying on an extensive business as stove manufacturers. 
Born July 29, 1902, in the city which is still his place of business, 
he is a son of Albert John and Julia (Henes) Lindemann. The fa- 
ther was born in Hamburg, Germany, on March 26, 1854, and in 
1863 came with his father, John P. Lindemann, and family to the 
new world, the family home being established in Milwaukee, where 
John P. Lindemann became a hardware merchant and manufac- 
turer. The family was led to make Wisconsin their destination by the 
fact that his brother was postmaster at Fountain City, this state, 
where John P. Lindemann was to join him. They made their way 
up the Mississippi River, driving on the ice and at length reached 
Fountain City, where they learned that the brother had died. There 
they were in the dead of winter, without knowledge of the language 
of the people and their funds were almost exhausted, but somehow 
they made their way to Milwaukee, where they remained until 1870, 
and then went to a coal mining town in southern Illinois. A. J. 
Lindemann had in the meantime acquired a high school education 
and learned the tinsmith’s trade, and he and his father opened a 
small shop in the Illinois town, but after five years they returned 
to Milwaukee and started in business under the firm name of J. P. 


Mwsl'D Mi iets odd Yo ticitoag pa ee ee pre to: a 
garcia elias : ak st be meres ‘t 
q.ent ig aig -w8 ¢ aitibbs. to. Asien 
ei Hu. hiss. tidder, , aj oiontara E Nips 
bevel! a: orgie. SILT csirinitie jabin « asy nalts to? baer 
ttd assole tes sib gold” “gbtian zidt td O27 ry MOD 
vied ydsnin Lordclipano nd eat hae iefteriuoes: bar liste mete) 
Howe en paren sae we waa qeory sit oO) gouudi 

PRoOOUR 1 


a i 
ep ade t4 eolibe bitin tener od? iZPE sone eae ! 
afi! te ton & PPh SL awit yevrieY ni atod eae war, seintoo 
dt Yo al worded. Ald “etl nena sid awd of inetd pote” "bane 
sain? off of eli msl: odd Jthey wid oak Vinny Bi d its bas winuos svidaa 

4 be! houatiteod ph silosontitt winwaD wothen) rel yitises: oInIe 
“aythti) AF bus GOBBI zatr deviate oir to s290% tT et 
getasatl) OG) tame eatio ts oft foittw cotels basieomod & a oa ate 
ai Sviite cow patied mpaiW vane owt-vinows 194 wavs bas | 
at Yr 1eqo3d oi) blige sd ator vsdta yarta? tars Yo insmaverryat ari 


ef 
netunitiq swaRRwse Ob nobweiig sid bois bad noetat at 
Bad sietesunhi¥e of wii¥aes-stoted eriag Urtevae bonwe bart baa i 
eer f Wino soe onto oan eat gai 
eid anibiaw ay wittaiiid. oct tra sirens vi aetal arasy 
wut govs2 WO folleliondie n rad Won meV odd bow Ingig on valfto 
WJ ittesireeret » Lawl vb to te lilt ot ajyers DIts wit base bab 
aio bel torviies te sods dar I 4h «2 268 bun muiberm guictivevbs mg eB 
lipase 5 Dotfwocs @r bre waileis: lniowemmos e90b-Onle OH en | 
peer age wudetey WH io oilettid tiateml bebttsnt 1987 aM 
ts enchgih -ylewan veohhiwal 4 bas anos souitev lee 
Tats sated ‘ agAlT: iz} cart 160 SYtw os ei o1fw woth A hua . 
isi fours «tt Leola sr: go hon vwelesinei salen eal div batos 
Suowe Gilt at stiweefs flaw? .O adok to dotode add ia 


foo bites ey! Akvis tg ani «i Atamaaaed T2UQUA susoul 7 a, 
whee) atpayea? hodaeege hl 2 poiamenpeic .b A ofl} lo TS yRMht isto d 
owiw sitet, ts vivifon ierecobai of a] etotoak daon 
ernosiaiiane SVO)4 2g @ouirad svinvelxs as 1 ShhONRD wa 
Seyiieud be anhy eid. file et douher viid orlt «i S$0et &s ylol re 
+g] 44T <omnntebedl (ened) ag) bex ofol t1ediA to ‘HOG Hi 91 
nt baw $OaY OE ahoaM ao olen dere! a eed: eel 
ant od “iat Aew A ke ‘A-nafel. asdial aid dite 9 
waiter com eehith 4 Hylelidetes ytied omod ylirast ait 
enna bos anedon ees eid 2 omssed 1 
ail Fa éoitari teh. “oad, mini! gins oF bol aaw Ci 
pe 2082. 2239, wighinot Mm Wireiileo egw erie 
vee teal) abait wodT dia aol 1 aaw siese 
backaw igh fe bea 49) ot aay yrivish 109 
vet baits byl sition’ oft deal) bacinak yoils 
ouriudnd of 16 Agholiniad Yoodiiw ota Fo bovahs 9 
Wolo trl deiansifes idouls om bvent tioskt 

OTe Lew boninewy yodt oro olvew lt ob yaw 
A A ehocdill sresisnoe nti nvod yniaion feos 2 4h owe 
wultusphe ioodoa-thaid «6 bedapos pears ath} m iat 
dchonsqo 16dt8) aid bas od bas 4 ah ce 
‘Wepevaskiert grt wine a7 Atte dud Homi Fe 
hf a “ho. ascent coral ot? bad a a ho tnsta Se 


134 WISCONSIN 


Lindemann & Son, opening a little retail hardware store and tin- 
smith shop at South First Street and West National Avenue. In 
1879 they expanded the business to include a manufacturing depart- 
ment, and in 1880 A. J. Lindemann left the old company and organ- 
ized the firm of Lindemann & Hoverson, of which he was president 
for many years, or until he had passed the eightieth milestone on 
life’s journey, when he retired from that position but remained a 
director of the company until his death in 1941. Rapid growth 
attended the enterprise and in 1900 the company removed from 
Florida and Hanover streets to larger quarters at 601 West Cleve- 
land. They extended the scope of their activities to include the sale 
of oil, kerosene, gasoline, gas stoves and finally electric ranges and 
appliances, and as they prospered they established branch houses 
in New York, Chicago and San Francisco. Mr. Lindemann was 
the inventor and promoter of many improvements made in stove 
manufacture and in 1916 his inventive genius brought forth a coal 
or wood and gas combination range and oil burning stove. He did 
much to develop electric ranges and appliances, and his contribu- 
tion to industrial work in Milwaukee was of a most important char- 
acter. During the war years of 1917-18 and thereafter the company 
was heavily engaged in war production, principally for the U. S. 
Navy, more than doubling its normal output in dollar value. 

Albert J. Lindemann also figured prominently in connection with 
civic affairs of the city. He was deeply interested in the schools and 
served as president of the old South Side Education Association and 
strongly advocated the building of the South Side high school. In 
1894 he received appointment to the school board, of which he became 
president and in 1897 served on the committee that succeeded in 
bringing the National Education Association convention to Mil- 
waukee. He was one of the promoters of the Vocational School, which 
is said to be one of the largest in the world, and he had much to do 
with shaping the laws governing vocational education in Wisconsin. 
He also wielded a wide influence in political matters and was recog- 
nized as a Republican leader who for many years was chairman of 
the Republican central committee of Milwaukee County, resigning 
that position in 1933. In 1903 he was vice chairman of the Wisconsin 
State Board of Managers at the St. Louis World’s Fair and he was 
a director of the Milwaukee Association of Commerce and the Na- 
tional Manufacturers Association, while he also had membership in 
the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. As a delegate of the Na- 
tional Association he attended the first world power conference, 
which was a section of the British Imperial Exposition, held in Lon- 
don in 1924. He greatly enjoyed travel, in which he extensively in- 
dulged, and was the author of two books—Sketches from My Travels 
in Continental Hurope, published in 1922, and An Alpine Tour up 
Mount Jungfrau, published in 1924. He belonged to the Rotary 
Club, the Wisconsin Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Chicago 
Athletic Club and was a thirty-second degree Mason. 

Albert John Lindemann married Julia Henes, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a daughter of Louis Henes, who was born in Germany 
and came to Milwaukee about 1847, being a well known musician of 
this city. He made almost annual trips back to Germany to visit 
relatives and friends at a time when ocean travel was tedious and 
often hazardous. His daughter, Mrs. Lindemann, died March 21, 
1934. Mr. and Mrs. Lindemann were parents of five children. Albert 
Louis, who is now representing the Lindemann & Hoverson Company 
in Southern California, is married and has two children: Albert J. 
Lindemann II, who is married and holds the rank of major in con- 
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nection with World War II and has a daughter, Laura; and Eleanor. 
Julia Lindemann is now Mrs. Rudolph Anders, of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. Walter Carl Lindemann, the vice president and secretary of 
the Lindemann & Hoverson Company, is married and has four chil- 
dren—Walter R., who is with the company and who has three chil- 
dren; Gordon, ensign in the U. 8S. Navy on active duty; Marguerite, 
now Mrs. C. A. Burghardt, of Milwaukee; and Frederick, a lieuten- 
ant, U.S. Army Air Corps on active duty. Oscar Lindemann, who had 
been purchasing agent with the company, died in 1937, leaving three 
eee Richard, a lieutenant in the U. S. Army air force, Paul and 
arl. 

The fifth member of the family of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Lindemann 
is Eugene A. Lindemann, now the president of the business which 
was founded by his father. He attended the Milwaukee public schools, 
the Milwaukee University school and the Medical College of the 
University of Chicago, for it was his original intention to become 
a physician, but his health prevented him from achieving this ambi- 
tion. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Beloit College 
in 1925. His only business activity has been in the line in which he 
is now engaged. He was formerly secretary-treasurer and manager, 
and in 1939 he was elected president and treasurer to succeed his 
father, who had resigned his position as executive head of the busi- 
ness. At that time W. C. Lindemann was reelected vice president 
and secretary while Mr. Edwin Henes is the assistant secretary and 
treasurer. Long trained in this field of manufacturing and selling 
stoves, Kugene A. Lindemann has wisely directed the further control 
and expansion of the business and has maintained his place as one of 
the leading and representative merchants and industrialists of Mil- 
waukee. The company has membership in the National Association 
of Manufacturers. Recently, on December 13, 1944, the Army-Navy 
“E” award was made to the Lindemann & Hoverson Company. 
Eugene A. Lindemann is a trustee of the Institute of Cooking and 
Heating Appliances and secretary of the Tri-Clover Machine Com- 
pany of Kenosha, Wisconsin. He belongs to the Wisconsin Club, of 
which he is now president and a director, and he is a life member 
of the Milwaukee Athletic Club. 

Mr. Lindemann married Jean Spranger, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of Edward and Louise (Gottschalk) Spranger, the 
father now a resident of Milwaukee, while the mother has passed 
from this life. Mr. and Mrs. Lindemann make their home at 2603 
North Lake Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


HucH Morris HOLMES, general agent at Milwaukee for the 
Lincoln National Life Insurance Company of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
was born July 1, 1891, in Trenton, a suburb of Detroit, Michigan, 
a son of William Morris and Anna L. (Arden) Holmes. The father, 
a native of the State of New York, was a son of Morris Holmes, 
who moved with his family to Michigan when William Morris Holmes 
was a little lad of four summers. There Morris Holmes engaged in 
the lumber business in Detroit, carrying on his interests under the 
name of the Holmes Lumber & Supply Company during the 1870s. 
He died in Detroit about 1900, while his son, William Morris Holmes, 
who was a consulting engineer, passed from this life about 1930. 
His wife, Mrs. Anna L. (Arden) Holmes, is still living, being now 
a resident of Milwaukee. She was born in Oswego, New York, and 
was quite a small child when her people went to Michigan, so that 
she was reared and educated in Detroit, and was there married to 
William Morris Holmes. They became parents of three children, 
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of whom Hugh Morris is the eldest, the others being William Arden 
Holmes, now a resident of Indianapolis, Indiana, and Katherine 
Louise, who married William I. Kickbusch, of Milwaukee. 

After acquiring his early education in the public schools of 
Detroit and cempleting a course in the Central high school there, 
Hugh M. Holmes spent one year as a student in the University of 
Michigan and three years at Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri. He also had excellent training in instrumental music and 
voice in his youthful days and he sang in church choirs and in the 
University Glee Club. He was also on the concert stage in New 
York from 1916 until 1918, inclusive, and his experience and interest 
in music and singing naturally influenced his choice of business when 
‘he started out for himself. He was for a time connected with the 
Aeolian Company of New York and of St. Louis before coming to 
Milwaukee in June, 1919. Here he entered into association with the 
J. B. Bradford Piano Company, with which he remained for ten 
years. Since 1930 he has been engaged in the insurance business in 
Milwaukee, representing the Lincoln National Life Insurance Com- 
pany as general agent at Milwaukee. He has made a close and dis- 
criminating study of every phase of the business and has high rating 
with this corporation, which has more than one billion dollars of 
insurance in force in this country, and which in addition to its insur- 
ance features has instituted the mortgage redemption plan, where 
with an investment of approximately one per cent the individual can 
guarantee that the mortgage on his home will be paid off in case of 
his death. Mr. Holmes has had a constantly increasing business since 
he took up insurance thirteen years ago, and the number of his clients 
is constantly growing, his efforts thus bringing him substantial suc- 
cess. The H. M. Holmes agency of the Lincoln National Life Insur- 
ance Company was named among the first six agencies of the com- 
pany in total paid production for January, 1944. Mr. Holmes, gen- 
eral agent in Milwaukee, was placed fifth among all agents of the 
_country in personal paid business for the month. In winning this 
honor he produced more business than any other representative 
winning the same placement in the past five years. He also won 
national recognition for his personal production record in March, 
1944, when he was named on his company’s list of national leaders 
in the number of policies written. This honor was won in direct 
competition with all of the company’s sales representatives through- 
out the country. 

Mr. Holmes was reared in the faith of the Episcopal church and 
was a member of the boys’ choir. He is now the baritone singer in 
the Christian Science church in Milwaukee. Music has always been 
his chief interest and recreation outside of business, his deep appre- 
ciation for music continuing through all the years since his early 
boyhood. He is well known in Masonic circles, having attained the 
thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and is a member of the 
Wisconsin Consistory Quartet. He likewise is a Shriner, with mem- 
bership in Tripoli Temple and he belongs to the Tripoli Country 
Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the City Club, Wauwatosa Club 
and the Kiwanis Club. He is likewise connected with the Milwaukee 
Sales-managers Association, the Milwaukee Life Underwriters Asso- 
ciation and the Life Insurance Managers and General Agents Asso- 
ciation. He attended the Officers Training Camp during the first 
World War and was a leader in community singing there. 

Mr. Holmes married Miss Ida M. Eppenheimer, who comes of 
Holland Dutch ancestry and was born at Creal Springs, Illinois. She 
was reared and educated in St. Louis, Missouri, being a graduate 
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of the McKinley high school there, while she also attended Hosmer 
Hall. Mr. and Mrs. Holmes have a son and daughter. The former, 
Hugh Morris Holmes Jr., was graduated from the School of Com- 
merce of the University of Wisconsin in 1942. He married Dorothy 
Kiekhofer, of White Fish Bay, Milwaukee County, a daughter of 
Benjamin A. and Elizabeth M. Kiekhofer, the former the vice presi- 
dent of the Union Refrigerator Transit Lines in Milwaukee. Mrs. 
Holmes Jr. is also a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, and 
both she and her husband are much interested in horseback riding 
and have won blue ribbons at the horse shows. The daughter, Julia 
Louise Holmes, born January 31, 1922, for two years studied at the 
University of Wisconsin. She became the wife of EK. O. Templeton, 
of Evanston, Illinois. 


THE SQUARE D CoMPANY of Michigan has played an important 
role in Wisconsin, for its industrial controller division is located in 
Milwaukee and is directed by Herman L. Van Valkenburg. I. W. 
Magin, president of the company, makes his home in Detroit, while 
other officials are in charge of branch offices throughout the country. 

The Square D Company was established in 1908 as the McBride 
Manufacturing Company of Detroit, Michigan, for the purpose of 
manufacturing electrical fuses. In 1908, under the name of the 
Detroit Fuse and Manufacturing Company, they introduced en- 
closed electrical switches into the United States and in 1912 the 
first sheet steel enclosures for safety switches were made. There 
arose such a public demand for this latter product that the com- 
pany discontinued the fuse manufacturing in 1917 to devote all 
their attention to safety switches. The Square D Company, as it 
is known today, has resulted from purchases and from mergers 
with other concerns. By 1930 it had acquired a porcelain plant at 
Peru, Indiana, the Industrial Controller Company of Milwaukee, 
the Diamond Electric Manufacturing Company of Los Angeles, 
California, and the Kollsman Instrument Company, Inc., of Elm- 


_hurst, New York. This last merger added precision aircraft instru- 


ments to the companies’ products. The Square D Company of Can- 
ada, Ltd., was established at Toronto in 1924. 

In 1940 there was built in Milwaukee a splendid factory and 
office building at 4041 North Richards Street, at the corner of 
Capitol Drive. The substantial structure, attractive in its archi- 
tectural fitness, stands in the midst of spacious grounds which add 
much to its beauty, and in 1942 an addition was built and the plant 
and business has thus steadily expanded. C. G. Welch was the first 
president of the Milwaukee Industrial Controller Company and he 
is still serving as a director of the Square D Company, although 
now located in Birmingham, Michigan. The Milwaukee division 
manufactures automatic electric motor control equipment of vari- 
ous kinds. Products of this division are generally used for manual 
and automatic control of motors, aircraft contactors and welding 
equipment, and related products of this division are push buttons, 
limit switches, pneumatic and motor driven timers, resistors and 
terminal blocks. 

Since the United States entered World War II the company has 
been largely engaged in manufacturing its products for the war 
effort. Their standard equipment is sold through regular distrib- 
utors and installed by electrical contractor customers. By the end of 
1944 the company was manufacturing exclusively for war purposes. 
New products and new methods are constantly being introduced, 
many of which will have post war uses. Research work is being 
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carried on resulting in modern design of equipment, and aggres- 
sive sales and advertising are leading to an increased output. The 
precision aircraft products of the company, manufactured at Kolls- 
man, are widely used in military aircraft, having met the stiffest 
requirements in that line, and will prove a boon to civilian aviation 
in peace time. 

Today there are agencies of the company in approximately 
fifty of the leading cities of the country, and with the passing years 
the modest shop, which was the beginning of the company in 1917, 
has been increased to ten modern plants and its few manufactures 
of World War I had reached to thousands of items today. It is 
believed many radical changes will be made in industrial manufac- 
, ture following the war and the company is planning and working 
to meet these future requirements. The Milwaukee Industrial Con- 
troller Division is doing its full share and will keep the company 
in a position of leadership, while its activities are of constantly 
broadening scope and importance. 


EDWIN SCHUETTE, the president of the Manitowoc Savings Bank, 
comes of a family that has been closely associated with the history 
of eastern Wisconsin through four generations. He traces his ancestry 
back to Oldenburg, Germany, where lived his grandparents, John 
and Katherine (Schade) Schuette, who were natives of that land, 
where they remained until 1848, when they came to the United States 
and cast in their lot with the early residents of Manitowoc. His 
name was on the roll of the pioneer merchants of this city and for 
many years he was active in business, until his life’s labors were 
ended. To him and his wife were born seven children, Gesine, Henry, 
John, Martha, Fred, August and George, and when the father died his 
sons John and Henry took over the mercantile business in 1862. 

John Schuette was born in Oldenburg, Germany, September 25, 
1837, and was therefore in his eleventh year at the time of the imi- 
gration of the family to the new world. He was reared in Manitowoc 
and after devoting some time to the mercantile trade, he sold his 
interest in the business to his younger brothers in 1884 and organized 
the Manitowoc Savings Bank. He also purchased the building at the 
corner of Eighth and Jay streets which had been erected in 1857 
and had formerly been used as a bank. The new institution, founded 
by John Schuette, was organized under the state banking laws and 
was capitalized for fifty thousand dollars, the first officers being: 
John Schuette, president; C. E. Esterbrook, vice president; Joseph 
Staehle, cashier, while later Louis Schuette, son of John Schuette, 
became vice president. The father was very prominent in business 
and public affairs of the community. He established the second flour 
mill, the Oriental Mills, in Manitowoc, in 1869 and in 1889 he 
organized the electric light company and was a stockholder in and 
one of the organizers of the Eastern Wisconsin Trustee Company. 
He also served as alderman of Manitowoc, was mayor of the city 
and in 1875-76 was a member of the State Senate, at all times dis- 
charging his duties in a manner that indicated his keen interest in 
the public welfare, his cooperation being given at all times to 
measures for the general good. 

To John Schuette and his wife, who in her maidenhood was Rosa 
Strauss, there were born five children, Louis, Edwin, Gesine, Lillie 
and Rosa. On reaching their majority the two sons joined their 
father in the banking business. Edwin Schuette, who was born in 
Manitowoc, April 23, 1869, is still active in the business, but his 
brother, Louis, has retired. Edwin Schuette has devoted his entire 
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life to financial affairs and into the same field of business activity 
entered his son Henry, who is now the vice president and cashier 
of the Manitowoe Savings Bank. 

Henry Schuette, son of Edwin and Olga (Rahr) Schuette, was 
born in Manitowoc, March 30, 1903, and pursued his education in 
the grade and high schools of the city before he entered Culver 
Military Academy of Indiana. Later he attended Cornell University 
for a time, and on completing his studies joined his father in the 
bank, being of the third generation of the family actively associated 
with the bank management. 

Henry Schuette married Helen Kohl, and they have three chil- 
dren, Katheryn, Ann and Gesine. 


ROBERT SHERIFFS Moss is an attorney of Milwaukee, his native 
city. He was born July 15, 1908, a son of Roy M. and Cornelia M. 
(Sheriffs) Moss, both of whom were born in Milwaukee and are now 
residents of Wauwatosa, Milwaukee County, where the father is 
special agent for the Prudential Life Insurance Company. He is a 
son of John Moss, who came to Milwaukee from: Batavia, Illinois, 
about 1875. The family is of English ancestry but has been repre- 
sented in America through many generations. It was in 1837 that 
the removal was made from the East to Illinois, where John Moss 
remained until about 1875, when he came to Milwaukee and was 
here associated with the Standard Paper Company in an official ca- 
pacity, acting for some time as general manager. He died in Mil- 
waukee in October, 1916. 

On the maternal side Robert S. Moss is of Scotch lineage. His 
great-grandfather, George P. Sheriffs, was born in Scotland and 
came to Wisconsin prior to the Civil War. He organized the Sheriffs 
Wheel Company for the manufacture of ship propellers, which were 
used on the lake and river boats in those days. The property which 
was the site of his factory is still in the possession of the family. 
His son, Thomas W. Sheriffs, was born in Milwaukee and died here 
in 1924. He married Kate Nelson, who was also born in Milwaukee, 
where she passed away in 1907. The Nelson family came to America 
from England in 1667, and thus it is that Robert S. Moss is not 
only descended from pioneer families of Wisconsin but also comes 
of old Colonial stock, for his ancestors aided in laying the foundations 
of the Republic, arriving here in the early Colonial period. His 
mother is a2 member of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
through two lines, Captain John Nelson and Captain William Smith, 
her ancestors, having fought for American independence in the Rev- 
olutionary War. 

Robert S. Moss has one brother, John H. Moss, who is now as- 
sistant manager of the membership division of the Milwaukee Asso- 
ciation of Commerce. Their sister, Marjory, is now the wife of 
Radcliff Dennison Jr., who is a lieutenant in the United States air 
service, having graduated from the air school at Pensacola, Florida. 

After attending the public schools of Wauwatosa and graduating 
from the high school there Robert S. Moss attended Northwestern 
University, where he won his Bachelor of Science degree, after which 
he began preparation for the bar at the University of Wisconsin, 
where the LL.B. degree was conferred on him in 1932. In that year 
he began practice in Milwaukee, where he has since continued his 
professional activities, and his practice is increasing in volume and 
importance with the passing years. He has always realized the neces- 
sity of thorough preparation and enters the court well qualified not 
only to meet the expected but also the unexpected, which happens 
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quite as frequently in the courts as out of them. He is a clear 
thinker, a strong reasoner and is always logical in his deductions. 

Mr. Moss married Marion Sorensen, who was born in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of William and Schelot (Drea) Sorensen. Her 
father, who is now deceased, was born in Fredericklien, Denmark, 
and his wife, who is still living, was born in Milwaukee. Her father 
came from Denmark to Milwaukee in 1855 and was a pioneer in the 
shoe business here. Mr. and Mrs. Moss have two children, Marilyn 
and Karen, aged respectively five and three years. 

Aside from his connection with the Milwaukee County Bar As- 
sociation, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association, Mr. Moss is identified with various societies and 
organizations that have had to do with the upbuilding and progres- 
sive development of his native city. He belongs to the Milwaukee 
Association of Commerce and is now serving as president of the 
Y.M.C.A. Toastmasters Club. He is connected with the citizens de- 
fense council of the town of Brookfield and is a member of the 
registrants draft advisory board of Milwaukee County, while for- 
merly he was secretary of the mayor’s advisory board. He is gen- 
eral counsel for the Graphic Arts Association, belongs to the West- 
moor Country Club and has membership in the Wauwatosa Meth- 
odist Church. His college fraternities are Phi Delta Phi and the 
Wranglers fraternity, with which he became allied when attending 
Northwestern University. He is alert to everything pertaining to 
the welfare and progress of his city, where he has spent his entire 
life and where he has a circle of friends almost coextensive with 
the circle of his acquaintance. 


GERALD M. SWANSTROM, an attorney since 1923, has always 
specialized in corporation law and is now general counsel for The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of Milwaukee, having 
been chosen for this position in 1948. Born in Dayton, Webster 
County, Iowa, March 27, 1900, he 1s a son of Gust Albert and Alice A. 
(Johnson) Swanstrom, who are now residents of Fort Dodge, Iowa. 
The father, also a native of Dayton, is a son of Charles Swanstrom, 
a pioneer settler of Webster County, where he took active part in 
business and public affairs. He was one of the founders of the town 
of Dayton and in the early days he there engaged in the lumber 
business, was also the organizer and promoter of the bank there and 
as the years passed made investment in land until he became an 
extensive landholder. He also did much to mold public thought and 
action and contributed much to general improvement and progress 
in his section of the state, serving at one time as mayor of Dayton. 
His death occurred in 1913. 

Gust Albert Swanstrom engaged in the insurance business for a 
considerable time, but is now partially retired from active business 
life. Like his father he has participated actively and helpfully in 
the public affairs of his community and he, too, filled the office of 
mayor of Dayton, while on one occasion he was a candidate for 
the State Legislature. He is a man widely known throughout the 
state and enjoys the high regard of all with whom he has been 
brought in contact. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Gerald 
M. Swanstrom began his education in the Dayton schools, passing 
through consecutive grades to the high school, after which he enrolled 
in the University of Minnesota and there won his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1921. He continued his studies in that institution in prep- 
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aration for the bar and the Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred 
on him in 1923. He then began practice in Minneapolis as general 
attorney for the Minneapolis & St. Louis Railroad Company, with 
which he remained until 1933, thus completing the first decade of 
his professional experience. In that year he removed to Milwaukee 
to become assistant counsel with ‘The Northwestern Mutual Life In- 
surance Company and in 1943 he was advanced to the position of 
general counsel. He has always concentrated upon corporation law 
and his knowledge of this branch is comprehensive and exact, enabling 
him to render valuable legal aid to the company with which he is 
connected. His professional life seems to run in cycles of ten years 
each, for it was at the close of his second decade in law practice 
that he ceased to be assistant counsel and was made general counsel 
for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. His record is 
one of continuous progress, in which he has shown outstanding judg- 
ment in the application of legal principles to the points at issue. 

Mr.:Swanstrom was united in marriage to Miss Zella Ingraham, 
of Los Angeles, California, and they now have one son, Gerald Con- 
rad, eight years of age, now attending the Milwaukee Country Day 
School. Mr. Swanstrom has membership in the Association of Life 
Insurance Counsel, the International Association of Insurance Coun- 
sel, the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association, being at all times 
most careful to conform his legal work to the highest ethical stand- 
ards of his chosen calling. He is a member of Phi Delta Theta fra- 
ternity and Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity. 


FREDERIC C. JOERNS is the president and manager of the Joerns 
Brothers Furniture Company of Stevens Point. Since 1889 the 
name of Joerns has been connected with the manufacture and sale 
of furniture in the upper Mississippi valley and since 1910 opera- 
tions by the company have been successfully carried on in Portage 
County. Charles A. Joerns, the father of Frederie C. Joerns, 
started in the furniture manufacturing business with his brothers 
Fred and Paul, establishing a factory between Minneapolis and st. 
Paul, where their output included desks, folding beds and dining 
room furniture. The new venture proved a successful one and the 
scope of the business was broadened when in 1909 Charles A. Joerns 
went to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he opened another factory. 
Then came the establishment of the Stevens Point factory in 1910, 
known as the B. plant. In 1917 the Sheboygan plant was destroyed 
by fire and Mr. Joerns took over the main plant of the Coye Furni- 
ture Company, which was then devoted entirely to the manufacture 
of bedroom furniture. Progress characterized the business through 
every phase of its existence, making this a very profitable concern, 
and in 1927 Charles A. Joerns purchased the interest of his brother 
Paul, who up to this time had owned the majority interest. He then 
operated the plant in Stevens Point, this being then the only plant 
owned by the company, and he remained active in the business until 
his death, which occurred in 1941. His two brothers had preceded 
him in death. Charles A. Joerns became a very prominent and in- 
fluential factor in the business life of this community, and in addi- 
tion to furniture manufacturing he served as a member of the board 
of directors of the Citizens National Bank. He attained he higher 
degrees in Masonry, became a member of the Shrine and also be- 
longed to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. To him and 
his wife, who in her maidenhood was Louise Benson, were born a 
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son and two daughters: Frederic C.; Isabelle, who became the wife 
of N. J. Lau; and Carrol, who married W. W. Wied and is living 
in California. 

Frederic C. Joerns, who succeeded his father in the presidency 
a management of the business, was born in Minnesota, November 

ay 1901, and following the removal to Stevens Point he attended 
the public schools, while later he continued his education in Carroll 
College and in the University of Minnesota, where the Bachelor of 
Arts degree was conferred on him at his graduation with the class 
of 1925, His college fraternity is Phi Gamma Delta. 

At the conclusion of his. college days Frederic C. Joerns imme- 
diately joined his father in the furniture manufacturing business, 
in which he has since continued, covering a period of about twenty 
years. The plant has been doubled in structure since 1919 and also 
in capacity, and its equipment meets every modern requirement in 
furniture manufacturing. The factory is a very modern one, meet- 
ing all safety rules and furnishing all possible comforts in working 
conditions for the employes, who now number two hundred and 
twenty-five. Frederic C. Joerns took over the management on the 
death of his father in 1941 and is now the president and manager, 
with N. J. Lau as vice president, August T. Cook, treasurer, and J. 
J. Cutts as secretary. They turn out high grade furniture of attrac- 
tive design and substantial workmanship and for many years the 
business has brought gratifying financial returns to the owners. 

Mr. Joerns married Ruth Jacobs, a daughter of P. J. Jacobs, 
who was formerly the head of the Hardware Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany. Mrs. Joerns is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. 
Their three children are: Frederic C. Jr., who was born November 
21, 1929; Joan Camille, born April 20, 1930; and Mary Kathryn, 
born December 21, 1937. Mr. Joerns belongs to the Kiwanis Club 
and is interested in all that pertains to civic progress. He also has 
membership with the Elks and is a member of the Presbyterian 
church, in the work of which he manifests an active interest, now 
serving as one of its trustees. His wife is a member of St. Stephen’s 
Catholic Church and is a helpful Red Cross worker. The family is 
prominent socially and Mr. Joerns, who is still in the prime of life, 
occupies an enviable place among the outstanding business men of 
Stevens Point. 


DANIEL Lucius KIMBERLY is president of the Hardwood Products 
Corporation of Neenah, in which city he was born February 7, 1885, 
a son of Daniel Lucius and Frances (Hewitt) Kimberly. The father 
was born in New Haven, Connecticut, and was a son of Harvey Lati- 
mer and Mabel Ann (Hoadley) Kimberly, the former also a native of 
New Haven, whence he came to Neenah about 1848. He and his 
brother John R. engaged in general merchandising here and also 
operated a flour mill. This property passed to the possession of 
Harvey Latimer Kimberly and in time became the property of the 
latter’s son Lucius. 

The last named, D. Lucius Kimberly, married Frances Hewitt, 
who was born near Kaukauna, Wisconsin, a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Hewitt. Her father was one of the pioneer residents 
of Menasha, and was the builder of the Government canal at 
Menasha. He became one of the organizers of the First National 
Bank of Neenah and of the Bank of Menasha, and of the former 
became the first president. Both Daniel Lucius and Frances (Hewitt) 
Kimberly have passed away, the former in 1892 and the latter in 
1926. They were the parents of three sons and a daughter: Augustus ; 
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Henry H.; Mabel, the wife of Albert C. Gilbert; and Daniel L. The 
father at one time served as mayor of Neenah and was one of the 
early treasurers of the village. . 

After attending the local schools Daniel L. Kimberly, whose name 
introduces this record, enrolled as a student at Princeton University 
and after completing his studies there was connected with a mining 
company for a time. In 1908, in association with William C. Wing, 
C. B. Clark and E. D. Beals, he organized the Hardwood Products 
Corporation, which took over a timber and veneer factory near Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi, and of this Mr. Kimberly took personal charge, the 
plant being devoted to the manufacture of lumber and veneer. 
In 1910 the company built the Neenah plant and Mr. Kimberly has 
since ‘been identified with its operation. The early output of the 
factory had been more than doubled before the country entered into 
the present war and its goods were shipped to all sections of the 
United States, while there was also considerable export trade for 
their specialty line. They also make fireproof and soundproof doors 
and employment is given to more than two hundred people. The 
officers of the company in addition to Mr. Kimberly, who occupies the 
presidency, are S. F. Shattuck, vice president, and H. J. Young, 
secretary. When the company was first organized they erected the 
building which they now occupy. 

Mr. Kimberly is a Mason who has taken the Knight Templar degree 
of the York Rite and is a member of Tripoli Temple of the Shrine at 
Milwaukee. He has served for a number of years on the school board 
of Neenah and cooperated in many progressive public measures. 

On the 6th of January, 1915, Mr. Kimberly married Margaret 
Mowry Smith, who was born and reared in Menasha, a daughter of 
Henry and Ella (Reese) Smith and a granddaughter of Elisha D. 
Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Kimberly have two daughters, Nancy and 
Margaret. The latter, a graduate of Vassar College, is the wife of 
Capt. Harry F. Jones, of Riverton, New Jersey, now an aide to General 
S. Jarman on Saipan. Nancy was with the military welfare service 
in North Africa and Italy, thus representing the Red Cross. She 
was the first Red Cross girl to land in Naples. The clubmobile unit, 
of which she was a member, travels to desert army camps and has 
equipment that includes almost everything that will contribute to 
a soldier’s comfort and pleasure, from a kitchen in which coffee 
and doughnuts are made to sound movie projectors. She received 
her training for the Red Cross service in Washington, D. C., and in 
New York City. Nancy Kimberly resigned her position and on 
November 1, 1944, she was married at the Kimberly home in Neenah 
to Lieutenant Colonel Hubert H. De Marais of Minneapolis, who was 
on the staff of the Thirty-fourth Division and whom she met while 
abroad. Mrs. Kimberly is also very active in connection with Red 
Cross work and the family are members of the Episcopal church. 


ALBERT ERNST MIELENZ. The life record of Albert Ernst Mie- 
lenz is closely associated with the history of Milwaukee, not only 
because he was one of the foremost representatives of the insurance 
business here but also because of the active part he had taken in 
the upbuilding processes that have promoted the city’s welfare and 
particularly advanced the interests of its individual citizens. Actu- 
ated by the Christian faith and a sincere love for his fellowmen, he 
constantly extended a helping hand to a fellow traveler on life’s 
journey and was accorded the high respect, unqualified confidence and 
warm friendship of those with whom he had been brought in contact 
through his long residence in Milwaukee. 
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A Wisconsin man by birth, Mr. Mielenz first opened his eyes 
to the light of day on his father’s farm, about a mile and a half from 
Pewaukee, April 24, 1862. His parents, Ernst and Augusta (Weg- 
ener) Mielenz, were natives of Germany, the former the son of John 
Michael Mielenz, who was a prominent citizen of his home locality in 
Germany, where he was serving as burgomaster when, because of 
military opposition, he left that country and sought the liberty and 
opportunities of the new world, where he became a loyal and honored 
citizen. He purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land near 
Pewaukee in connection with his son-in-law, Michael Wegener, and 
the property is still in the possession of the children of Ernst Mie- 
lenz. The last named, father of Albert E. Mielenz, died in 1908. He 
held several school and township offices and was a leading resident 
of his community. His wife, Augusta (Wegener) Mielenz, departed 
this life in 1893. She was born in Germany and was brought to 
this country by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wegener, who 
_ became residents of Wisconsin in 1849. 

After attending the district schools of Waukesha County to the 
age of seventeen years, Albert E. Mielenz became a student in the 
Spencerian Business College of Milwaukee and started out in the 
business world as an employe in the hardware store of Gross & 
Weinsheimer, with whom he continued until the firm passed out of 
existence in 1881. He then continued in the employ of Phillip Gross, 
who purchased the Kieckhefer store, until 1891, when he turned his 
attention to the insurance business. It was in 1885 that his interest 
in insurance was first aroused. He installed a stove in the office of 
Thomas R. Lynas, then the manager for the Aetna Life Insurance 
Company in Milwaukee. A friendship sprang up between the two 
and after six years Mr. Mielenz discontinued his work in connection 
with the hardware business to become an insurance salesman and 
thereafter continued with the Aetna Company. In 1895 he became 
general traveling agent and was made assistant manager in Milwau- 
kee in 1902 and was given charge of the life, accident and health 
department for Wisconsin. In 1910 he became an agency partner 
and in 1918 he was appointed general agent in Milwaukee. He 
always displayed strong business qualifications and marked force of 
character and step by step worked his way upward. At times he was 
accorded awards by the Aetna Life Insurance Company for his work 
in building up the agency here. In expressing his own philosophy 
of life he is known to have said: ‘TI never work. When you do what 
you want to do that isn’t work. . . .I’ve been favored, I’m grateful to 
a kind Providence. The folks I’ve helped deserve the breaks I’m 
getting. Folks and friendships—that is what counts. Anyone who 
hasn’t got friends hasn’t got anything.” Emerson said: “The way 
to win a friend is to be one,” and it is in this way that Mr. Mielenz 
gained the large circle of those proud to call him friend. 

On the 29th of February, 1888, Mr. Mielenz married Tabitha R. 
Weckerle, daughter of Joseph Weckerle, who was a jewelry mer- 
chant of Milwaukee for many years, having come to this city from 
his native Germany in the early 1860s. Two of his sons were Union 
soldiers in the Civil War. To Mr. and Mrs. Mielenz were born two 
daughters and a son: Nora May, a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin; Addie, the wife of Charles R. Martin; and Harold F., 
who was graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1917 and 
at the outbreak of World War I enlisted in the army, in which he 
won a first lieutenant’s commission. 

In politics Mr. Mielenz always maintained an independent posi- 
tion, but favored national prohibition. From 1888 to the time of his 
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+ death February 14, 1945, he had been a member of the Wesley Meth- 
i odist church, which he served as a trustee and as superintendent of 


the Sunday school. He had membership in the Gideons International, 


| of which he had been national vice president, state vice president and 


also president of the city organization of this society, which has 


' greatly furthered Christianity by placing Bibles in hotel rooms and 


other public places, many bearing testimony to the influence of the 


_ Holy Word over their lives. Mr. Mielenz felt the most important 


date in his history was the one on which he made the decision for a 
Christian life, became active in the church and began helping others. 
He was a prominent member of the Young Men’s Christian Associa-. 
tion, having been a member of the board since 1891, and its president 
in 1988. He advocated a boys’ camp at Lake Five and saw this dream 
realized in 1892 with the establishment of the ‘‘Y’” camp. He also 
served on the state work committee. Mr. Mielenz gave generously of 
his time and money to the Good Will Industries, of which he was 
president ‘from 1922 until 1983 and then continued as vice president. 
Similar aid was rendered the Gideons and the Childrens Home and 


_ Aid Society. He received awards for service from the Young Men’s 


Christian Association and the Kiwanis Club. The Cosmopolitan 
Club presented him with the “distinguished citizen service medal” on 
October 23, 1940, in recognition of his civic work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mielenz occupied the same house at 727 North 
Thirty-second Street since 1903. He was usually the first one down 
at the office each day even to the ave of eighty-three years, and de- 
lighted in clearing his desk of daily business. Another place from 
which Mr. Mielenz was never absent was the annual Thanksgiving 
day dinner given by the Y.M.C.A. for out of town boys—festivities 
he had attended each year for fifty-eight years, he himself carving 
the turkey in 1943 for various members of the armed forces. His 
was indeed a life of service founded on high ideals, a life of far- 
reaching effect and benefit in the pattern of Him who came not to 
be ministered unto but to minister. 


AuGcust RIcHTER III is the president of the Richter-Schroeder 
Company of Milwaukee, handling real estate, general insurance, in- 
vestments and property management, with offices at 152 West Wis- 
econsin Avenue. He has been a lifelong resident of this city and is 
the third August Richter to become active as a realtor here. His 
father, August Richter II, was born in Milwaukee August 1, 1861, 
just thirty years after the birth of his father, August Richter, in 
Gunzenhausen, Bavaria, Germany, on August 1, 1838 The latter 
had reached his majority when in 1852 he sought the opportunities 
offered in the new world. On reaching American shores he at once 
made his way to Wisconsin and after engaging in the meat market 
business for several years he began investing in real estate and 
through the careful management of his property interests won a 
place among the prosperous residents of Milwaukee. He operated 
largely in land in northern Wisconsin and he acquired considerable 
timber land in Oneida County. Takine an active interest in politics 
as a supporter of the Democratic party, he served as chairman 
of the county board of supervisors in 1869 and became a member 
of the House of Representatives in the State Legislature in 1871, 
representing the Second ward of Milwaukee. He had membership 
in Bethany Lutheran Church and belonged to the Old Settlers Club. 
In 1879 he married Marie Sauber, of Milwaukee, and their three 
children were August, Mrs. Lena Kronenberger and Mrs. Amelia 
W. Andrae. 


Vol. 4—6 


Bb YUNTAAROON | * 
ftelh ysleo\@ off To sbdittanc 4 puod bad orf abel Mf yrauids® dissh ‘oe 


re?* ih rr Yeap aeert?, ae 4, °° 2 hs | by A i, 


t jushesinineque ea dimes Bate 2 ae bevies of-doiiw Jotudds Jetbo 
Janeiicaveli! simiieadt at qittaredinom hed oH loodes yabaud silt 
hita tashiee ves sot? gtele Jnetieon aoiy lenciten need hat ot doidw Yo 
enti fontw. pyaeiser waft Je. noflissinn yo vito oft to sasbieoq oats 
bagR “riot [aad ek plebeel wirioute vic viiouctetsdD hysortt int qiiseTg 
att to oocopthai ae} ebegndmidesd usiiesd yoo ooeky sildug 1eido 
jatioge Jeon a0) JP susiiM «MK eovil iindt? seve bioW wWoH | 
a wt soiziogy ott shaar sit daliiw wo sno ot} aw vroteld eid ai otab 
. usigied gpped be dois odd mi ovisor gmrasgd Stil neitelald 
A ngieraid eieM weal oft to isan indulmowd » caw of, 

ire L084 syitiedbacnd oli lv s9dmenaaged guivad soi? 


PsOievwig Qt ens , 
BVO ig va» ban cyl sted te gms ‘ayods batavzevbe oll .28CL ai 
ost: O71 .auten “TY oat Jo. Juve jujidaies ond tive SQBE ai hesilget 
iy vianotooey sity nelle Ih -sodtinni0s Arow siale ont ao bovis 
Low of doutw (Oo estate PW boo) sdt ol yonem bor oertt aid 
yobs soy ee hetaiiines Medi fos Suef long COOL rrost Insbiasig 
bit owed aothhid b off tie seOeliad ont3 bovebrot. enw bin salina 3 
opel auue off sot) g7iyaee "wl eouews hoviseot all .¢tsiee® DIA 
nationammeedh sbl ..dai sitawizl ods bor oollninwad sniseruid 
po “igbeuwt svivies meseiiy.d WMuinaullaib’ odd ative mtd belneeng dul 4 
tick SDP eid to woittryoue nt ObGE8S qsdotoQ 
deo. TEV Ye seiiast sade MT Poittwav0 soleil wrid bea ih. 
vol at feat oll Witicinenw aif 8001 conte ieoide brovesgiidT 
L huts <Egey soaddYiduls io spa od) of nove yeb dome goifto oft In |” 7p ; 
64) pul, vatonA azayiead yltsh to dash eld gaisants ai boidtyil Dien 
yitivincdnedT fyuents 9d? auw jacuds iven anw snoisitf 4M doidw Po : ag 
sa ivite-— sie rel te tw tot AD PA, e eft yd novig romib yab all Pl 
llodaiul od shew, Nijje~clNt 10% 1e8y Ton bebastta bed of } 


sa$' 
a4 
34 


¥, ‘ 

RIT hie ; 
oy eorral poms: oft to ausdarda evorsay gol, ShQE gl vod? end 
thi to stil & 2ieshi Auta ae, bo 0) soizsee Yo slil « beobal gew 


one ow mill te wreiisy od} ai teoed bow doots yittioas 
agletitim od dud ebay beteieiain od a 
f é 


yohaordog-1sta sil sit) Fo Juss edj «i Til agrnod TaunvA ay 
“i sone Jewdou aintes bor uslbaadt eodugwilt Yo <neynoD 
wiv geoV? Gat da esoffie (fiw \Sroateyartsm Yasqoiwd bas singuttiesy 7 
wi Jian vio widow teohiver guolotil « seed aad oH eedevA mane 
 .otud wotlen & af ovitoR omsuzed of sotdoish teugoA Wid odd } 
Agel A Janguf wotugallli wi awed new .E atoll JawgoA othtal p- 
iG ids peach combat «id Yo disid off tefta emy yi ce 
“atic! ofl bei .f Jevaoh to ati site redk seu odoses oe 
wetinwtivugd odtchine: ad S84! ti aede itolsnr eid bedoeey Da 
aan de ad «ones HmeMA gulivan: 00 liow wen odd ai be19Tto- ann 
wiise dese od a Baliye soli bea nizneoeiW ol yew zit obaat ft 
bia wtilea Ieot mi yitiieetni sayod wf etgey Tevewse 4ot easniaud > 
p tov olsoredil (iteieg eli lo Jaomeogarag lutesss ot dyvotais ts 
haterato off oodwewlih to eteohieot enossqaong ad} gromn soRig- 7” 
sidlisacs, Kaine eat bia nienoo2t Ye ecrodteoc sichaal ai 
sities ne Jecivine eee tin uoidel .xdee) shiorO ai baal « P 
ceuitinds es bowie: sf .ftaq oietsene odt Jo settoqqus B ae) i: 
musaure o oteadod Bae G82! n] cioxivasqus Qo traned virus add to | 
88! ai otoiaikigad einte old oF xovibalaseowgan to oavoll silt to ty 
qituasdiwan tad dh seduelil Joobnee. brags ef} ynitnoneng 
(Gd) orate? BIO sAj ot bexdeslod hag domd ae 1 youdist 

aad) sit bas oleae to odie att ob v1 on O78i al } 
iow ail fen ‘eapedwontA grok eM dee ew novbiias t 


s 
ve 
& 

... 


boy . a--t 1oV A ra 


( a, oy Pp 1 
ae Bs ad A. J a 7 , 
en Re ea nt hall i ‘" y : 


On; 


att 


oe oe 


146 WISCONSIN 


After attending the public schools of Milwaukee, August Richter 
II read law under F. W. Cotzhausen, but abandoned his idea of 
entering the legal profession and became a member of the real estate 
firm of Cotzhausen, Richter & Company. After four years in that 
partnership connection he withdrew and organized the firm of 
Richter, Shubert & Dick, which in 1895 became Richter, Dick & 
Reuteman, Mr. Richter remaining the senior partner until his death 
November 28, 1918. He had been closely associated with the de- 
velopment of the northern and northwest sections of the city, includ- 
ing the Cold Spring Park property, the McKinley Boulevard dis- 
‘trict, the old State Fair Grounds, the Pabst property and others. 
His firm laid these cut as subdivisions and improved them with 
the advice of the well known landscape artist, John A. Nolen. Mr. 
Richter formulated the bill creating the city land commission of 
Milwaukee and in 1912 was largely instrumental in securing its 
passage by the General Assembly. He promoted the Wanderers 
Rest cemetery and for many years was secretary and treasurer of 
the cemetery association. As the years went by there were many 
evidences of his business ability and public spirit in Milwaukee, for 
he was largely responsible in the erection of the Merrill building on 
old Grand Avenue, now West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, the 
Manufacturers Home building and others of note. He was also the 
organizer of the Milwaukee Abstract Company, of which he was 
secretary for many years, and for a long period he belonged to the 
Light Horse Squadron of the Wisconsin National Guard. 

On the 17th of February, 1889, Mr. Richter married Miss Ame- 
lia Schwarm, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, in which city she was 
reared and educated, although born in Waukegan, Illinois. 

August Richter, whose name introduces this record, devoted his 
youthful days to the acquirement of an education in the Milwaukee 
schools. As to his choice of a business he was “to the manner born” 
and when he had attained a sufficient age he joined his father in 
his real estate operations and has since sought no other field of 
activity, being today president of the Richter-Schroeder Company, 
which has a large clientele in the real estate field, in general in- 
surance, in investments and property management. Mr. Richter has 
wide and accurate knowledge concerning real estate conditions here 
and has negotiated many important property transfers. He follows 
the same high standards maintained by his father and grandfather 
in their real estate transactions and has the same progressive spirit 
that has so prominently connected the family name with realty 
interests here. 

In 1918 Mr. Richter married Alma Schulz, and they have one 
son, August J. Richter IV, who was born August 27, 1919. He is a 
graduate of the School of Business Administration of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. He is now with the armed forces, a lieutenant 
serving as assistant to the commanding officer of a medical de- 
tachment now in France. Before joining the army he had been 
associated with his father in business, the fourth August Richter 
to enter the real estate field here. 


FANNIE V. GASSMAN is one of the best known of Milwaukee’s 
successful business women. Accepting a position as a substitute 
stenographer in 18938, she has since worked her way upward and is 
today the eflicient secretary of the Richter-Schroeder Company of 
Milwaukee, with offices at 152 West Wisconsin Avenue. In this con- 
nection she has become familiar with every phase of real estate 
transactions, including the purchase and sale of property, its safe- 
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guarding through properly placed insurance and property manage- 
ment. 

Miss Gassman was born in Oakwood, Milwaukee County, a daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Bertha Gassman, both of whom were natives of 
Germany. On leaving that country while still very young and land- 
ing on America shores they at once made their way westward to 
Wisconsin, becoming early settlers of Milwaukee County, where their 
remaining days were passed, the father devoting his attention to 
mercantile pursuits as the owner of a general store in Oakwood. 

Reared and educated in Milwaukee, Miss Gassman entered busi- 
ness life as a cash girl in a department store and later enrolled as 
a student in the Spencerian Business College, taking a course in 
stenography and kindred branches which would prepare her for the 
work she hoped to secure. A call came to the college for a substitute 
stenographer in the office of August Richter Sr., then president of 
Richter, Schubert & Dick, a firm dealing in real estate and general 
insurance. This was on July 22, 1893, and that the young student 
made good is manifest in the fact that she remained with that firm 
continuously until 1918, when August Richter Sr. passed on. She 
then became associated with his son, August Richter Jr., assuming 
active management of the mortgage and mortgage bond depart- 
ment. In 1920 the present firm, the Richter-Schroeder Company 
was organized, and Miss Gassman was made its secretary. She had 
advanced rapidly from department to department, gaining an inti- 
mate and accurate knowledge of the business in all its different 
phases, and there are indeed few who are better informed concern- 
ing mortgage transactions or who can speak with greater authority 
upon the principles and details thereof. 

Miss Gassman is a very active member of the Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club of Milwaukee. She deserves much credit 
for what she has accomplished, starting out with only a laudable 
ambition that has urged her forward until she now occupies high 
place among the representative business women of the city which 
from her early girlhood has been her home. 


JOHN A. KEELAN is president of the Time Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, which is Wisconsin’s oldest and largest accident and 
health insurance company specializing only in, accident, health, hos- 
pitalization and medical expense policies. The company operates 
only in Wisconsin and Michigan, and as a pioneer in the accident 
and health insurance field has served its policy holders faithfully for 
over half a century. The home offices are located in the Security 
building at 213 West Wisconsin Avenue. 

Mr. Keelan has been associated with this organization for more 
than thirty-five years and, working his way steadily upward, has 
contributed in substantial measure to the success of the business. 

Mr. Keelan was born on a farm near Kaukauna in Outagamie 
County, Wisconsin, May 31, 1882, and is of Irish descent. His par- 
ents were Michael and Sarah (Donnelley) Keelan, both of whom 
have passed away. The father was born in Ireland and was but 
six years of age when he was brought to the United States by his 
parents, who with their family of small children started out on the 
voyage to the new world, showing great courage and determination 
in making the trip in those early days when travel was so hazardous. 
They made the trip in six weeks on a sailing vessel and one of the 
children died when they were still at sea. The parents of Michael 
Keelan first settled with their family near Montpelier, Vermont, 
and later removed to Canada, where they reared their. children. 
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The father and mother of John A. Keelan were married in Canada 
in 1863. Mrs. Keelan was born on famous Front Street in Toronto 
and was reared and educated in that city. In 1865 Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Keelan came to Wisconsin and settled on a farm in the town 
of Kaukauna, which he operated until 1901. He then retired and 
resided in Kaukauna until his death, which occurred in 1908. Mrs. 


Keelan died April 29, 1927, at the age of eighty-one. There were 


nine children born to Mr. and Mrs. Keelan, five of whom died during 
the diphtheria epidemic of 1881, while two are still living. 

John A. Keelan received an elementary and business college 
education. He started out to provide for his own support in the 
employ of the Government, doing clerical work in connection with 
the Fox River improvement project, with which he was connected 
for five years. He then went to work as an accountant with the 
Bergstrom Stove Works at Neenah, Wisconsin, and there he re- 
mained until 1912, when he became associated with the Time Insur- 
ance Company. He has filled many positions, serving as salesman, 
traveling supervisor, claim agent, assistant secretary and superin- 
tendent of agencies and executive vice president. In December, 1943, 
Mr. Keelan was elected president. The Time Insurance Company was 
organized as a mutual insurance company in 1892 at La Crosse, Wis- 
consin, and was reorganized in 1910 as a stock company, handling 
accident and health insurance. The home office has been maintained 
in Milwaukee since 1906 and the business has shown a steady devel- 
opment under the careful guidance of Mr. Keelan. Serving one com- 
pany for thirty-five years speaks well for both the man and the 
company. : 

Mr. Keelan has been very active aS a member of several com- 
mittees of the Underwriters Conference and he is a past president 
of the Wisconsin Insurance Federation, having served for two terms. 
At the present time Mr. Keelan is serving as state chairman of the 
Insurance Economists Society of America. He is a past president of 
the Milwaukee Optimists Club and a member of the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club. 

Mr. Keelan married Mina Niesen, who was born in Outagamie 
County, Wisconsin, a daughter of Hubert and Catherine (Wolf) Nie- 
sen, the former a native of Milwaukee County, while the mother was 
born in Saukville, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, their respective par- 
ents being early pioneers of this state. Mr. and Mrs. Keelan have 
a family of two daughters and one son. Geraldine Sarah, the eldest, 
is a graduate of Holy Angels Academy and after completing her 
studies there she traveled extensively, completing her education in 
Europe and the British Isles. She is now the wife of Dr. A. C. 
Grosspietsch, who is of Holland and German ancestry. They have 
two children: John Keelan Grosspietsch, ten years of age, and 
Jarl Grosspietsch, a little lad of six summers. The Doctor was grad- 
uated from Marquette University in 19381 with the degree of Doctor 
of Dental Surgery and for the past eight years has been a dental 
surgeon with the United States Navy, stationed in distant places, 
including Panama and the Canal Zone, while for the past year he has 
been located at Pearl Harbor. Michael H. Keelan, the only son of 
the family, studied law at Marquette University, where he received 
his LL. B. degree in 1934. He then began practice as an associate 
of the firm of Dougherty, Arnold & Kivelt and he is now enforcement 
attorney for the office of price administration. He married Anita 
Gehl, of Milwaukee, and they have three children: Michael H. 
Keelan III, eight years old; Mary Pat, aged five years; and John N., 
aged six months. Kathryn Keelan, the youngest member of the 
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family, is a graduate of Mount Mary College and for a time she 
taught school in Milwaukee. She is now the wife of Rudolph A. 
Schoenecher, who is an attorney in Milwaukee. He received his 
Bachelor of Laws degree from Marquette University as a member of 
the class of 1935. During the second World War he is serving his 
country as a lieutenant, senior grade, in the United States Navy. 
To him and his wife have been born two children: Rudolph Vincerz 
and Carl Franz. 

Mr. Keelan’s wide experience through the years, first in the field, 
then in the various departments at the home office, including the 
claim department, agency department and factory franchise depart- 
ment, ,hhas given him an exceptional working knowledge of all phases 
of the company’s business. Add to this a pleasing personality coupled 
with an adequate appreciation of his co-workers and you have a fine 
pen picture of John A. Keelan. 


Roy J. BLAIR, president ot the Neenah Milk Products Company, 
was born in Watertown, Wisconsin, June 15, 1892, a son of John and 
Elizabeth (Coleman) Blair, the mother a native of the State of New 
York. The father, who was born in Canada, came to Wisconsin 
during pioneer times and the family has since been represented here. 
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. John Blair were two daughters and a 
son—Mamie, Irene and Roy John. 

After finishing the branches of learning taught in the public 
schools of Watertown and completing the high school course there 
Roy J. Blair attended the University of Wisconsin and after finishine 
his education his first work was in connection with the milk business, 
in which he has since continued. The Neenah Milk Products Com- 
pany, of which he is now the chief executive officer, was organized 
June 24, 1927, by a group of local men and was then called the 
George M. Danke Dairy Company. It was capitalized for twenty-five 
thousand dollars and something of the growth and development of 
the business is indicated in the fact that the capital stock has been 
increased to one hundred thousand dollars. The officials of the com- 
pany at the beginning were F. L. Haertl, president, and C. F. Ger- 
hardt, secretary and treasurer. Mr. Blair joined the or’anization in 
May, 1934, and is today the president and treasurer of the company 
with E. P. Galloway as vice president and D. C. West as secretary. 
The last two mentioned live in Fond du Lac and are interested in 
the milk business there. The business at Neenah has been a remark- 
ably successful one, having shown a steady development with the 
passing years. The building which they occupy was erected by the 
company in 1927 and is thoroughly equipped with all necessary 
machinery, while the utmost care is given as to sanitation. Neatness 
and cleanliness characterize every phase of the work and _ their 
products find favor with the public because of their excellent quality 
and equitable price distribution. The company has fifty-six employes, 
and their condensery and creamery products are shipped as far east 
as Boston and Philadelphia and as far south as Texas, while Chi- 
cago and other nearby cities use a considerable portion of their out- 
put. They also manufacture an icecream mix that has a wide sale 
in Wisconsin and Michigan, their mix depot being located in Mil- 
waukee. In the condensery they sell sweet, whole and skim milk in 
carload lots. There are four hundred and sixty farmers who regularly 
supply milk to the plant, to which it is brought by nineteen haulers, 
and between ninety and one hundred thousand dollars is paid to the 
farmers each month, so that the business is an excellent source of 
income to the surrounding area as well as to the stockholders. Mr. 
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Blair’s long experience has brought him wide and accurate knowl- 
edge of the business in principle and detail and his success, which 
is most gratifying, is the direct result of his close application, his 
business enterprise and his reliable methods. 

Mr. Blair belongs to the Rotary Club and Neenah Club and is a 
member of Margaret and Mary’s Catholic Church. He married Evelyn 
Webb, of Watertown, and they have four children: John, born 
August 15, 1918; Mary, born October 10, 1921; Jean, born July 25, 
1923; and Patricia, born July 4, 1929. 


CHARLES RAY MCCALLUM, president of McCallum Insurance In- 
corporated, with offices at 225 East Michigan Street, Milwaukee, was 
born August 20, 1894, in the city which is still his home, his parents 
being Frederick and Susie (Ray) Madgeburg, but during his child- 
hood his father died, and later his mother became the wife of Mal- 
colm McCallum, a native of Scotland, by whom he was reared and 
whose name he has since borne. His mother, a native of Milwaukee, 
was a daughter of Charles Ray, who was born in Saugerties, New 
York, January 27, 1835, his parents being Adam E. and Eliza 
(Breasted) Ray, who in 18388 had removed with their family to the 
Territory of Wisconsin, settling on land in the western section of 
Milwaukee County, where Adam Ray engaged in farming until his 
death in 1867, after taking active and helpful part in the development 
of the state. He was a member of the Territorial Council of 1839, 
and was one of the directors of the old Milwaukee and Mississippi 
Railway Company, now a part of the Milwaukee Road system. In 
1845 he moved to Walworth County and later to Waukesha County. 
His son, Mr. McCallum’s grandfather, spent two years at Milton 
College, Wisconsin, after which he became an employe in the Farm- 
ers and Millers Bank at Milwaukee, but a year later, in 1857, he 
resigned to accept a position with the Milwaukee and Mississippi 
Railway Company, acting as the cashier in the railway office at Prai- 
rie du Chien. Returning to Milwaukee in 1866, he engaged in the 
grain commission business. He was later principal owner of the 
Milwaukee Sentinel, acting as president of the company for seven- 
teen years, and in 1890 he became vice president of the National 
Exchange Bank, and in 1892 was elected to the presidency. The 
same year he became treasurer of the Northwestern Mutual Life In- 
surance Company, and later a trustee of the same company, which 
office he held until his death in 1926. He was also vice president and 
director of the Milwaukee Coke and Gas Company. The home which 
he built at 1410 North Prospect Avenue is now the headquarters 
of the Fourth and Fifth District Wisconsin State Nurses Association, 
to which organization he gave the residence after Mrs. Ray’s death 
in 1922. 

C. R. MeCallum attended the public schools of Milwaukee and 
then entered Cornell University as a member of the class of 1918. 
He did not finish his college course, for in 1917 he enlisted for 
service in the first World War and went into training at Fort Sher- 
idan, Illinois, but was later discharged because of defective vision. 
He then moved east, and was for five years connected with the Sub- 
marine Boat Corporation at Newark, New Jersey, the next four 
years being spent in Chicago with the Federal Securities Corpora- 
tion. 

In 1927 Mr. McCallum returned to Milwaukee and became man- 
ager of the bond department of the National Exchange Bank, while 
since 1931 he has engaged in the general insurance business, as well 
as becoming president of the Syncromatic Corporation, manufactur- 
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fers of warm air heating equipment. In 19386 Mr. McCallum served 
'as general chairman of the Milwaukee County community fund, after 
| being closely connected with the fund for several years. He is a 
f trustee of the village of Whitefish Bay, where he resides at 1924 
' East Cumberland Boulevard. His college fraternity is Phi Gamma 
| Delta, and he is a past president of the Cornell Club of Milwaukee. 
| He is a member of the University Club of Milwaukee, of which he 
| has been a director, and is also a director of Columbia Hospital. 


in 1919 (Mer. McCallum married Miss Esther Locke Worden, a 


f native of Milwaukee and a daughter of EKuclid P. and Edith (Locke) 

Worden. Mrs. McCallum is a graduate of Wellesley College; she is 
| secretary of the board of directors of the Milwaukee County com- 
' munity fund, and national committee member of camp and hospital 
» council service, American Red Cross. The two children of this mar- 


rlage are Charles Ray Jr., born in 1922, and Worden Locke, born 
in 1926, both in the armed forces of the United States. 


St. JOHN’S SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF, a Catholic institution, is lo- 
cated at 3680 South Kinnickinnic Avenue in St. Francis, Milwaukee 
County. The Catholic church has always been the champion and 
friend of the unfortunate and has made provision for many who 
through misfortune have become objects of charity. For many year's 
it was the common belief that the deaf could not be educated, as 
their handicap was such that it could not be overcome. The church 
early became interested in this problem and undertook to provide 
some means that would bring education within the reach of the 
deaf mute. As a result there came into existence the St. John’s 
School for the Deaf at St. Francis, Wisconsin. It was in 1876, less 
than thirty years after the admission of Wisconsin into the Union, 
that Rev. Theodore Bruenner organized the school and was its first 
director. Both boys and girls were admitted to attendance and this 
policy has always been maintained. In 1944 Father Eugene J. 
Gehl was in charge as president and director. There are seventy- 
three students under the care of the Sisters of St. Francis of 
Assisi in the classrooms and two lay instructors in the manual train- 
ing and domestic science departments. 

Rev. John Friedl served as the school’s second director and was 
followed by Father Charles Fessler. Then the Rev. M. M. Gerend 
was appointed to the faculty and for fifty years served the school 
in a most efficient and beneficial manner. He was born in Sheboy- 
gan, Wisconsin, in 1858 and was ordained to the priesthood at St. 
Francis Seminary in 1881. There he remained for some years as 


an instructor. He also served as president and procurator of the 


Catholic Normal School, Pio Nona College and was president of 


St. John’s School for the Deaf. In 1895, feeling that the tri-fold 


duty was too much for him, he resigned as rector of the Normal 
School and Pio Nona College to concentrate his efforts on the work 


' of the deaf mutes. He published a number of books for the deaf 


and was editor of The Deaf Mutes Friend Family Library, a quar- 
terly magazine. 

Following the death of Father Gerend in April, 1939, the work 
was taken over by Rev. Eugene J. Gehl, who has since remained 
as director, although his association with the institution covers 
thirty-five years. Born in Racine, Wisconsin, he obtained his ele- 
mentary education in Kenosha, after which he entered St. Francis 
Seminary, where he was or dained on June 20, 1909. Since that time 
he has been connected with St. John’s School for the Deaf in vari- 
ous capacities. 
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The object of the school is to give the deaf and the hard of 
hearing a substantial religious training and practical education in 
order to make them good Christians and self-sustaining, useful 
members of society. 

The methods of instruction in vogue at the school are those 
practiced in all first class schools. The success of the curriculum 
is due to the fact that the best efforts are adapted to the individual 
child. St. John’s is an oral school where speech and lip-reading 
are taught. No signs are allowed in the regular class rooms. 

A department for the hard of hearing is given great attention. 
Personal and group hearing aids are used in the instruction. Chil- 
dren living in or near Milwaukee are allowed to spend the week-end 
at home, should the parents desire it. The residential pupils have 
the regular holidays for vacation periods at home. i 

The school is located in the village of St. Francis, just south of 
St. Francis Minor Seminary, and the three story building now 
owned and occupied is thoroughly modern in every way. The chapel 
is small but beautifully finished and comfortably furnished. The 
grounds have been greatly improved and made most attractive. 
Under well directed and intelligent guidance the pupils have de- 
veloped to such a degree that their handicap has been reduced to 
a minimuin. The school is doing a splendid work in bringing an un- 
fortunate class to a position where they can enjoy many of the 
privileges and benefits of a normal existence such as is the common 
opportunity of the American citizen. 


WALTER A. KLEIN, whose life has been largely devoted to public 
affairs and who is now acceptably filing the office of city clerk of 
Milwaukee, was born here on the 24th of December, 1897, a son of 
Philip and Mary (Walthers) Klein. The mother was born in Theresa, 
Dodge County, Wisconsin. They had a family of six children, all of 
whom are still residents of this state, but the parents are now deceased. 

At the usual age Walter A. Klein began his education in the public 
schools of Milwaukee, passing through consecutive grades until he 
became a pupil in the Washington high school, while later he continued 
his studies through the University extension high school. In the 
meantime he had entered the field of business as an employe of the 
Fuller Stone Company, and his faithfulness and capability were mani- 
fest in the fact that he remained with that corporation for twenty- 
four years. 

Mr. Klein afterward entered the service of the Federal Govern- 
ment in connection with the resettlement administration, in which 
connection he did important work, having charge of the construction 
of the Green Hill subdivision from 1936 until 1989. On the 6th of 
February of the latter year he was appointed deputy city clerk, acting 
in that capacity until elected city clerk in April, 1944, for the suc- 
ceeding four years’ period. He brought to the higher position broad 
experience and knowledge that he had gained while serving as deputy, 
during which time he had become thoroughly familiar with the 
work and requirements of the office and as city clerk he is making an 
enviable record that is fast gaining him the endorsement of the 
general public. He is systematic and accurate in all that he does 
and his work is proving satisfactory to all who are familiar with the 
management of municipal affairs. 

Mr. Klein married Miss Alice Buelow, a native of Milwaukee, and 
they are now the parents of three children, as follows: Vergena, who 
is now Mrs. John Roche, of Milwaukee, and the mother of four chil- 
dren, Kathleen, Tom, Sherron and Martha Roche; Walter James, who 
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is a graduate of the Rufus King high school of the class of 1942 and 
then entered the University of Detroit, where he had studied for 
just six months when he joined the army, being now a member of 
‘the Engineers Corps, after receiving his basic training at Camp Polk 
in Louisiana; and Alice Martha Mary, nine years of age. 

_ Mr. Klein is well known in the fraternal circles of Milwaukee, 
‘having membership in James M. Hayes Lodge No. 831, F. & A. M., 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order 
‘of Eagles, being most loyal to the purposes and teachings of these 
orders. He has been a lifelong resident of Milwaukee, and that he 
‘deserves and receives the respect of his fellowmen is shown in the 
‘fact that his stanchest friends number many who have known him 
| since his boyhood days. 


RIVERSIDE PAPER CORPORATION, the operations of which form 
‘direct connection with the paper markets of the country from New 
‘York to San Francisco and from Wisconsin south to Atlanta, Geor- 
‘gia, came into being on the 18th of January, 1893—more than a half 
‘century ago, under the name of the Riverside Fibre Company, and 
‘constituted the nucleus of what is today one of the largest and most 
important of Appleton’s productive industries. It was originally 
‘capitalized for seventy-five thousand dollars, which sum has_ been 
‘increased from time to time to meet the demands of a constantly ex- 
-panding trade. The years have chronicled its growth until today 
‘its equipment is valued at one million, six hundred thousand dollars, 
‘including its land, buildings and machinery. From time to time 
additions have been made to the buildings and other units con- 
structed, and as late as 1940 a new fourth story was added to the 
‘finishing room to be used for paper inventory storage. 

The equipment of the plant is thoroughly modern, the latest 
‘improved machinery in their line of manufacture having been in- 
stalled for the manufacture of bleached sulphite paper, made from 
virgin pulp. Its output includes ledger, bond, mimeograph, post- 
card, index bristol, drawing and duplicating paper and various school 
papers, both plain and ruled. The basie materials for the manufac- 
tured products are at all times worth about two hundred thousand 
dollars and its finished paper inventory is worth in excess of one 
hundred thousand. Something of the volume of the trade is indi- 
cated in the fact that the corporation pays an annual tax bill of ap- 
proximately sixty thousand dollars and its annual freight charges, 
mostly paid to the railroads, amount to about three hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

The corporation has today two hundred employes, one hun- 
dred and seventy-five men and twenty-five women, at an annual 
wage amounting to three hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, 
and in this Appleton directly benefits, for practically all employes 
reside in Appleton or the immediate area. The company utilizes 
sixteen thousand tons of coal annually, which is brought on barges 
to the plant from Green Bay. Pulp consumption requires also six- 
teen thousand tons each year and the output reaches eighteen thou- 
sand tons of paper annually, most of which is shipped by rail to 
various sections of the country where trade connections have been 
established, the business now covering a coast to coast territory. 

All this has been developed since the industry was started as a 
sulphite mill that gave employment to fifty workmen, while the 
original stockholders of the company were Lamar Olmstead, Thomas 
Pearson, W. B. Murphy, Henry D. Smith and J. A. Kimberly Jr. At 
the end of its first decade the Riverside Fibre Company branched 
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out into paper manufacturing, erecting its first paper mill, which 
cnabled them to give employment to one hundred and ten. About 
the same time the first sulphite mill was destroyed by fire but was 
at once rebuilt in a manner allowing greater production, so that the 
number of employes was increased to one hundred and thirty-five. 
When the paper mill was built the name of Riverside Fibre & Paper 
Company was adopted and in 1930 this was changed to the River- 
side Paper Corporation. In 1924 the old paper mill was abandoned 
and the present paper manufacturing plant was erected east of the 
original sulphite mill, the equipment then including a cylinder ma- 
chine for making bristols and tagboard and a fourdrinier for the 
manufacture of bond, ledger and similar grades of paper. Later 
the company established a converting department for the manufac- 
ture of school paper. Subsequently the cylinder machine was con- 
verted into another fourdrinier. Thus changes have not only been 
made in the plant but also in the output, for at the beginning the 
company made wrapping paper, wallpaper and to some extent news- 
print. This was continued from 1903 until 1908, when they began 
manufacturing bond papers from bleached pulp and a few years later 
the scope of the business was broadened to include ledger paper 
manufacturing. With the introduction of duplicating machines for 
office work the Riverside Paper Corporation became one of the first 
to manufacture mimeograph stock, and as further demands in the 
paper trade developed the company has extended its line and is now 
meeting all modern day requirements. It buys its pulp entirely in 
the United States. The officials of the company are C. B. Clark, 
president; E. J. Dempsey, vice president; E. C. Hilfert, secretary- 
treasurer and general manager; and E. F. Davis, general superin- 
tendent. These men today control one of the largest industries con- 
tributing to the economic development of Appleton. 


CHARLES B. CLARK is not only a prominent and representative 
figure in the business circles of the Fox River Valley as the presi- 
dent of the Riverside Paper Company, but also through connection 
with other important business interests he has contributed largely 
to the material development of the city of Neenah, and at the same 
time he has found opportunity for active and helpful participation 
in civic and public affairs that have contributed to the stability and 
upbuilding of the city. Mr. Clark is a native of Neenah, born Sep- 
tember 5, 1882. His parents were Charles Benjamin and Caroline 
(Hubbard) Clark and his grandparents in the paternal line were 
Luther A. and Theda (Tamblin) Clark. The death of Luther Clark 
occurred in 1853, ‘after which his widow brought her young son 
Charles to Wisconsin, establishing their home in Neenah, where she 
died February 16, 1871. 

Charles Benjamin Clark was born in Theresa, Jefferson County, 
New York, August 24, 1844, and was therefore a young lad when he 
accompanied his mother to Neenah, which remained his place of 
residence until his jife’s labors were ended. He began working in 
the furniture factory of Robert Hold when sixteen years of age and 
from that time forward forged steadily ahead in business circles. 
With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 he responded to the call 
for troops to defend the Union, becoming a member of Company I, 
Second Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and although 
he enlisted as a private he won a commission as a lieutenant before 
the close of hostilities, although he was not yet twenty years of age 
when the war was brought to a close. Following his return to 
Neenah he formed a partnership with A. W. Patten and H. P. 
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Leavens, thus becoming a member of the firm of Leavens, Clark & 
Company, with which he remained until 1870, when he withdrew 
from that connection and became a partner of J. A. Kimberly, F. C. 
Shattuck and H. Babcock. in the establishment of the paper mill, 
this being the initial step in the development of the well-known Kim- 
berly-Clark Corporation, Mr. Clark taking over the supervision of 
construction and the management of the mill, and thus laying broad 
and deep the foundation upon which the present success of the com- 
pany has been built. 

Charles Benjamin Clark died in September, 1891, while his 
wife, Caroline (Hubbard) Clark, survived him until 1922. They 
had a family of two daughters and a son, of whom Theda was edu- 
cated’ in the East and became an active factor in the social and civic 
affairs of the community in which she lived. She married W. C. 
Peters, of Goshen, Indiana, but died soon afterward. The Theda 
Clark Memorial Hospital of Neenah was erected in her honor, in 
recognition of her valuable contribution to those activities which 
contribute to the social, intellectual and moral progress of a com- 
munity. The second daughter of the family is Caroline, now Mrs. 
T. B. Hubbard, of Montgomery, Alabama. 

The only son, Charles B. Clark, whose name heads this record, 
pursued his early education in the public schools of Neenah and then 
entered Yale University, from which he was graduated as a member 
of the class of 1904. Returning home, he became associated with 
the Kimberly-Clark Corporation, starting in a humble capacity and 
acquainting himself with the various phases of the business as he 
worked his way upward through the mills and the office. He had 
gained valuable business experience when, after three years, he 
joined D. L. Kimberly, W. C. Wing and E. D. Beals in the organiza- 
tion of the Hardwood Products Company, which built a large factory 
in Neenah and entered upon a period of rapid and substantial de- 
velopment. In 1920 he became actively interested in the Riverside 
Fibre & Paper Company, following the death of his father-in-law, 
James C. Kerwin, who for a considerable period had been the presi- 
dent of the company. Mr. Clark has since largely concentrated his 
efforts upon this business and as its directing head shows keen in- 
sight into the needs and the opportunities of the enterprise, the 
story of its development and control being given on another page 
of this work. He is also interested in other business concerns of 
the city and is serving as a member of the directorate of the First 
National Bank of Neenah, and as a director and vice president of the 
First National Bank of Appleton. He is president of the Nicolet 
Paper Corporation of DePere, Wisconsin, and a director of the Kim- 
berly-Clark Corporation. 

Mr. Clark married Miss Jessie Kerwin, of Neenah, a daughter 
of James C. and Helen E. (Lawson) Kerwin. Her father was prom- 
inently connected with professional and manufacturing interests in 
this section of the state. He was born in Menasha, Wisconsin, May 
4, 1850, and became a law student in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he was graduated with the LL.B. degree in 1875 and the same 
year was admitted to practice in the Wisconsin courts. Tor twelve 
years he filled the office of city attorney of Neenah and later was 
an associate justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court for fifteen 
years. He was also one of the organizers of the Riverside Fibre & 
Paper Company, serving as its president until his demise. Mr. and 
Mrs. Clark have one daughter, Joan Elizabeth, who is a graduate of 
Rosemary school, Greenwich, Connecticut. She married John Cat- 
lin, of Appleton. He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, 
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and is now a chemical engineer with Kimberly-Clark. Their four 
children are Timothy C., Charles B., Marcia and James Kerwin. 
Mrs. Clark is executive head of the Neenah chapter of the Red Cross, 
in which she was active during the first World War and is again 
very active in that work in this war. 

In matters of progressive citizenship Mr. Clark has ever measured 
up to the highest standards. He rendered signal service to his city 
during one term’s service as alderman and during eight years as 
mayor of Neenah, during which time he closely studied municipal 
needs and opportunities, always exercising his official prerogatives 
along constructive lines. His service as a member of the school board 
also proved him an earnest champion .of public education, and his 
influence has also been felt in the Neenah Club, of which he was one 
of the organizers and the first president. He likewise has member- 
ship in the University Club of Milwaukee, the University Club of 
New York and the University Club of Chicago, is a past president 
of the Yale Alumni Association of Wisconsin and a past president 
of the Wisconsin League of Municipalities; he is an elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Neenah. Mr. Clark enjoys an extremely high 
reputation in business circles and is popular in all the walks of life 
where his interests have centered—and those interest have ever proven 
beneficial to city, county and state. 


NoRMAN LOUIS BAKER is well known in professional circles in 
Milwaukee, where he is now assistant counsel for the Northwestern 
Mutual Life Insurance Company. Born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, Oc- 
tober 29, 1871, he is a son of Myron M. and Rachel (Burgess) Baker, 
both now deceased. The father was born in the State of New York 
and was a small boy when the grandfather Baker brought his fam- 
ily to Wisconsin, arriving here about 1840, after which he took up 
land. This he converted into a productive farm, being one of the 
pioneer settlers of Kenosha County. His son, Myron M. Baker, also 
followed agricultural pursuits for a time and then took up the study 
of law, while subsequently he engaged in active law practice for a 
number of years. He married Rachel Burgess, whose father, Daniel 
Burgess, also secured a claim of Government land in Kenosha County, 
near Salem, and devoted his attention to tilling the soil. 

Norman L. Baker was reared in his native city and was graduated 
from the Kenosha high school with the class of 1889. He afterward 
studied law under the direction of his father and began practice by 
trying cases in the justice courts. In 1894 he took the examination 
which would determine his eligibility to become a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, and it was found that he was so advanced 
in his knowledge of law that he was assigned to the senior class 
and was granted the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1895. He then suc- 
cessfully practiced in Kenosha for nine years or until 1904, when 
he sought a broader field of labor and came to Milwaukee in 1905, 
here entering upon general practice. Step by step he has ‘advanced 
in his chosen calling. He was appointed assistant district attorney 
of Milwaukee County under District Attorney McGovern, who was 
afterward governor of the state, and served in that capacity from 
1905 until 1910, during which time he practically had charge of all 
civil law work for the county. From 1910 until 1925 he engaged in 
the private practice of law and fully demonstrated his ability to ca- 
pably handle many intricate law problems. In the latter year he 
was appointed assistant counsel of the Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company and has continued in this important and re- 
sponsible position for eighteen years—a record that stands in incon- 
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trovertible evidence of his efficient methods and loyalty to the inter- 
ests he represents. He has always strictly observed the highest eth- 
ical standards of the profession and his course is one which reflects 
credit and honor upon his chosen calling. At all times he has been 
accorded and fully merits the high esteem of his fellow members of 
the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association and the American Bar Association, and his life has 
always been guided by the teachings of the Kpiscopal church, in 
which he has membership. 

In 1905, the year of his removal to Milwaukee, Mr. Baker mar- 
ried Miss Mary Kummel, a native of this city and a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius M. F. Kummel. Her father was born in Ger- 
many and was one of the large band of immigrants that came from 
that country to the United States in 1848 and at once made their 
way to Wisconsin, he becoming an accountant in Milwaukee. Mr. 
and Mrs. Baker now have four sons, two daughters and six grand- 
children, and each one of the children is engaged in interesting 
activities. The eldest, Norman J. Baker, is a lieutenant colonel in 
the judge advocate general’s oflice of the Thirty-second Division, 
U.S.A., and is now on duty in Australia. He had previously won the 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws degrees at the University of 
Wisconsin. He married Sarah Ferris, usually called Sally, by whom 
he has two children, Joan and Norman Louis Baker II. 

Dr. Henry K. Baker, the second son of the family, is a graduate 
of the medical schoo! of Northwestern University. He had previously 
attended the University of Wisconsin and after completing his med- 
ical course he was invited to join the staff of the Ford Hospital, with 
which he was connected until he enlisted for service in the second 
World War. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Med- 
ical Corps and was on duty in yarious camps until he was selected 
to take further training and likewise to train troops in the Mountain 
Army Camp in Colorado, where the boys are prepared for Alaskan 
service, receiving instruction in skiing, snow shoe travel and para- 
chuting. Doctor Baker had been an expert skiier and was accord- 
ingly chosen for that branch of the service, for a physician of the 
Mountain troops must be trained in all such branches in order to 
go on duty with the men of the command. He married and has one 
son, Richard Henry Baker. 

Everett Burgess Baker, the third son, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, is connected with the movie industry in California. 
While attending the University he studied the arts and in his leisure 
time constructed puppets for his own and his friends’ amusement. 
He then went to southern California, where his erstwhile hobby has 
developed into an important job. He fashions the exact models of 
ships, battleships and all sorts of the small models to be used in 
taking moving pictures, the government even allowing him to study 
the blueprints of battleships, in which connection he followed a 
fleet for many weeks to get the exact small model for a picture soon 
to be shown. He married and has two children, Everett Burgess 
Jr. and Mugene. 

John Barnard Baker, fourth son of the family, is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin and completed his law course at the 
University of Michigan, where he gained his LL.B. degree. He then 
practiced in Milwaukee for a short time, after which he was ap- 
pointed to the legal staff of the Shell Oil Company, while later he 
was asked to join the legal department of the Allis-Chalmers Com- 
pany. He volunteered for service in the present war and is now at 
Camp Lee, Virginia. He married Caroline Hoar, of Massachusetts, 
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a4 rember of the noted Hoar family of that state to which Senator 
Hoar belonged, and they have one son, John Sherman Baker. 

Ann Baker, the elder daughter, is a graduate of Sweet Briar 
School in Virginia. She became an “exchange student’? while at- 
tending the University of Wisconsin and studied at St. Andrews, Scot- 
land. She majored in science and served for a time as technician in 
the Ford Hospital before her connection with the research labora- 
tories of the University of Wisconsin. She married Howard Gerhart, 
of Milwaukee. 

Mary Rachel Baker, who completes the family, attended Pomona 
College of California for two years and studied occupational therapy 
at Downer College. She afterward practiced in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
in Milwaukee and was then chosen by the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
* Minnesota, to serve that institution, with which she is now connected. 


NATHAN W. HELLER is an attorney of Milwaukee, his native 
city. He was born May 7, 1907, a son of Morris and Bessie (Willis) 
Heller, who are still residents of Milwaukee. The father was born 
in Rumania, and after spending the greater part of his youth in 
that country came to the United States in 1897, when about nineteen 
years of age. In this state he married Bessie Willis, who was born 
in Russia and arrived in Milwaukee in her early girlhood. Morris 
Heller is now engaged in the real estate and mortgage loan busi- 
ness. A daughter, Rena, is also living in Milwaukee. 

Nathan W. Heller obtained his early education in the public 
schools of West Allis, where he passed through consecutive grades 
to his graduation from the high school as a member of the class of 
1925. He next attended Marquette University and later he enrolled 
as a law student in the University of Wisconsin, completing his 
course there in 1933, when the Bachelor of Laws degree was con- 
ferred on him. The very next. day he began practicing in Milwaukee. 
While still in the University he had been an assistant in the law 
office of §. D. Sterns in West Allis and had thus gained practical 
experience in professional methods and procedure. He has always 
practiced independently of partnership relations and has enjoyed 
a constantly increasing patronage, as he has demonstrated his abil- 
ity to successfully handle intricate and involved legal problems. He 
served as assistant district attorney from 1937 through 1943 under 
judges Steffes and Kerwin, the former having been one of his 
classmates in high school. During his seven years on the -district 
attorney’s staff he largely handled illegitimacy matters. He was a 
member of the children’s code committee, which work he handled 
most efficiently and was chairman of the section on illegitimacy, in 
which connection he was instrumental in rewriting the section re- 
lating to the illegitimate child. He is interested in bringing about 
legislation to standardize birth certificates and he expects to keep 
on introducing legislation before the General Assembly until the 
real objective is accomplished. He has been a close and discrim- 
inating student of social problems and thinks along the most pro- 
gressive and helpful lines. 

Mr. Heller married Dorothy Marks, a native of Des Moines, 
Iowa, and a daughter of Harry and Rebecca Marks, both of whom 
are now deceased. Her father was president of the Marks Manu- 
facturing Company of Des Moines, in which city Mrs. Heller was 
reared and educated, there attending Drake University while later 
she studied for a time in the University of Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. 
Heller have one son, Barry, who is now attending the Steuben high 
school. 
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Mr. Heller is a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, i 
the work of which he takes a very active part, now serving as chair- 
man of its committee on social welfare, and he has long been active 
in welfare work in other connections. He has membership in Golden 
Link Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and in Har- 


i mony Lodge, F. & A. M., and his Greek letter fraternities are Alpha 


Epsilon Phi, of which he is a past master, and Theta Rho. He is 
likewise connected with Delta Sigma Rho of both Marquette Uni- 
versity and the University of Wisconsin, and is an honorary mem- 
ber of the Forensic Club. He is very active in church work as a 
member of Beth Israel Temple and served as chairman of its junior 
congregation from 1937 until 1941. He is also an active and loyal 
member of B’nai B’rith and served as the first president of the Aleph 
Zadek Aleph of the Junior B’nai B’rith and was a member of the 
supreme advisory council of the latter in 1928. He is actuated by a 
most progressive spirit, doing all he can to further professional, 
civic and moral advancement, and his efforts have been productive 
of various valuable results. In his profession too he is advancing 
step by step, and what he has achieved has gained him recognition 
as one of the able members of the Milwaukee bar. 


St. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH of Appleton had its beginning 
about 1866 or 1867 when the German speaking people of St. Mary’s 
parish sent a petition to Bishop Henni of Milwaukee asking per- 
mission to found their own parish where they could pray in their 
native tongue. Canonical fois ization was readily granted on March 
19, 1867 

The new parish beeed to hold its religous services in St. 
Mary’s Church, although having an entirely separate existence. In 
March, 1868, they decided to buy property and build their own house 
of worship. Lots on Lawrence Street were purchased from John 
D. Pierce and to that site they removed the old Third ward school 
building which had been remodeled so it would serve for church 
purposes. The first mass was celebrated by Father Francis Uhle- 
mayr of Menasha on October 18, 1868. Most Rev. Joseph Melcher, 
who had recently been appointed ordinary to the newly created 
See of Green pays conducted the dedicatory services on December 
13, 1868. 

Father Joseph uss hauai was appointed the first resident pastor 
of St. Joseph’s on February 26, 1869. Under his direction a new 
rectory was built and that fall school was opened in the lower level 
of the church, which had been built to extend out over a ravine. 
Mr. Hiserle was engaged as teacher, although Father Nussbaum 
largely performed the duties of that position. 

In February of 1870 Rev. Ferdinand Stern began his ministry 
in Appleton as the second pastor of St. Joseph’s. At once he engaged 
two Sisters of St. Agnes to conduct the school so that instruction 
could be given in both English and German. In the fall of 1873 the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame assumed charge of the school and 
remain the teachers there even to this day. The parish steadily 
developed and in 1871 plans were laid for a new church, the corner- 
stone being laid by Bishop Melcher in May 1872. The church was 
completed and dedicated the following November. The old building 
was converted into a school and convent for the Sisters. Two years 
later, when Most Rev. Francis X. Krautbauer succeeded Bishop 
Melcher in the Green Bay See, he asked the Franciscan Capuchin 
Fathers to take charge of St. Joseph’s. Thus it was that Father 
Didacus Wendl arrived in April, 1877, and a few months later was 
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joined by Revs. Vincent Heinekamp and Mauritius Hens. By this 

time the school attendance had reached 150 but the parish did not 

feel it could afford to build a new school at that time so two store- 

ste were rented on the north side of College Avenue near State 
treet. 

In 1879 Father Bonaventure Frey, O.F.M.Cap., was assigned to 
the parish and was instrumental in building the school, which was 
dedicated in November of 1880. Class work was not begun in this 
building until January of 1881, when 200 pupils registered. In 
addition to the Sisters of Notre Dame, Mr. Engelbert Schueller 
was engaged to teach the upper class of boys. Mr. Schueller was to 
remain as a teacher, organist and choir director for a quarter of a 
century. 

Father Francis Haas, O.F.M.Cap., who succeeded as pastor, re- 
duced the church debt by nine thousand dollars and greatly pro- 
moted the spiritual welfare of the parish. He organized the Third 
Order of St. Francis, the Young Ladies Sodality, the Catholic Knights 
‘of Wisconsin, the Knights of Columbus and the Central Verein. In 
1889 the church was rebuilt in order to accommodate the increased 
membership and a few months later work was started on the Friary 
for the Capuchin Fathers. 

The silver jubilee celebration, commemorating twenty-five years 
of service by the Capuchin Fathers, took place in April, 1902. At 
that time a large statue of St. Joseph was erected on the parish 
grounds. An additional new brick school was built in 1907 and the 
church was redecorated in 1913. In 1932 the entire church, school, 
rectory and convent were stained in natural color and waterproofed, 
thus giving uniformity and beauty to the structures. A_ public 
address system was also installed. In January, 1943, the Dohr Hotel 
was purchased, as well as the intervening strip of land, and this is 
being used as an annex to the school for religious instruction of 
children attending the public schools and for those receiving instruc- 
tion in music. 

Social interests for the young people have not been neglected. 
In 1940 fifteen acres in Center Swamp was purchased for the Cub 
Pack of Boy Scouts that they might begin building a camp for them- 
selves and in 1938 extensive changes were made in the upper hall 
to accommodate basketball and other sports. Here too are held 
the weekly dances for high school students with music furnished 
by the orthophonic phonograph. More than five hundred young 
men from St. Joseph’s are now in military service and numerous 
representatives in the women’s branches. To all of these a monthly 
newsletter is sent. At the present time St. Joseph’s congregation 
numbers 900 families, while 725 children are enrolled in the parish 
school. 

Father Cyprian Abler, O.F.M. Cap., is now Pastor of St. Joseph’s. 
He was born near Mount Calvary, Wisconsin, August 27, 1885, 
and after attending the parochial school there was a student in St. 
Lawrence College from 1903 to 1907. He spent his novitiate in St. 
Bonaventure Friary in Detroit, Michigan, and took his vows in 1908. 
Then he pursued the study of philosophy and theology in St. Francis 
Friary of Milwaukee, being ordained to the priesthood at Mount 
Calvary, June 7, 1914. After spending eleven years in the Detroit 
Friary and an equal period in Yonkers, New York, he came to 
Appleton, where he has since remained. In Detroit he was director 
and commissary of the Third Order and also a preacher of popular 
missions. He instituted noon-day Lenten services in St. Aloysius 
Church in the downtown section of Detroit. In 1925 he was ap-. 
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pointed guardian of Sacred Heart Friary and pastor of the church 
in Yonkers, New York, and while there he enlarged the Sisters’ 
convent and the Sacred Heart high school, having the latter ac- 
credited to the University of New York. He organized the alumni 
association and the Capuchin Mothers Guild as well as the fife, 
drum and bugle corps. He was transferred as guardian to St. 
Joseph’s Friary in 1986 and made pastor of the parish. He had 
been definitor since 1927. He is assisted at Appleton by Fathers 
John O’Donovan, Alfred Donnelly, Paul Toschik, Emery Nemeth 
and Oliver O’Connor. 

Dr. FRANCIS ANDREW MALONE has long engaged in the practice 
of medicine and surgery in Waterford, where he was born March 6, 
1878, a son of John and Mary (Monahan) Malone. His mother was 
born at St. Sylvester in the province of Quebec, Canada, while his 
father was a native of Dublin, Ireland. He was early left an orphan 
and he and his brother came to America in young manhood, John 
Malone being then about twenty years of age. They located in 
Rochester, Wisconsin, being among the pioneer settlers of Racine 
County. John Malone had learned the tailor’s trade in Dublin. After 
living for a time in Rochester he moved to Waterford, where his re- 
maining days were passed, his death occurring in 1882 when his son, 
Francis A., was only four years of age. He left his wife and ten 
children. 

The brothers and sisters of Doctor Malone were as follows: 
Dr. James Malone, the eldest, was the first superintendent of the 
Racine County Insane Asylum and for years he practiced medicine 
in West Allis, Wisconsin, where he died in 1928. Mary Ann engaged 
in teaching school until her death in 1902. Julia, who was also a 
teacher and was for years connected with the Milwaukee schools, 
passed away in 1928. Jennie married Dr. Edward English and 
died November 6, 1944. Her husband practiced for many years, 
his death occurring in May, 1943. Elizabeth died in October, 1936. 
William, who engaged in teaching, died in 1898, at the comparatively 
early age of twenty-one years. John, an attorney, practiced law in 
Baraboo, Wisconsin, for many years, and was the legal representa- 
tive of Ringling Brothers and served as district attorney. He died 
in October, 1936. Edward, who published the Waterford Post when 
only sixteen years of age, afterward was a merchant here as well as 
one of the promoters of the electric line built through Waterford. 
He died in 1917. Rose is the deceased wife of Dr. William F. Wegge, 
of Waterford. The mother of this family passed away in 19387. 

Dr. Francis A. Malone, the youngest of the family, acquired his 
preliminary education in the schools of his native city, after which 
he studied in the Rochester (Wis.) Academy, where he was eradu- 
ated in 1900, when that institution was affiliated with Beloit College. 
In 1900 he enrolled as a student in the Milwaukee Medical College, 
remaining there for two years, and then spent a like period in the 
medical school of Northwestern University, where he was graduated 
in 1904. 

Locating in Milwaukee, Doctor Malone there engaged in prac- 
tice for about three years before returning to Waterford, where he 
has since continued. Doctor Malone joined Dr. William Prouty and 
Dr. William Fulton of Burlington, Wisconsin, in establishing a small 
hospital at Burlington where emergency operations, etc., were done 
before the Burlington Memorial Hospital was erected. He was soon 
well established in practice and has done much obstetrical work, 
bringing about six thousand babies into the world. He has long 
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been regarded as one of the most capable, prominent and successful 
physicians of the county and for the past thirty-seven years has 
served as health officer for surrounding townships. He has served 
as president of the Burlington (Wis.) Memorial Hospital staff and 
is still a member of the staff. He belongs to the Racine County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the Amer- 
ican Medical Association and he served on the medical examining 
board of Racine county during the first World War. He has done a 
great amount of charitable practice, responding at all times to the 
eall of suffering even when he has known that there would be no 
pecuniary return for his services. His kindly spirit has been the 
basis of the countless friendships which he enjoys and which were 
_ manifest on the occasion of his recent birthday anniversary, when 
he received three hundred fifty-one cards and letters, as well as 
many gifts. 

On June 16, 1915, Doctor Malone married Marie Scholl, who 
met death in an automobile accident in 1918, as did their eldest 
child, William, who was born in 1916. There are two daughters of 
the Doctor’s first marriage, Mary and Patricia. The former, born 
in 1917, is the wife of Richard Kailling of Milwaukee, where he is 
engaged in the electrical business, and they have two children, Mi- 
chael and Patrick. Patricia, born in 1918, is now connected with 
the personnel department of the Kearney-Trecker Company of Mil- 
waukee. On August 17, 1925, Doctor Malone married Gertrude De 
Kelver, a daughter of Frank and Mary (Vincent) De Kelver, both 
of whom were born in Troy, Holland, and came to the United States 
in their childhood days. Her father first lived at Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin, and afterward followed farming near Green Bay and in 
Marinette County for about twenty-five years, after which he re- 
tired from agricultural pursuits and removed to Chippewa Falls, 
where he spent his remaining days. He was a Union soldier of the 
Civil War and died October 20, 1930, while his wife survived until 
August, 1938. 

Doctor and Mrs. Malone have two children: Francis William, 
who was born August 3, 1926, and was graduated from the Water- 
ford high school in June, 1944; and Julianne, born October 25, 1929. 
The Doctor was the first president of the Lions Club, which is now 
the Civic Club, and he has always cooperated heartily in all plans 
and measures for the improvement and upbuilding of the city in 
which he lives. He belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Order of For- 
esters, and has membership in the Catholic Church. He was largely 
instrumental in building the new parochial school and furnished one 
of the classrooms as 2 Malone memorial. Steadfast purpose and a 
benevolent spirit have characterized his entire record and his has 
been a life of great usefulness. Doctor Malone has been much loved 
by the little folks. Before making his daily calls he would pile the 
ear full of children and pay them all off with ice cream or pop before 
he made his calls. Malone Gardens will always be remembered as 
a playground for the children—he loved them all—and has also been 
the scene of many beautiful gatherings in which Doctor and Mrs. 
Malone played the part of a perfect host and hostess. He was much 
interested in his children’s education, hence he shared in many pets 
and trinkets for their amusement. In the summer of 1925 Doctor 
Malone joined other American doctors on a_ three months’ trip 
through Europe, sailing from Montreal, Canada, and visiting Ire- 
land, Germany, Scotland, Switzerland and Spain. In 1938 they 
vacationed in Miami, Florida, Havana, Cuba, then to South America 
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and into Mexico City to learn more about our nation’s southern 
neighbors. Doctor Malone has said that the poem by Sam Walter 
Foss, “The House by the Side of the Road,” most nearly expresses 
his heartfelt sentiment toward his community: 


There are Hermit souls that live life withdrawn 
In the place of their self-content; 

There are souls like stars, that dwell apart 
In a fellow-less firmament; 

There are Pioneer souls, that blaze their paths 
Where highways never ran, 

But let me live by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 


Let me live in a house by the side of the road, 
Where the race of men go by; 
_The men who are good and the men who are bad, 
As good and as bad as I. 
I would not sit in the scorner’s seat 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban. 
Let me live in a house by the side of the road, 
And be a friend to man. 


I see from my house by the side of the road, 
By the side of the highway of life 
The men who press with the ardor of hope, 
The men who are faint with the strife, 
But I turn not away from their smiles nor their tears, 
- Both parts of an infinite plan. 
Let me live by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man. 


I know there are brook-gladdened meadows ahead, 
And mountains of wearisome height; 

That the road passes on through the long afternoon 
And stretches away to the night; 

And still I rejoice when the travelers rejoice, 
And weep with the strangers that moan. 

Nor live in my house by the side of the road, 
Like a man who dwells alone. 


Let me live in my house by the side of the road, 
Where the race of men go by; 

They are good, they are bad; they are weak, 
They are strong, wise, foolish, so am I. 

Then why should I sit in the scorner seat, 
Or have the cynic’s ban? 

Let me live in my house by the side of the road, 
And be a friend to man. 


Dr. WILLIAM JOHN EGAN is one of Milwaukee’s outstanding 
physicians, not only by reason of what he has achieved in internal 
medicine, the line in which he specializes, but also by reason of his 
notable work in behalf of the war effort as chairman of the Milwau- 
kee blood plasma bank and as chairman of the Milwaukee Chapter 
of the American Red Cross. 

Doctor Egan was born in Hurley, Lron County, Wisconsin, October 
30, 1892, a son of Timothy Frank and Mary (Murray) Egan, both 
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of whom have now passed from this life. The father became a resi- 
dent of northern Wisconsin about 1880 and for. many years was a 
merchant of Hurley, where he died in 1934. His wife was born in 
Prentice, Price County, Wisconsin, when it was a wild and unsettled 
section largely inhabited by Indians, her father, George William Mur- 
ray, having been a pioneer resident in that area. Mrs. Mary Egan 
passed away in 1918. By her marriage she had become the mother 
of three children, the brother and sister of Doctor Egan being Tim- 
othy Frank and Ella. The former is now a member of the Milwaukee 
bar and the sister is the wife of Howard McDonell, a resident of 
Montreal, Iron County, Wisconsin. 

After acquiring his preliminary education in the schools of Hur- 
ley, Doctor Hgan enrolled as a student at the University of Michigan, 
where he won his Bachelor of Science degree as a member of the class 
of 1914 and his professional degree in 1916. He was associated with 
the University of Michigan Hospital, Milwaukee Hospital, and with 
the Mayo Clinic at Rochester, Minnesota, in 1917 and then entered 
military service in connection with World War I. He was commis- 
sioned a captain in the Medical Corps and served in France at Base 
Hospital No. 22, which was one of the outstanding hospitals of the 
war. 

Since his return to the United States in 1919 Doctor Egan has 
practiced in Milwaukee, where from the first a lberal patronage 
has been accorded him, as his ability has found ready recognition. 
In addition to a large private practice he has served on the staff 
of the Milwaukee Hospital, Columbia Hospital and’ the Milwaukee 
County Hospital and is assistant clinical professor of medicine in the 
Marquette School of Medicine, having been appointed to the position 
in 1919. He is also medical director of the three stores of Ed Schus- 
ter Company, Inc., and of the First Wisconsin National Bank. He 
has kept abreast with professional thought and procedure in every 
field of progress that has to do with active medical and surgical ad- 
vancement and is a fellow of the American Medical Association, the 
American College of Physicians and the American Congress of Phys- 
ical Therapy. He also belongs to the Milwaukee Society of Internal 
Medicine, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the American Heart 
Association and the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine. 

Doctor Egan is the possessor of an Alpha Omega Alpha key and 
belongs to the Phi Rho Sigma fraternity. He has ever used his pro- 
fessional knowledge for the benefit of the great majority and is 
serving as chairman of the board of the Milwaukee chapter of the 
Red Cross, in the work of which he has been active for many years. 
He is also most earnest and insistent in securing the cooperation of 
others in the Red Cross work, aiding largely in bringing this before 
the public in the recent drive in which the aid of Protestant, Catho- 
lic and Jewish churches was secured through announcement from 
their pulpits, many stressing, moreover, the urgent need of the 
work, and Doctor Egan addressed many public gatherings on the 
subject, urging that they give as generously to the cause as they had 
donated to the blood plasma bank. The Doctor was also at one time 
chairman of First Aid and Life Saving Society in Milwaukee, and 

at no time has he withheld his support when the public interests in 
the matter of health and humanity could be promoted. 

Aside from his profession Doctor gan has become associated 
with business interests of Milwaukee as vice president of the Hilty- 
Forster Lumber Company, as vice president of the Wetmore-Reamer 
Company, and president of Yahr-Lange, Inc., Wisconsin’s largest 
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wholesale drug company. His activities cover a very wide and diver- 
sified field. In 1937 he was made an honorary member of the Guate- 
mala University, and he belongs to the English Speaking Union and 
to many club organizations, including the City, Wisconsin, Milwau- 
kee, University, Milwaukee Country and Town clubs, his social na- 
ture making for popularity in all these bodies. His interest in the 
welfare of his fellowmen is one of his outstanding characteristics, 
and this has been manifest in many helpful and encouraging ways. 

Doctor Egan and his family are members of the Holy Cross Cath- 
olic Church. He was married to Viola Forster, a native of Milwau- 
kee and a daughter of Charles G. and Emily (Yahr) Forster, both 
born in Wisconsin. Her father was the founder of the Forster Lum- 
ber Company of Milwaukee, and both he and his wife are now de- 
ceased. Doctor and Mrs. Egan have three children: William John 
Jr., who is now attending Marquette University ; James Forster, who 
was a student in the University of Michigan but left college to enlist 
in the United States military service, being now in training in New 
Jersey In connection with the anti-aircraft branch of the army; and 
Vi Forster, who is attending Connecticut College at New London, 
Connecticut. 


Epwarp A. McCuay, who for twenty-four years has been the 
Wisconsin representative of the Garlock tacking Company, with 
oflices at 739 Broadway in Milwaukee, was born in Chicago, Lllinois, 
April 23, 1900, a son of Thomas and Sarah (Nethercott) McClay, 
both of whom were born in America and were representatives of 
old Scotch families, the father being of Scotch-Irish descent, while 
the mother was of Iinglish and Scotch lineage. Thomas McClay 
became a building contractor in Chicago, but passed away many 
years ago and his wife is also deceased. 

Reared in his native city, Edward A. McClay there acquired his 
preliminary education in the grades and the high school and in 
1918 he enrolled as qa student in the University of Wisconsin, 
where he was a member of the Student Army Training Corps, for 
the first World War was then in progress. He continued in the 
University until 1920, when he became representative in Wisconsin 
for the Garlock Packing Company, with offices in Milwaukee. This 
company has been in existence for fifty-seven years, having been 
founded in 1887, and it was incorporated under the laws of the 
State of New York March 25, 1905. The home offices and factory 
are located at Palmyra, New York, and there are branch offices 
in Denver, San Francisco, California, Birmingham, Alabama, and 
Hamilton, Ontario, while sales offices are maintained in all the 
large cities of the United States and Canada. This company manu- 
factures, sells and deals in packings for stéam, water and ice plants 
and for other purposes, its products being sent out under the name 
of the “Garlock Quality Controlled,” and in addition to the line 
indicated the company manufactures asbestos brushes for tinplate 
mills. The business is one of the oldest and largest of the kind in 
the country and Mr. McClay has charge of the development and 
management of the business throughout Wisconsin. That his ef- 
forts have been resultant and that he is a capable executive as well 
as promoter are indicated in the fact that he has remained with 
the company for almost a quarter of a century and is today in con- 
trol of an extensive trade in this state. 

In 1983 Mr. McClay married Jane Van Brunt Reilly, a native 
of Wisconsin and a daughter of Charles and Blanche Van Brunt 
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Reilly, of Horicon, Dodge County, Wisconsin. Her grandfather 
was Willard Van Brunt, president of the Van Brunt Manufacturing 
Company, in which position he continued until his death. He was’ 
a representative of a family of Holland origin that was established 
on Long Island in the year 1657. Willard D. Van Brunt became a 
pioneer farmer of Dodge County, Wisconsin, and was an inventor 
of note, inventing the first broadcast sower or seeding machine for 
small grains. His son, Willard D. Van Brunt, was born in Dodge 
County in 1847 and in 1861, at Horicon, Wisconsin, he joined his 
father in the manufacture of the seeding machine which the fa- 
ther’s genius had brought forth and which is now world famous, 
having been sold to many foreign countries as well as all over the 
. United States. Willard D. Van Brunt, grandfather of Mrs. McClay, 
remained with the business from its inception in 1861 until his 
death forty years later. Mrs. McClay is of the fourth generation 
of the Van Brunt family in Wisconsin. She attended Mount Ver- 
non Seminary and also the Finch School of New York City. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. McClay have been born a daughter, Sara Jane, and 
a son, Daniel Van Brunt. Their home is at 6043 North Lake Drive 
and it is a social center, the hospitality of which is greatly enjoyed 
by their many friends. Mr. McClay is a member of the Milwaukee 
Country Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club and he also belongs 
to Cudworth Post of the American Legion of Milwaukee. He finds 
his recreation principally in golf, greatly enjoying a game on the 
links. 


ELMER R. HONKAMP, a successful and popular attorney of Apple- 
ton who is now serving for the second term as district attorney, in 
which position he has made a most creditable record, was born in 
Sheldon, Iowa, February 14, 1905, and is a son of Henry and Anna 
(Timmer) Honkamp, both of whom were of German descent. His 
grandfather on the paternal side was John Honkamp, who was 
born and reared in Germany and at the age of twenty years came 
to the new world, hoping to make rapid advance in a country of 
which he had heard such favorable comments concerning its oppor- 
tunities and privileges. He was unfamiliar with the English language 
and the ways of a large city and in New York he fell victim to an 
unscrupulous man who offered him two hundred dollars to act as 
his substitute in the Union Army, being told that he would not have 
to fight. Within thirty days, however, he found himself in the front 
lines at Gettysburg and he continued in active duty until the close 
of his enlistment period. When the Civil War had ended he took 
up a homestead claim near Sheldon, Iowa, married and reared a 
family of seven sons and a daughter. 

One of the sons was Henry Honkamp, also a native of Iowa, 
where he took up the occupation of farming and also became a 
building contractor. He was not only active in the business affairs 
of his community but also in its civic interests and served as a 
member of the school board. He died in the year 1918. His wife, 
Anna (Timmer) Honkamp, was a daughter of Frank Timmer, a 
native of Germany, whence he came to the United States when a 
youth of sixteen years, settling first in Ohio, although later he re- 
moved to Iowa, where he followed the occupation of farming. 

Elmer R. Honkamp, who was born on his father’s farm in lowa, 
had the usual experiences of the farm bred boy, dividing his time 
between assisting in the work of the fields and the duties of the 
schoolroom. He was the third in order of birth in a family of five 
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children, all yet living, and in his youthful days he attended the 
country schools of Iowa and of South Dakota and in due time was 
graduated from the Sioux Falls high school. His mental calculation 
concerning business opportunities led him to the decision to become 
a member of the bar and in preparation therefor he entered Mar- 
quette University, where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree as a 
member of the class of 1927. For a year thereafter he continued in 
the active practice of law in Milwaukee as a member of the law firm 
of Bowman & Honkamp. He next spent two and a half years in the 
federal tax service in the Milwaukee office and was then trans- 
ferred to the district embracing Outagamie and Waupaca counties, 
having charge of the federal tax service office, with which he re- 
mained until 1931, when he entered upon the private practice of 
law in Appleton, forming a partnership with William Hegner under 
the firm style of Honkamp & Hegner. In 1948 he was appointed to 
fill a vacancy in the office of district attorney and in 1944 was elected 
to the office without opposition, a fact which stands in incontro- 
vertible evidence of the excellent record that he had previously made 
as the custodian of the legal interests of Outagamie County. He has 
strong qualifications for success at the bar, possessing a mind that 
is analytical and inductive, and he arrives at logical and correct con- 
clusions. He studies his cases carefully and systematically and ar- 
rives at conclusions that are beneficial to the interests he represents. 
A permanent knee injury is the only reason that he is not now in 
military service. He offered to act in any capacity in which the 
Government could use him but was rejected because of a stiff knee. 
Therefore he is doing his best to aid the war effort in other ways 
and was a division chairman of the county war bond drive, has 
been chairman in connection with other charitable drives and was 
one of the organizers of the U S O, in Appleton. He was also one 
of the organizers of professional baseball in Appleton, is much in- 
terested in athletics and makes golf his hobby, greatly enjoying a 
game on the links. 

Mr. Honkamp married Mrs. Georgianna Hansen Xistris, a daugh- 
ter of Albert Hansen and the widow of Theodore Xistris. Her two 
children are Corinne and Thomas. Mrs. Honkamp is a graduate of 
the Ashland high school. Both Mr. and Mrs. Honkamp are members 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. Mr. Honkamp is also identified with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Loyal Order of 
Moose and the Fraternal Order of Eagles and has membership in the 
Butte des Morts Golf Club, while along strictly professional lines 
he is connected with the Outagamie County Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association, 
thus keeping in close touch with the onward march of the profession 
in its efforts to establish and maintain justice. 


Dr. GEORGE T. HEGNER, who has engaged in the practice of 
medicine and surgery in Appleton for almost a third of a century, 
having opened his office here in 1912, was born in Eden, Wisconsin, 
May 13, 1887, a son of Mr. and Mrs. William Hegner. His grand- 
father, who also bore the name of William Hegner, was a native of 
Alsace-Lorraine and on crossing the Atlantic to the United States in 
1848 settled in Ohio, where he devoted his attention to the occupation 
of farming. It was in the Buckeye State that William Hegner, the 
Doctor’s father, was born and reared and in early life he learned the 
butchering trade, in which he engaged after coming to Wisconsin, 
owning a meat business in Eden. He married Mary Anne King, a 
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daughter of Thomas King, who was born in Ireland. Following his 
arrival in the United States he cast in his lot with the pioneer settlers 
in the Milwaukee area and he too engaged in tilling the soil. 

Dr. George T. Hegner, who was an only child, pursued his early 
education in the public schools of Eden and after deciding to make 
the practice of medicine his life work enrolled as a student in Mar- 
quette University, where he won his professional degree at his gradu- 
ation as a member of the class of 1909. He then served an interne- 
ship in the Milwaukee County Hospital in 1909 and 1910, after which 
he was house surgeon in the Emergency Hospital of Milwaukee in 
1911 and 1912. In the latter year he came to Appleton, where he 
was soon well established in practice as he demonstrated his ability 
to successfully cope with the intricate and involved problems that 
continually confront the physician. He is skilled in both medical 
and surgical work, reads broadly, thinks deeply and is seldom at 
fault in his deductions. He keeps in touch with the trend of 
scientific progress in his particular field through his membership 
in the Outagamie County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
Medical Society and the American College of Surgeons and he readily 
discriminates between the essential and the non-essential in any new 
ideas which are advanced in his chosen calling. 

Doctor Hegner married Miss Florence O’Brien, and they have 
one son, William F., who is now a practicing attorney in Appleton. 
The Doctor is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and belongs 
to the Knights of Columbus, in which order he has taken the fourth 
degree. He finds his recreation in golf, greatly enjoying the game 
when leisure permits him to spend a few hours on the links. The 
major part of his time, however, is given to his professional duties, 
which have constantly grown in volume and importance through all 
the thirty-three years of his residence in Appleton. 


WILLIAM F. HEGNER, who is engaged in the practice of law at 
the bar of Appleton, is a native of this city, born April 10, 1915, his 
parents being Dr. George T. and Florence (O’Brien) Hegner, resi- 
dents of Appleton, where the father has practiced medicine and 
surgery for thirty-three years. While spending his youthful days 
under the parental roof William F. Hegner pursued his education 
in St. Mary’s parochial school and in the Appleton high school be- 
fore entering Marquette University. On the completion of the classi- 
cal course in 1936 he was accorded the Bachelor of Arts degree and 
then continued at Marquette as a law student, winning his LL.B. 
degree as a member of the class of 1938. He then opened an office 
in Appleton, where he has since practiced, making progress year by 


year as experience increases his ability and the public recognizes 


his resourcefulness in various branches of legal work. What he has 
already accomplished causes his friends not to hesitate in prophesy- 
ing for him a successful future. 

Mr. Hegner married Miss Jane Brunke, of Appleton, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Brunke of this city. Mrs. Hegner is a 
registered nurse, a graduate of the Theda Clark Hospital of Neenah, 
Wisconsin, and she belongs to the Theda Clark Alumni Association. 
Unto this marriage have been born two children—George Theodore, 
who was born March 21, 1941, and Margaret Anne, born August 14, 
1944. 

The parents have membership in St. Theresa Catholic Church 
and Mr. Hegner belongs to the Knights of Columbus, having served 
for the past two years as deputy grand knight of the order. He is 
much interested in community welfare and is a civic minded young 
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man who has served as county chairman of the infantile paralysis 
drive and as chairman of the Speakers Bureau. He is also active 
in promoting the bond drives for the war effort and has served as 
air raid warden. Whatever tends to promote the welfare, upbuilding 
or progress of his native city receives his earnest support and he 
actively cooperates in many measures for general benefit. Along 
professional lines he is connected with the Outagamie County Bar 
Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 


THEODORE C. Esser, president of the T. C. Esser Company, has 
been engaged in the manufacture and distribution of paint in Mil- 
waukee for more than half a century. The firm also handles all kinds 
of glass, including stained glass for churches, and does vitrolite and 
metal store front construction work. Theodore C. Esser, founder 
and promoter of the business, is now living retired to a considerable 
extent, turning over the management of the business to his son, but 
back of this present well earned period of comparative rest were years 
of the most strenuous toil, in which he had to call forth every ounce 
of industry and effort that he possessed. His father had come from 
Germany in young manhood and settled on a farm in Wisconsin, 
but he always suflered from ill health and left the farm to establish 
his home in Aurora, where Theodore Clemens Esser was born Feb- 
ruary. 14, 1871. The family numbered eight children, and because 
of the father’s inability to work much of the time it was necessary 
that Theodore C. and some of the other children should early provide 
for their own support. 

Educational opportunities were necessarily limited and when but 
twelve years of age Theodore C. Esser had to put aside his textbooks. 
He sought and obtained a position in a paint shop, waere he was 
paid a wage of fifty cents per day, but he there gained his initial 
knowledge of the business in which he was destined to progress 
to the point of notable success. Atter a year he entered the employ 
of the W. S. Frazier Road Cart Company of Aurora, targe manu- 
facturers of sulkies, road carts, buggies and other horse drawn 
vehicles. While there he learned the nature of colors and the methods 
of grinding and mixing them, working for many hours a day ata 
stone slab with a flat bottomed conical stone. Working at various 
phases of the business in time he became an expert carriage painter 
and when sixteen years of age he was earning nine dollars a week. 
It was about this time that his father died. 

At the age of twenty Theodore C. lsser was a full-fledged painter, 
engaged on piece work that brought him from eighteen to twenty- 
seven dollars per week. He next contracted to do a painting job 
for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company in Chicago 
and when he had finished the work four months later he became 
a roof slater at Clinton, lowa, still working for the railroad company. 
In 1892 he decided to visit Milwaukee, where he had a sister living, 
and find out what kind of a city it was. Within a few days he had 
secured employment—a painting job—with the Milwaukee Buggy 
Company, but when a week had passed he was ‘alled home to Aurora 
through the serious illness of his mother. When he returned a little 
later he brought with him his wife, for during his absence from 
Milwaukee he had married Miss Lena Gengler of Aurora. He again 
found employment with the Milwaukee Buggy Company, but the 
pay was only seven dollars and a half per week and feeling that 
he could do better at piece work he arranged with the company to 
finish six hundred gears and wheels for a stipulated sum, and in that 
way earned from twenty-five to thirty dollars per week. Thus step 
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by step he advanced toward the goal of success, although not all 
days in his active career were equally bright. After doing contract 
work until the fall of 1893 Mr. Esser took sixty dollars that he had 
saved, bought some equipment for painting and established a business 
of his own at Thirty-third and Cherry streets in a room above a 
blacksmith shop. 

From that time forward Mr. Esser prospered. In 1894 he 
purchased a building at the corner of Thirty-third and Cherry streets, 
using the ground floor for his shop and the second floor as his living 
quarters. In 1897 he purchased a cottage with a shop in the rear 
and sold his first building. During this time his contracting business 
was steadily growing and in 1902 he erected a fine brick store on 
North Avenue and Thirty-four Street. In 1909 he decided to 
relinquish the contracting business, although in this connection he 
was employing from twenty-five to fifty men, and concentrate on the 
store, the business including the manufacture as well as sale of paints. 
In 1910 he added a line of window glass and in 1912 began dealing 
in plate glass. By 1918 his trade in glass had reached such propor- 
tions that he was obliged to build a special warehouse to accommodate 
the stock and in 1920 he erected a brick factory building on Thirty- 
fourth Street, across the alley from the rear of his store.. There he 
began manufacturing his own paint, and the growth of his business 
led to the erection of other units to his plant in 1925 to the glass 
warehouse on Thirty-second Street. To that location he removed 
his office and factory but still retains his North Avenue store for 
retail business. In 1927 he purchased the property at 3107 West 
Galena Street, which he now uses for office and display room purposes 
and in the same year he purchased the business of the Baranowski 
Art Glass Company of Oshkosh, later doubling his facilities there. 
The entire property was later used for the distribution of paints 
and painters’ supplies, while the art glass department was removed 
to Milwaukee. In 1934 a building was acquired in LaCrosse for the 
distribution of their products in the Northwest. They purchased 
the Menominee, Michigan, Stained Glass Company in June of 1940 
and changed its name to the Menominee Paint and Glass Company. 
This plant is used for the distribution of their products in upper 
Michigan. 

Mr. Esser is today one of the most substantial and prosperous 
citizens of Milwaukee, making his home at 2282 North Sherman 
Boulevard. He also has an attractive summer home on Moose Lake, 
about thirty miles from the city, while he spends the winter months 


-in Florida. For a number of years he was also connected with 


banking interests, first as a director, then as vice president and 
later as president of the Wisconsin State Savings Bank, and in 1921 
he organized the Pinelawn Cemetery Association, of which he was 
the leading stockholder until 1982, when he disposed of his interests. 
His prominence in trade circles is indicated in the fact that he 
served as president of the Milwaukee Paint, Oil & Varnish Club 
and was a member of the committee that met in his home and drew up 
the ‘code of ethics” which was later adopted by the National Paint, 
Oil & Varnish Association. He has membership in the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club and is a fourth degree member of the Knights of 
Columbus. He is a selfmade man in the highest and truest sense 
of that term, and his record illustrates what can be accomplished 
when industry, determination and honesty point the way. 

In the family of Theodore C. and Lena (Gengler) Esser were four 
children: Laurence F., Corona, Ambrose W. and Monica. Laurence 
F. was born in Milwaukee on September 4, 1895. He received his 
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education at Pio-Nono Academy at St. Francis, Wisconsin, and then 
entered St. Francis Seminary, where he was ordained to the Catholic 
priesthood on June 11, 1922. Father Esser was appointed assistant 
pastor at St. Boniface Church in Milwaukee and was active in 
promoting football, basketball and baseball in the Milwaukee paro- 
chial schools. He was killed in an automobile accident on July 9, 
1924. Corona was born in Milwaukee June 16, 1902, and died at 
the age of thirteen in November, 1915. 

Ambrose W., the only surviving son of the family, was born in 
Milwaukee on January 4, 1905. He acquired his education in the 
Milwaukee parochial schools, Campion College in Prairie du Chien 
and Marquette University. He left school to enter the business of 
his father and for some years now he has been the motivating factor 
in the control of the paint and glass trade. The company handles 
industrial and house paints, enamels, varnishes, wall paper and 
painters supplies, window, plate and rough glass and mirrors and 
art glass and church stained glass. Recently they installed the stained 
glass windows in the new St. John Cathedral in Milwaukee. This 
is an outstanding piece of such work in America. The company now 
employs 150 men and furnishes paint for army ordnance, ships and 
submarines as well as glass for construction and glazing of war 
plants, tank wind shields, ship port holes, diving helmets and other 
war uses. The original directors of the company were T. C. Esser, 
Stephen Gengler, and Michael T. Gengler. Today the directors are 
T. C. Esser, Ambrose W. Esser, Stephen Gengler, Joseph J. Knop, 
John H. Fritz, Raymond A. Morrison and Edward J. Seitz. Theodore 
C. Esser is still serving as president, with Ambrose W. Esser, vice 
president and general manager and treasurer; Stephen Gengler is 
honorary vice president and John H. Fritz is the secretary. Like 
his father, Ambrose W. Esser has served as president of the Mil- 
waukee Paint Club for three terms and is also active in all things 
pertaining to the good of the industry. He is also a member of the 
Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Wisconsin Club and is an active 
worker in the local council of the Knights of Columbus, in which he 
is serving as treasurer and as a member of the board. In November, 
1927, he married Miss Marion McCann, a native of Milwaukee and 
a graduate of the Milwaukee State Teachers College, while prior to 
her marriage she taught in the schools of this city. They are the 
parents of seven children: Mary, age seventeen; Joan, age fifteen ; 
Virginia, age eleven; Lawrence, age thirteen; William, age nine; 
George, age seven; and Ambrose Jr., age one. The two eldest 
daughters are now in school at Prairie du Chien. 

Monica, the youngest daughter of the Theodore Essers, was born 
in Milwaukee on October 2, 1909, and received her education at 
Holy Angel’s Academy in Milwaukee and at Rosary College in River 
Forest, Illinois. She was married on June 24, 1930, to Edward J. 
Seitz, who is also a director of the T. C. Esser Company. They have 
a family of five children: Theodore, age thirteen; Kdmond, age 
twelve; John, age ten; Barbara Jeanne, age nine; and Betty Lynne, 
age eight. 


FRANCIS RYAN DuFFY, United States district judge for the eastern 
district of Wisconsin, was born at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, June 23, 
1888. All during his life he has been called by his middle name of 
Ryan. His father, F. F. Duffy, who died on November 7, 1935, came 
to Wisconsin from West Virginia in 1873, settling in Fond du Lace. 
His mother, Hattie Ryan, was born in the town of Shields, Dodge 
County, Wisconsin. 
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Judge Duffy was educated in the public schools of the city of 
Fond du Lace and was graduated from the high school in 1906. He 
attended the University of Wisconsin and was graduated from the 
College of Letters and Science in 1910; College of Law in 1912. 

There are certain interesting parallels in the high school and 
college life of Judge Duffy. He was president of his high school 
graduating class in 1906 and was likewise president of the graduating 
class of the University of Wisconsin in 1910. He was a member of his 
interscholastic high school debating team, and later was a member 
of the intercollegiate debating team of the University of Wisconsin. 
He was a member of the various athletic teams of his high school 
and was a member of the University track and cross country teams. 

In 1912 Judge Duffy commenced the practice of law in the city 
of Fond du Lac, and, except for a period of twenty-five months dur- 
ing the World War while serving in the United States Army, he prac- 
ticed law continuously up to the time of taking office as United States 
senator, March 4, 1933. 

Judge Duffy married Louise Haydon, of Springfield, Kentucky, 
on June 26, 1918, and they have four children: Ann, Ryan Jr., Hay- 
don and James. 

Judge Duffy was the first professional or business man in the 
city of Fond du Lac to offer his services in the World War. He was 
stationed on the Mexican border, and for fourteen months served 
overseas in the A.E.F. He was discharged with the rank of major. 
Judge Duffy has been active in the affairs of the American Legion, 
serving as department commander for the State of Wisconsin in 1922 
to 1923. He was elected national vice commander at the San Fran- 
cisco Convention in October, 1923, and served the following year in 
that capacity. 

Judge Duffy’s entry into politics was during the delegate contest, 
prior to the April, 1982, election. He campaigned the state for the 
Roosevelt delegates, and himself received the highest vote given to 
any Democratic delegate. He was thereafter elected chairman of the 
Wisconsin delegation to the Democratic National Convention at Chi- 
cago. 

In 1932 Judge Duffy was elected United States senator over his 
Republican opponent by a majority in excess of 222,000. He was a 
member of the committee on appropriations; the committee on for- 
eign relations; the committee on privileges and election; on patents; 
and on interoceanic canals. In 1938 Judge Duffy was defeated for 
reelection as United States senator in a three-cornered contest, al- 
though he ran 152,000 ahead of the Democratic candidate for gov- 
ernor. He resumed private law practice in his home city. On June 
29, 1939, President Roosevelt appointed him United States district 
judge for the eastern district of Wisconsin. 

Judge Duffy was active in civic and fraternal affairs in his home 
city. He is a past exalted ruler of Lodge No. 57, B.P.O. Elks. He is 
very much interested in all kinds of sports and is very fond of duck 
hunting, bowling and plays some golf. He enjoys witnessing foot- 
ball games, and never misses a home game of his Alma Mater, the 
University of Wisconsin. 


Dr. ARMAND JAMES QUICK, pharmacologist and professor of 
biochemistry in the Marquette University School of Medicine, is 
also widely known for his research work and for his many contri- 
butions to medical literature. Born at Theresa, Dodge County, Wis- 
consin, July 18, 1894, the Doctor is a son of Gabriel and Theresa 
Meixen (Sperger) Quick, both of whom were born in Leroy, Dodge 
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County. His grandfather on the paternal side came to this state 
about 1865, while the grandfather in the maternal line, a native 
of Germany, arrived in Wisconsin about 1860 and afterward engaged 
in cabinet making and wagon making in Theresa. His daughter, 
Mrs. Theresa Quick, was born in 1862, while Gabriel Quick was 
born in 1866. He devoted his attention to the conduct of his hard- 
ware store, and both he and his wife have now passed away. The 
town in which their son, Doctor Quick, was born was founded by 
Solomon Juneau, who spent his last years there and the name given 
to the town was the name of his daughter. 

Doctor Quick was an only child and while spending his youthful 
days under the parental roof he pursued his early education in the 
public schools of Theresa, while later he became a student in the 
Central high school in Madison, where he was graduated with the 
class of 1914. He gained his Bachelor of Science degree at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, which conferred on him the Master’s degree 
in 1919. In 1922 he was graduated from the University of Illinois 
with the Ph. D. degree, after studying chemistry under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Rodger Adams, and in 1928 he was graduated from Cor- 
nell University with the M. D. degree. 

In the meantime Doctor Quick had entered the educational field 
as an instructor in chemistry at Vanderbilt University, where he 
remained from 1919 until 1920, and after two years as a student 
at the University of Illinois he became teacher of biochemistry at 
the University of Pennsylvania, there remaining from 1922 until 
1926. After becoming a graduate physician and surgeon he served 
his interneship in Philadelphia General Hospital, better known as 
the Blockley Hospital, and he did research work in chemistry at 
Cornell from 1930 until 1932, after which he was research fellow 
at the Fifth Avenue Hospital in New York City from 1982 to 1934. 

In the latter year Doctor Quick came to Milwaukee, where for 
a year he engaged in the private practice of medicine and since 
that time he has been a member of the faculty of Marquette Uni- 
versity. In 1935 he was assistant professor of pharmacology in the 
School of Medicine, and in 1937 he was appointed associate pro- 
fessor of pharmacology, so continuing until 1944. He was then 
advanced to the full professorship of biochemistry and director of 
the department and is now serving in that capacity. He is recog- 
nized as a most competent instructor, imparting clearly and readily 
to others the knowledge that he has acquired. His own clear un- 
derstanding of the principles which he demonstrates to the student 
body is soon manifest to those who come under his instruction and 
his work commands the respect and admiration of his colleagues 
and contemporaries in the scientific field. 

Doctor Quick’s professional affiliations are many and indicate 
the breadth of his interest and his research. He belongs to the 
American Medical Association, the Wisconsin State Medical Society 
and the Milwaukee County Medical Society. He has membership 
in the American Chemical Society, the American Society of Bio- 
chemists, the American Socieiy for the Advancement of Science, the 
Internists Club of Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, 
the Central Society for Clinical Research, the American Society of 
Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics and the Society of 
Exnerimental Biology and Medicine. He has written widely along 
various scientific lines and his contributions to the literature of his 
profession are broadly read and are regarded as most valuable be- 
cause of his comprehensive and accurate information. He is na- 
tionally known for his research work on detoxication in the body, 
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and he is the author of one hundred or more publications. His writ- 
ings include “Liver Function Tests and Study on Coagulation of the 
Blood”; “Hemorrhagic Diseases” and “Urie Acid Metabolism.” He 
is the author of a book The Hemorrhagic Diseases and the Physiology 
of Hemostosis (Thomas 1942). He was named for the honorary 
lectureship and gave the Beaumont lectures in Detroit in 1941. He 
received the gold medal for his exhibit at the meeting of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association in 1944. His colleagues and contemporaries 
in the profession accord him prominence and high honors and his 
contribution to profession advancement and achievement has been 
a valuable one. His local connections are with the Interprofes- 


, Sional Men’s Institute and the City Club. 


Doctor Quick married Margaret Koll, a native of Hartford, 
Washington County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Michael and 
Edith (Koll) Koll, who also were natives of this state, the father 
having been born in Theresa and the mother in Eau Claire. Mr. 
Koll has departed this life, but Mrs. Koll is living in Milwaukee. 
The ancestry of Mrs. Quick is traced in America back to the early 
1600s, and her people were also pioneer residents of Wisconsin. 


Lro J. TOONEN, the secretary, treasurer and general manager 
of the Walter Brewing Company of Appleton, with which business 
he first became associated in 1914, was born in this city, October 18, 
1891, a son of Martin and Louise (Hopsfensberger) Toonen, in whose 
family were five children. 

In his early boyhood Leo J. Toonen pursued his education in the 
Sacred Heart parochial school and later attended a business col- 
lege, thus qualifying for the duties and activities of a commercial 
career. In 1914 he secured the position of bookkeeper with the 
Walter Brewing Company and continued to act in that capacity until 
the prohibition law was enacted. He then became assessor of incomes 
in Appleton and continued to serve in that office for an entire decade. 
When the manufacture of beer was again legalized he returned to 
the Walter Brewing Company, with which he has since been con- 
nected, and by diligence, industry and close application he became 
one of the valued employes of the organization, working his way 
upward to positions of increasing responsibility. In 1944 he was 
elected secretary and treasurer of the company and was also made 
general manager, since which time he has devoted his attention to 
the duties of his tri-fold office. His associate officials are Nick Dohr, 
who is the president of the company, and Frank E. Fries, who is the 
vice president. The Walter Brewing Company now employs forty 
people and the Adler Brau, which is their brand, has become well 
known on the market. They handle both bottled and keg beer and 
their trade covers a radius of fifty miles, while their output reaches 
fifty thousand barrels annually. They conduct the business according 
to the most modern and improved methods of beer manufacture and 
the business is now a substantial one, bringing a good financial return 
to the officials and owners of the company. 

Mr. Toonen has been married twice. He first married Rose Stier, 
and they had a family of four children. The wife and mother died in 
1939 and Mr. Toonen has since married Nellie Billings. His children 
are as follows. Leon, the eldest, born in Appleton, April 11, 1917, 
is a graduate of the local high school and married Amy Severance, 
of Neenah, Wisconsin. He is now serving in the Medical Corps 
of the United States Army, T/5, in France. George, who was born 
August 9, 1921, also is a graduate of the Appleton high school and 


‘a 
i a aroiteolidi’g 
al) te abidctivse) fe yh 
ot “eviilitdateM bioA 93 
wQoiiaQh ail bite esas i‘ 
visvenad ont sot bgemn ew) ofl 
oH LO? te slowed? at es4nies! PRormmuped oid oveyg bas qideatitoel 
sme of "lo wadiovst ob dni nid vot frbomt blog ddd heviesst 4 |” 
esirwupiieires his sognstos ao, MeL at woilsisoazA fasibeM mast 

eid bes Erouwol Culd Bers sadetiiewr, mid btocce noieeslotg ot ati 

nobd ean inomevoitos bax Mismesnevhe navixcotoTy o} noljudiines 
dtormpioin? off uBiw (o1& anonvanmed lel ceili edo olfauisy 8 

det Ait) orlt bee ototitedl e'moM femole y * 

broths id ovitan & Jed dovggield berrism dvinD stsodl 
bne iautoiM to wotdgesh ¢ Dak yitesoori WV yiavod idesWe 
~atiet adt stata mdi to gevbben asow ocala odw fot (lod) (Biba 

a otial’Y ued af veltomt oP baw esoiedT ai ntod ased yitived 
suluewlA oi garvibel Holt 20 fud otf eid? hattaqebh ead Moe 

vitae oct 0) slohd puiteenA at beomit ai Asiv@ .el4 to yiieesns efT 
‘nisnore WV Yo eiveblast tenelg ole vis olqooq tod bin 200BL 


geasca ipensg bre wetyRaNtt oeisisiose ods MauooT .t ont 
sesiisnd tide div oisfagA Yo Yoram) yaiwsrt sola W odt Yo 
BI declois® wild cldd ai ared ew #821 Ai hointooes srtaced desit orf 
weiter ai aenool (ogabdenstequH) ovinod Loe aineM to soa 8 \fe8t 
astblids oval otew ylinaat 
oft al noiiasubs cif haveniq nenooT .L oof boodyed Utse sist wl 
Jon séxnieed gc behwitin Stel bua foodse Inidootng d129H betoked 
izistasunco ew Io eelliviten baa asitub od? 103 giivittesp ead) spel 
604 db waspiddond Yo noitizeq oft frrivosa ori brOl al ssesteo j 
lite “viegdny Jud? Ai das 67 bousrttwoe bas steqmo0 gatwoattl ila a 
vanioont Jo toezseeen semahed nad) 6 .boiozey eaw wel noltididong of i 
ahussh orilite 1 90% Gio sad? wi avrse of bountines bre notelqqA at 
ot feanvisy od besiisgol aizes ew weaod Jo ausdostonad anit 
fou feed soits esd at dolaw din xtsqaie guiwetd s9tlaW alt 
expos od soifasilggs sealo bnew vueubal oonspilih yd bes ,batoer 
Viw atl nuiiow soilasiageo gli Yo asyolqute boulav off Ye ono)” 
sew of BhOL at agililieneqea: yoiasotoni to emcitiacog of brawqs om 
abi ole xtve bee waveanoo sd) Yo t91uR2917 bus yretotess bedesle «> 
ok sevistic veld batoysb xed of oni? doidw sonia aggedem farstoR Te +4 
hut) Wok a1 elaeie otniveess: al .voiho bicl-tst atd te eetivh off 
alt ebesive wird A aed be oyarnqmos ott to Jasbiestq orld siotw 
ytiot eyolgnis won YaaqgareD wittwoertl wwileW ofl Jjnghiazesq solv 
flow gxtoost ard Does toril-at dothw ,orilt t9lbA ond bas ola its 
bras 199 gow bua belaod Wad slime ved tnbram ant raafomn eh - 
2odsyos tuetuo tial slitw Yelling YH Yo avibat 2 eieveo obad tisdd 
ydifiaosn segaieud od? toghmos yd? “exons elovsred basavods ge 
hits stotostimed: to9d to sheiiom Bevorgint bus atebont geom odtode 
rests Inionsttt Hoon 2 yebaatitd no lnidimindve » won-el seottiond ot te * 
‘qhagetss od? to syeawo bar elaioffic stfz were” 
342 ocaefi heivtant tetit oi loobe! borriact goed ead nenvoT aM) es 7 OF 
nt hath sorleuwt bay thw oP .agstblids snot Yo ylimat a bed yodt bag 7 " 
ievblits ei .xyalilit] oilleV betriae: goede aad monooT 1M has @8@l 0) y i 
SHGL Gf fighA wotabargah Ai ted Jeshls oft nomad rane hy hats A 
Toe 
usbestooanl We Solo sti eae 
unt. 293232 betia edt to. it ae 
7 


& ti oals (SOL @ 4g 
‘age ja eee + She Cm 


1 hs, P 
a 


er iF 
ae s-4t 
a 


BIOGRAPHY 175 


has joined the armed forces. George was in the U. S. Infantry. He 
was wounded and is now recuperating at Battle Creek, Michigan. 
Dolores, born July 7, 1923, after completing a course in high school, 
studied in Mercy Hospital for nursing, in which work she is now 
engaged. Paul, who completes the family, was born in Appleton 
February 14, 1931, and is attending St. Joseph’s parochial school. 
The religious faith of the family is that of the Catholic church, Mr. 
Toonen being a communicant of St. Joseph’s Church. He is identified 
with several fraternal orders, having membership with the Knights 
of Columbus, the Catholic Order of Foresters, the Catholic Knights 
of Wisconsin, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
Loyal Order of Moose. His acquaintance is thus broadened in the 
city in which he has always lived and where he is now well known. 


ALEXANDER CHADBOURNE ESCHWEILER. While for fifty years a 
Milwaukee architect, the confines of no city limited the efforts of 
Alexander Chadbourne Eschweiler. ‘Throughout Wisconsin stand 
stately churches, substantial schools, great business houses and many 
other structures which are evidences of his outstanding skill and 
ability, and the name of Eschweiler has been a familiar one through- 
out the state through three generations. Moreover it has always 
been the synonym of earnest effort, honest purpose and high profes- 
sional ideals, and this reputation, established by the father, has been 
upborne by the sons, as the name of Eschweiler & Eschweiler still 
continues to figure in the history of building operations throughout 
this section of the country. 

Alexander Chadbourne Eschweiler was born in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, August 10, 1865, a son of Carl Ferdinand and Hannah 
(Lincoln) Eschweiler. The father a native of Germany, graduated 
as a mining engineer from the University of Bonn, and in early 
manhood established his home in America. The year 1852 witnessed 
his arrival in the new world and after traveling by way of Panama 
to California, where he remained for a brief period, he returned to 
the East, remaining a resident of Boston until he removed with his 
family to the copper country of northern Michigan. His son, Alexan- 
der C. Eschweiler, was then a boy. When a youth of seventeen he 
came to Milwaukee, where for a year he was a student in Marquette 
University. He then secured a position in an architect’s office and 
started upon his upward way in a profession which was to win him 
well merited fame. A little later he entered Cornell University, where 
he pursued the regular course in architecture, graduating with the 
class of 1890. Returning immediately to Milwaukee, he was employed 
in different offices until 1892, when he established business on his 
own account. Those in the profession who knew him well said that 
from the beginning he had a sure sense of artistic design but that 
primarily his buildings were meant to serve and endure. People soon 
recognized that they could have faith in him, not only in his skill, 
but in his thorough reliability, and the name of Eschweiler was soon 
high on the list of Wisconsin’s distinguished architects. In 1923 he 
was joined in a partnership by his three sons under the firm name 
of Eschweiler & Eschweiler and purchased property at 720 East 
Mason Street, remodeling the building and utilizing two floors as 
offices and drafting rooms. Mr. Eschweiler was always willing to 
receive ideas from those in his employ and acknowledged that this 
exchange of thought was often helpful. He appreciated the faithful- 
ness on the part of those who represented him and they regarded 
him as a most able leader. His understanding of and appreciation 
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for architecture steadily expanded and he was quick to realize the 
true value of any new movement, tempered and rest rained by his 
knowledge and love of the historical styles. 

In 1907 he moved his family from Milwaukee to the country home 
he had purchased on North Lake in Waukesha County. He always 
had a belief that the country was the place to rear children, and 
always considered this his real home. He felt strongly that these 
fields and pastures and Cornell Lake in their midst offered the ad- 
vantage of outdoor life that every child deserves. 

On the 3rd of February, 1891, in Milwaukee, Alexander C. Esch- 
weiler had married Marie Mueller, and they became the parents of 
nine children, three of whom have passed away. Hannah L., the 
eldest, is the wife of Frederick Syburg, of Milwaukee, and the mother 
of two sons, Frederick W. and Carl T. Syburg. Elizabeth is the wife 
of Ralph Friedmann, and they have two sons, Ralph and Thomas 
Friedmann. Francesca M. is the wife of John Holbrook, and they 
now reside at Fairy Chasm. They have three children: Ann, John 
and Thomas. 

Alexander Chadbourne Eschweiler Jr., the eldest of the three 
sons who became partners of their father, attended Marquette Uni- 
versity and afterward received his degree in architecture from Cor- 
nell University in 1915. He served in the first World War, first with 
the rank of captain and later as major of engineers. He married 
Dorothy Quincy Adams, of Fergus Falls, Minnesota, who was a 
graduate of Smith College of the class of 1915. They have five sons: 
Alexander Chadbourne III was attending Amherst College when he 
enlisted in the American field service of World War II; Thomas Lin- 
coln and John Adams, twins, who were attending Cornell University 
when they enlisted in the army Air Corps; Robert Cowles, who was 
at Stanford University in Palo Alto, California, when he was called 
into service in the army Air Corps; and Peter Quintus, who is at- 
tending the Milwaukee University School. 

Carl Ferdinand Eschweiler, also a partner in the firm of Esch- 
weiler & Eschweiler, attended Marquette University and was a stu- 
dent at Cornell as a member of the class of 1918 when he enlisted, 
joining the navy for service in the first World War. After receiving 
his discharge he returned to Cornell and received his degree in 
architecture in 1920. He married Winifred Hopkins, who was born 
in France, a daughter of Major Hopkins, who was an American citi- 
zen and a United States Army engineer. She is a graduate of Car- 
roll College of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and is now the mother of two 
sons, Michael Jayne and Theodore Lincoln. 

Theodore Lincoln Eschweiler, the third brother of the Eschweiler 
firm, like his brothers attended Marquette University and then went 
to Cornell, where he enrolled as a member of the class of 1919, but 
he, too, enlisted as a soldier of World War I, becoming a second lieu- 
tenant of engineers in the Thirty-seventh Division, so that he did not 
finish his work at Cornell until 1921. He married Mrs. Mary Shaw 
(Horne) Adams. The name Lincoln which appears so frequently in 
the family records comes down through the mother of A. C. Esch- 
weiler from her direct ancestor, Major General Benjamin Lincoln, 
who served in the Revolutionary War and was a well known states- 
man in the early days of the Republic. 

The senior Alexander Chadbourne Eschweiler was at one time 
president of the Milwaukee Art Commission, belonged to the Mil- 
waukee Architects Club and was a member of the Wisconsin Chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects, of which he was a fellow. 
He was one of the founders of the Wisconsin Chapter and was a 
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charter member of the University Club and a member of the City 
Club. His son and namesake has served as president of the Wis- 
consin Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and has 
taken a helpful interest in civic affairs, being now a member of the 
board of Columbia Hospital. In October, 1943, he was appointed by 
Mayor Bohn to fill a vacancy on the land commission, his term to 
continue until December 31, 1945. He was also president of the Mil- 
waukee Metropolitan Plan Association, recently organized for the 
city’s further development. Theodore L. Eschweiler was one of the 
organizers and has been president of the State Association of Wis- 
consin Architects and is a member of the board of the Rogers Memo- 
rial Sanitarium at Nashotah Lake and is active in the work of civil- 
ian defense. Carl F. Eschweiler formerly served as president of the 
American Institute of Architects and succeeded his father as a mem- 
ber of the board of the Layton Art Gallery. He is likewise a trustee 
of the village of Chenequa in Waukesha County, where he makes his. 
home, and is a member of the Naval Officers Procurement Commis- 
sion. 

It was on the 12th of June, 1940, that the senior Alexander C. 
Eschweiler passed from this life, but years will pass before his work 
ceases to be a factor in Wisconsin’s cities and towns and before his 
influences ceases to be felt as a factor in the maintenance of the 
highest architectural standards. His seventy-four years were fraught 
with good for mankind and he leaves to his family notonly his honor 
and his good name but the inspiration of his life as shown in the 
work of his three sons who are still carrying on in the course which 
he marked out. 


MUNKWITZ FAMILY. Vision, courage, industry, stamina and thrift 
—these qualities marked the pioneers who built the foundation of 
the American nation. One of these was Charles Julius Munkwitz. 
He was born November 19, 1824, in the little village of Kiltzschau, 
near Eilenburg in Saxony, Germany. His father, Gottfried Munk- 
witz, was the proprietor of the well known hostelry “Gasthaus zum 
Muldenthal,” so named because of the Mulde River on which the vil- 
lage was situated. Almost one hundred years later a visit to Kultz- 
schau disclosed that the ‘“Gasthaus” was still serving the public. 

When Charles was about fifteen years of age he had the mis- 
fortune of losing both parents. He then made his home with an 
uncle, Hon. Fred Munkwitz, who lived in the vicinity. Under this 
guardianship he completed his education and then served his three- 
year apprenticeship as “‘fleischhauer” (meat cutter), during which 
period, as was the custom of the time, he spent some eighteen hours 
each day at his work. After six years, ending on March 25, 1847, 
he was awarded a certificate of proficiency, with commendation, by 
the duly constituted authorities in the trade located at Taucha, near 
Leipzig. This certificate was dated July 5, 1847. 

He had often discussed with his uncle the broadening influence 
of travel, so with his uncle’s consent he was at Bremen two weeks 
later and boarded the good ship Gocthe. After a forty-nine day 
voyage he landed in New York September 8, 1847. Here he soon 
found employment in the meat market operated by Mr. Pechstein on 
Nineteenth Street and Tenth Avenue. He was not happy in this 
employment and after a few months found a position in another meat 
market in New York. IIness terminated this position and the surge 
of homesickness almost decided him to return. However, having come 
so far he determined to see something of this new America, espec- 
cially Milwaukee, then known as a German settlement in the West 
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which had received its charter as a city in 1846. He arrived in Au- 
gust, 1848, and shortly thereafter was employed by George Metcalf, 
who operated a meat and provision market on the site of the present 
Trust Company building. But ere long initiative prompted him to 
open a store of his own at Mason and ‘‘Main” streets, the corner 
later occupied by the Milwaukee Herold building. ‘Main’ Street 
was renamed Broadway about 1870. 

Success smiled upon this venture and early in 1850 he married 
Wilhelmine Kannenberg, the daughter of German pioneers who had 
settled in Kirchhayn, near Jackson, Wisconsin; and in November of 
the same year he declared his intention to become an American citizen. 

The smallpox plague which swept Milwaukee in the early 1850s 
also struck this family, and with both wife and daughter suffering 
from this disease he was forced to close his business. The daughter 
did not survive the illness and the slender means of this pioneer were 
almost exhausted. Representations were made to the authorities that 
‘ the family be committed to the poor house, but earnest protests by 
Charles Munkwitz and the intervention of Dr. John B. Dousman halted 
the order and it was never carried out. 

Encouraged by his friend, Caleb Wall, Charles Munkwitz again 
started a meat market at the old location. In May, 1885, ‘“renounc- 
ing his allegiance to Frederick William, King of Prussia” he was 
given his “second papers” and became a citizen of the United States 
of America. By industry and thrift he accumulated some money and 
in May, 1855, bought the property on which the Bradford Piano 
Company is now located, then known as 257 Main Street. In 1857 he 
bought the twenty-four feet adjoining this property to the south and 
moved his business and his residence on his own property. A few 
years later the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company de- 
cided to erect a substantial building on the northwest corner of Main 
and Wisconsin, and Charles Munkwitz sold them a portion of his 
property and acquired the lot adjoining it on the north. Considerable 
comment was made when he moved his three-story brick building 
to the adjoining lot, as that was the first time a brick building of 
that size had been moved. On the south portion of this site he erected 
a brick building in 1869 and on the north two-thirds, a modern fire- 
proof structure in 1903, after a fire which had destroyed the original 
brick structure here . 

He still had his eyes on the corner of Mason and Main streets 
and in 1864 bought the lot on the northwest corner of that intersec- 
tion and moved his business and his residence to that location. In 
1866 he bought the lot at 418 Main Street known as 465 Broadway 
and now known as 783 North Broadway. He moved his residence 
to this location about 1870 and later built a huge ice house on the 
rear of the lot, where he kept whole carcasses of animals, as by that 
time he had expanded his business to include the killing and the 
icing of meat for the trade. 

In 1874 he bought the site of the present Grain & Stock Exchange 
building on the southwest corner of Mason and Milwaukee streets. 
A few years later he erected a substantial brick building on this 
property, which was known as the Munkwitz Block, and in 1878 
moved his expanding business to this building. About four years 
later he took his oldest son, Charles, into partnership and the busi- 
ness was known as Charles Munkwitz & Son thereafter, until ill 
health compelled Charles Jr. to retire and the business was closed 
about 1926. On the upper floors of the building Charles Wanderer 
installed and operated Milwaukee’s first Turkish and Russian baths. 


Saturday nights were especially noteworthy, for then the “big wigs” 
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of the city came here for their weekly ablutions and then remained 
to discuss and settle local, national and world problems. For many 
years the building was also occupied by Kiefer Haessler Hardware 
Company, until it was razed to be replaced by the present modern 
structure. About 1882 he moved his residence to what is now North 
Prospect and East Wells—the present site of the Cudahy Tower 
Apartments, where the family remained for many years. 

In 1882 he organized the Milwaukee Abattoir Company and served 
as its president for some years. The new company was organized 
especially to supply the needs of the ever expanding business, and its 
yards and buildings were erected on a part of a large tract of land 
in the Menomonee Valley on South Muskego Avenue, adjoining the 
present Sixteenth Street viaduct. The tract had been bought the 
same year by Charles Munkwitz for that and other purposes. In 
1906 he bought the lot north of his property on Mason and Broad- 
way and erected a modern fireproof building in 1911, which was 
remodeled into an office building in 1925. It is now known as the 
757 North Broadway building. In 1916 he erected the modern fire- 
proof building on the site of the old homestead, 783 North Broadway. 

Mr. Munkwitz was also active in the development of many other 
real estate projects in both residential and business locations. In 
1905 he organized Munkwitz Realty & Investment Company and con- 
centrated all of his realty holdings and operations in that corpora- 
tion. While he divided the stock equally among his children, he was 
president of the corporation as long ‘as he lived but delegated the 
details of management principally to his son Arthur. 

Such were the activities of Charles J. Munkwitz—one of the 
sturdy pioneer builders of America whose unremitting labors as- 
sisted in the laying of solid foundations in whatever communities 
they settled. He enjoyed two visits to Germany, the first in 1858 
and again in 1878, but each time he was happy to return to his 
friends and associates in Milwaukee. 

His many business projects did not blind Charles Munkwitz to 
the cultural needs of the community. He was a stanch supporter 
of the Lutheran faith, a member of the Milwaukee Musical Society 
and other social and business organizations and actively supported 
movements for civic advancement. He believed in education as a 
foundation for progress and insisted on his children attending the 
German English Academy and High School, with further study for 
those taking up some special vocation. In his own circle he was 
known to stand firmly for what he believed to be just and right, and 
did much to create a better understanding of fair trade practices. 
He was held in great esteem by his associates and his friend, Patrick 
Cudahy, perpetuated his name by ceremoniously christening a street 
in the city of Cudahy “Munkwitz Avenue.” He died after a short 
ilIness on April 18, 1921, more than ninety-six years old, knowing 
that he had built well and that his sons would continue the work so 
well begun. His wife, Mrs. Wilhelmine Munkwitz, who died in No- 
vember, 1901, at the age of seventy-two, was truly a helpmate 
through all the years. She earried her full share of hardship and 
responsibility and ably mothered the large family. 

The oldest son, Charles H. Munkwitz, learned his father’s trade 
and carried on when his father retired from active participation. 
He was active in the Association of Retail Meat Markets, where he 
served as president of the state association and president of the 
national association. He was also a member of the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club, the Wisconsin Club, the German Press Club and other 


organizations, He recognized the signs of changing times and built 
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up a reputation for providing the best meats available. The list of 
names from his sales records resembled the Social Register of Mil- 
waukee. He died in 1980, at the age of seventy-seven years, after a 
long illness. Of three daughters, Clara Munkwitz, born March 81, 
1855, was the only one to survive early childhood. She married 
August F. Luening in 1877. Her husband died in 1920. She carried 
on the established family custom of having all the brothers come 
together one noon every week at her home for lunch and general 
discussion. Here each felt free to air his views and opinions and 
many sound policies were adopted. These weekly meetings kept the 
family bound together in a unit, able to carry out any project agreed 
upon. Mrs. Luening died in December, 1940. 

Albert G. Munkwitz was born August 6, 1859. After leaving 
school he learned the jeweler’s trade but the confining duties of the 
watchmaker’s bench impaired his health so he learned the carpenter’s 
trade and for several years worked with Edward Gruendler, a build- 
.ing contractor. About 1886 he gave up this occupation and undertook 
the operation of a farm at Hales Corners which his father had bought. 
Here he remained for many years, until failing health forced him to 
retire about 1924. He died September 2, 1927. 

Edward H. Munkwitz was born November 6, 1862. After com- 
pleting high school here he attended Stevens Institute for a course 
in mechanical engineering. After graduating he returned to Mil- 
waukee and spent several years in practical machine shop work and 
then started a machine shop. A few years later he met Mr. Nic Leid- 
gen, a good mechanic, who had conceived a machine for removing 
the hair from hides. This machine was devised to eliminate a tedious 
hand operation in tanneries. Mr. Leidgen submitted the idea to many 
tanners but none could visualize the practicability of the machine. 
Edward, however, saw the possibilities and developed the machine 
with Hr. Leidgen. He first built a few machines and personally 
demonstrated how they were to be used. As with all labor-saving 
devices, there was a great deal of opposition from those whose hand 
labor was being supplanted. Persistent effort and bold salesmanship 
gradually overcame this opposition and the machines were accepted 
by the trade. In 1905, with his brother Arthur, he incorporated under 
the name of Edward H. Munkwitz Company for the purpose of more 
fully developing the “Leidgen Unhairing Machine,” as it was called, 
and putting the machine on the market. The machine was patented 
and Mr. Leidgen was retained on a royalty basis. A large machine 
shop was built on the property on Muskego Avenue to house this 
industry, and by constant traveling and hard work the machine was 
established as a necessity in every tannery, not only in the United 
States but in South America, Europe, Africa and Australia and the 
far East. Manufacturing licenses were granted in England and Ger- 
many. Other machinery for tanners was developed and put on the 
market, notably a machine for washing and drying hair and one 
for preparing bark for the tanning vats. 

The business grew by leaps and bounds until the lull after the 
first World War, when many tanneries curtailed their operations or 
discontinued business entirely. By this time the patents had expired 
and a number of machines made by others had made their appear- 
ance. A survey of the limited market possibilities and a review of 
the very successful past, together with a desire to enjoy the results 
of his strenuous labors, prompted Edward to discontinue the sales 
efforts and manufacturing operations. Orders for machines and par- 
ticularly spare parts were still coming in, so arrangements were made 
for supplying the needs of the old customers through other sources. 
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Edward had spent vacations in Florida and finally became a resident 
of that state, coming to Milwaukee only for visits. He died after a 
short illness on July 8, 1940, at the age of almost seventy-eight years, 
while staying at the home of his sister on a visit to Milwaukee. Many 
of the machines are operating to this day and will continue for a long 
time to come, outliving by many years the man whose pertinacity 
literally forced the tanning industry to take the first steps in mod- 
ernizing a process which had been standard practice for ages. 

William H. Munkwitz was born July 18, 1864. With his older 
brother he also graduated from Stevens Institute as a mechanical 
engineer. He spent several years in practical machine shop work 
and then with his father (Charles) as a partner started the Badger 
Nail Company. In 1896 the partnership was changed to a corpora- 
tion. About 1906 or 1907, when his younger brother, Emil, returned 
from the East, William and Emil became the principal stockholders. 
This’ business occupied the large factory jointly with Edward H. 
Munkwitz Company on Muskego Avenue. Not satisfied with the nail- 
making machinery then available, new and better machines were de- 
veloped, including machincry for drawing wire from standard rods. 
In addition to tons of nails of the usual varieties made annually the 
factory made many special nails, some as fine as pins. Tons of spe- 
cial Badger nails were used in the manufacture of automobile bodies 
when the body frames were being made of wood. Early and late the 
Menomonee Valley resounded with the din of the nail making ma- 
chines. A lull in the demand for nails came about 1928. Edward H. 
Munkwitz Company was tapering off its manufacturing operations 
and not long thereafter the Badger Nail Company decided to dis- 
continue business. The factory closed its doors and a strange quiet- 
ness marked the site until other industries moved into the vacated 
buildings. William Munkwitz, now in his eighty-first year, enjoys 
the view of the lake from the window of his residence. He goes to 
the office daily and takes a keen interest in the affairs and manage- 
ment of the Munkwitz real estate. 

Dr. Frank H. Munkwitz was born February 38, 1868. After com- 
pleting high school he served a three-year apprenticeship at Nie- 
deckens Pharmacy, located on what is now known as Kast Juneau 
Avenue and North Market Street. In 1886 he passed the examina- 
tions of the Wisconsin State Board of Pharmacy which entitled him 
to practice as a registered pharmacist. Then followed three year's 
of intensive study at the Bellevue Hospital Medical College in New 
York under the preceptorship of Dr. G. A. Kletzsch. He graduated 
in 1890 and, as one of the honor men, was appointed as an interne 
in Bellevue Hospital. After passing through the various stages, 
finally as house surgéon of the Third Surgical Division, he completed 
his service in October, 1891. In November, 1891, he left for post- 
graduate work in Europe, taking numerous courses in Vienna, Ber- 
lin, Paris and London, spending the major part of his time in Vienna 
and Berlin. In the fall of 1893 he returned to Milwaukee, opened 
his office in the “Munkwitz Block” and entered upon the general 
practice of medicine and surgery. From a modest beginning his 
training and skill soon earned wide recognition. Calls came from 
near and far and all were served, regardless of creed, race or sta- 
tion in life. Emergency operations were often performed under try- 
ing and unusual conditions. Many are they who would not now be 
alive were it not for the aid and counsel of this physician and his 
skill as a surgeon. In this community there must be almost a thou- 
sand persons whose first birthdays were attended by Doctor Munk- 
witz. In one family alone he was present at twelve births. And as 
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with most physicians, there were many of limited means who had 
the benefit of his help at nominal fees or no fees at all. 

Doctor Munkwitz served on the medical staffs of Milwaukee Chil- 
drens Hospital, the Emergency Hospital and St. Mary’s Hospital. 
He was civilian examiner for the United States Recruiting Station 
from 1896 to 1906 and a member of the Medical Advisory Board 
No. 1 in the first World War. Although he has now retired to a 
limited practice of medicine he is registered for emergency service. 
He is a member of the American Medical Association, the County and 
State Medical societies and an honorary member of the Milwaukee 
Academy of Medicine. At this time much of his energy is devoted 
to the operation of the Munkwitz properties with his brothers. 

Arthur R. Munkwitz was born April 15, 1872. After completing 
the usual school course he followed business administration in the 
practical manner. His father recognized that with his growing en- 
terprises some one of his boys should be especially trained in the 


‘knowledge of business details. With this in mind, Arthur first took 


up the duties as cashier in the meat market. He gained further ex- 
perience in several other businesses and then took a position in the 
Wisconsin Marine & Fire Insurance Company Bank. At that time 
it was not the large institution now known as the Marine National 
Iixchange Bank, so he was able to take advantage of the opportunity 
to learn the various details of banking together with the funda- 
mentals of sound finance. As the years passed his father decided to 
to shed some of the financial details by passing the burden on to 
his son. Increasingly the details of property management were put 
into the hands of this son, and when the Realty Company was in- 
corporated Arthur was elected secretary-treasurer. He was also 
secretary-treasurer of the Edward H. Munkwitz Company and acted 
as trustee of various funds. Besides attending to the financial de- 
tails of the rapidly growing Edward H. Munkwitz Company he ex- 
panded the activities of the Realty Company by developing a num- 
ber of properties which were then advantageously disposed of. More 
and more the financial transactions of the family came under his 
care. These activities brought him in contact with other projects 
more or less related to the family business and we find him as di- 
rector in insurance companies, banks and industrial enterprises. He 
still found time for other activities—as a leader in organizing Luther 
Memorial Chapel, of which he was president for many years and 
still is president, as a member of the executive board of Lutheran 
Altenheim and in many other projects of community interest. Man- 
agement of the Munkwitz properties with his brothers remains his 
principal business activity. 

Emil J. Munkwitz was born October 2, 1875. After finishing high 
school and business college he spent a short time in his father’s 
business and then learned the stove and foundry business “from the 
bottom up.” He then left this work to learn the tanning and leather 
business and he then went to Boston as a leather salesman. He 
returned to Milwaukee to become associated with his brother William 
in the Badger Nail Company. His aptitude for and understanding 
of mechanical operations was an important factor in developing 
machinery for special purposes required in this shop. Any problem 
in mechanics or faulty operation of a machine would be sure to absorb 
his attention until the solution was found and a better process devel- 
oped. It follows that he spent as much time in the machine shop of 
Edward H. Munkwitz Company as he did in the adjoining shop of 
the Badger Nail Company. His real responsibility, however, was the 
business detail of this organization—selling, buying materials and 
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supplies, credits and accounts. Occasionally the detail lagged but the 
business was profitable. Since the liquidation of the Badger Nail 
Company Emil Munkwitz has been closely associated with his brothers 
in the operation and management of the Munkwitz properties. 

George A. Munkwitz, son of Albert H. Munkwitz and Caroline 
Louise Munkwitz, nee Schubring, was born at Hales Corners October 
7, 1902. He is the only living grandchild of Charles Julius Munkwitz. 
Beginning in 1912 he attended the German-English Academy in Mil- 
waukee. He then attended Northwestern Military Academy at Lake 
Geneva, from which he was graduated in 1921. In 1925 he was gradu- 
ated from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, having completed 
the Letters and Science course. After two years with Thompsons 
Malted Milk Company at Waukesha he was sent to Canada in 1927 
to build a new plant at Trenton for Thompsons. Shortly thereafter 
Thompsons consolidated with the Borden Company and George con- 
tinued as factory superintendent. In 1932 Bordens moved their activ- 
ities to Ingersoll, Ontario, and closed the Trenton plant. George 
continued as superintendent of the Malted Milk division at Ingersoll 
until December, 1937, when he returned to Milwaukee to become 
associated with his uncles in the management of the Munkwitz prop- 
erties. In June, 1940, he married Doris Wollaeger, the daughter of 
Dr. Herman Wollaeger, of St. Paul. George Munkwitz is active in 
the Men’s Club of Luther Memorial Chapel, and is a member of the 
University Club of Milwaukee, the Blue Mound Golf and Country 
Club and the Rotary Club. He is a member of the board of directors 
of the Welfare Building & Loan Association, the Milwaukee Boys 
Club and of the Building Owners and Managers Association, and of 
the Affiliated Taxpayers Committee. He has been serving in the 
United States Coast Guard Temporary Reserve. His daughter, Mar- 
jorie Claire Munkwitz, the only great-grandchild of Charles Julius 
Munkwitz, was born in Milwaukee on June 18, 1942. 

As conservative thinking and sound reasoning builds the character 
of the individual, so the character of the community is built by its 
people. From the very beginning Milwaukee has been known for its 
conservative progress in commerce, industry and culture; for its 
orderliness and as a city of homes. A large proportion of its people 
are descendants of the early settlers and, as in this family, they have 
a right to their share of community pride. Their hard work and 
steadfast faith form the solid foundation for the continued progress 
of the community. 


HERBERT L. Mount. Varied are the activities and interests of 
Herbert L. Mount, a practicing attorney of Milwaukee, with offices 
at 212 West Wisconsin Avenue, who is also assistant public admin- 
istrator for Milwaukee County. He is likewise an outstanding figure 
in Masonic circles and is now serving as Grand master of the Grand 
Lodge of Wisconsin. Opportunity has ever been to him a call to 
action—a call to which he has ever made prompt response, nor does 
he ever stop short of the successful accomplishment of his purpose. 

Born in Milwaukee, April 18, 1904, Herbert L. Mount is a son 
of Dr. Sherman W. and Clara (Pistor) Mount, both of whom were 
born in Wisconsin and are now deceased. The father, who is a 
native of Hartland, this state, is a son of Charles Mount, who was 
born in Dover, England, and on coming to the United States made 
his way directly to Hartland in 1842. There he took up land, cleared 
it of the timber that covered it, and converted the place into a well 
improved farm which eventually became Lakeside Resort. His son, 
Doctor Mount, was a well known veterinarian and in his later years 


ot dud reo ore poo 


isk. r9ghs re hd 
svediord ent ee iin wood ead Mi lien yaad 
! Herisqody sliwalay sewer wsnam bits aoilsiaqo ¢ 
aniione’) bas Ph wig) & Yo ste arrtaatt ‘A’ 


‘qe8oda) svat 20th oA, daw caabreindod vost i) 
ip ge evilel aot i" rivil «io a ai 9: 

Me wi virewiiod alle er oow orig vette on S1 
sta Ja unishsoA ytal pantie deer boiwoita oat 
agbang ceo od ASE ab 1820 aiboapubang enw off foiiw ants yoomes 
butalqunee yerivent ; 86 rriagoseiW lo Wierovial) off mort 
$4080 seranel’t ' tie aeey owt OHA oes s0nsi92 bite etetiod 
TSe1 wi shut) of Jase Maw or BdvodweW tn ee wiM pallet 
ffisotnts ws1ede ane font v0? oime'l je Juslg woe a blind mt 
~109 opt a bore yutuey 14@ 6:1) iw botabilosnod anoeqmodT 
~via ‘tiatlt havent Bite ch a Shbal dusbustatwgua eofout au bowel. 
syitad dnslg aonieiT oath We bas orisinO Ynesgnl oF solth 
Hoeyuel jo molaivih AMM batlell ofl: te taobtisiniqsqie ae bownisneo 
amass of sainadiM- ot bonriihe: of gow eet ssdmesed lag. 
nig sthwiialt ods lu Seapee Makin: oft ni esloay eit dtiw betsivoesa =” 
io wniguucs off , sugoplloW a not berriam od ObOL engl al site . 
iff svitts af Stiwdnwh ome) tuzT 44 Yo 19958fFOW senveH wd 
ait ta rede @ ai bea doqed) luriomalt wdlot to dol e'aeM edf- 
vole) bre YWed bape oul? off soduawlill to ddd vitessvinl 
Ayiaciib 10 biaed oft to damm s ei oH .duld tated oft ban dul” 
eyodl sudgawlM af) Msi tetvope &. coor] & gniblivl otetleW ad? to 
te han .roliniweekA ersyedall bao ermoawO gaibliet of} Yo bas del 
vit ni yalyise teed aed oll sstiiarooD eisysqxaT betsiMa odd P Ba 


6 siduanh 41 vised! matojas? bind Jzs800 estnie mig 

east L ers) To ite shines f~)asty viao off) siwiaoull isl : 1% | 
feel Bf onvl no soda wii, oti mrvod eaw Sh 

tox ~ add efabitd aniavsns) bonus bas gntduintd sviaytrornes eA |G) a : 


ett YA slind ai ytiayanitos dt to rotomiady odi o8 laubivibai sd? to 4 
ei tot evowl aued cud sodyawliM yotaatged yrev oid mort sigosg =f 
shi wt ; Sater fi yitoibar Sy'roaitios a SBeeTQoig s‘risav19en03 * F bf 
along edt do s6brroqor optel A .2omod to vite a ea bas eeantilrebae 
ered “ott limit eistd ai ee bate ersitios -cita9 edt to alashnosesh a 
brea Meow wrad aislT obey; ytinwimetoo Yo sista tiodd of ddgis 4 a 
exorgorg fovnitaes «At 107 woitabmwel bifoe addi mot itist Jesth. 

“gtieuainns edd 2 


Wo ajnerstat bea eaitivitos od? one boiwwVY .tau0M WT tana 
euniiio diiw solpewibhe to yottette ynisifoarqg & AagUOM AT) a 
inihe oiiduq snoteiger oafg At ofw oudsvA nienosslW tesW.s db 
ssuntl ynthasinive ng bevel 4 eH ycioD reer Wt 9 
turests odd 10 tater bate an udivise wou et bag vole 
of Has « mid of mod wv zat wirestroqgO sta iW to 
eeob you »sinoqeot Tqmoky chee -tovs eed of toitlw oF F 
omogiay eit To stgontt oon I lewaaaee 8ft Yo rode a 038 
hex @ at Feu 2 b0Gt A finqA , 
sin mody to ded Jano (tsi) guilD bee MWe 
5 at of otte¥ oT bounowh woe sia bras a We ni 
exw odw dns dobent® Yo woe @ ef state eid? ,bagltial | 
ebay avinia J oult « imoo #6 baa, 
ferteslo irs! ops ah 


prin ypiine Fe A paw ae 
i Bt *% 
eanoy tabel cist ot i aa [ 


oF. a 
ai? 
fos 


184 WISCONSIN 


was employed by the city of Milwaukee as veterinary inspector. 
He married Clara tistor, a daughter of Charles Pistor, who was 
born in Germany and came to Wisconsin in 1848, the year in which 
the state was admitted to the Union. He located in Kewaunee, 
where he conducted a general store and there he served as a justice 
of the peace for many years. It was in Kewaunee that his daughter, 
Mrs. Mount, was born, and she passed away in Milwaukee in July, 
1940, having for about a year survived her husband, who died in 
1939. They were the parents of two sons, of whom Dr. Stuart C. 
Mount is a graduate of the Chicago Veterinarian College. For the 
past twenty years he has been with the city of Milwaukee as assistant 
chief of the food division of the city health department. 

Herbert L. Mount acquired his early education in the public 
schools of his native city, attending the Greenbush Street and the 
Second Avenue schools, while in 1921 he was graduated from the 
South Division high school. He next attended Marquette University, 
‘where he won his law degree in 1925 and immediately thereafter he 
began the practice of his chosen profession, recognizing from the 
outset that suecess at the bar depends upon close application, thor- 
oughness and determination. Utilizing those qualities, he has since 
made steady advancement. At various times he has been called to 
publie positions of trust and responsibility. In 1930 he was appointed 
secretary of the Wisconsin Compensation Insurance Board, on which 
he served for two years, and in 1935 he was named special counsel 
for the Wisconsin Tax Commission, while in 1937 by Governor Philip 
IF. La Follette he was appointed to the commission, on which he 
served for two and a half years. While acting as commissioner he 
wrote the decision which compelled the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company to pay income taxes on long distance business in 
Wisconsin. His decision in the appeal of the Northern States Power 
Company, involving substantial income tax returns, was sustained 
by the United States Supreme Court. 

With his retirement from the commission in 1939 Mr. Mount 
resumed the private practice of law in Milwaukee, where he has 
been accorded a large clientele, and that he is well qualified to handle 
intricate and involved legal problems is indicated in the successful 
results that have followed his handling of such cases. In 1938-39 
he was a member of the Wisconsin Commission on Interstate Cooper- 
ation, and he was appointed assistant public administrator in the 
court of County Judge C. A. Hansen, in which capacity he is still 
serving. He has membership in the Milwaukee County Bar Associ- 
ation, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association. 

Outside of professional ranks Mr. Mount has been very active 
and helpful. He was a member of the speakers bureau for the Com- 
munity Fund drives, for the Red Cross and the War Bond drives, 
and he has a way of presenting his cause clearly and forcefully to 
the public, who appreciate his straightforward and enlightening 
statements. He belongs to St. John’s Episcopal Church, served as 
one of its vestrymen for several years and is a member of the 
diocesan youth commission. In Masonic circles he has a very wide 
acquaintance. He is a member and a past master of Wauwatosa 
Lodge No. 267, F. & A. M., and is now serving as grand master of 
the Masonic Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. He has attained the thirty- 
second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and is a second lieutenant 
commander of Wisconsin Consistory and marshal of Tripoli Temple, 
A. A. O. N. M. S. He likewise has membership with the Elks and 
the Eagles. At all times he stands for civic progress and develop- 
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ment and has supported the Progressive party in state politics. In 
1944 he was a candidate for the office of mayor, making his canvass 
on a five plank platform, which embraced transportation improvement 
and development, lower taxes, postwar planning based on home 
building and industrial development, control of juvenile delinquency 
by moral as well as legal methods and a revision of state income tax 
distribution with a savings to the taxpayers. 

Mr. Mount married Isabelle Dvorak, a native of Milwaukee, and 
they have four daughters: Cynthia, aged fourteen; Charlotte, thir- 
teen years of age; Judith, six; and Priscilla, a little maiden of four 
summers, all with their parents at the family home, 434 North 
Fiftieth Street. Mr. Mount finds his recreational interest in hunting 
ee fishing and he owns and operates a small farm northwest of 

e city. 


St, ELIZABETH’S HOSPITAL, one of the institutions of which 
Appleton is justly proud, was established on November 19, 1899, 
the feast of St. Elizabeth, when three Franciscan Sisters of the St. 
Clara province, St. Louis, Missouri, arrived in Appleton for the 
purpose of establishing a hospital, now known as St. Elizabeth’s. 

The Little home, now located at 110 East Fremont Street, was 
at that time a part of the old residence which was converted into a 
nursing home. Although the facilities were very limited in the 
beginning the Sisters carried on with firm and courageous spirit. 
In their crowded quarters they continued their work until a new 
hospital could be erected, this being dedicated in May, 1901. The 
new building could accommodate fifty patients, and thus the work 
of the institution gradually grew and developed. 

As Appleton and the neighboring towns grew in population and 
the demand for hospital facilities increased another building was 
erected in 1924, with two hundred and twenty-four rooms, making 
it possible to accommodate from four to five thousand patients 
annually. The institution has been steadily developed in accordance 
with the latest improved scientific methods, meeting fully every 
modern demand and becoming of vital worth not only to Appleton 
but to a large surrounding territory, patients coming from far dis- 
tances. The present staff consists of sixty-five physicians and sur- 
geons, thirty-five nurses and thirty-eight Franciscan Sisters, and 
the care here rendered the patients is the expression of the most 
modern methods. 

The new building exemplifies the perfection of hospital con- 
struction in every detail. The heating and laundry plants are 
separate units from the main building. The diet kitchens, bakeries, 
refrigerating plants are on the ground floor, where are also located 
a complete X-Ray department, clinical laboratories and the electro- 
therapeutical department, which are all modernly equipped. In 19387 
a suction pressure therapy unit was purchased and in 1944 a whirl- 
pool was likewise added to the physical therapy department. The 
operating rooms, five in number, are also thoroughly equipped with 
every instrument and device known to present-day surgery. These 
are situated on the fourth floor, together with the sterilizing rooms 
and supply rooms. There are three elevators in the building, en- 
abling the patients to be removed easily from one floor to another 
with the least possible discomfort. The administrative offices and the 
dispensary are also on the first floor, near the lobby. 

The old hospital building is now being used as a maternity 
hospital and is supplied with every modern convenience for the 
care of mother and child. In 1943 twelve hundred and fifty-nine 
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patients were cared for in this department alone. The building is 
connected with the new hospital and the most advanced methods 
are here in evidence. 

About one-fourth of the work of the hospital is charity and part- 
pay. From the beginning this institution has thus extended a help- 
ing hand to those needing aid and has rendered a service to the 
community the value of which can scarcely be overestimated. In 
the forty-five years of its existence St. Elizabeth’s Hospital of Apple- 
ton has remained an institution of which the city and the state can 
well be proud. Step by step it has kept pace with the advance in 
medical and surgical procedure and in nursing care, achieving results 
that are highly satisfactory, as shown by its continually increasing 
patronage. In sharp contrast to the original Little building used is the 
spacious and substantial structure of the present, occupying a fine 
location and surrounded by large and well kept grounds, improved 
with modern landscaping. The thirty-eight Sisters of the institu- 
tion are carrying on the work in accordance with the high purposes 
and traditions of their Order, to which Appleton is indebted for one 
of its most worthwhile public achievements. The Mother House of 
the Franciscan Sisters of St. Clara Province is St. Anthony’s Hospital 
at St. Louis, Missouri. 


Dr. JOHN J. PINK, who in his practice gives particular attention 
to internal medicine and whose high position in professional circles 
is indicated in the fact that he was chosen for the presidency of the 
Milwaukee Academy of Medicine in 1942, is a partner in the well 
established firm of Gray, Taylor & Pink. Born in Oconomowoc, Wau- 
kesha County, Wisconsin, May 26, 1896, he is a son of Dr. John J. 
and Lizzie (Fay) Pink. The father, who was born in Canada, was 
of Seotch descent. He came to Wisconsin about 1888 and died in 
Oconomowoc in 1916, after practicing veterinary surgery there for 
a number of years. His wife, who is a native of this state, is still 
living in Oconomowoc. She comes of English ancestry and her father 
was one of the early railway men of Wisconsin. In the family of 
Doctor and Mrs. John J. Pink were but two children, the daughter 
being Fay, now the wife of J. H. Copeland and a resident of Daven- 
port, Iowa. 

In the schools of Oconomowoc, Dr. John J. Pink pursued his pre- 
liminary education until graduated from high school there, while 
later he attended the University of Wisconsin, where he gained his 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1918. He had carefully considered his 
future and felt that he wished to make the practice of medicine his 
life work, so he enrolled as a student in Rush Medical College of 
Chicago, where he completed his course and was graduated with the 
class of 1921. He served his interneship in Columbia Hospital in 
Milwaukee, after which he began practice here in connection with 
two well established physicians, forming the firm of Gray, Taylor 
& Pink, and the relation has since been continued. Doctor Pink’s 
course has been a progressive one, for he is a man of ready adapta- 
bility and he has ever kept in touch with the trend of modern profes- 
sional thought and procedure. He is a member of the American 
Medical Association, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, is active 
in the Milwaukee Society of Internal Medicine and in 1942 was 
elected to the presidency of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine. 
He has always worked earnestly to promote advancement and to up- 
hold the highest standards among the medical men of the city, and 
his own ethical practice has commanded the respect and confidence 
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of his colleagues and contemporaries in the profession. The Doctor 
is also well known as a member of the University Club. 

In 1924 Doctor Pink was united in marriage to Miss Beatrice 
Hogan, of Madison, Wisconsin, a daughter of John IF. and Martha 
(Jones) Hogan. She is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, 
where she won her degree of Bachelor of Science in sociology with 
the class of 1920. Doctor and Mrs. Pink now have a family of two 
children, Patricia and John J. IIL. 


Dr. DENIS PHILIP GUZZETTA ‘is a Milwaukee physician, the son 
of a physician and the associate of three brothers and a brother- 
in-law who are also practicing medicine and surgery, so that the 
family name is closely associated with active professional interests 
of Wisconsin. His father, Dr. Philip Guzzetta, was born in Sicily, 
Italy, February 19, 1871, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Dionisio Guzzetta, 
the former a teacher in the schools of Sicily, where he spent his 
entire life. Following his death his widow came to the United 
States, but later returned to Sicily, where she spent her last days. 

Dr. Philip Guzzetta attended school in his native land, being 
graduated from the University of Palermo in 1896, at which time 
the M. D. degree was conferred on him. He practiced in his native 
town of Piana de Greci until 1898, when he crossed the Atlantic 
and for ten months remained in New York City, there studying the 
English language and acquainting himself with the customs of this 
country. Arriving in Milwaukee in 1905, he here resumed his medi- 
cal practice, making a specialty of the treatment of rheumatism. 
He was of the Catholic faith and died in 1941. His wife in her 
maidenhood was Antonina La Piana, whom he married in Sicily, and 
they had a family of six children, the three eldest born in Sicily 
and the three youngest in Milwaukee. Josephine is now the wife of 
Dr. Fred Kretlow, a member of the Guzzetta firm of doctors. He 
won his M. D. degree at Marquette University, began practicing in 
Milwaukee and became a member of the staff of the Misericordia 
Hospital but is now serving in the medical corps of the United 
States Army, holding the rank of captain. Denis Philip is the 
second of the family. Dr. Mareus Guzzetta won his Bachelor of 
Arts and his M. D. degrees at Northwestern University and then 
joined his father in active practice in Milwaukee. He was made a 
member of the staff of St. Mary’s Hospital of this city, and he is 
now serving with the rank of major in the Medical Corps of the 
army, having been stationed in Iceland for two years. Dr. Vincent 
Guzzetta, the fourth member of the family, is a graduate of Loyola 
University and he took postgraduate work at Tulane University in 
New Orleans. He specializes in the treatment of diseases of the 
eye, ear, nose and throat and he is consultant in all the leading hos- 
pitals of Milwaukee. Dr. Philip C., who won his professional degree 
at Marquette University in 1938 is now a lieutenant commander in 
the navy, stationed in the Hawaiian Islands. He interned at the 
Milwaukee County Hospital and he has now been a member of the 
Medical Corps of the navy for the past five years. Bdward Guzzetta, 
the youngest of the family, a medical technician, is an associate of 
Guzzetta Brothers and is now attending Northwestern Military 
Academy. There are also ten grandchildren, three boys and seven 
girls, in the family of Dr. and Mrs. Philip Guzzetta. 

Returning to the personal history of Dr. Denis Philip Guzzetta, 
it is learned that he was born in 1901 and was graduated from the 
North Division high school of Milwaukee with honors when but 


¥ 1 ‘ ; : F . ) 
- 2 ; Me om 
, ” ‘ ary,” 
* per  Wegagoos we 


4oi000 ofT .noleestoag ot 7 winneograsiies bes a og eirl o ; 
dul yiivasvin sdf to awdeton 8 ean won How oals at | 

Hides iM of syatign of belinw eaw Anil sofsod BSel nl 
eahioM ine /d eto’ We aeiigueh 8 .tiecoseiW dtoribeM to ,reyoH 
dienooet ¥ to UWierevi will Yo staubery a ai of .cegoHl (eonok) | 
Hiiw yooloisoy at so0se To olaitoxtl Yo corgeb aed now onde giedw ” 
ow) lo vlinml « oved won anid ih bie sols0d .OS@L ‘to eealo off} OR) 

‘ Ait 2 acol bite atoltiad ssotblids ~9- 


ioe aft uteloiegdq sofgngliM ¢ et atraxsud sind amd .ad 
adios « hued exadioad eal? fo olaisoaen ond bas aazinlerdq 2 To) 
ait tad? o2 wuss bath onigifeot galoitossq cela ota orfw wala O® 
ajooty ici lantoleototy avitea diiw besemerza Yloeols ef amen ylima® | 

lini ui awd kew eibsaeu) qiiad vel ~«odiat aif $= .ninuooelW Bo 
ittessnd vigigortl 2cif bia al do aoa a [Vel Ol yiswidet ,ylait 


vio aid ai beotiontg off said uo borilaos exw sorgeb . .M en} 

sagt oft boseoie of nate, .20CL bijnu. tos1D gb suail Yo awed — 
et} giibute ered iit) uot wer ai heaiaawt adiaom wel qr baa 

ait Yo exnoteue odd dw Horta? yutinisupod bas ogadganl deilgadl ~@ 
ben aid beatest oued of GG ai oulgewliM ai gaivigé .eaiaued oe 
tuitsowmed’ 14. sasntieot Ait To vileidix)4 “S ant ,siJontq lad | oe 
ved st siiw atl .TeRT ni both bere ddict oilodjinl sdf lo aaw SH 7a 
bas .viisit ai bettie: of reodw wool al ecinotitA saw boodasbiag” 17 
Wisi® ai oaod deable soudd 44) sosblids zie Yo vlimat » ‘bad . 


havin) oti to 2709 lueihom oof at gnivioe won ef jud [adi Bes 5: 
of) ot gilt einsd .ateiqe> io Anat od? paiblod A 6 “Aer 


cot bee Vitwewiad staeowdto tm eseTg9) . aA” | 
2 dha saw 6H otdeawlt nt sofia ovitoe mi todjat aid boatoy, OF 
ai ad be ,etio eet) Lo lgtiqgo sy te 32 ‘to Tisie on? To" Cie 
tt Yo ete") Tsiholk ms in adtem Yo dont odd diiw gaivies wom Dy 
tanvouiT st wre owt 1Y insiool ai beaoitele aosd gaived yore 979 
sluynt ko oteariory » 2i ellen odd to sodarsnr diwwot odd 23 


ti etierverin snptgt fs yom aibubst doo} of bua ytiewy 
sc 30 euegueifs $s habohasal i aiatonce oH pala ‘ 
-ul ga@ibaol od? ily ai dugtloaads 21 of bas dso? bag s2om ta9 Sy 


a 


eingoh fadoieasjoug att now ofa 2 aitidd T° cedunw u die, ve 
fi wabastmmmo Histssasil ted BB 2 BS hin pe stioupreaMgia 
ofl Js benisinl 6M ebenl+l adiinwell off nt bonoltate \yvantada 
adt to odor p deed you esr od boa fadiqaol xiawoD sodvawit — 
Mire) (ninth sett in hen 10% > ot Yo & 
Yo Gieiovsen wa a .teioiod4ed lesthoor fivnat sift To 
vrnidil osteewdiie ynifitetia wor ei boa e# 
qevex bis evod sen .wovblidotasty ao} orf ota 
.aai9 quid walt dna Ad to ¥ 
ates qiitt aiaetl 2G to Mpa Ianoerteq ‘orit 
| #9 (nott botavbarh aew has L00f et wrod enw od dail: 
tud aedw etonod ditiw sodenwtiM aris id 


ad 


waa . Gi 125 
lu » ‘ [ ts r é mise —-_ 
oi 7 a4) Li 1,’ (ot ue Pee 
one WOOP a - ; MNS hid Tae 


188 WISCONSIN 


sixteen years of age. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Harvard University as a member of the class of 1922 and completed 
his medical course there in 1926. He spent two years in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan Hospital as interne and resident physician, 
and in 1926-27 he engaged in the general practice of medicine and 
surgery in Los Angeles, California, which proved a valuable experi- 
ence for the young physician. He then joined his father in practice 
in Milwaukee, where he has since remained. He is a member of the 
staff of Misericordia Hospital and is a consulting physician for 
other leading hospitals and at all.times he keeps in touch with the 
trend of modern professional progress resulting from wide research 
and investigation. He is a member of the Harvard Club of Milwaukee 
and for a number of years has been a member of the Milwaukee 
polo team. His religious faith and that of the other members of 
the family is in accord with the teachings of the Catholic church. 
In 1989 the Guzzetta brothers erected a most modern and beautifully 
arranged medical office building, planned especially for the five mem- 
bers of the Guzzetta firm, and their work as practitioners has gained 
them wide and enviable reputation in the medical circles of Milwaukee 
and the state. 

Sculpturing has been a hobby of Mr. Guzzetta, and when time 
was more plentiful he enjoyed sculpturing in the way of recreation 
and found some satisfaction in exhibiting at the Milwaukee Art 
Institute in the exhibits held by the Wisconsin Artists and Painters. 
He also enjoys passing some time playing several musical instru- 
ments. 


SOUTH KAUKAUNA DAIRY COMPANY, which has become inter- 
nationally known as the manufacturer of the Kaukauna Klub cheese, 
was organized in 1917 by Hubert Fassbender, who first operated a 
milk plant, shipping milk and cream to Chicago. In 1933 he re- 
modeled the entire plant, rebuilding a portion of it and started the 
manufacture of processed cheese, which is put up in attractive 
earthen jars of different sizes that are seen in almost every high 
class store over the country. The trade name is Kaukauna Klub, 
and among his other products are the Hickory Smoke and Appetizer 
cheeses. He also manufactures natural cheese, which is put up in 
half-pound and pound packages and this, too, is sold throughout the 
country, while in normal times he has a considerable export trade. 

At the establishment of the business in 1917 Mr. Fassbender 
employed but one man and today his employes number fifty-four, 
which is indicative of the steady development of his patronage. His 
plant is fifty-two by one hundred and eighteen feet and three stories 
in height. It is perfectly equipped and cleanliness, sanitation and 
orderliness are its pronounced characteristics. Mr. Fassbender 
started to learn cheese making when but fourteen years of age in a 
plant on his father’s farm and is now one of the largest individual 
cheese producers in this section of the state. The officials of the com- 
pany, aside from Mr. Fassbender as president, are Gertrude Fass- 
bender, vice president; Mabel Fassbender, secretary; and Goldie Bay, 
treasurer. 

Hubert Fassbender was born in Ellington township, Outagamie 
County, Wisconsin, April 30, 1875. His father, Peter Fassbender, 
was born in Prussia, Germany, December 22, 1838, and came to the 
United States in 1856, settling first in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, 
while later he purchased land in Ellington township and there began 
farming. Several years before his death he retired from active con- 
nection with agricultural interests and removed to Appleton, where 
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his remaining days were passed. He was active in community affairs, 
serving as chairman of the town board and in other local offices. 
He married Elizabeth Nettekoven, who was born in Germany, near 
the French border. They became the parents of seven children, of 
whom four are yet living. 

Hubert Fassbender was the sixth in order of birth in that family 
and after pursuing his education in the district schools of his home 
neighborhood he began working at cheese making on his father’s 
farm. It was in 1914 that he removed to Appleton and in 1917 he 
began business on his own account by selling milk and cream to 
the Chicago market. This led to the development of the present 
extensive business which he now owns and controls, and his success 
is indicated in the fact that his trade connections now cover many 
sections of the country. To attain perfection in cheese manufactur- 
ing has ever been the activating motive of his life and he has pro- 
ceeded far toward that goal. He has just purchased the Congrega- 
tional church building, which property adjoined his premises. The 
structure is being changed to make space for storage and later he 
intends to again remodel the building for cold storage purposes. 

Mr. Fassbender married Miss Anna Schammer, a daughter of 
Carl and Carlotta Schammer. The children of this marriage are: 
Clement, who died at the age of four months; Mabel, born May 24, 


1907, and a graduate of the Appleton high school, while later she 


attended Lake Forest Academy at Lake Forest, Illinois; Gertrude, 
who was born July 28, 1909, and after graduating from the Apple- 
ton high school attended Rosary College of River Forest, Tlinois. 
The family residence is in Appleton, where Mr. Fassbender has 
membership in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. He also belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus, the Benevolent. and Protective Order of Elks 
and the Rotary Club. Mrs. Fassbender died in 1927. 


JOHN FAWCETT TYRRELL, who is an internationally known expert 
document examiner and photographer, has his offices at 312 Hast 
Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee, and has been a resident of Wis- 
consin since six years of age. He was born in Melbourne, Australia, 
January 18, 1861. His parents had been residents of Detroit, Michi- 
gan, and were in Australia for only a few years. The father, a 
descendant of the Norman branch of the Tyrrell family—de Tierel-— 
was born in Arklow, Ireland, Christmas day, 1812. He came to 
America in 1847. His wife was of the old English family of Fawcett. 
Leaving Australia shortly before the close of the War between the 
States, they returned to America by way of Liverpool, England, after 
an ocean voyage of three months without sight of land. They estab- 
lished their home in Milwaukee, May 10, 1866. 

Reared in Milwaukee, John Fawcett Tyrrell attended a public 
grammar school and afterward a Lutheran school, to which his 
parents sent him that he might learn the German language. After 
several minor employments he started in to provide for his own 
support, October, 1883, as an employe in the home office of The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, where he continued 
until July, 1928, nearly forty-five years later. At this time he 
resigned to give his entire time to document investigation, the validity 
or otherwise, of documents the authenticity of which was in question. 

In the pursuit of what was to become his chosen profession his 
first court case was in behalf of a client.of Mr. Peter Fisher, Kenosha 
County district attorney, October, 1892. Increasingly his services 
were required; in 1899 he was called to New York as a handwriting 
witness in the since celebrated trial, State of New York against 
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Molineux. The New York Journal account of the trial referred to 
Mr. Tyrrell as the “Wizard,” because of his ability as an illustrator. 
He has been called upon to testify in twenty-nine states of the Union 
in addition to calls for document investigation from many other 
states, thus he has become known throughout the country and abroad 
as a questioned document examiner. More recent cases are: Leopold 
and Loeb, Chicago, for kidnapping and murder of Bobby Franks; 
Magnusen Bomb trial at Wisconsin Rapids; Richard Hauptmann, 
Lindbergh baby kidnapping; Allis Chalmers C. I. O. election fraud. 
Some of his experiences have been noticed in the German, English 
and Indian press. The cases in which he has participated exceed 
two thousand. 

Mr. Tyrrell’s laboratory is equipped with up-to-date facilities 
for scientific investigation. Several cameras, numerous lenses and 
accessories provide equipment for scientific photography, and in 
certain cases the ultra violet and infra red rays. The hbrary con- 
‘tains the best books collectible in an experience of fifty years; some 
not so good. 

Such work becomes highly important in connection with the 
administration of justice, in demonstrating facts relating to docu- 
ments in dispute. Notable progress in this field has been made 
through the application of the sciences to the discovery and proof 
of facts in handwriting, typewriting, ink, paper and other factors 
material to questions involved, greatly advanced and encouraged 
by improved laws and modern legal procedure. As a result of what 
has been accomplished in this field it is now possible to make a 
trial in which disputed documents are involved a judicially supervised 
scientific inquiry. 

For upwards of twenty years certain representatives of the 
document examiners’ profession had met together somewhat inform- 
ally, to discuss document investigation and the advancement of their 
profession. These meetings and other personal professional contacts 
resulted, in September 1942, in the organization of the American 
Society of Questioned Document Examiners, of which Mr. Tyrrell 
is the treasurer. Its president is Dr. Albert S. Osborn, of New York; 
vice president, James Clark Sellers, of Los Angeles; secretary, 
Elbridge Walter Stein, New York. 

Mr. Tyrrell bears testimony to the fact that forgery has come 
to be, proportionate to the risk involved, the easiest of accomplish- 
ment and the most profitable of crimes. The merchant who accepts 
a check from a stranger in order to affect a sale, and the gullibility 
of the public generally in believing that every check is the unques- 
tioned equivalent of cash, fall an easy victim to the phoney check 
vender. Records disclose that ninety percent of such forging would 
cease because unprofitable if due caution and common sense were 
exercised by the public. Check forging is, in reality, petty stuff 
compared to the artistic work of the upper tier of crooks, many 
of whom are accepted as ornamenting the society in which they earn 
their livelihood. Forgery and falsification is far more prevalent 
than is generally known. Respectable crooks who would scorn the 
bogus check crowd do not hesitate to take advantage of an opportun- 
ity to indulge:a fancied ability to imitate. Wills, deeds, notes, con- 
tracts, agreements, even birth certificates, marriage lines, and the 
records in the family Bible sometimes come under the scrutiny of 
the questioned document examiner. 

Because of his efficient cooperation with sheriffs and district 
attorneys Mr. Tyrrell was made an honorary member of the Wis- 
consin Association of District Attorneys and of the Wisconsin Sher- 
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iffs Association. He is likewise an honorary member of the Inter- 
national Association for Identification. He has membership in 
the Milwaukee chapter of Optomist International, and has the dis- 
tinction of holding its first life membership certificate. He belongs 
to the Milwaukee City Club and is a communicant of the First Baptist 
Church, in which he is serving as a trustee. He has been a life 
member of Kilbourn Lodge, No. 3, F. & A. M., for twenty-one years, 
and in November, 1944, he was awarded a certificate of fifty years 
service in the organization. 

John Tyrrell has one brother, Edward Robert Tyrrell, artist 
who was for many years a member of the Milwaukee Museum staff, 
formerly occupying a similar position with Field Museum, Chicago. 
He and his wife, the former Sara McKinley, are residents in Mil- 
waukee. 

John Tyrrell married Nellie Mary Sivyer, a native of Milwaukee, 
daughter of Edwin Henry and Ann (Woollard) Sivyer, members 
of an old and honored pioneer family of this state. Four brothers 
and a sister, Samuel, William, Henry, Joseph and Elizabeth Sivyer, 
leaving their home in one of the suburbs of London, Kneeland, came to 
the United States in 1834 and made Milwaukee their destination. 
Here on the site now occupied by the Marshall and Isley Bank, 
Charles Milwaukee Sivyer, Milwaukee’s first white boy, was born. 
The Sivyer Steel Casting Company was organized by Frederick 
Sivyer, son of William, and has since been one of the important 
industrial enterprises of the city. Mr. Tyrrell has two surviving 
daughters. Helen C., wife of Lieutenant Hugh Lloyd Davis, resides 
in Millbrae, California. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have two children, Joan 
Tyrrell, attending Stanford University, and Hugh Lloyd Jr., a high 
school attendant. Hélen C. attended Milwaukee Downer College and 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin. Shortly afterward she 
took a European trip, also visiting Egypt and the Holy Land. 

Mr. Tyrrell’s younger daughter, Anna Fawcett, with whom he 
makes his home in Fox Point, is the wife of Everett Nicholas Car- 
penter, president of Carpenter Bros., Inc., foundry supplies. The 
Carpenters have three children, Helen Tyrrell, Elizabeth Ann and 
John Everett. Helen and Betty attend Milwaukee Downer Seminary, 
and John, six, the Fox Point school. Anna Carpenter is a graduate 
of Chicago Art Institute, taking the three-year course in one year 
with honor, after which she was associated with her professoress 
and Mademoiselle Benati, French modeller in Chicago, as theatrical 
designers. Later, in Milwaukee, she was on the staff of Mrs. C. R. 
Gilman, fashionable interior decorator. Though busied with her 
interesting family and social and church affairs, she still retains 
her deep interest in the decorative arts. 


Dr. JOHN MCCABE, a Milwaukee physician who began the private 
practice of medicine in this city in 1927, and who is now president- 
elect of the Milwaukee County Medical Society, has his office at 4718 
West Lisbon Street. He was born in Waupaca, Wisconsin, March 8, 
1895, and is a son of Richard and Mary (Thomas) McCabe, also 
natives of this state. His paternal grandfather, Richard McCabe, 
came from Ireland to the new world and settled in Fond du Lac 
County in the early 1860s, being one of the pioneer farmers of that 
district. His death occurred in 1900. His son and namesake, Richard 
McCabe, also took up farming, which he followed in Waupaca County 
for some years. He died in 1936. His wife was a daughter of John 
Thomas, who came to Wisconsin in young manhood from Wales, his 
native land. Doctor McCabe has one brother and two sisters, the 
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eldest being Leorr, who became a member of the United States Navy 
during the first World War and has since continued in the service, 
being now on active duty in connection with World War II. The sis- 
ters are Mrs. Marie Schumacher, living in Milwaukee; and Mrs. 
John Hanson, who resides on a farm near Neenah, Winnebago 
County, Wisconsin. 

Doctor McCabe completed his public school education in Waupaca, 
where he was graduated from high school, after which he enlisted 
for military service, becoming a member of an infantry regiment 
of the Thirty-second Division. He joined the army as a private, was 
advanced to the rank of second lieutenant and was afterward trans- 
ferred to the Twenty-ninth Division and later promoted to first leu- 
tenant. He served for fifteen months overseas. 

After returning to this country and receiving his discharge from 
the army, Doctor McCabe entered Marquette University as a medical 
student and won his professional degree at his graduation as a mem- 
ber of the class of 1926. He was then assigned to duty as interne 
in Milwaukee Hospital and afterward spent a year in the City 
Emergency Hospital, where he gained broad and valuable experience, 
coming in contact with all kinds of cases. Thus with excellent pre- 
liminary training he began the private practice of medicine in Mil- 
waukee in 1927 and has maintained an office on the west side during 
practically all the intervening time. His work has received public 
endorsement, as shown by his constantly increasing patronage, and 
that he has the confidence and good will of his fellow physicians is 
indicated in the fact that he was elected to the presidency of 
the Milwaukee County Medical Society for the term from December, 
1943, to December, 1944. He also belongs to the Milwaukee Academy 
of Medicine, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association, and he previously served as secretary of the 
County Society before being elected president. His membership con- 
nections likewise include Uptown Unit No. 400 of the American 
Legion and the Wisconsin Club. 

In 1926 Doctor McCabe was united in marriage to Miss Margaret 
Burke, who is of Irish lineage, both of her grandfathers having been 
born on the Emerald Isle. She is a native of Milwaukee and a daugh- 
ter of Edward J. and Catherine (Callahan) Burke. Her father was 
a lawyer of Milwaukee and also served as a judge. He died in 1937, 
while his widow still remains a resident of Milwaukee. Doctor and 
Mrs. McCabe are the parents of four children: John Jr., who is now 
attending Marquette University high school; Richard, Rosemary and 
Robert. 


HENRY C. FULLER SrR., who has the degree of Chartered Life 
Underwriter, is now special agent of The Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of Milwaukee. While widely known in insurance 
circles, he is equally widely known through his connection with civic 
and public interests, especially those that promote the higher stand- 
ards of citizenship. His activities along that line have continued for 
many years and have been of far-reaching and beneficial effect. He 
is a veteran of the first World War, and he merits the distinction 
of being accounted one of the most esteemed and representative 
residents of Wisconsin. 

A native of this state, Mr. Fuller was born in Whitewater, Wal- 
worth County, May 10, 1891, a son of Joseph Earnst and Alberta 
(Tubbs) Fuller, both of whom are still living in Whitewater. Both 
are natives of Wisconsin and are of English descent. His ancestor 
Dr. Samuel Fuller, on the paternal side, came to America on the 
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Mayflower and on his maternal side Samuel Henry Sr. served at 
Valley orge under Matthew ‘thornton, who was one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence. Seth B. Fuller, grandfather 
of Henry C. Fuller, was born in Rome, New York, January 10, 1842, 
and was a lad of about fourteen years when in 1855 the family came 
to Wisconsin, making the journey by way of the water route. They 
settled first in Algonquin, Illinois, but after eleven years removed 
in 1866 to Rome, Jefferson County, where in 1870 Seth B. Fuller 
was united in marriage to Miss Julia Loetz. He had _ previously 
served four years as a soldier in the Civil War, going to the front 
as a member of the Second Wisconsin Cavalry. 

Joseph Earnst Fuller, son of Seth B. and Julia (Loetz) Fuller, 
was born in Rome, Jefferson County, in 1870 and in Jefferson, that 
county, he was married in 1890 to Alberta Tubbs, who was born in 
Cold Spring township, a daughter of Abraham Tubbs, who was a 
member of the Second Wisconsin Heavy Artillery for four years 
during.the miiitary conflict between the states. He was a son of 
Samuel Henry Tubbs and his wife, Sara Henry Tubbs, the latter a 
woman of especially brilliant attainments, who was a school teacher 
and displayed exceptional ability in mathematics. The great-grand- 
parents of Mr. Fuller in the Tubbs line came to Wisconsin with their 
family in 1846, settling in Jefferson County, where Samuel Henry, 
Jr. took up Government land on which no clearing had been done. 
Cutting away the timber, he converted the place into a productive 
tract and he kept adding to his possession until he was an extensive 
land owner in that section of the state. He was a warm personal 
friend of W. D. Hoard, prominent dairyman and afterward gov- 
ernor of Wisconsin. Mr. Henry developed a fine stock farm on which 
he raised imported thorough-bred horses and cattle and he ¢on- 
tributed in large measure toward making Jefferson County one of 
the outstanding stock raising districts in the United States. Sug- 
gestions of Samuel Henry Jr., to Governor Hoard, his intimate 
friend, led to Governor Hoard’s own expanding interest in promoting 
Wisconsin dairy interests to its present rating, “The Dairyland of 
America.” 

The Fuller and Tubbs families were united through the marriage 
of Joseph Earnst Fuller and Alberta Tubbs and they became parents 
of five children, of whom Henry C. is the eldest. All are yet living. 
Fannah, the second of the family, is a graduate of the Whitewater 
Normal and also of the University of Wisconsin, where she won the 
Bachelor of Arts degree, while she received her Master’s degree from 
Cornell University, where she specialized in foreign languages. She 
was attached to the American embassy in Mexico and she was an inter- 
preter for delegates to the International Exposition held in San Diego, 
California. While with the Federal Bureau of Censorship, San An- 
tonio, Texas, she sustained an accident that has left her an invalid 
and she is now with her parents in Whitewater. Iva Candace, the 
third of the family, is a graduate of the Whitewater State Teachers 
College and won her Master’s degree at Columbia University of New 
York. She is now a teacher in the schools of Whitefish Bay. Emery 
Bradley Fuller, the second son, has been a teacher in the schools of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for eighteen years. He received his Bache- 
lor of Arts degree on completing a course in manual arts in Stout In- 
stitute, Wisconsin, and the Master’s degree was conferred on him by 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1933. Addison Frank Fuller, who 
completes the family, graduated in both the principals of the com- 
mercial courses at the Whitewater State Teachers College and gained 
his B.A. degree from the University of Wisconsin. Formerly he en- 
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gaged in teaching and he is now with The Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company in the policy change department. 

Henry C. Fuller Sr. began his education in the Whitewater schools, 
being graduated from the high school in 1910. He was working as a 
railway mail clerk while pursuing his college courses. He attended the 
Whitewater State Teachers College in 1911 and while making the run 
between Whitewater and other points his brother would bring him the 
next day’s study outline, he receiving the assignment when his train 
pulled into Whitewater. When his route was changed so that he made 
a run into Milwaukee he transferred to the Milwaukee State Teachers 
College in 1912 and when his route was again changed he gave up 
college work for a time, but in 1916 entered the University of Wis- 
consin, still carrying on simultaneously as a railway mail clerk, and 
where he studied until he entered military service in June, 1917. He 
was commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry in the Officers 
Reserve Corps November 26, 1917, and went to France, being assigned 
for further study in the Infantry Specialists School at Langres, Haute 
Marne, where he was graduated on the 14th of April, 1918. Afterward 
he served as divisional instructor in observation and sniping with the 
Thirtieth and Seventy-seventh Divisions of the American Expedition- 
ary Forces. He was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant on the 
battlefield by Major General Edward M. Lewis. He was wounded in 
action at Gellicourt, having been shot through the upper left lung 
September 29, 1918, after which he was hospitalized in Europe and 
in this country, covering a period of three years. A piece of shrapnel 
had penetrated his chest on the left side and lodged in his back, break- 
ing three ribs and causing other injuries from which infection devel- 
oped, so that he required medical and surgical care for a long period, 
but his previous outdoor exercise and well spent life, together with 
the sturdy constitution that he had inherited from a rugged ancestry, 
enabled him to survive. He received his discharge with one hundred 
per cent disability from Fitzsimmons General Hospital in Denver, 
Colorado, September 14, 1921. 

Mr. Fuller then returned to the University of Wisconsin to com- 
plete his education and received his Bachelor of Science degree from 
the School of Commerce in 1924. He also devoted a year to study in 
the law school of the State University. ; 

Turning to the field of insurance, Mr. Fuller became agent for The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and in 1934 he received 
from the American College of Life Underwriters the professional 
degree of Chartered Life Underwriter, which is similar to the honor 
given doctors by the American College of Physicians and Surgeons. 
He was the first of the Home Office agents of the Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company to receive the C.L.U. degree and he organized 
and taught the first classes in insurance, in preparation for the twenty 
hour C.L.U. examinations at the University of Wisconsin. These 
classes include life insurance fundamentals, life insurance psychology 
and salesmanship, general sales strategy and psychology and a special 
sales course for the sales staff, and all students in these courses while 
Mr. Fuller was an instructor there were college graduates. He also 
ereated and conducted the only educational course ever held by the 
Milwaukee Association of Life Underwriters. In 1942 the State Board 
of Vocational Guidance asked Mr. Fuller to initiate and serve as the 

first circuit instructor to introduce to the life insurance fraternity 
of the state his courses on insurance. He declined to accept the 
assignment but he had the satisfaction of seeing his courses adopted 
as the standard of insurance instruction in Wisconsin. He is now 
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special agent for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, with offices at 721 East Mason Street in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Fuller married Miss Mary Caldwell, who was born at Arling- 
ton, Columbia County, Wisconsin, a daughter of Robert O. and Nettie 
(Wilson) Caldwell, who are natives of this state and are now living 
in Poynette. Mrs. Fuller is a graduate of the University of Wiscon- 
sin, where she won her B. A. degree in 1920 and she became a charter 
member of Kappa Delta sorority. She has been very active in club 
circles in Milwaukee and for two years served as president of the 
Beta Study Club, the oldest club in the city. Mr. and Mrs. Fuller have 
three children: Mary Jean, fourteen years of age, now attending the 
Shorewood high school; Margaret Ann, aged ten; and Henry Chester 
Fuller Jr., aged nine. 

Outside of business and home life the activities of Mr. Fuller have 
largely centered along those lines which have to do with progressive 
and constructive citizenship. He is a very active Legionaire, with 
membership in Alonzo Cudworth Post of Milwaukee, in which he 
served as chairman of its Americanization committee from 1983 to 
1937 and was second vice commander in 1934, while from 1934 to 
1936, inclusive, he was a delegate to the Legion state conventions. He 
was also executive director and secretary of the First “Badger Boys 
State,” which was initiated and sponsored by the Cudworth Post as a 
sort of laboratory training school in citizenship (a forty-ninth mythical 
state of the Union), the honor of attending going to a select group of 
boys in their junior year in high school. Meetings were held at St. 
John’s Military Academy, where every form of citizenship and office 
holding was taught through actual experience, the attendance being 
divided according to county attendance, after which officials were 
chosen for the regular town, county and state offices to serve during 
the eight days’ session of the “State.” This idea has been adopted by 
most of the State Legion organizations and has received the endorse- 
ment of Wisconsin’s governors, her chief justice and others who have 
higher appreciation for the value of teaching youth in the matter of 
citizenship. Mr. Fuller also compiled the list of dead of the first 
World War in Milwaukee County and he promoted the fabrication of 
the bronze plaque honoring the memory of those who had made the 
supreme sacrifice. 

’ While a student at the University of Wisconsin Mr. Fuller became 
a member of the Acacia fraternity, and was its president in 1923-24. 
He was also president of the alumni of this fraternity In Milwaukee 
from 1930 until 1936. He likewise has membership in Phi Alpha 
Delta, professional law fraternity, and was a member of the national 
inter-fraternity council in 1923 in New York City. His activity in- 
civie affairs has proven beneficial to the city. He served as division 
head of the downtown Milwaukee Community Fund in 1927, was 
colonel.of the Red Cross in 1934 and in 1942 and 1943 was a member 
of the community jury which selected Harry Grant of the Milwaukee 
Journal as the man who had rendered the most outstanding service 
to the community for the preceding year, and similarly Albert 8S. 
Puelicher in 1943. 

As a member of the Lions Club, Mr. Fuller served as deputy dis- 
trict governor from 1938 to 1940 and as president of the downtown 
Milwaukee Club in 1939-40. He is a member of the Milwaukee Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters, serving as its president in 1941-42, and 
a past president of the Milwaukee Chapter Society of Chartered Life 
Underwniters. He is a member of the national organization of the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, acting on its finance committee 
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from 1941 until 1944 and in 1944 and 1945 was its national director 
of Americanization. His activities have thus been broad and varied, 
touching the general interests of society, and at all times directed for 
the public good, with results that have been very beneficial and far 
reaching. 

ALBERT BERNARD WEISSENBORN, inventor and manufacturer who 
for many years ranked with America’s leading captains of industry, 
recognizing and improving opportunities that others passed heed- 
lessly by, did much to advance Appleton’s manufacturing interests as 
the president and general manager of the Appleton Wire Works and 
as one of the officials of the Tuttle Press Company. His dreams and 
visions became realities of practical worth in this work-a-day world 
and Appleton has profited greatly thereby. 

Mr. Weissenborn was a native of Newark, New Jersey, born Sep- 
tember 6, 1863. His father, Henry Weissenborn, was the third son of 
‘Henry Frederick Weissenborn, who was born in Saxony, Germany, 
in 1786 and became the construction engineer of the large iron works 
of Albruk and he was also known as the inventor of hot blast fur- 
naces. In 1844 he was requested by one of the Hohenzollerns to build 
extensive iron works at Siegmaringen on the Danube River and thus 
he became closely associated with industrial development in central 
Iiurope. He had a family of four sons—Herman, Gustavus, Henry 
and Edward—all of whom became notable figures in connection with 
engineering and industry. Gustavus and Henry Weissenborn were 
identified with Captain Ericson in the building of the famous iron- 
clad, the Monitor, the first ship of the kind used in the Civil War. 

Henry Weissenborn, father of Albert B. Weissenborn, was born 
in Albruk in the grand duchy of Baden, Germany, in 1825 and was 
educated for the profession of engineering. In young manhood he 
went to Italy to build ironworks for the Duke of Aosta and prior to 
the War Between the States he came to America and installed the first 
hot-blast furnace at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, which became the center 
of the steel industry of the country. 

Albert Bernard Weissenborn spent his boyhood days in New Jersey 
and when a young man went to Springfield, Massachusetts, where he 
was connected with the Cheney Bigelow Wire Works, thus gaining 
valuable experience along the line of business that was afterward to 
engage much of his time and attention. The year 1896 witnessed his 
arrival in Appleton, where, in connection with his brother-in-law, 
William Buchanan, he established the Appleton Wire Works, which 
was the first paper mill wire cloth plant in the Middle West. He was 
made the vice-president and general manager of the business and so 
continued until 1912, when he was elected to the presidency. He pos- 
sessed marked mechanical ingenuity and skill and was a prolific in- 
ventor, bringing out various devices. He secured many patents on his 
inventions and he designed most of the equipment now in the plant of 
the Appleton Wire Works and also much other machinery and equip- 
ment used in other manufacturing establishments. His inventive 
genius and keen business judgment were the vital forces that led to the 
steady development of the Appleton Wire Works and at the same time 
he was associated with other business enterprises, becoming the vice 
president of the Tuttle Press Company of Appleton and a director of 
the Northern Paper Mills at Green Bay, Wisconsin. He undoubtedly 
inherited mechanical tendencies but in developing his latent skill he 
took many forward steps in advance of his forbears and gained promi- 
nent position among the inventors and manufacturers of the upper 
Mississippi Valley. 
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Notwithstanding the many claims made upon him by his various 
business interests Mr. Weissenborn yet found time for active and 
helpful participation in the public affairs of his adopted city. He 
became a charter member of the Rotary Club of Appleton and he 
was a most liberal supporter of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion and of many civic projects which greatly benefited city and 
state. He was an exemplary member of All Saints Episcopal Church 
and was identified with the different Masonic bodies, attaining the 
thirty-second degree in the consistory, while as a Shriner of Tripoli 
Temple of Milwaukee he crossed the sands of the desert. 

On the Ist of October, 1884, Mr. Weissenborn married Eleanor 
Ann Gray, of London, England, who was born September 18, 1863, 
and who passed trom this life in Appleton September 8, 1906, when 
almost forty-three years of age. Their only child, a daughter, An- 
nette, is now the wife of Roy H. Purdy, the president of the Tuttle 
Press Company, mentioned elsewhere in this work. Mr. Weissen- 
born’s ‘life record covered a period of seventy-four years, his death 
occurring June 2, 1938. He was a man of generous impulses and of 
kindly nature, always considerate of the welfare and rights of 
others and he was particularly helpful to those in his employ. 
Cordial relations existed between them, and the fortieth anniversary 
of his connection with the Appleton Iron Works was made the 
oceasion of a fitting celebration by his employes, who expressed to 
him warm-hearted congratulations for what he had achieved, and 
showed their appreciation by following his example of industry, clase 
application and reliability. When he passed away the Wire Cloth 
Manufacturers Association, of which he was an honored and valued 
member, presented to his family a beautiful memorial, indicating his 
worth as a technician of superior ability and one who contributed 
much to the value of the industry of which he was a representative. 
He had lived in Appleton for forty-two years, respected as a business 
man and as a citizen, and loved and esteemed by his friends and 
associates. 


Roy H. Purpy is the president of the Tuttle Press Company of 
Appleton and is identified with various other business interests 
which feature largely in the commercial and industrial development 
of this section of the state and which have profited greatly bv his 
energy and enterprise and the sound judgment which he manifests 
in the control of business affairs. Born at Glen Ross in Ontario, 
Canada, March 25, 1890, he is a son of Dr. Adam B. and Nina (An- 
derson) Purdy and a grandson of Ira Purdy, also a Canadian by 
birth. Doctor Purdy took up the study of dentistry and won his 
D.D.S. degree on his graduation from the University of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, after which he engaged in the active practice of his profession 
until his death in 1921. He married Nina Anderson, who still sur- 
vives him and now makes her home in Appleton. She is a daughter 
of Mark and Mary Ann (Green) Anderson, the latter a daughter 
of Joseph and Jemima (Cain) Green, who were natives of Eng- 
land and on coming to the new world settled in Canada. Doctor 
and Mrs. Purdy became the parents of five children, of whom the 
eldest <ied in infancy, the others being: Roy H., who was the second 
of the family; Frank; Harry D., who is the superintendent of the 
plant of the Tuttle Press Company ; and Lucille. 

Rov H. Purdy began his education in the grade schools of Brad- 
ford, Pennsylvania, and after completing his high school course there 
attended Western University of Pennsylvania at Pittsburgh, while 
from the University of Michigan he received his degree of Doctor of 


is: ae 
suelsav eid yd tid celui emials vase orht ithe 
bus svitos ye? orel) tuwel toy uthtimenioW AM vdiossiah & wt 
9H .viio botqohs aid Yo. ete othiug off ai aoiteqivitiaq | hitals ap. 
od bas nolsiggAk to duld ¢iniei afi to aedmam tories # omieod + 
-pipoweA usiterd) enol qaue’ ofl Yo tohtoqque lersdil decom a taw " 
bis “tis beditsned yiteerm (oliw etasjonqg siviso yore Yo bas aol} 4 
dyed) Iaqoviqd suis? TA %w wadmenm yralamexe ne enw oH .oteta 
ot gtinistie »othod sigeasl jnswiltib adi ditiw betitaeht saw haa 
ifogixT lo <td. «em -shither wotzieror oft of eotgbh baosse-yhddd — 
JSisneb 9dt to ebrtae ott bmeorss of vodluawlilt to es 
youssIN betiiam aiodineanioW «1M beet radolvO te fel offs nO | 
88 Lf sedmelase mod saw odvw hanlagd ,sebaal te »ywip nh = | 
tatiw OGL & a tora tages notelaqA ai sti ais? mort barany odw bas i 
1h swidgueh e blids vue thedT oye to eisey condhytot Jeomla’ ” a “ 
tT oft dy Snvaiiie vig vd yb 1] yell Io fiw at wom ei siion - 
-oenteW ali whtow ef! of sdeittvroede benciinem pommame) eeord | 
inoh aut dasy wol-vinwvee do fate « harevos fr10291 til eortod © a 
to bie couuqmi evorseey to nein se caw OH B8CLS saul goiviws99 
lo zidyin bas stalfew off Yo wiewhinnos evewla oten ylbatd a 
yolqiss sid ol oxott of ivialed vinelwoiisay eaw od ben erodto. 
viuiervioia disthie? edt hen .ied! mosdveied bateixe anottdina pene = ‘an ee 
atl! sham eew ei10W gost motelyqA of} ddow noiloonads air 
Oo} beeariqys ow «ovelame sid vd nottardolas ynitit ei olan 7 ry 
bite dar vido bar of defw vot 4snolielwietgacs hbettiasdaiaw resid M a ‘ 
eeols ,witnubal to ofqmans ald yaiwollot +d nots sires tis howorla — _ 
divi) s it 1 Yaws boven of aodW .yjilideiiot bra noitaail i 
bouts+ bas he mont ff ux eaw od doirtw Yo. notletooazA renter eon 
euil yoiisotond aconied fi tinmed « view? ef ofF batwesedg “adisin ine 
betudivines ad'w ono bad vtitios yorteqne Jo mnisinion « ee dihow. 4 
ovitcinessigat & ew at dahios Yo widens af? Yo sulaw off of toon " 
Besiicud % AL lyeloujout wensy ovt-vyiral +03 notsiagA ni hovil bed SH ; bie 
bon eictoitt vitl vd foatseteu baw beval bisa willis eg es baa nem oF 
me ea ey 


vy : 


lo ynaquiol) aset‘l offi? old to toobinety odd at Yanud i vor” . 
elewtdi exofiagel sortie enorme’ iw, hofitnebiy st hire tte WA 
jnsmqoloveh lnitveeha baw tisrorimes odt ol vlogust ousteet a iat 
eld vd xbdoaen bation ovad doidw hun state off to naitesd widt wo 
Biestanar od stoitive Jeon bavoe aff bas setqreins ban We 
oie of aot gold ja sail svinfie veonivad Yo lerines ot ce 
-nA) sai brig T aa 21 Yo noe ew wiom) 0081 88 dows 
VA onibena? « oes .viewT wif to acehbwaygee baw viawd 
sid row bra yileiineah le viata old qa dood) vba rafool 
Daetuioci) Io viietsviaW, edt ost soitavhetg eid ho sotgeb ‘te 


iy 


polzesiorg sid Yo ssitoune nana at} at hanayaa od ny es 


11% Miia ote. no: coboA soit herria 
 gontaned « at od2@ natalgr A tomo todd 
Tohiveeh a ywillal add aorigho aw pall Nin she: nh vetelt, be 
‘yh jo esvidan stow ov (daha shatehicsy ch sai 
401900 = abyerte’) of) haltiga — Won odd of yoiimos ao Sha 
att tnodye To .wtorhlide evil tw stave ofl eomnosd vba ls 
Me ee pads odw Pgh rurtied dpe is yo ni brats a 
82 lo duno etnias ott wi orlve vite jane Lisand : 
Mise ban: wnsqnto? 29047 ans ‘ye 
-hyrtt Yo eloodor sharu alt ai wollaoube #id moaned baes ewe oe i 
Hod! ovivos foods dyid git, wei ont ens rH 
otitw rindetd, ts einavivenn me isthe 
to volvo to soruab aid buvieoot od (aad toler fh oY if aa 


198 WISCONSIN 


Dental Surgery. He was then made assistant to the dean of dentistry 
there and remained a member of the faculty of the University of 
Michigan for a year. 

On the expiration of that period Doctor Purdy came to Appleton, 
where he continued in the practice of dentistry for a decade and 
was then asked to organize the dental department for the Mutual 
Benefit Association of the Kimberly-Clark Company and to supervise 
all dental needs in the Kimberly and Appleton mills of the company. 
While engaged in that work he became interested in paper manufac- 
turing and in 1923 he joined the Tuttle Press Company as its 
treasurer. 

The Tuttle Press Company was organized in Elgin, Illinois, in 
1899, when Asa F. Tuttle laid the foundation for what has since 
become one of the leading establishments in connection with the 
paper industry of the country. From a small store, twenty feet in 
width, equipped with one specially constructed press, there developed 
_a business whose products now are found all over the United States 
and in many foreign countries as well. In the early years the work 
was confined to the printing of tissues used for napkins and for 
wrapping bottles, shoes, gum and other commodities. Since then a 
line of paper specialties has been developed, including plain, colored 
and decorative crepe papers, plain and decorated crepe napkins, 
milk bottle caps, printed box covers and holly wrapping papers, 
crepe toilet paper and specialty printing. The advantage of having the 
business located at the source of paper supply was early recognized 
by members of the company and in 1902 their then small plant was 
removed to Appleton and installed in quarters which were considered 
large enough for many years to come, but such was the rapid develop- 
ment of the business that after three years additional space was 
required and the first unit of the present plant was built. From that 
time forward the business has constantly expanded and the plant 
now includes one hundred thousand feet of floor space. 

Practically everything used in the regular routine of manufac- 
turing can be purchased in the State of Wisconsin and Appleton can 
be reached by the Chicago & North Western, the Chicago Milwaukee 
& St. Paul and the Soo Line railroads, which permit of overnight 
service in shipments to Chicago. The entire output of the Tuttle 
Press Company is shipped over these roads, which furnish close 
connection with every part of the country to which their trade ex- 
tends. This company is the only one that manufactures a complete 
line of crepe paper products west of the State of New York. Since 
most of their output is made by specially built machinery which can- 
not be purchased in the open market it became necessary that the 
Tuttle Press Company install a modern machine shop for the con- 
struction of these machines and for their maintenance. In addition, 
in order to eliminate delays and provide uniform quality, there was 
also installed equipment to be used for grinding and mixing ink 
and a complete department for making stereotype plates. 

It was to this company that Roy H. Purdy came as treasurer and 
in 1925 he was made vice president and general manager, while in 
1941 he was elected to the presidency and has since remained the 
chief executive officer. This by no means limits the extent of his 
business activity, for he is the vice president and secretary of the 
Appleton Wire Works and also vice president of the Northern Paper 
Mills and a director of the First National Bank of Appleton. 

Mr. Purdy married Annette Weissenborn, of Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, who is a daughter of Albert B. Weissenborn. She attended 
Lawrence College of Appleton, the University of Arizona and Stout 
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Institute, of which she is a graduate. Mr. and Mrs. Purdy have two 
sons. Robert H., who was born May 5, 1916, attended Northwestern 
Military Academy, was graduated from Lawrence College and is also 
a graduate of the School of Commerce of Leland Stanford University. 
He is one of seventeen young men of our military forces who won 
his wings while the Royal Air Force of England had schools in the 
U.S. A. He received his training in California and later was trans- 
ferred to the United States Transport Command. He is now serving 
in an administrative capacity in the Headquarters Squadron of the 
United States Army Air Force at Wright Field. He married Ruth 
Chapple, of Appleton, and they have two children, Anne Hampton 
and David Bruce. The second son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy H. Purdy 
is Bruce B., who was born November 2, 1917, and after attending 
Northwestern Military Academy and Lawrence College, entered the 
University of Michigan, from which he was graduated on the com- 
pletion of a course in engineering. He took postgraduate work in 
commerce at Harvard University and became an engineer at the 
Douglas aircraft plant. He was connected with the Appleton Wire 
Works as an engineer before taking up work for the government 
and has now returned to the Appleton Wire Works as engineer, 
having been honorably discharged from Government service. His 
brother prior to his military service was assistant secretary and 
treasurer of the Tuttle Press Company. Bruce B. Purdy married 
Barbara Gastil, of Los Angeles, California. 

Always interested in the public welfare along educational, civic 
and moral lines, Mr. Purdy is now serving as a trustee of Lawrence 
College, belongs to the Rotary Club of Appleton and the University 
Club of Chicago and is a thirty-second degree Mason and a Shriner 
of Tripoli Temple. He also has membership in the Episcopal church, 
as does his wife, who is very active in the church work and in the 
Red Cross. Mr. Purdy is now serving as county chairman of the 
ration board. Golf and hunting are his chief diversions. His interests 
are thus broad and varied, making for a well rounded character, and 
his worth as a business man and citizen of Appleton and this section 
of the state can scarcely be overestimated. 


DONALD THOMAS ALLEN, usually known as Don T. Allen to his 
countless friends, is district administrator of the A. O. Smith Cor- 
poration at Milwaukee. He gained statewide reputation in 1941-42 
when, at the request of Governor Heil, Leon Henderson appointed 
him Wisconsin director of the Office of Price Administration and 
initiated the O. P. A. policies in the state. Back of this was a suc- 
cessful business career in which he had made rapid and substantial 
progress, and it was his qualifications for executive control and 
direction that led to his appointment to this responsible position. 
Born in Milwaukee, March 12, 1896, he is a son of George G. and 
Elizabeth (Thomas) Allen, the mother now a resident of Detroit. 
The father, who came to Wisconsin about 1890, was associated with 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company as general 
storekeeper and died March 17, 1940. 

The Milwaukee school system provided Don T. Allen with his early 
educational opportunities and after his graduation from the West 
Division high school he spent a year and a half as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, but six days after the United States entered 
World War I he put aside his textbooks and joined the One Hundred 
and Twenty-first Field Artillery of the Thirty-second Division, in 
which he was made a sergeant. He was attending the Officers Train- 
ing School at Camp Taylor when the Armistice was signed 
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Returning to Milwaukee at the close of his military experience, 
he became vice president of the Prime Manufacturing Company, 
with which he remained until 1929, when he organized the Allen, 
Hough Carryola Company for the manufacture of portable phono- 
graphs. In 19382 he became associated with the A. O. Smith Cor- 
poration, first as sales manager in the Chicago office and afterward 
in their office at San Francisco. His next promotion made him dis- 
trict administrator in charge of sales in fifteen midwest states. He 
met all the various requirements in that position and because of 
his capability his services were donated to civilian defense by his 
company December 27, 1941, only twenty days after Pearl Harbor. 
He first had charge of tire rationing and on the 4th of January, 
1942, he was appointed state director of the Office of Price Adminis- 
tration, a position he held until October 15, 1942, when he asked to 
be relieved of his duties in order to return to his business activities. 
He sought fairness and impartiality at all times and he has a per- 
sonality that enabled him to maintain pleasant relations with the 
public and thus advance the work of the office in which he had at all 
times been found dependable and impartial. ‘Thus it was that he 
aided his country through a second World War in the line of civilian 
defense, having charge of all rationing, price regulations and rent 
control in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Allen married Helen Freeman, a native of Flint, Michigan, 
and a daughter of Henry B. and Effie (Gibbard) Freeman, the father 
now deceased, while the mother is still living in Flint. Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen now have three sons and one daughter: Donald Thomas Jr., 
also known as Don, was graduated from the White Fish Bay high 
school, after which he attended Carleton College at Northfield, Min- 
nesota, until he enlisted for service in World War II, being now with 
the Army Air Force; Robert Freeman, who was graduated from 
the high school of White Fish Bay, has now enlisted in the United 
States Navy; Jerre Gibbard is now attending the high school from 
which his brothers graduated; and Elizabeth is a pupil in the grades. 
Outside of his business and public duties Mr. Allen’s interest centers 
in his home and family. He has, however, interesting social ties, 
for he maintains pleasant relations with his old army comrades 
through his membership in Cudworth Post No. 23 of the American 
Legion and he belongs to the University Club of Milwaukee, the Blue 
Mound Country Club and the University Club of Chicago. 


ST. JOHN’S MILITARY ACADEMY, situated at Delafield, Wisconsin, 
is today recognized as one of the leading military preparatory schools 
in the country and is a credit to the educational system of the state. 
In 18838 the Rev. Sidney T. Smythe came here and began preparations 
for founding a school with the cooperation and material support of 
the bishops of the Protestant Episcopal church. Years before he had 
been a pupil of Doctor DeKoven, the distinguished educator who had 
started a school here in 1848 but who, eight years later, was called 
to the presidency of a neighboring college, but always believed that 
Delafield was the true location for a school. His motto was “work 
hard, play hard, pray hard,” and this Reverend Smythe adopted as 
the basis of his school. 

In 1884 the Academy was opened with but one pupil. Today there 
are hundreds of names on its graduation roster, representing every 
state in the Union and many foreign countries, while St. John’s, 
through its constant development and progress, has become one of 
the strongest and finest preparatory institutions of the United States. 
It was incorporated in 1889, with the Rt. Rev. Cyrus Frederick Knight, 
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D.D., as president of the board of directors. In 1891 Reverend Smythe 
became the president and for thirty-three years devoted himself 
untiringly to the conduct of the school, which developed far beyond 
his early expectations. He passed from this life in the spring of 1923 
and was succeeded by his former pupil and life-long associate, Colonel 
Roy F. Farrand, who still remains at the head of the school. 

In the meantime the small frame house which originally sheltered 
the school had been replaced by splendid stone buildings. Under the 
direction of Colonel (now Brigadier General) Farrand the material 
equipment of the school was expanded to twenty buildings, while the 
campus and playing field comprise more than one hundred and eighty 
acres. The lone pupil of 1884 has been replaced by over five hundred 
students annually, and the name of St. John’s is a familiar one 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. While the school was 
organized as a private concern, in 1988 it was turned over to a Self- 
perpetuating board of directors organized under Wisconsin laws as 
a non-profit corporation. At the first meeting of this board General 
Farrand was elected president, with Colonel F. W. Mouso, vice presi- 
dent and treasurer, and Lieutenant Colonel C. T. Smythe as secretary. 
About this time the school was made the recipient of a substantial 
endowment from Mrs. Mabelle Horlick Sidley, to which have been 
added other gifts from alumni and friends. 

The course covers all the studies usually included in preparatory 
schools in addition to military training. St. John’s is accredited to 
both West Point and Annapolis, so that its graduates can enter either 
of the national schools without further examination, other than the 
physical, with the proper endorsement of United States congressmen 
or senators. The work of the school includes academic, Latin-HMneglish, 
science courses and commercial training. It also provides elementary 
instruction in aviation, with flight work given by Milwaukee Airways 
Inc. Government licensed airplanes and CAA flight instructors are 
used in this field. Due attention is given to physical development, as 
each cadet is required to take daily exercise in athletic work, with 
gymnasium training in the winter. All winter sports can be enjoyed 
at the school, with golf and aquatic sports in the spring and fall, by 
reason of the adjacent Lake Nagawicka. The moral development of 
the students is carefully considered, and one of the fine features of 
St. John’s is the individualized attention each cadet receives. A well 
equipped hospital under the care of trained nurses provides adequate 
attention in matters of health. There is a well equipped library for 
student use, and everything that tends toward physical, mental and 
moral progress seems to be found at St. John’s Military Academy. 
Its splendid purposes and high ideals furnish all that is needed for 
the development of that which is best in manhood and citizenship. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL Roy F. FARRAND, O.R.C., retired, is now presi- 
dent of St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin. He comes 
from a family that has been represented in every war in which this 
country has engaged from the French and Indian War down to the 
present time. He was born in Onalaska, Wisconsin, May 9, 1875, a 
son of Ira Smith and Elizabeth Maud (Fahey) Farrand. 

Showing a liking for military life while still a young lad, his 
parents enrolled him at St. John’s Military Academy, from which he 
graduated in 1894. Here he had attained the highest record of scholar- 
ship ever made in the school’s history and completed the three year 
course in two years. He was asked to remain as a member of the staff, 
and except for the period of his college days and the time he spent 
in the service of his country during the first World War, General 
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Farrand has been continuously with St. John’s. His collegiate work 
was taken at the University of Wisconsin, which conferred on him the 
Bachelor of Literature degree in 1900. The honorary degree LL.D. 
was granted him in 1934 by Kenyon College. 

General Farrand became commandant of cadets and instructor in 
military drill at St. John’s in 1894 and advanced through his long 
service until he was made president of the institution in 1923, a posi- 
tion he continues to hold. He enlisted in the Wisconsin National Guard 
and rose to the rank of major by 1915. At the outbreak of the first 
World War Colonel Farrand resigned his commission in the National 
Guard in order to enter the First Officer’s Training School at Fort 
Sheridan, Illinois, as a private. He was graduated with the first class 
and received his commission as a major of infantry and was assigned 
to the French Army. He saw twelve months of overseas duty with 
the French and was honorably discharged in 1919. In recognition 


of his work the French army conferred the Order of the Black Star 


on him. In recent years the Finnish government made him Knight, 
first class, of the Order of the White Rose for services rendered to 
that government. At the close of the World War he was made a colonel 
in the Officer’s Reserve Corps, United States Army, and was the 
commanding officer of the Four Hundred Third United States Reserve 
Infantry from 1921 until 1939, when he retired. He was appointed 
Brigadier General, Wisconsin National Guard, in 1942. 

General Farrand is president of the Wisconsin Roadside Develop- 
ment Council and a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Association of Military Colleges and Schools, of which he was presi- 
dent from 1930 until 1932. He retains his comradeship with old army 
friends through membership in the 40 and 8, the American Legion, 
of which he was department commander in 1980-31, the Military 
Order of the World Wars and the Military Order of Foreign Wars, 
which elected him department commander in 1939. He belongs to the 
Episcopal church, the Sojourners Club, the Theta Delta Chi and the 
Masonic fraternity. 

On August 15, 1901, General Farrand was married to Elizabeth 
Ross Smythe. Mrs. Farrand died October 283, 1943. They have one 
daughter, Dorothy Elizabeth Ross. Hunting and fishing constitute 
the chief recreational interests of Colonel Farrand, and he is also a 
great lover of music, spending many of his most enjoyable hours in 
listening to the works of the older and modern composers. 


COLONEL FRANK WILLIAM Mouso, W.N.G., has through the years 
been one of the guiding spirits of St. John’s Military Academy at 
Delafield. Born in St. Lawrence County, New York, of pioneer stock, 
at the age of four he was brought by his family to Nashua, Iowa. Here 
he received public school training and upon graduation from high 
school entered Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa, receiving his B.A. 
degree in 1903. For two years following he pursued the study of 
medicine in the medical school of the University of Iowa. 

His lifelong career as a leader of youth began in 1906, when he 
became a member of the faculty at St. John’s as instructor and athletic 
coach. Increasing responsibilities were placed upon the able and well 
trained young man, and in 1923 he was elected vice president and 
treasurer of the Academy, which positions he still holds. 

Achievements of vital importance include his establishment of 
Camp St. John’s for Boys and Camp Nagawicka for Girls, both adja- 
cent to the Academy and functioning most successfully under his wise 
jurisdiction as director. The training and inspiration received in these 
camps constitute an invaluable factor in the development of wholesome 
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American youth, who owe much to Colonel Mouso’s understanding 
touch upon them in formative years. Naturally this applies in even 
a larger way to the hosts of young men in the student body of the 
Academy. 

On August 25, 1909, Colonel Mouso married Miss Alice Smythe, 
sister of Dr. Sidney Thomas Smythe, the founder of St. John’s Military 
Academy. Mrs. Mouso passed away July 8, 1945. 


J. VICTOR LOEWI, president of Loewi & Company, handling invest- 
ment securities in Milwaukee, where he has gained a large clientele, 
including some of the best known investors in the city, is also asso- 
ciated with various other important business interests, not only of 
Milwaukee but also of other leading cities of the country. His appre- 
ciation and utilization of opportunities have caused his record to be 
written in the terms of success. 

Born in Beloit, Rock County, Wisconsin, on the 9th of September, 
1898, J. Victor Loewi is a son of Adolph and Sarah (Kohn) Loewi. 
The father was born in Adelsdorf, Germany, and coming to the 
United States was active in the business circles of Beloit, Wisconsin, 
and of Milwaukee for many years. He died in this city in 1928 and his 
widow, who is a native of McGregor, Iowa, still survives him, retain- 
ing her residence in Milwaukee. 

Their only child, J. Victor Loewi pursued his education in the 
Milwaukee public schools and in Marquette University, from which he 
was graduated with the class of 1919, after specializing in journalism. 
He then entered the newspaper field by securing employment on the 
Milwaukee Sentinel, with which he remained for about nine years, 
or until 1928, when, desirous of engaging in business on his own 
account, he entered the investment field, organizing the firm of Loewi 
& Company, of which he has since been the head. This business was 
established in a period of financial stress throughout the country, 
when the great majority of people shunned making investments, but 
with determined purpose Mr. Loewi started out and soon demonstrated 
to the public that he understood the financial market and its opportu- 
nities. His worth was soon demonstrated to his clients, the number of 
whom steadily increased until today he not only has many Milwaukee 
patrons but also a considerable number from other sections of the 
state. In 1944 he was elected to membership on the Chicago Stock 
Exchange, the firm becoming the eleventh registered corporation on 
that exchange and the second from Milwaukee. Mr. Loewi closely 
studies the market and the trend of trade and has been able to thus 
wisely advise his clients in placing their investments, so that they 
have proven substantial and profitable. The firm has handled financing 
for many wholesalers and outside corporations. 

In addition to handling investments in stocks and bonds in his 
Mason street office Mr. Loewi has become associated with various 
other business enterprises. He is now a director of the Froedert 
Grain & Malting Company, Inc., the Wisconsin Investment Company 
and the Safway Steel Products, Inc., all of Milwaukee, and is serving 
on the board of directors of the National Tool Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio, the Compo Shoe Machinery Company of Boston, Massachusetts, 
and the Selected American Shares Corporation of Chicago. He is 
widely known as an astute business man, far sighted and energetic, 
and possessed of a most enterprising spirit. On the 7th of July, 1939, 
the Loewi Company removed to the then recently remodeled old Sen- 
tinel building, now known as the Mason building, where they occupy 
the entire lower floor, having most commodious and well appointed 
offices, 
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In 1925 Mr. Loewi was united in marriage to Miss Beatrice 
Marshall, a native of Appleton, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, and a 
daughter of Samuel and Jennie (Rice) Marshall. Her mother is now 
living in Milwaukee but her father has departed this life. Mrs. Loewi 
attended the Milwaukee Downer Seminary and later was a student in 
the University of Wisconsin. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Loewi have been 
born a son and a daughter, Marshall Adolph, born in 1927, and Mary 
Jane, born in 1935, who are with their parents in an attractive home 
at 3488 North Hackett Street that is noted for the warm hospitality 
that is continuously extended to their many friends. 


THE APPLETON WIRE WorkKS, INC., had its inception in 1895, when 
William Buchanan, grandfather of the present president of the com- 
pany, came to Wisconsin in search for a suitable site on which to 
establish an industry of this character. The root of the business, 
however, was laid in Scotland, where more than a century ago Robert 
Buchanan engaged in the trade of weaving wire by hand. When he 
came to the United States in 1847 he indirectly laid the foundation 
for the present business carried on in Appleton by his descendants. 

His son, William Buchanan, who was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 
was only seven years of age at the time his parents crossed the At- 
lantic and, following in his father’s footsteps, he took up the business 
of manufacturing papermill wire cloth. It was in the year of the 
family’s arrival in the United States that this industry was estab- 
lished in America and five of the leading mills for wire cloth manu- 
facture in this country and Canada were founded by members of the 
Buchanan family. William Buchanan, having learned the business 
in the East, came to Wisconsin in 1895, at which time Mayor Peter 
Thom was superintendent of the Kimberly-Clark Company and as- 
sisted him in making selection of two lots on Lawe Street in Apple- 
ton on which to build a factory. The contract for the erection of the 
building was let and the Appleton Machine Company built the 
looms from plans sent them by the founders of the Appleton Wire 
Works. In the following year the plant was placed in operation and 
the company firmly established with William Buchanan as the presi- 
dent; G. E. Buchanan as secretary-treasurer; A. B. Weissenborn as 
superintendent, and John Buchanan as salesman, 

The business was at first a small enterprise, only four looms being 
in use, the output being two thousand square feet of wire per week. 
In 1912 William Buchanan and his son John withdrew from the busi- 
ness, which was then incorporated under the present name. The 
original two lots soon proved to be too small as a site for their ex- 
panding trade and additional land was purchased from time to time 
until the company came into possession of an entire square block, 
which it owns and occupies today, the plant containing seventy-five 
thousand square feet of floor space. 

Gustavus Eugene Buchanan was born in Belleville, New Jersey, 
March 17, 1870, a son of William and Annette (Weissenborn) Bu- 
chanan, and spent his boyhood in his native town to the age of twelve 
years, when the family removed to Springfield, ‘Massachusetts, where 
he continued his education until he left high school at the age of seven- 
teen years to assist his father in the Cheney Bigelow Wire Works. In 
1896 he arrived in Appleton, where with his father, William Bu- 
chanan, and his uncle, Albert B. Weissenborn, he founded the Apple- 
ton Wire Works, which was the first paper mill wire cloth plant in the 
Middle West. He was made the secretary-treasurer of the company 
and continued to serve in that official position until his death, which 
occurred April 9, 1988. His brother John was also connected with 


aay 


‘ ; yy) 
avittastl weilt ct ogebvinan at bedteo- aay iwool aM rie . ie mf 
n bus fienosiW yaued siemgeiu cists to sviies a ts a wer 
vot wi toiblont 141! dludewat (99isl) oldoot bias loud To soidyuah Hite Ye® 
iweat aM oll eid? boMeqsb exd -w9ddel tod Jud valuawlM ni yoni 
ti jerabude @ eaw tolel bos yranien asenotl sadus lil oft bohuea 
woad over bwool 2th bax a alt .aianomiW Yo yiewviny odd 
visi bax PSRi ai wiod sighehA Nateral ~dhiyoab « bas noes nod ' 
onod svitvertia na al einotag ted) Mtiw ots odw .66Cr ti tod ysneh 
viilgdigqeed artaw oft 10% batem ei ded) tuewte tious dj BERS Js 
abastrt ‘cannt sient of habdotze Yesouniinos ai dest) 


; Poa ee ‘i : 7 > | 
er 


Aodve SO8l ai woiiqooni eti bed owl gusoW aac voTaaviA GHT 
-mos oft ‘to Inshiesig tnoeotg off Yo serial biarg wenedoua aati ~ * 
ul deity Wo oliz oldativa a 102, ota, ai nieaowlW oF Sate .~viind 
ateniaad elt to toot odT reeled aid? 1p viteubat na deildndes 
odof oye viuinsa 6 gad) stem sted baattood al binl eow svowerl 
of aol'W .buad vd iw polvesw Ih obert off at begsaas nagatiny et 
noitsbauel oft bisl vitogiibai of TRRL wi estate botin of} 02 simkd 
stushassesh cid yd nalolqgA ai a batrins vaoniaud Jnsesnq oft 40% 
braitone -wosealD ai aod saw ollw «tenuous matliW .oe all 
JA oi boxsors etaotid ett onmtil af? Te Sue le etuoy noveu Yin Baw 
veoniand of} Qu fool od zqotated? evomtel aid ai yibvollet .bas stnpl 
offi to ta9y 443 ci eaw 31. tots wtivs Hincisqeg enitosiinam Yo 
-duizo ena vdeubal aidd tedt evleic hatin! oft ai levitra é*ylinmt 
conem solo otiw vot allio gaibpel of) 16 avi bas eormooAé fri bortatf 
oi} Yo etodmmem Vi bahavel stew shane) bos yao eit} ai atidon) 
seyniand oft bontwel woived edo mall W dime) aacndogtl 
sato% 10¥nM. visi) dotdw iu CORT st aianosal 7 of songs Jeadl orfd ai 
za bru; ysmymnoeD Ataf).ghodinia ati to inobasinieque esw modiT 
lgqA ii joo7 swek do 2t0l Ow) To woltosloe gnidner ai old boleia 
off Yo coihiers of2 tot fouuttos AT wiotoal & wliud of dotiye wo mor 
ont tfiad vasqow) snidacil yolwingA off bite iol caw gnibliud  ~ 
gui aetelaqh adi to erebivel od! yw wad? Jase ettelq mort emool Je" 5 
bre nortiego ca basdlg ate tryly sili tn9y wsivollot edt ol .etroW ids My 
steps of? we. Ninaeyeel weihtiW Win bedesideles ylana yasqaios adi a) e 
GA co wigssut)-viciewe. wt cadadol 4  pinob we 
nonweiae +& Hanada afol bas Jjasbnoiniveqas “oS 
nitiod xl wal ying behpalos Tate # jerit in anv ezonisud oAT 
Yoow tou stiw To tok orange haeenod? ows giled Juqivg odd ,oan fl 
ieud off cyutt wotbddbw clol wee ait bon asasiaud mail Stel ah | oe 
af] oncom Janeorny bai ‘tebe Hobe weionns wont usw doidw agen. 9 
ys ‘tisdd wt edia 2 ee leq vat of of bevo1q aooa alol ows ishigiia an Pas 


ae a didlinoaioW 


omit od smi mow) bozadaiag enw heal leooitihbs bug sbast ynibasq 4) 
yoold oteupe oiiine me to GoteeABeg Glat otKo ynaqaios offi fine ae 
svit-yinevos yoiniaisos Inelg of) gabat ¢siqass0 bas anwo Ji sive i 
sbage tooft to 499% sisnge braevodd” ar 
youl wort allivelloll ni atod enw, a sive saogud bay Diss. a 
‘nM UcrodssyeeisW) stiomshk baa sopitey oa # UTS " je 
evlows Yo oan ond od tveot avitan eid ai hoodyod nid saoqa bng agaaAD | 7 
qiorte pbtonurtonacelt i a oa 5 Na iota re PBL 
~<a to vgn od tn loon Hef od Winw wdiimoubs ed beaniteos | 
al who oii wolexitl yongd oft of wdist vid jeleee RiBSY, OOK 
ol muilliW oodtet aid diw viedw jaolelqqgé ai byvitia ait ove 
gag A: ott babavotod wrodneediaW a diolTA slonu gid baa .wene 
oft i taely dtoto erhw flier sqaq Jeait on) bow, did xdto Vl oui fol 
k e f 9 


vitae od) to tstuesoTt-pratetose ba ky te 7 otbbi oat 
dit ad ta tien agi a SY Bouerisivos fatn! 
isiw boisontos ole zo a el 88@r 2 finqA borw0_ 


| 5 - q! p 

\ « p Va } uy ¢ NM, Cad ‘ae i ph 
P en te y ey : ors 7 a 
al Tae cB es WA eee pees!) < | Lbs | 9) 


e 
3 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


BIOGRAPHY 205 


the business until 1912, when he withdrew to found the Capital Wire 
Cloth & Manufacturing Company, Ltd., of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
Albert B. Weissenborn was president of the Appleton Wire Works 
from 1912 until his death in 1938 while Gustavus E. Buchanan was 
secretary-treasurer. He, too, died in 193 

Not only did Gustavus E. Buchanan apply himself closely to the 
successful conduct of the business but he was also active in promoting 
other manufacturing, commercial and financial interests of the city. 
He became the secretary and a director of the Northern Paper Mills 
of Green Bay and of the Tuttle Press Company of Appleton and was 
also a representative of the directorate of the First National Bank of 
Appleton and of the Appleton Cemetery Association. He also figured 
largely in civic and fraternal affairs of the city, having membership 
in the Rotary Club, which he served as president, and he was also 
a member of the board of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
from 1916 until his death in 1938. He acted as chairman of the Apple- 
ton Masonic Temple Association and he took the various degrees of 
both the York and Scottish Rites in Masonry. He was a past master 
of Waverly Lodge No. 51, F. & A. M., and belonged to Appleton Chap- 
ter No. 47, R.A.M.; Appleton Commandery No. 29, K.T.; to the Con- 
sistory and to Tripoli Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., of Milwaukee. He held 
membership in the First Congregational Church of Appleton and for 
many years served as one of its deacons and trustees. His life was 
at all times guided by the highest principles and commanded the re- 
spect and confidence of all who knew him. 

On the 12th of June, 1901, Gustavus E. Buchanan married Jo- 
sephine Marston Pond, a daughter of Orson and Josephine (Marston) 
Pond, of Appleton. ‘hey became the parents of four children, of 
whom William E., now president of the Appleton Wire Works, is the 
eldest. Josephine, who was graduated from Vassar College with the 
class of 1931, is now the wife of Frederick J. Lenfestey, of De Pere, 
Wisconsin. Betty Jean completed a course at Vassar in 1938 and is 
now the wife of Capt. Charles L. McClure. Also in 1938 James Pond 
Buchanan, the youngest of the family, completed a course in North- 
western Military Academy. He attended Lawrence College for two 
years and then transferred to Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
where he completed three years before being inducted into the Army. 
He is now a lieutenant in the Army Ordnance. He married Marjorie 
Harkins of Milwaukee. 

William E. Buchanan, who is of the third generation of the family 
to control the destiny of the Appleton Wire Works, supplemented his 
early educational training received in the Appleton schools by study 
in Dartmouth College, where he won his Bachelor of Science degree 
in 1924 and obtained his Master of Business Administration degree 
at the Harvard Business School in 1926. He returned to Appleton to 
become identified with the business of which his grandfather and his 
father were founders and has since been associated with the Appleton 
Wire Works, which has progressed through a period of steady develop- 
ment with the passing years until the business, that was at first repre- 
sented by eight employes, now employs two hundred people in its 
plant. Wire cloth is its only output, this being supplied to pulp and 
paper manufacturers throughout the country, and the business is 
today one of the largest of its kind in the United States. The fine 
wire cloth is woven on looms into wire cloth belts (four-drinier wires) 
for paper machines. The company builds its own machines, maintain- 
ing a machine shop for this purpose. William E. Buchanan has 
worked his way upward through merit and ability since becoming 
identified with the industry and is now president of the corporation, 
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William E. Buchanan married Josephine Breneman, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and their four children are Charles B., William E. Jr., Jean M. 
and Robert C. 


THOMAS FREDERICK BAKER (T. FRED), a Milwaukee lawyer, with 
offices in the First Wisconsin National Bank building, was born 
on October 8, 1897, on a farm near Hustisford, Dodge County, Wis- 
consin, his parents being Thomas William and Florence (Gomm) 
Baker, both of whom were born in England. The father was only 
four years of age when he came to the United States with his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas George Baker, who settled on a large 
tract of land in Dodge County, near Lebanon, Wisconsin. 

Thomas William Baker, the father of T. Fred Baker, whose name 
introduces this record, also took up the occupation of farming as 
his life’s work, thus continuing until he retired, and was active 
in civic affairs, serving as justice of the peace and in other positions 
of trust. He died in 1929. Mrs. Baker predeceased him in 1899. 

Attorney Baker received his elementary education in Hustisford, 
and in 1917 graduated from the Hartford high school. He then 
went to Milwaukee, and was employed at the Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Company as a tool maker, a trade that he learned at the 
Kissel Motor Car Company when attending Hartford high school at 
Hartford, Wisconsin. 

He enrolled and completed a two year pre-legal course at the Mil- 
waukee State Normal College before he entered the Marquette Uni- 
versity College of Law. While attending Marquette he was employed 
by John Sander, a well known Milwaukee probate lawyer, since 
deceased. 

In 1918 Attorney . Baker married Marguerite M. Heintz, his 
classmate, who was born at Hartford, Wisconsin, a daughter of 
Frank and Caroline (Herman) Heintz, who are still residents of 
Hartford, and representatives of two pioneer families that date back 
as United States citizens for three generations. 

In February of 1927 Mr. Baker was admitted to the bar of the 
State of Wisconsin, and since said date has established a law practice, 
specializing in probate and real estate law. During fourteen years of 
said practice Attorney Baker was associated with Judge Herbert 
Schultz, whose successful campaign for said position was planned 
and managed by Attorney Baker. 

In 1942, because of Attorney Baker’s knowledge and experience 
in that branch of the profession, he was urged to become a candidaté 
for the office of county judge of Milwaukee County. Although not 
elected, Attorney Baker was inspired by receiving over twenty 
thousand votes, and having the unique record of financing and man- 
aging his own campaign. 

Besides his interest in law Attorney Baker is well known in 
banking circles, being connected with the Wisconsin State Bank of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and the First National Bank of Hartford, 
Wisconsin. In 1944 his brother-in-law, Robert T. Heintz, of Hart- 
ford, Wisconsin, joined him in the practice of law. 

Attorney Baker lives in his own home in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
and owns and operates several large dairy farms in Washington 
County, Wisconsin, raising pure-blooded Holstein cattle, Belgian 
horses and Poland China hogs. Because of Attorney Baker’s experi- 
ence and success as a farmer the members of the Milwaukee Co- 
operative Milk Producers elected him to its board of directors, where 
he served as president for two years. During his tenure in office 
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he did most effective and valuable service to the organization. His 
work attracted the attention of many executives of other farm organi- 
zations and the agricultural departments of the state and federal 
governments. 

He is also greatly interested in conservation, owning large timber 
tracts in Marinette and Price counties. It is said that these lands 
contain some of the best stands of virgin pine and hemlock in the 
state. Being an ardent sportsman, both Mr. Baker and wife enjoy 
hunting, fishing and athletics. 

Attorney Baker is active in various civic, political, athletic and 
fraternal groups. He served as a member of Governor Julius Heil’s 
personal advocate staff, with rank of colonel, and assigned as aide-de- 
camp to the commander-in-chief of the Wisconsin National Guard; 
member of the Selective Training and Service Act, Speakers Bureau 
of the Defense Savings Staff of the United States Treasury Depart- 
ment, Eagles, life member of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, 
member of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, Old Settlers 
Club, St. Sebastian’s Parish, member of the Wisconsin Real Estate 
Brokers Board, Milwaukee Farmers, Milwaukee Co-operative Milk 
Producers, Marquette University Alumni Association, Community 
Conservation Club, director of the First National Bank of Hartford, 
Wisconsin. He is the vice president of the Milwaukee chapter and 
director of the Wisconsin State Division of the Izaak Walton League 
of America, was a member of the board of governors of the State 
Bar Association, and a member of the County, State and American 
Bar associations. 

Those who know him intimately respect him for his knowledge 
of the law, his trustworthiness, his tireless energy and courage, 
his devotion to his clients, his sympathetic understanding of human 
problems, and his faithful and loyal bar association and civic work. 


FRANK C. BLIED is the founder and president of Blied Inc. of 
Madison, and no history of the business development of the capital 
city would be complete without reference to him, for he has been 
connected with one enterprise perhaps longer than any other business 
man here. The company does a substantial printing, stationery and 
office supply business and celebrated the fiftieth year of their exist- 
ence in 1941. Frank C. Blied has continued as the active head of 
the organization since its founding. 

Mr. Blied was born in Madison, September 22, 1864, and is the 
youngest in the family of four children born to Franz and Elizabeth 
(Hemmersbach) Blied. His grandfather, Andreas Blied, was born 
January 11, 1792, at Bruehl, Germany, and died at Koeln, Germany, 
December 31, 1858. His wife, Elizabeth Blied, was born in Koeln, 
July 26, 1792, and died November 26, 1874, in Madison, Wisconsin, 
and lies buried in Holy Cross cemetery. She came to Madison with 
her son Franz in 1854. Another son, Mathias, and two of her 
daughters had immigrated to America and settled in Madison in 1852. 

Franz Blied, son of Mr. and Mrs. Andreas Blied, was born May 
19, 1832, in Koeln, Germany, and died August 12, 1911, in Madison. 
His wife, Elizabeth Hemmersbach, was born November 17, 1831, in 
Wessling, Koeln, Germany, and died April 21, 1886, in Madison. 
Franz and Elizabeth Blied were married in Holy Redeemer Church 
at Madison July 22, 1857, being the second couple married in that 
newly organized Catholic parish. They had four children. The 
daughter, Elizabeth, born April 30, .1858, died September 20, 1864. 
The three sons, John J., Joseph H. and Frank C., are mentioned 
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below. Franz Blied was married again on July 5, 1887, when Mrs. 
Agnes Mausbach became his wife. She was born February 12, 1830, 
and died March 1, 1920. 

John J. Blied, the eldest son of Franz Blied, born May 9, 1860, 
and died May 4, 1944, was married on October 22, 1884, to Wilhelmina 
J. Schweinem, born September 27, 1860, died April 11, 1930. They 
had a family of five children: Frank W., Joseph G., Helen M., John 
C. and Garry H. Of that family, Frank W. Blied, born September 
18, 1885, was married September 11, 1905, to Cornelia Marx, born 
March 12, 1885, and they had a family of five children: Lavona H., 
born February 17, 1907; Jerome J., born August 7, 1912, and was 
married October 15, 1984, to Eva Pfaff, born September 12, 1908, 
and they have one son, Jerome John, born September 15, 1935; Mary 
Virginia, born June 9, 1918, became the wife of Edward Bach, born 
July 29, 1918, on November 16, 19386, and they have two daughters, 
Barbara Ann, born June 11, 1937, and Mary Katherine, born August 


"8, 1938; Elizabeth Jane, born January 19, 1923, and Frances E., born 


June 24, 1926. Joseph G. Blied, second son of John J. and Wilhelmina 
Blied, born April 21, 1887, was married on February 10, 1911, to 
Alice Flint, born November 14, 1889, and died January 8, 1925, and 
they had one daughter, Mildred A., born February 27, 1915, and on 
March 4, 1935, married Frederick Streber, born April 3, 1911. Helen 
M. Blied, third child of John J. and Wilhelmina Blied, was born Janu- 
ary 8, 1889. John C. Blied, the fourth child, born November 27, 
1891, was married on April 18, 1922, to Dorothy Smart born Novem- 
ber 8, 1896. Garry H. Blied, the youngest child, born March 12, 1893, 
was married June 238, 1919, to Gertrude Miller, who was born Febru- 
ary 5, 1899. 

_ Joseph H. Blied, the second son of Franz Blied, born October 18, 
1861, was married November 27, 1883, to Mathilda Maria Starck, 
born November 27, 1863. They had four children: Mathilda Eliza- 
beth, born October 18, 1884, was married October 16, 1907, to Ben H. 
Roderick, born August 10, 1883; Josephine Maria, born April 20, 
1886, was married April 10, 1912, to William L. Bradford, born 
August 19, 1886; Adolph John, born June 24, 1888, was married 
November 26, 1938, to Marion Franklin, born June 17, 1898; and 
Walter Frank, born July 18, 1890, was married December 6, 1916, 
to Rhoda Taylor, born October 23, 1894, and they have one child, 
Rhoda Genevieve, born October 1, 1919. 

Frank C. Blied, whose name introduces this record and who is 
the third son of Franz and Elizabeth (Hemmersbach) Blied, was 
born September 22, 1864, and was married April 380, 1889, to Jose- 
phine Maria Starck, born July 24, 1870, and died February 3, 1908. 
They had six children: Raymond Frank, Gregory John, Leo John, 
Josephine Elizabeth, Edna and Arthur Adolph. Frank C. Blied was 
married again on August 8, 1925, to Amelia C. Breitenbach, born 
aanuary 9, 187d: 

Raymond Frank Blied, born July 17, 1890, was married Novem- 
ber 4, 1914, to Annette Graack, born July 7, 1891. They have two 
children: Alice Claire, born October 10, 1918, is now the wife 
of First Lieutenant Edward Hummel, USMC, serving in the second 
World War in the aviation corps; and Joanne Rae, born December 
12, 1925, who is now attending the School of Commerce of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Mr. Blied went to work for his father at 
Blied Inc. after finishing his school work and today is vice president 
ot the organization. 

Gregory John Blied, born March 17, 1892, was married November 
10, 1917, to Maria M. Esser, born November 11, 1894. They have 
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two children: Doris Mae, born February 28, 1922, is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin and is now associated with the Forest 
Products Laboratory; and Gregory John, born February 13, 1927, 
is attending the Madison high school, where he is distinguishing 
himself in athletics. This year (1944) he placed first in the 100- 
yard dash in the Madison city track tournament and second in state 
competition. Mr. Bled was employed by his father after finishing 
his high school course and at his death on September 12, 1943, he was 
serving aS secretary and treasurer of Blied Inc. During the first 
World War he served as staff sergeant in the coast artillery. He held 
membership in the Elks, American Legion and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Leo John, born December 4, 1893, succeeded his brother Gregory 


‘as secretary and treasurer of Blied Inc. He received his education 


in Holy Redeemer parochial school of Madison, and in 1913 grad- 
uated from the Central high school, while in 1917 the Bachelor of 
Arts degree was conferred upon him by the University of Wisconsin. 
For a year after graduation he was employed by the State Journal 
of Madison. At the outbreak of the first World War he was called 
to Fort Sheridan to enroll in the second oflicer’s training course, 
as he had been a member of the Wisconsin Corps of Cadets while at 
the University. He received his commission as second lieutenant 
on November 22, 1917, and was ordered to active service in France 
on December 380th following. At Chatillion, Sur Seine, France, he 
attended the signal school, musketry and bayonet school and the 
machine gun school and for a while served as instructor in those 
branches for the 321, 318, 3138 and 850 machine gun battalions. As 
a member of the Ninety-second Division he entered the front lines 
and saw action with the Third Division in the St. Michiel offensive 
and the Meuse Argonne offensives, following which he was hospital- 
ized for gas and flu but managed to rejoin this division at Andernach. 

After the close of hostilities he was discharged from Camp 
Grant on July 29, 1919. Desiring to maintain his military connec- 
tion he applied for a reserve commission and received his second 
lieutenancy on July 20, 1928, was advanced to a first lieutenant 
on November 26, 1924, and made a captain on April 7, 1926. In 
August of 1932 the majority was conferred upon him, while in 
March, 19386, he was ordered to the Command and General Staff 
School and received a diploma certifying the completion of that 
course of study. In September, 1938, he was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant colonel and called to active duty in the second 
World War in August of 1942. For eighteen months he served 
as battalion commander and instructor in infantry. He was placed 
on the inactive reserve list in January, 1944, and returned to Mad- 
ison to resume his work with Blied Inc. He is now serving as 
secretary and treasurer and general manager. He was chairman 


of the Wisconsin and Upper Michigan Association of Stationers 


& Office Outfitters in 1985 and during 1936 was governor of the 
sixth regional district of National Stationers Association of Wis- 
consin and Illinois. He was president of the Madison chapter of 
the Reserve Officers Association, Wisconsin, in 1930; treasurer of 
the Wisconsin Department in 1933. He has served as chairman of 
the Dane County Citizens Military Training Committee since 1931 
and from 1940 to 1942 he was director of the Dane County Red 
Cross. He has membership with the Madison Rotary Club, the 
Madison Club, the American Legion, of which he was commander 
in 1933, Veterans of Foreign Wars, National Stationers Associa- 
tion, Elks Lodge 410 of Madison and the Knights of Columbus, in 
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which he holds the fourth degree. On June 9, 1920, he was mar- 
ried to Irene Lillian Dengel, born July 19, 1897, the daughter of 
John E. and Ann (Breitenbach) Dengel, early pioneers of Madi- 
son whose homestead was along the lake at what is now known 
as Dengel Bay. They have two daughters: Virginia Lee, born 
November 22, 1923, and. Betty Ann, born April 27, 1925. Both 
daughters are attending the University of Wisconsin College of 
Agriculture, where they are majoring in home economics. 

Josephine Elizabeth Blied, born March 21, 1896, was married 
April 18, 1917, to Ferdinand G. Speth, born June 13, 1893. They 
have four children: Edna, born March 16, 1918, married William 
H. Sandberg, born September 4, 1914, and they have one son, 
James E., born February 138, 1942; Charles Speth, born October 
23, 1919; Robert Speth, born July 18, 1922; and Mary, born June 
Cee lot. 

Edna Blied, born December 14, 1897, was married on Decem- 
ber 30, 1921, to William E. Walker, born August 30, 1896, now 
serving as lieutenant colonel reserve in the adjutant general’s de- 
partment, Washington, D. C. They have one son, William Ray, 
born August 28, 1928, a first lieutenant reserve, adjutant general’s 
department. 

Arthur Adolph Blied, born May 4, 1907, was married Septem- 
ber 16, 1935, to Elvina Malek, who was born December 31, 1908. 
He died September 1, 1939, at the age of thirty-two years, after 
having earned creditable recognition in the combined profession 
of law and accounting. 

In a review of the personal record of Frank C. Blied whereby 
he reached the prominent place that he has now long filled it is 
found that his course has been marked by a steady progression and 
the wise use of his time, talents and opportunities. He was edu- 
cated in Holy Redeemer parochial school of Madison and after- 
ward attended night school in Chicago, while at the age of forty- 
two years, desirous of having more advanced education, he entered 
the University of Wisconsin for a course in German literature. In 
1891 he purchased the German-language weekly, The Wisconsin 
Botschafter, and later acquired two other papers, The Weekly Mad- 
isonian and The Wisconsin Staats-Zeitung, of which he was editor 
until he put aside newspaper publication. In the meantime he had 
produced many other publications, including the Wisconsin Engt- 
neer for eighteen years, and the first issue of La Follette’s weekly, 
which he continued to publish for three years, 1909 to 1912, when 
it had outgrown his facilities. Then with his three sons, Raymond, 
Gregory and Leo, he established the business of which he remains 
the head—Blied Inc., printing, stationery and office supplies. When 
fifty years of business life had passed he celebrated the golden 
jubilee by holding a reception at his home for his family, friends 
and office employes, and on that occasion music was the main 
feature of entertainment. 

Mr. Blied has always been a lover of music and is the oldest 
member of the Madison Maennerchor. He has also taken a deep 
interest in vital civic interests and has ever supported those proj- 
ects looking to the benefit and upbuilding of his native city, and 
served as supervisor of Dane County for many years. He is also 
very prominent in cultural circles, for he has been a director on 
the Library board and has been president of the state teacher’s re- 
tirement fund commission. He has membership in Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church and has long been very active in the various 
branches of church work. He is a fourth degree member of the 
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Knights of Columbus and belongs to the Catholic Knights of Wis- 
consin, the Catholic Order of Foresters, St. Michael’s Society and 
the Holy Name Society. He has also served as the national presi- 
dent of the Catholic Central Verein of America and likewise as 
president of the state organization of that society. Mr. Blied was 
especially honored by the former Pope Pius XI. During an audience 
with the Holy See he was requested to present a scroll granting 
Papal Blessings for the quintuplets to Mr. and Mrs. Oliva Dionne. 
The presentation ceremony was consummated by Mr. Blied at 
Corbell, Ontario, Canada, Sunday, August 28, 1938. Very few men 
of Mr. Blied’s years display equal activity in social, civic and busi- 
ness affairs. Although he has passed the eightieth milestone on 
life’s journey he appears to be a much younger man and because 
of his undimmed ambition, unabating activity and his unflagging 
enterprise Madison honors him as one of her most representative 
and valued residents. 


GUSTAVE R. HOFFMAN is well known in Milwaukee as one of the 
city’s prominent corporation lawyers. He has been engaged in prac- 
tice here since 1905 and is today a member of the old established firm 
of Fish, Marshutz & Hoffman. One of Milwaukee’s native sons, he 
was born June 29, 1884, his parents being Charles A. and Pauline 
(Schendel) Hoffman, both of whom were natives of Germany. The 
father was born October 22, 1853, and the mother October 4, 1860. 
They were married in 1878 and soon afterward made the voyage to 
establish their home in the United States. They located in Milwaukee, 
where Charles A. Hoffman took up the contracting and building busi- 
ness. He erected many of the early homes of the city, and his industry 
and enterprise won him place among the substantial and prosperous 
contractors of the area. His political allegiance was given to the 
Republican party and he kept well informed on the vital problems and 
questions of the day. His religious faith was indicated in his member- 
ship in the Lutheran church. He died in 1909, at the age of fifty-six 
years, while his widow survived him for eighteen years, passing away 
August 7, 1927, after reaching the sixty-seventh milestone on life’s 
journey. They were the parents of a family of nine children, of whom 
six are yet living. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof, Gustave 
R. Hoffman pursued his preliminary education in the public schools 
of Milwaukee and then after an interval enrolled as a law student in 
Drake University of Des Moines, Iowa, where he won his LL.B. 
degree at his graduation as a member of the class of 1905. In the 
meantime, however, he had been associated with John F. Burke, an 
old and prominent attorney of the city, who directed his early law 
studies and stimulated in him an increased desire to become a mem- 
ber of the bar. 

After his graduation from Drake, Mr. Hoffman was admitted to 
practice in the courts of both Iowa and Wisconsin and in his home 
city he became associated with the law firm of Spence & Marshutz, 
well established attorneys of Milwaukee, and in 1909, when the senior 
partner withdrew from active practice, Mr. Hoffman maintained his 
connection with Mr. Marshutz as a member of the firm of Marshutz & 
Hoffman. This partnership continued for seven years and in 1916 
Irving A. Fish joined the firm under the present style of Fish, Mar- 
shutz & Hoffman. Through the intervening period to the present, 
covering almost thirty years, they have maintained high standing at 
the bar of this city, specializing in corporation law. They have many 
prominent clients whose legal interests they safely protect, soundly 
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advising them as to the workings of the law. The clear judgment and 
logical deductions of Mr. Hoffman have enabled him to contribute in 
large measure to the success of the firm and public opinion accords 
him high rank in his particular field of practice. 

On the 24th of March, 1913, Mr. Hoffman married Miss Helen M. 
Brazier, a daughter of William H. and Alice (Bagley) Brazier, both 
of whom were members of old families of this city, the Bagleys having 
become identified with Milwaukee in the early 1850s, while the 
Braziers came from the State of Maine aboypd1870 and also located in 
Wisconsin’s metropolis. Mrs. Hoffman is a graduate of the Milwaukee 
State Teachers College and engaged in teaching in the public schools 
of this city prior to her marriage. 

Mr. Hoffman has always measured up to high standards of man- 
hood and citizenship, and while he has never taken an active interest 
in politics as an office seeker he has helpfully advocated all progressive 
public measures put forth for the benefit of city and state. He was 
formerly a member of the Light Horse Squadron, of which he acted 
as secretary, and during the first World War he acted on the legal 
advisory board and was also one of the Four Minute speakers. He 
also took active part in promoting the various Liberty Loan drives. 
Fraternally he is a thirty-second degree Mason, is a past master of 
Kenwood Lodge No. 308, F. & A. M. and belongs to Tripoli Temple of 
the Shrine. As his interests have broadened the circle of his friends 
has widened. He attends St. Mark’s Protestant Episcopal Church and 
along strictly professional lines is connected with the Milwaukee Bar 
Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association, to the ethical standards of which he is always loyal. 


REV. JOHN W. Bott, who until his death on June 138, 1944, was 
pastor of St. Lawrence Church of Milwaukee, devoted thirty-one . 
years to the work of the Catholic church. He was a native of 
Racine, Wisconsin, and there mastered the elementry branches of 
learning as a pupil in the Holy Name parochial school. He began 
preparation for the priesthood in St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis, 
Wisconsin, and was ordained in June, 1918, in St. Joseph’s Church 
of Racine, on which occasion his uncle, the Rev. Ferdinand Joseph 
Bott, C. Ss. R., of Baltimore, Maryland, was present. 

Father John W. Bott began his priestly labors on June 15, 1918, 
when he celebrated his first solemn mass in the Church of the Holy 
Name of Jesus in Racine and his first appointment was to St. George’s 
Church in Kenosha, Wisconsin, where he became assistant to the 
Rey. A. J. Nickel, continuing there for four and a half years. On 
the expiration of that period, the country having become involved in 
the first World War, he enlisted, receiving his commission as a lieu- 
tenant-chaplain, February 7, 1918. He was assigned to the Forty- 
first Division, which was already overseas, so that he was immediate- 
ly sent to the front, sailing from Hoboken, New Jersey, and reaching 
France after a perilous voyage of eighteen days. He proceeded at 
once to join his command, which was then deep in the conflict, and 
after fifteen months’ service with the army returned to America in 
May, 1919. 

When a few months had passed Father Bott was assigned the 
task of organizing a parish on the southwest side of Racine by the 
Most Rev. Archbishop S. G. Messmer, and in early October, 1919, 
he called a meeting of Catholic men in that area to whom he presented 
the plan, with the result that St. Edward’s Church and parish were 
founded. After the purchase of land on Grove Avenue a small frame 
building, formerly a Protestant church, was purchased for temporary 
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use and, using his chaplain’s kit of army days, Father Bott began 
his labors there as the parish priest. His work was carried on most 
zealously and within a year arrangements were made to meet the 
twenty-four thousand dollars indebtedness that had been incurred 
in the purchase of building lots, church and rectory. It was also 
under the direction of Father Bott that the work of providing school 
privileges for the parish was considered and in September, 1927, 
St. Edward’s school was ready for occupancy. In other ways, too, 
the parish work was successfully continued and after fourteen and 
a half years spent as rector of St. Edward’s, Father Bott was ap- 
pointed to St. Lawrence Church in Milwaukee, being -4f@re installed 
by the Most Rev. Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch May 20, 1934. 

Father Bott had as his assistants the Rev. Edmund H. Hoen 
and Rev. Harold H. Herbst. In 1938 the church celebrated its 
Golden Jubilee, which was also the silver anniversary year of Father 
Bott’s ordination to the priesthood. The parish of St. Lawrence | 
was organized in 1888. It was a humble beginning, the people wor- 
shipping in a small frame building which they had purchased to 
serve the two-fold purpose of church and school, while on February 
27, 1889, the Very Rev. Msgr. R. Zeininger, vicar general of the 
archdiocese of Milwaukee, had purchased several lots on Twenty- 
first Avenue, near Orchard Street, for the sum of six thousand dol- 
lars. The Rey. Louis Barth was appointed the first pastor of the 
new parish and called a meeting which was attended by twenty- 
eight persons, and soon after the little frame building, previously 
alluded to, was purchased for two hundred dollars. Plans were almost 
immediately made to provide more adequate quarters and a new 
building was erected at Twenty-first Avenue and Orchard Street at 
a cost of eight thousand dollars. A small near-by cottage was rented 
and served as a rectory until 1889, when a more suitable building 
was erected on the church grounds, in which four thousand dollars 
was invested. It still serves, although it has been remodeled and 
improved. ; 

The school was established with only fourteen pupils but within 
two years it was found necessary to obtain enlarged educational 
facilities and four classrooms were added at an expenditure of 
twenty-five hundred dollars, while in 1898 the church had to be 
enlarged to accommodate the increased membership. By 1902. it 
was evident that soon there must be a new church and school building 
and ten lots were purchased on Layton Boulevard between Green- 
field Avenue and Orchard Street at a cost of twelve thousand dollars. 
Then began the task of securing funds for the new building project, 
and on August 12, 1906, a new church was completed at a cost of 
sixty-five thousand dollars and with a seating capacity of one 
thousand. 

Four days later Reverend Barth, the first pastor, was obliged 
to resign because of his health and was succeeded by Rev. Barnabas 
Dieringer, who for a quarter of a century had been one of the pro- 
fessors in St. Francis Seminary. He undertook the work here with 
great earnestness and so continued untit he was succeeded by Father - 
Bott on May 20, 1934. Under the direction of Reverend Bott various 
improvements were made in the church property and the spiritual 
progress of the parish was greatly promoted through the inaugura- 
tion of the Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help. One of the more recent improvements made was the installation 
of a loud speaker in the church, thus making the service audible to 
all worshippers. For fifty-six years the work has been carried 
steadily forward to the benefit of the entire parish. 
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REV. EDWARD AUMANN is pastor of St. Lawrence Catholic Church, 
located at 1425 South Twenty-sixth Street in Milwaukee. He was 
born at Jefferson, Wisconsin, February 28, 1880, a son of John and 
Caroline (Kemmeter) Aumann. Both parents were natives of Jef- 
ferson, the father dying there on April 21, 1924, while the mother 
passed away January 28, 1925. The father was a farmer most 
of his life although in early manhood he assisted his father-in-law, 
Michael Kemmeter, as a brick maker. Mr. Kemmeter owned and 
operated a brick yard in Jefferson for many years prior to his death 
in 1914. Today the yard is owned by his three grandsons. 

Father Aumann was educated in St. Johss parochial school of 
Jefferson and then entered St. Francis Seminary to prepare himself 
for the priesthood. He was ordained on June 24, 1904, and was 
immediately sent as assistant pastor to Hartford, Wisconsin. For 
five and a half years he was stationed at Holy Redeemer Church at 
Madison, Wisconsin, and in 1911 was assigned to St. Joseph’s Church 
at Fort Atkinson as pastor. He remained there for thirty-three years 
or until June, 1944, when he came to Milwaukee to succeed Father 
John W. Bott, deceased, as pastor of St. Lawrence. 

St. Lawrence congregation of Milwaukee is composed of seven 
hundred families, while the school has an enrollment of 550. Father 
Aumann was very active in all civic affairs at Fort Atkinson. He 
is a member of the Knights of Columbus at Jefferson, Wisconsin, 
while politically he maintains an independent course. 


Dr. ROBERT WARREN BLUMENTHAL, a Milwaukee physician of 
large and important practice who chiefly specializes in internal medi- 
cine, was born in Columbus, Columbia County, Wisconsin, August 
28, 1881, his parents being Herman Martin and Mary C. (Kluckhohn) 
Blumenthal, the former born near Berlin, Germany, while the mother 
was a native of Indiana. His grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. August 
Blumenthal, came to the United States with their family in 1867 
and made their way westward to Columbus, Wisconsin, their son 
Herman being at that time a young lad. In the maternal line Doctor 
Blumenthal is a grandson of the Rev. Frederick Kluckhohn, a native 
of Germany who on coming to the United States established his home 
in Chicago during the period of early settlement there and engaged 
in the work of the ministry in that city for several years. He then 
removed to Indiana and later to Columbus, Wisconsin, while his last 
days were spent in South Dakota. While a resident of Illinois he 
became an intimate friend of General U.S. Grant. 

Herman M. Blumenthal became a dealer in marble, granite and 
building material at Columbus, Wisconsin, and also did a contract 
business along that line. He served as postmaster of the town, was 
a member of the school board and in other ways showed his deep 
interest in the progress of the community, while as a supporter of 
the Republican party he exercised considerable infiuence in its local 
ranks. He died in 1930. 

After attending the public schools of Columbus until graduated 
from the high school Doctor Blumenthal went to Chicago for pro- 
fessional training, which he received in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, which is the medical department of the University 
of Illinois. After his graduation there he became interne in the 
Waldheim Sanitarium of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, continuing in that 
institution for two years, after which he came to Milwaukee in 
1906. In his practice here he has made continuous progress as a 
result of his experience and his habit of study. In addition to an 
_ extensive private practice he was at one time president of the 
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Johnston Emergency Hospital and he is serving on the staffs of 
the Milwaukee County General Hospital, the Johnston Emergency 
Hospital, the Evangelical Deaconess Hospital and the Milwaukee Hos- 
pital, while since 1935 he has been the editor of the Milwaukee 
Medical Times, which under his able guidance is a journal of widely 
recognized value to the profession. He carries his investigations far 
and wide into the realms of medical science to the benefit of his 
patients and his professional associates. He is a member of the 
American Medical Association and the State Medical Society, is a 
past president of the Milwaukee County Medical Society and also 
formerly served as president of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine. 
He is, likewise a fellow of the American College of Physiefans, and 
is thoroughly familiar with the facts that come to light concerning 
the laws of health through the interchange of thought and experience 
in the meetings of these different bodies. 

The Doctor’s fraternity is Nu Sigma Nu. He belongs to the 
Grand Avenue Congregational Church, in which he formerly served 
as deacon, and he has membership in the City Club, of which he 
was president for two terms. He has also been commander of the 
Wisconsin Commandery of the Military Order of Foreign Wars 
and during his military service in connection with the first World 
War he was designated as instructional officer to put into effect a 
schedule of instructions laid down by the office of the surgeon general 
of the United States Army. He was connected with the Wisconsin 
National Guard, holding the rank of major, and serving on the 
Mexican border in 1916-17 and in World War I he went overseas 
as assistant division surgeon with the Thirty-second Division and 
was ordered to the First American Army, with which he remained 
as assistant chief surgeon until February 27, 1919. He was mustered 
out at Camp Grant in May, 1919. In addition to his other mem- 
bership connections Doctor Blumenthal is identified with the Lions 
Club, and he belongs to the Masonic Order, having attained the 
thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and is also a Shriner. 

On the 18th of March, 1908, Doctor Blumenthal married Lilian 
M. Whitney, a native of Columbus, Wisconsin, and a daughter of 
Alonzo and Esther (Lee) Whitney, representatives of one of the 
early pioneer families of Columbia County, who settled there when 
the district was still inhabited by Indians. Mrs. Blumenthal is 
descended from both English and Irish ancestry. The Doctor and 
his wife have a daughter, Lilian, who is the ae of Louis Marick, 
Their home is at Grosse Pointe Farms, as Mr. Marick is associated 
with the United States Rubber Company of Detroit in development 
operations. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Marick have been born four children: 
Louis, Tom, Lilian and Catherine. Doctor Blumenthal is a member 
of the American Legion, the state council of defense; is secr etary of 
district appeal board No. 1, selective service, ue a “member of the 
Red Arrow Club of Milwaukee. His hobby is farming, specializing 
in the raising of ducks, chicks, turkeys, bees and fruit. 


JOHN HENRY BENNETT. There is no division in public opinion 
as to John Henry Bennett, who is numbered among the distinguished 
lawyers of Wisconsin. He has been actively engaged in general prac- 
tice at Viroqua for more than forty years, and he has left the impress 
of his ability upon the legislative activity of the state, having for 
eight years served as a member of the Senate. 

His ancestors may be traced to the Massachusetts Bay settlement 
and his immediate family to the State of Vermont, where his father, 
John M. Bennett, was born at Stockbridge, December 2 29, 1848. His 
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mother, Mary Ball Bennett, was a native of Manchester, England. 
Both his grandparents spent their useful years as members of the 
teaching profession. The father’s family settled in Vernon County 
in the early 50’s and the mother’s family located in Columbia County, 
Wisconsin. Branches of the Bennett family found their way to 
widely scattered sections of the United States and many members of 
the family are represented in the legal profession. 

Mr. Bennett was born at Newton, Vernon County, Wisconsin, on 
the 18th day of November, 1876, and was educated in the public 
schools of Wisconsin and of Dakota Territory and in private study. 
His interest in the work of the courts led to his preparation for the 
bar and he was admitted to practice in Wiscongig-in 1895. In 1903 
he was licensed to practice in the federal courts and in 1926 before 
the United States Supreme Court. He has led a most busy and useful 
life in the practice of his profession, and in connection therewith has 
filled various public offices. In 1898 he was elected district attorney 
of Vernon County, and with the exception of one term filled the office 
without intermission for fourteen years. He also served as city 
attorney of Viroqua for many years and in 1914 he was chosen one 
of the lawmakers of the state, being elected to the upper House of 
the General Assembly, where, through reelection, he continued for 
eight years, taking active part in promoting many progressive 
measures. He was chairman of the Senate judiciary committee and 
of the Senate committee on corporations, and his well considered 
opinions, resulting from careful and earnest thought, proved an 
influencing factor in shaping important legislation. He also served 
as attorney for the legislative committee appointed to investigate the 
University of Wisconsin during the administration of Governor 
Davidson. 

While serving in the Wisconsin Senate, Mr. Bennett was instru- 
mental in causing to be passed the so-called “Rating Law,” Chapter 
61 Laws of 1917, authorizing the public to establish and fix rates of 
fire insurance by means of a rating bureau. This important legisla- 
tion, aimed at the establishment of reasonable rates of insurance 
premiums, was later sustained by the Supreme Court in one of its 
most notable and far-reaching decisions and in one of the ablest 
opinions ever written by Justice Rosenberry, in the case entitled 
State Ex Rel., Wisconsin Inspection Bureau v. Whitman, commis- 
sioner of insurance, 196 Wis. 472. 

Through appointment of the Supreme Court he was referee in the 
Forestry cases to determine and report the validity and amount of 
claims of tax lien claimants. 

For more than forty years Mr. Bennett has actively engaged in 
the practice of law in Viroqua, where he is now associated with 
Victor H. Breitenfield and his daughter, Olga Bennett, who for six 
years was secretary to Justice Wickhem of the Supreme Court. Mr. 
Bennett is a life member of the State Historical Society and of the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association and of the latter served three terms 
as a member of the board of governors, having been twice unanimously 
reelected by the members of the bar of the Sixth judicial circuit. He 
possesses the largest law library and equipment of any individual 
lawyer in the western section of the state. In 1988 he erected a law 
office building which in point of conveniences and equipment is out- 
standing. He possesses a comprehensive knowledge of legal principles 
with marked ability to apply these principles to the points under con- 
sideration and is numbered among the expert counselors and advocates 
of the state. In addition to his connection with the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association he belongs to the Vernon County Bar Association, of 
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which he is the secretary, and for thirty years has been a member of 
the American Bar Association. One of his strong points as a trial 
lawyer is the skill with which he separates the non-essential from 
the essential in the presentation of his cause before the courts, and 
the emphasis which he places upon the important point upon which . 
the decision finally turns. His briefs are clear, succinct and forceful. 
They are always carefully prepared. 

There is no secret or mystery in the success of the subject of this 
sketch. His achievement has been due to hard work, industry and 
persistent study, and largely because of his own efforts he has come 
from the bottom up. : 

In 1899 Mr. Bennett was married to Olga Omundson, of Viroqua, 
who died in May, 1941. The four children of this marriage are: 
Elizabeth B., who was graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in the class of 1922 and is now a teacher in South Bend, Indiana; 
Gordon Bennett, who attended the University of Wisconsin and is 
now a farmer living at Viroqua; Mrs. Mary B. Gill, of MadiS0jii, for 
many years secretary in the banking department; and Olga Bennett, 
a member of the Viroqua bar, associated with her father. She re- 
ceived her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Wisconsin 
in 1928 and her Bachelor of Laws degree in 1935. 


CAPTAIN JOHN J. ROEN. The life story of Captain John J. Roen 
is a tale of danger and the attendant romance of herculean effort in 
which he has waged a victorious battle with the forces of nature, 
making a name for himself as the foremost salvager of wrecks on the 
Great: Lakes. He is now president of the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding 
& Dry Dock Company, owner and operator of the Roen Steamship 
Company and president of the Roen Transportation Company. 

Born in Tysse, Norway, on October 20, 1887, his parents were 
John J. and Martha (Kulild) Roen, also of Norwegian birth. Young 
John attended the schools of Norway until he was fourteen, when he 
shipped before the mast and followed the sea until 1906. Coming to 
America, he worked as a farm hand near Morris, Illinois, for two 
years, longing, however, for the sea. His Viking heritage led him up 
the lake to Manistee, Michigan, whence he sailed on a lumber barge 
and later on car ferries on the Straits of Mackinac. He received his 
first license in 1915 and his master’s papers in 1920. The tug Red . 
Wing, which he built in 1910 and used to tow cedar rafts from shore 
to loading schooners off the beach, was the first vessel that he built, 
owned and operated. It was from this little tug that his fleet has 
steadily grown, involving many buying, selling and reconverting 
transactions. Among these was the purchase of the Fred W. Green, 
a ship named for Governor Green of Michigan, bought in 1927 from 
the United States Shipping Board and in 1941 resold to the Maritime 
Commission. Captain Roen converted the vessel into a self-unloader, 
handling any kind of material from dust to thirty-five ton boulders. © 

Among many notable exploits Captain Roen’s handling of the 
wrecked freighter George M. Humphrey, flagship of the Kinsman 
Transit Company, has become a classic in the saga of Great Lakes 
salvaging feats. For a year and three months the Humphrey lay 
beneath the waters of the Straits of Mackinac. There, a mile and a 
half northeast of Mackinaw City, on June 15, 1943—while down- 
bound with 13,992 gross tons of iron ore for Chicago—she and the 
up-bound steamer D. M. Clemson collided in a heavy fog. A hole some 
eighteen by twenty-two feet was ripped in the Humphrey's starboard 
side, just abreast of No. 3 hatch. Down she went in eighty feet of 
water within twenty minutes after the crash. The once proud ship 
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became a menace to navigation, with masts extending slightly above 
the water, in the path of ferries and other craft plying between Mack- 
inaw City and St. Ignace. The owners abandoned the Humphrey to 
the insurance company, who appealed to the U. S. engineers to remove 
the wreck. Experts testified that raising it to the surface would be 
utterly impossible. But Captain John Roen put: in his bid: Either 
he would raise and salvage her, or destroy her sufficiently to allow 
free lake passage through the Straits. The project became 
a “Million Dollar Gamble.” If he succeeded the freighter would be 
his—war-time valuation a million. The alternative would be to blow 
up the 600 foot ship, suffering the loss of all it had cost to make the 
effort. 

The Captain and his salvage crew began work on October 20, in 
the face of fall storms and constantly shifting currents. Divers 
removed the hatches, and cranes on the barges Maitland and Industry 
brought to the surface 8,000 of the almost 14,000 tons of iron ore. 
The workers removed parts and equipment; they secured measure- 
ments and details which made possible an exact blueprint study of all 
phases of the tremendous problem during the winter months when 
icy waters halted the actual work. This was resumed on May 9. Men 
who understood the titanic undertaking spoke of it as sheer genius. 
Most of them said it couldn’t be done, but to know Captain Roen even 
slightly one would note the determination in the lines of his face and 
a will to do or die. With great ingenuity he designed and applied 
sheaves, pulleys and a web of cables from the Humphrey to the Matt- 
land. A small working model was employed for preliminary tests. 
The discovery that the tanks were air-tight augured success. A mani- 
fold was rigged up for the injection of air into the tanks from pumps 
aboard the surface craft. Pressure and timing were recorded with 
scientific accuracy. With meticulous care divers attached lines to 
valves in the sunken engine room. Hundreds of rivets were removed 
and sheaves attached. They plastered over seams with quick-sealing 
cement, lowered to them in bags. Meanwhile, 3,000 more tons of ore 
had been raised. Then the 7/8-inch lifting cable, 15,000 feet of it, was 
interlaced in four segments for quick adjustment through the sheaves. 

At last, on August 7, the first lift was made. The precision with 
which ballast and air were manipulated involved the most intricate 
calculations. The Straits bottom had been cleared of obstructions and 
a circuitous route charted for the spectacular under water voyage. 
Six lifts were made, and by August 29 the wreck was within fourteen 
feet of the surface, so that the Maitland had to move to one side and 
the barge Hilda was brought to the other. All this involved new 
complications in securing just the proper lifting power, but Captain 
Roen met each problem with consummate skill. At one time the trim 
of the Humphrey went awry and the long ship rolled dangerously. 
A crane operator, happening to have a shotgun, fired and cut the air 
line that was injecting too much air. The ship was righted and the 
day was saved, with the Captain scurrying about on the deck of the 
Humphrey, shutting off valves. As soon as the lifting was completed 
a temporary patch of heavy timbers was placed over the great hole 
in the side. This done, her tanks were pumped, she floated on her 
own, and the tug John Roen III towed the Humphrey triumphantly 
across Lake Michigan to Sturgeon Bay. It was a great day for Captain 
Roen’s home town—a holiday, with several thousand people cheering 
and horns and whistles blowing to welcome the Captain and his prize. 

So unique was this achievement that it has been published from 
eoast to coast and has earned for Captain Roen Government recog- 
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nition, especially in view of the fact that all available carriers are so 
urgently needed in these war times. ; 

The Captain has to his credit many other notable successes along 
this line. His earliest case was that of his own barge Transport, in 
1935, near Crisp Point in Lake Superior. During the tragic Armistice 
day storm of 1940 many steamers were stranded. Among these the 
Sinaloa, Sparta and Frank J. Peterson were later salvaged by Captain 
Roen—each presenting difficulties that required most skilful handling. 

The word “can’t” is not to be found in his vocabulary. He achieved 
the seemingly impossible when, in 1931, he contracted with the State 
of Michigan to transport sand and gravel for eighteen miles of high- 
way between St. Ignace and Sault Ste. Marie, to be delivered twelve 
miles north of St. Ignace. This was accomplished by dredging inland 
close enough to the roadbed so that a runway for trucks could be made 
for the remaining distance from shore, permitting the loading of 
materials. 

Since the start of World War II the Coast Guard has had the 
responsibility of lengthening as much as possible the seagon for navi- 
gation, so that ore boats would yield the utmost Ue in into the 
fall and early in the spring. The Coast Guard in turn employed the 
two powerful tugs, John Roen and John Roen III, both owned by 
Captain Roen, to do their share in keeping open the approaches to 
the Soo locks and in breaking ice wherever necessary at Green Bay, 
Escanaba, Manistique, the Soo and other harbors. 

Since 1931 Captain Roen has resided and maintained his head- 
quarters in Sturgeon Bay. In the year 1934 he and W. J. Wolters 
purchased the controlling interest in the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding 
& Dry. Dock Company and in 1937 they acquired the balance of the 
stock, since which time Captain Roen has been the president. In addi- 
tion he owns and operates the Roen Steamship Company, as well as 
the Roen Transportation Company. 

In 1915 Captain Roen married Miss Mary Skye. Two children 
were born to them: Marquis, on July 10, 1916, now in the Coast Guard 
service with headquarters at Escanaba; and Hilda, on January 10, 
1919, now married to Charles Asher, of Detroit, who, like herself, is 
a graduate of Michigan State University. On the Ist of July, 1938, 
Captain Roen married a second time, Solvieg Weseth becoming his 
wife. Their son, John Stanley, born April 19, 1936, was drowned in 
Sturgeon Bay, in front of his own home, on July 19, 1943. Their 
little daughter, Sonja, was born January 1, 1942. 

Captain Roen belongs to the Lutheran church. He was formerly 
affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He has recently 
erected a beautiful home on Memorial Drive in Sturgeon Bay, where 
he and his family now reside. 


Fox RIVER PAPER CORPORATION. Although preceded in Appleton 
by several other paper manufacturing enterprises, the Fox Rixer 
Paper Corporation was nevertheless organized when the industry 
was still in its infancy in this section of the state and operated until 
December 1, 1938. The business was first incorporated under the 
name of the Fox River Flour & Paper Company by Captain G, W. 
Spaulding, S. K. Wambold, J. D. Witter, J. H. Whorton, W. G. 
Whorton and H. G. Freeman. Mr Spaulding and Mr. Wambold 
were connected individually with the flour milling industry and their 
plants, and eventually all other flour mills on the water front, were 
purchased by the new Flour & Paper Company, which they had aided 
in founding. ; 
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In 1887 the articles of incorporation were amended and the word 
“Flour” was dropped from the corporate name. The company started 
with a small unit known as the Ravine mill, the plant being eighty 
by one hundred feet in dimensions, while employment was furnished 
to eighty workmen. The daily capacity of the plant was four tons 
of paper. When the expansion of the trade caused the business to 
outgrow its original quarters, needed additional space was secured 
through the building of the Lincoln mill in 1887 and four years after 
the organization of the business the output had increased to twelve 
tons per day. Still the business continued to expand and in 1893 a 
third mill was built, while in the meantime several additions had 
been made to the main plant and the manpower had been increased 
by the employment of three hundred and seventy-five workmen. 
Another addition to the plant was made through the purchase of the 
Telulah mill from the Kimberly-Clark #Corporation in 1920. On 
December 1, 1938, all property was sold'to a new company, the Fox 


- River Paper Corporation. 


The Fox River Paper Corporation is engaged in the manufacture 
of rag content bond, ledger, and technical papers. In normal times 
the company employs five hundred people,reduced during the man 
shortage about four hundred and fifty employes. The products are 
sold all over the United States and in days of peace they have also 
enjoyed a considerable export trade. 

The present officials of the Fox River Paper Corporation are 
Kk. A. Oberweiser, president; his son, David E. Ober ee vice 
president ; William Roberts, secretary- ‘treasurer rn: and Py _ Wesco, 
vice president and sales manager. 


EK. A. OBERWEISER, of Appleton, is a representative of one of the 
foremost industries of his section of the state, being the president 
of the Fox River Paper Corporation, the interests of which he is 
wisely and intelligently directing along lines that lead to permanent 
success. He is one of Wisconsin’s native sons, for he was born in 
Menasha, June 30, 1880, and there he spent his youthful days, ac- 
quiring his education in the public schools. 

Mr. Oberweiser started out in the business world as an employe 
of the First National Bank of Menasha but after a brief period 
joined the George Whiting Paper Company, in which connection he 
gained valuable experience for his subsequent career. In 1908 he 
took charge of the interests of the Whiting Plover Paper Company 
at Stevens Point. He became president in 1980. In 1938 he left the 
Whiting Plover Company and organized, with M. E. Roberts, the 
Fox River Paper Corporation, which on December 1, 1988, pur- 
chased the properties of the Fox River Paper Company. The story 
of its development is given elsewhere in this publication. Through- 
out practically all the years of the present century Mr. Oberweiser 
has been identified with the paper manufacturing industry, making 
steady progress thr ough the adoption of thoroughly modern methods 
and processes and he is well known in trade circles in this section 
of the state. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oberweiser have a son and daughter, David E. 
and Camille. The son is a graduate of Cornell University and he 
wedded Miss Dorothy Newsome and has one child, David I. Jr. Ca- 
mille is now the wife of D. G. Kilpatrick and the mother of one 
child, their home being in Washington, D. C. Mr. Oberweiser is a 

member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, the Knights of Columbus and 
the Catholic Order of Foresters. He is likewise connected with the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and with the Rotary Club, 
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all of which indicates his association with those forces which make 
for moral and social progress and for civic development, Appleton 
having found him a valued citizen during the years of his residence 
here. 


WILLIAM ROBERTS is well known in the business circles of Apple- 
ton as the secretary-treasurer of the Fox River Paper Corporation. 
A native of Newport, Kentucky, he is a.son of Merritt EK. and Alice 
(Callahan) Roberts, the latter of Canadian birth. The father was 
born in Marinette, Wisconsin, and was named for his father, Merritt 
Roberts, a native of Malone, New York, who on migrating westward 
made, his way to Wisconsin and became one of the pioneer farmers 
of this state. Here he reared his family, and his son, Merritt Roberts, 
joined the army as a soldier of the Spanish-American War. Later 
he became identified with the industrial development: of Appleton as 
one of the organizers of the Fox River Paper Corporation, with 
which he was associated until his death in tha year 1939. 

William Roberts is a graduate of Loyola (University of Chicago 
and the University of Chicago Law School. He first engaged in 


- business with the A. B. Dick Company of Chicago. In 19388 he joined 


the Fox River Paper Corporation, with which he has since been 
identified, his official position being that of secretary-treasurer. 
Mr. Roberts was united in marriage to Miss Rosalie Adams, of 
Wilmette, Illinois, and they have a family of three sons and a 
daughter, namely: Michael, Peter, Stephanie and Terrence. 


JOHN EASTMAN JOYS is the third of the name of John Joys and 
of the third generation of the family to serve as president of the 
Joys Brothers Company, conducting a ship chandlery business in 
Milwaukee. His grandfather, Captain John Joys, a native of Nor- 
way, came to the United States in 1855 and here became actively 
associated with the business that had been established in 1844 by 
Greenleaf D. Norris, a leading pioneer settler of Milwaukee, who 
began dealing in ship chandlery and employed both Captain John 
Joys and his brother, A. M. Joys. On the death of Mr. Norris his 
widow asked the brothers to take charge of the business as her 
partners, which they did under the firm name of Norris & Joys. 
After a few years she sold her interest to the Joys Brothers, who 
then continued under their own name. Captain John Joys remained 
as president of the company until his death in 1910, when he was 
succeeded by his brother, Andrew M. Joys. The grandfather was 
married twice, his second wife having been Emily Lund. 

John Joys, born of this second marriage in Milwaukee on October 
14, 1869, pursued his education in the public schools and in 1890 
began clerking for the firm of Norris & Joys, of which his father 
and his uncle soon afterward became sole owners. At the death 
of his father he became the vice president of the company and on his 
uncle’s death he succeeded to the presidency, occupying that position 
from 1919 until his own demise in 1935. The trade was steadily 
developed until it became the largest of the kind in the Upper Mis- 
sissippi Valley and included the sale of sails, sail covers, canvas 
products, marine hardware, wire and other rope and marine paints. 
John Joys If, acquainted with the business from his youth, was well 
qualified to develop and enlarge the enterprise, which he did, making 
it a profitable business venture. 

On the 12th of May, 1897, was celebrated the marriage of John 
Joys and Mabel Eastman, of Milwaukee, who was descended from 
a very early American family of English lineage, her line being 
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traced back to Roger Kastman, who came to America from England 
in 1688. The family was represented in the struggle for inde- 
pendence and Mrs. Mabel (Eastman) Joys was a member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.. She was born in Milwaukee 
in 1873 and died in 1929, at the age of fifty-six years. The children 
of John and Mabel (Eastman) Joys were four in number, of whom 
Emily became the wife of Hans P. Schultz, of Milwaukee. John 
Eastman is the second of the family... Roger Eastman Joys, now 
vice president of the Joys Brothers Company, married Doris Burdick, 
of an early Sheboygan family, and they have two sons: ' Sargent 
and Roger. Margaret, the youngest of the family, is the wife of 
McCutcheon Powell, of Milwaukee. 

John Kastman Joys, born in this city in 1899, was graduated 
from the Riverside high school but before completing his course 
he enlisted, at the age of eighteen years, for service in the first World 
War and was attached to Base Hospital No. 22. He was overseas for 


“more than a year, being on duty, at Bordeaux, France, after which 


he returned home and finished his course in the Riverside high 
school. He then enrolled as a student in the University of Wisconsin 
and won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1923, having given special 
attention to mechanical engineering during his college days. 

For two years after completing his education Mr. Joys was em- 
ployed by the Lakeside power plant of the Milwaukee Electric Rail- 
way & Transport Company, and then became associated with the 
Joys Brothers Company in 1925. He has filled various official posi 
tions, including that of vice president and general manager, and in 
1935, following his father’s death, he was elected to the presidency 
of the company, which occupies a position of leadership in its 
particular field in this section of the country. The business is 
located at 129 North Water Street. While entering upon a business 
long established and successfully conducted, he has still further 
promoted the trade, gaining for himself a most creditable and 
enviable position as a forcetul executive in control of a business 
that has now been in existence for an entire century. 

Since December, 1941, the Joys Brothers Company has been en- 
gaged in the manufacture of a wide variety of products for the armed 
forces, including truck covers, squad tents, pontoon covers, canvas 
shower curtains for sterlization bath units, instrument covers and 
bags, balloon cloths, camouflage covers, diving shoes, sails, boat 
awnings and covers, tow lines, hatch covers, lanyards, paracrate 
harness and other canvas goods which the plant is well equipped to 
produce speedily, economically and efficiently. In 1944 the company 
received the army ordnance award in recognition of exceptional 
achievement in the production of war materials, meeting: the Gov- 
ernment’s exacting standards of workmanship and service require- 
ments. 

Mr. Joys married Dorothy Chapman, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Doctor and Mrs. F. M. Chapman, her father a retired 
physician of this city. Mr. and Mrs. Joys have a son and a 
daughter: John Eastman Jr., who is a student at White Fish Bay 
high school and Eleanor Eastman, attending the University of Wis- 
consin. Mr. Joys ig a Mason with membership in Kenwood Lodge 
No. 323, F. & A. M., and he also belongs to the University Club, the 
University Alumni Association and the Rotary Club. He has always 
steadily maintained the high reputation associated with the family 
name through its business relations and his record reflects credit 
upon the history of the Joys in Milwaukee. 
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WILLIAM L. PIEPLOW, president of the Security Savings & Loan 
Association of Milwaukee, has a long record of acceptable accomplish- 
ments in building and loan service to citizens of his native city, in 
English Lutheran church work, varied civic projects, as a state leader 
of the Republican party and in advancing the welfare of Milwaukee’s 
publie schools. Concerning Mr. Pieplow’s aid in improving the public 
school system of Milwaukee, Carroll G. Pearse, who served as super- 
intendent of Milwaukee schools from 1904 until 1913, and who is now 
a resident of the city of Wauwatosa, on Milwaukee’s western bound- 
ary, Says: . 

“Mr. Pieplow served as a member of the Milwaukee board of 
school directors for seventeen years, 1902-1919, and he was its 
president for three years, being elected for three one-year terms in 
1908, in 1917 and in 1918. He brought to his school board duties an 
unusual preparation. He had been for some years on the editorial 
staff of the American School Board Journal and had there gained a 
wide knowledge of the city schools of the United States, an acquaint- 
ance with the most approved methods of school organization and 
management, and with many of the leading school administrators. 

“This knowledge Mr. Pieplow pkaced at the service of the schools. 
It is no reflection on the many other intelligent, public-spirited mem- 
bers to say that no one of them did more to establish sound principles 
and practices of school management in the Milwaukee schools. During 
the years of his service the management was being gradually changed 
over from the earlier, largely local, to a considerable extent personal, 
and not infrequently political system, to a professional basis in which 
teachers were, not sometimes but habitually, appointed and promoted 
on recommendation of the superintendent and his professional as- 
sistants; in which text books were selected on recommendation of the 
professional staff ; in which school houses were located to accommodate 
the greatest number of children in the territory to be served, rather 
than to give the local politician a plum for his ward, and were planned 
by architects who had made a special study of school house archi- 
tecture. 

“In these, and in many other details of the change-over from the 
more primitive, outgrown system to the more modern, businesslike 
and professional organization, Mr. Pieplow contributed wise counsel 
and decisive leadership, a leadership that was more effective because 
he had no axes to grind and sought no favors, either for himself or 
for friends.” 

William L. Pieplow was born on April 12, 1876, in Bay View, 
now the Seventeenth and Twenty-seventh wards of Milwaukee. His 
father was a sailor on the Great Lakes, and a foreman in Bay View 
rolling mills for twenty-five years. Mr. Pieplow was educated in a 
Lutheran parochial school, in the public schools and in a business 
college. At the age of fifteen he became a clerk in a hardware store. 

In 1893, largely self-educated, William L. Pieplow became office 
manager and associate editor of The School Board Journal, of which 
William George Bruce was publisher. In 1908, with Charles Lohr 
and Edward Boyle, he engaged in the monument business, and in 
1905 he became advertising manager of the A. J. Lindemann &. 
Hoverson Company. Later he became manager of the Arcadian 
Malleable Range Company, and still later secretary of the Aleazar 
Range & Heater Company. In 1913 he became president of the 
Security Savings & Loan Association and has served in this capacity 
to the present date. 

In 1920 and 1921 he was president of the board of trustees of the 
public library, on which body he served six years. He has served as a 
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director of the South Side Advancement Association for thirty-five 
years and as president three terms. 

A lover of music, he served as president of the Handel choir and 
as vice president of the A Capella choir, both celebrated Milwaukee 
musical organizations. 

In 1930 Mr. Pieplow was a candidate for secretary of state on 
the Republican ticket with Governor Walter Kohler, who was seeking 
re-election. 

On April 24, 1901, Mr. Pieplow married Miss Emilie Klingbeil, 
of Milwaukee. They have a married daughter, Erna C. Bruss. There 
are two grandchildren, Caro] Louise and David William. 

On September 19, 1948, citizens of the Eleventh and Twenty-fourth 
wards of Milwaukee dedicated a war memorial of Wisconsin granite 
at South Twenty-seventh Street and West Forest Home Avenue to 
honor the citizens of the two wards who are serving their country in 
the present war. Mr. Pieplow was president of the organization which 


_erected the memorial, and he delivered the dedicatory address. 


APPLETON MACHINE (OMPANY. From humble beginnings have 
been developed some of Vhe largest and most important business 
interests of Appleton, which truth finds verification in the history 
of the Appleton Machine Company—a business that features largely 
in the industrial development of the city. If one could turn back 
the hourglass of time to the year 1857 there would be found in the 
little town of Appleton an unpretentious blacksmith shop, operated 
by one Crosby Ketchum, that was the antecedent of the iron working 
and machine industry of the city. In fact it was the initial force 
that resulted in the organization and operation of the Appleton 
Machine Company. 

A decade later there arrived from the East John J. Morgan, a 
native of the State of New York, who began playing an important 
part in the development of the little business that had been estab- 
lished but was as yet not under organization control. He bought an 
interest in the Ketchum foundry and machine shop and the firm 
of Ketchum and Morgan was thus formed. Twelve years later the 
original proprietor sold his interest in the business to H. F. Bassett, 
who had come to Appleton from Massachusetts, and thus the Morgan- 
Bassett Company was formed. About the same time the family of 
Gotfried Saecker came to America from Germany and the three 
sons, F. E., H. G. and W. F. Saecker, soon afterward organized the 
Appleton Machine Company. Four years later they purchased Mr. 
Bassett’s interest in the Morgan-Bassett Company, and the two 
businesses were merged under the name of the Appleton Machine 
Company, which name has since been retained in connection with 
what has been one of the growing and profitable industrial enter- 
prises of the city. 

Today the company manufactures pulp and paper machinery, 
making a standard line, and also makes all sorts of special machinery 
according to individual blueprints. Henry P. Madsen is now the 
president and general manager, with C. R. Furminger as the vice 
president; Carrie E. Morgan, secretary; and Victor W. Bloomer, 
treasurer. The company now has two hundred employes and their 
output is sold all over the United States and in normal times they 
also have some export trade. The original site of the business was 
across the street from the present plant, although the foundry and 
machine shop are still located across the street. The plant is thorough- 
ly equipped in first class manner, with modern, improved machinery 
suited to their line of manufacture, and in later years it has been 
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necessary to make several additions to the buildings in order to meet 
the demands of their patrons. The business has always been care- 
fully and wisely managed and in control at the present are most 
efficient officers. 

Henry P. Madsen, who is the president of the company and 
continues as the general manager of the business, is a native of 
Beloit, Wisconsin, born March 38, 1899. His parents were Peter and 
Helene (Gilbertson) Madsen, the former a native of Denmark and 
the latter of Norway. The father came to the United States in 1876, 
settling in Beloit, where he became superintendent of a farm imple- 
ment business, but both he and his wife are now deceased. 

Henry P. Madsen, the youngest of their family of five children, 
attended the Beloit schools until he had reached the high school and 
later he was a pupil in St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, 
Wisconsin. He enlisted for service in the first World War, but the 
Armistice was signed before he was called to active duty on the 
battle front. Both before and after the war he worked for the Fair- 
banks-Morse Company at Beloit, remaining with that corporation for 
three years, and in November, 1919, he came to Appleton, where he 
entered the employ of the Appleton Machine Company as a drafts- 
man. Unflagging industry and close application brought him ad- 
vancement and added responsibilities gin each forward position, but 
he gained a thorough knowledge of thf business and in 1939 he was 
elected to the presidency of the company and also was made general 
manager, in which conneg¢tions he still continues. His efficiency in 
the conduct of the business is shown in the increasing success of the 
enterprise which he now directs. 

Mr. Madsen married Miss Hazel Dean, of Appleton, a daughter 
of William H. and Agnes (Van Dusen) Dean and a graduate of the 
State Teachers College at Oshkosh. They now have one child, Aud- 
rey, who was born March 19, 1927, and is now a student in the 
Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Madsen has many interests outside the direct field of business, 
and his has been a well rounded development. He is a member of the 
First Congregational Church and he has attained the thirty-second 
degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and is a member of Tripoli Temple 
of the Mystic Shrine at Milwaukee. His interest in civic affairs is 
shown in the fact that he is serving as a director in the Appleton 
Chamber of Commerce and socially his connections are with the 
Riverside and Butte des Morts Golf clubs of Appleton and with the 
Chicago Athletic Club. He thus tempers business with a safe amount 
of relaxation and he makes photography his hobby. 


ISAAC P. WITTER, who passed from this life September 26, 1942, 
left the indelible impress of his individuality and capability upon the 
development of Wisconsin Rapids. He was identified with a number 
of the most important business interests of the city, was a recognized 
leader in Republican circles and was helpfully associated with all 
the activities that make for civic betterment. All who knew him 
recognized his sterling worth as a man and citizen, and deep regret 
was felt at his passing. He was born May 11, 1873, in Wisconsin 
Rapids, then called Grand Rapids, a son of Jeremiah D. and Emily 
(Phelps) Witter. His father, also a distinguished citizen, was born 
in Brookfield, Madison County, New York, September 18, 1835, his 
parents having been Josiah and Calista (Longworthy) Witter. They 
were poor, hardworking farming people but they possessed sub- 
stantial qualities that were inherited by their son and brought 
him to prominence in business and professional circles, In his youth- 
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ful days Jeremiah D. Witter acquired a common school education 
and worked with his father on the home farm, as he did after the 
removal of the family to Dakota, Waushara County, Wisconsin. While 
aiding in the cultivation of the fields during the summer months he 
taught school through the winter seasons until eighteen years of 
age, after which he spent a year as a student in Milton College at 
Milton, Wisconsin. He next entered the law office of his brother- 
in-law, W. C. Webb, at Wautoma, Wisconsin, and was admitted to the 
bar. Ten years later he married and removed to Grand Rapids, 
as the town was called before it was renamed Wisconsin Rapids, and 
here made his permanent home. For eight years he engaged in the 
practice of law in partnership with Judge C. M. Webb and he also 
served as county judge and as district judge. Later he turned his 
attention to commercial interests, entering the real estate and insur- 
ance business and also becoming a lumber dealer and banker as 
well as a public official. He founded the First National Bank of 
Wisconsin Rapids, organized the Bank of Centralia and likewise had 
banking interests in the Dakotas. He was financially interested as a 
stockholder in almost every important business enterprise in the city 
in which he resided, and his efforts were a strong stimulating 
element in the commercial growth and development of this section 
of the state. He founded the Witter Free Traveling Libraries and 
he fathered the T. B. Scott Library. He also contributed liberally 
to the support of schools, churches and private charities and was 
constantly extending a helping hand where he believed that aid 
would be of public benefit. By reason of his sound judgment and 
careful management of business affairs, coupled with unfaltering 
reliability, he became known as the wealthiest and most progres- 
sive man in the Wisconsin valley. In politics he was always a stanch 
Republican and an effective party worker. For twenty-five years he 
served on the school board and was also a member of the Library 
board, and he gave generously to start the Library. He likewise 
assisted many young people to gain an education and at one time he 
was a teacher in the Congregational church Sunday school, but later 
united with the Methodist church. He died in Chicago, March 22, 
1902, and among his bequests was fifty thousand dollars for the 
Wisconsin Rapids schools, a thousand dollars to each of the churches 
of the city and ten thousand dollars to the Public Library. His wife, 
Emily L. (Phelps) Witter, was born in Ceres, Pennsylvania, a daugh- 
ter of Isaac and Laura E. (Rew) Phelps. She attended Alfred Uni- 
versity in Alfred, New York, and after her marriage to J. D. Witter 
she came with her husband to Wisconsin Rapids. She was the founder 
of the chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution in Wis- 
consin Rapids and a member of the Colonial Dames, and she also 
had membership connection with the Methodist church. To Mr. and 
Mrs. J. D. Witter were born four children: Ellis, who was born 
October 6, 1862, and died July 26, 1865; Laura, who was born June 
25, 1868, and is also deceased; Isaac P., whose name introduces this 
record; and Ruth, who was born October 29, 1875, and became the 
wife of George Mead. 

Reared in Wisconsin Rapids, Isaac P. Witter mastered the work of 
the grades in the public schools and then entered the Howe high 
school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1891. He later 
spent three years as a student in the University of Wisconsin and 
studied for. a year in Germany. He was always interested in the 
cause of education and after his father’s death he succeeded him as 
a member of the school board and filled the office for ten years, act- 
ing as president of the board for four years of that period. In the 
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meantime he had become an active factor in the business life of the 
city and in addition to filling the presidency of the First National 
Bank he became financially interested in the Ahdawagam Furniture 
Company, of which he was made president, also in the Johnson Hill 
Company and was one of founders and original stockholder of the 
Consolidated Power & Paper Company, his cooperation being re- 
garded as a valuable asset in the successful conduct of any under- 
taking with which he was associated. 

Mr. Witter also closely studied the vital political questions and 
issues of the day, giving his support to the Republican party and aid- 
ing in guiding its activities through the influence which he exerted 
among its followers. He served for four years as a member of the 
State Senate, representing the Twenty-fourth district from 1916 to 
1920. His college fraternity was Theta Delta Chi and he had mem- 
bership in the Masonic order and the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, being one of the founders of the Elks Home in Wisconsin 
Rapids. His work in any relation of life was of a constructive char- 
acter and proved of benefit to his fellowmen. 

On the 27th of June, 1900, Isaac P. Witter married Charlotte 
L. Gibson, of Green Bay, Wisconsin, a daughter of the Rev. George 
and Cecilia (King) Gibson. Her father was an Episcopalian min- 
ister, who was born in the State of New York. He served as a Union 
soldier in the Civil War and parficipated in the battle of Vicksburg. 
He was a lieutenant with Grant} army as a member of a New York 
regiment. Before going to war he had devoted some time to the 
study of theology and after the cessation of hostilities he began 
further preparation for the ministry, to which he was ordained in 
1867, having been one of the early graduates of Washota Seminary. 
His wife, Cecilia King, was of Green Bay, Wisconsin, a daughter of 
Daniel W. King, who was the owner of several drug stores. Mrs. 
Witter, the daughter of the Rev. George Gibson and his wife, en- 
gaged in teaching music prior to her marriage and, being an ac- 
complished musician, she served as organist in the Episcopal church 
in her earlier womanhood. She has been very active in club work and 
in social circles and was one of the founders of the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs of Wisconsin Rapids, serving as its first president. 
She has also been active in the Society of Colonial Dames and in 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, and in the latter has 
served as vice regent. She took a prominent part in the woman’s 
suffrage movement before women were given the right of franchise 
and was a member of the state board as vice president and treasurer. 
She likewise served on the board of the League of Women Voters 
and she was for four years president of the Conference of Social 
Workers, being deeply interested at all times in those movements 
which stand for justice and for intellectual and moral progress. She 
and her husband gave all the windows in the nave to the Episcopal 
church in Wisconsin Rapids, and the plans for the church construc- 
tion were carried out under his supervision. Mrs. Witter has done 
some writing of music, particularly in connection with transposing 
for the organ. She owns and occupies one of the palatial homes in 
Wisconsin Rapids, where she spends the summer months, while 
the winter months are spent in California, where she also has an 
attractive home. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Witter had but one child, Jere D., who was born 
September 4, 1902. He was educated in Hills College in Pennsylvania 
and in the University of Wisconsin. He married Suzanne Gobell, and 
their children are: Jere D., who was born February 19, 1927; 
Priscilla, born September 19, 1930; and Phelps Dean, born October 
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4, 1932. Jere D., son of Jere D. Witter, is now in pre-flight training 
at St. Mary’s, California. The second wife of Jere D. Witter was 
Viola Burns, and they reside in the Fernando Valley of California, 
where he owns a fine estate. 

Mr. Isaac P. Witter was always very active and interested in 
beautifying his city and in city planning. He served on the park 
board and was interested in beautifying the cemetery and it was he 
who paid for and supervised the planting of lilacs throughout the 
city. Horticulture was his hobby. He served on the diocesian council 
of the Episcopal church (Fond du Lac Council), and after he became 
less active in business he devoted much of his time to his church work. 


GERHARD H. SCHROEDER is the president and business manager 
of the Milwaukee Sanitarium, located at 1220 Dewey Avenue in 
Wauwatosa. He took over the work in 1919 and has directed the 
business interests of the institution, which is a credit to the state 
because of the high standards maintained and the excellent service 
rendered its patients. 

Mr. Schroeder hag spent his entire life in Wisconsin, having been 
born in Eau Claire, December 25, 1889, a son of August and Minna 
(Stoetekluh) Schroeder, both of whom were natives of Germany. 
The Schroeder and Stoetekluh families came to the new world about 
the same time—1874—and made their way to Wisconsin. In early life 
August Schroeder learned the mason’s trade and became a con- 
tractor in Eau Claire, where he carried on business for a considerable 
period, there passing away in 1904. He had long survived his wife, 
who died during the infancy of their son, Gerhard H. 

Reared in Eau Claire, at the usual age Gerhard H. Schroeder en- 
tered the public schools and mastered the work of suecessive grades 
until he had completed the high school course. He afterward attended 
the Union Business College and in 1909 he was employed as record 
clerk in the state prison at Waupun, Wisconsin, where his capability 
won him promotion to chief clerk of the institution. In 1913 he 
received appointment to the position of business manager at the 
Central State Hospital for the Insane at Waupun and was thus 
employed until he put aside all business and personal considerations 
in order to serve his country, then engaged in the first World War. 
He was assigned to the One Hundred and Fifty-fifth Infantry and 
received his training at Camp Grant in Rockford, Illinois. 

With his discharge from the army Mr. Schroeder came to the 
Milwaukee Sanitarium as business manager and treasurer and since 
1942 has been president of the company which operates the institu- 
tion. The buildings are on the cottage plan, somewhat on the Colonial 
style of architecture, are light and airy and most comfortably fur- 
nished. Maintaining the highest standards for more than a half 
century, the Sanitarium stands for all that is best in the care and 
treatment of nervous disorders. -The buildings comprise fourteen 
units in the cottage plan and are surrounded by most lovely and 
spacious grounds, adorned with beautiful old trees that are not sur- 
passed anywhere. The Sanitarium has been at its present location 
since 1884. It was started by Dr. James McBride, who purchased 
a large farm for the purpose and who remained owner of the Sani- 
tarium until 1895. In that year Dr. Richard Dewey came from 
Kankakee, Illinois, and took over the sanitarium, remaining’ as 
medical director until 1919, when he was succeeded by Mr. Schroeder, 
whose previous experience with public institutions had well qualified 
him for the duties which he then assumed and which he has carried 
on for about a quarter of a century. On the staff are ten well 
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known and most efficient physicians, and the most thoughtful care 
and attention is given the patients. 

In 1940 Mr. Schroeder married Sophie Yoerg, who was born in 
Frankfort on Main, Germany, and is of German and French descent. 
Her parents brought the family to America, settling in Chicago when 
she was a small child but afterward returned to Germany, so that 
Mrs. Schroeder gained part of her education in this country and part 
in her native land. She was graduated from the Augustana Hospital 
of Chicago on completing a course in nursing there, she came to 
Milwaukee to accept a nursing position in the Children’s Hospital 
and later she was made superintendent of the Children’s Hospital 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, where she rendered most able service to the 
institution for five years. She was then called back to Milwaukee as 
superintendent of the Children’s Hospital and remained as its head 
for seven years, placing it on a par with the finest hospitals of this 
character in the country. At the end of that time she gave up her 
position and was married. She is, however, serving on the board 
of the Milwaukee Children’s Hospital and is on the corporate board 
of Columbia Hospital as an adviser. She is likewise chairman of the 
nurses aide section of the American Red Cross of Milwaukee County 
and takes a very active and helpful part in hospital and other work 
for children. 

Mr. Schroeder is also on the advisory board of the Children’s 
Hospital and is a member of the Wisconsin Hospital Association and 
the American Hospital Association. He is likewise chairman of the 
board of the First National Bank of Wauwatosa. He belongs to the 
University Club and is well now in Masonic circles, having mem- 
bership in Waupun Lodge No. 48, F. & A. M., in the Knights Templar 
Commandery at Wauwatosa, the Wisconsin Consistory of Milwaukee 
and in Tripoli Temple of the Shrine in Milwaukee, being at all times 
a loyal follower of the teachings and high purposes of the craft. 


Dr. JOSEPH G. BOHORFOUSH, associate medical director of the 
Lakeview Sanatorium at Madison, was born in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, December 20, 1907, and is regarded as one of the most progres- 
sive of the younger members of the medical profession in this section 
of the state. His parents were George and Susan (Joseph) Bohor- 
foush, both of whom came from the Lebanon mountains in Syria. 
They lived less than six hundred miles apart in their native land but 
did not meet until after they came with their respective families to 
the United States, the Bohorfoush family arriving in 1897 and the 
Joseph family in 1898. Both settled in Birmingham, Alabama, and 
there George Bohorfoush engaged in the grocery business. He died 
in the year 1925, while his wife still survives. The paternal grand- 
parents of Doctor Bohortoush were George and Barbara Bohorfoush 
and his grandparents in the maternal line were Abraham and Tatkler 
Joseph. All were farming people of Syria and none of them left 
their native land. 

Doctor Bohorfoush was the third in order of birth in the family 
of eight children born to his parents. He entered the public schools 
of Birmingham, pursued the high school course there and spent one 
year as a student in the Alabama Technical College and one year in 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Later he studied for six 
years at Vanderbilt University and there won his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1929 and his professional degree in 1933. He served as 
interne in the Hillman Hospital in Birmingham and was resident 
physician in the Waverly Hills Hospital for tubercular patients at 
Waverly Hills, Kentucky, for eighteen months, specializing in the 
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study and treatment of tuberculosis there. He has been connected 
with the Lakeview Hospital at Madison since 1986 and is considered 
an expert in his line, winning a most enviable reputation in this 
section of the country. At all times he keeps abreast of the latest 
scientific investigation into his particular field and his opinions are 
at all times regarded as sound and his methods progressive, excellent 
results following his labors. He belongs to the Dane County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American 
Trudeau Society and he is an associate of the American College of 
Physicians, so that through the proceedings of these bodies he keeps 
in touch with the most advanced thought in relation to the treatment 


‘ of tuberculosis. 


On the 2d of April, 1932, Doctor Bohorfoush was united in mar- 
riage to Joan Hogue, of Nashville, Tennessee, who is a graduate of 
the Davidson County Tuberculosis Hospital, and they have one son, 
David J. Bohorfoush. 

Doctor Bohorfoush at the present. time is a major in the United 
States. Army Medical Corps and is stationed at Greenville, South 
Carolina. 


ARTHUR C, NIEMANN, who since 1909 has been associated with 
the ownership and management of the J. W. Niemann & Sons, Inc., 
funeral home of Milwaukee, was born in this city in 1892. His 
father, Jacob W. Niemann, who was the founder and promoter of 
the business, was born in Guelph, Ontario, Canada, in 1870 and 
his life record covered the intervening years until July 19, 1941, 
when he passed awgy in Milwaukee. He was only two years of age 
when brought to this city by his parents, Christian and Sophia Nie- 
mann, the former being here employed by the Illinois Steel Company. 
He had passed the seventy-seventh milestone on life’s journey when 
called to his final rest and his wife reached the very advanced age 
of ninety-three, her death occurring in 1919. 

Jacob W. Niemann, like his father, worked for a few years for 
the Illinois Steel Company but was still a very young man when he 
began to learn the undertaking and embalming business under the 
direction of his brother-in-law, Fred Borgwardt, of Milwaukee. In 
1896 he established a business of his own on almost the identical 
spot where the Niemann funeral home of the present day 
stands, the business having been carried on at this location for 
forty-eight years. He remained at the head of the company until 
his demise, which occurred when he was about seventy-one years of 
age. His wife, who in her maidenhood was Otillie Groth, is still liv- 
ing in Milwaukee. She was born in Wittenberg, Shawano County, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of August and Johanna Groth. Her father, 
who was a farmer and wagonmaker, died in Cedarburg, Ozaukee 
County, Wisconsin, when seventy-seven years of age, while her 
mother, Mrs. Johanna Groth, reached the notable age of ninety-eight 
years on March 2, 1944. In the family of Jacob W. and Otillie 
(Groth) Niemann are five children, of whom Arthur C. is the eldest, 
and all are yet residents of Milwaukee. Edna, the second of the 
family, is now the wife of Walter E. Nietzel. Clarence B. Niemann, 
who is the vice president of J. W. Niemann & Sons, Inc., married 
Florence Schoenfeld and they now have two children—Kent and 
Joyce, the former, now nineteen years of age, a soldier of the United 
States Army. Loretta Niemann is the wife of Leslie Coulson and 
Ruth is now Mrs. Floyd Jackson. 

After attending parochial schools in Milwaukee, Arthur C. 
Niemann started in the undertaking business with the Niemann 
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Company, receiving instruction from his father in the actual work 
of his chosen calling, thus gaining his knowledge by real experience 
rather than theoretical training. Since the father’s death in 1941 
he and his brother Clarence have carried on the business, which is 
located at 2486 South Kinnickinnic Street. They have a large and 
tastefully appointed establishment, well equipped in every way, and 
a liberal patronage is accorded them. Their methods are thoroughly 
modern and tact and understanding direct their connections with 
the public at all times. In addition to this business Arthur C. Nie- 
mann is serving on the board of the Kinnickinnic Federal Building 
& Loan Association. 

In 1919 Mr. Niemann married Leona Willy, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of Ernst and Hulda (Trettin) Willy. Two sons have 
been born of this marriage, both now connected with the armed 
forces. The elder, Robert, is a graduate of the Bay View high school 
and also attended the Wisconsin University extension school. He 
is a graduate of the Wisconsin Institute of Mortuary Science and 
is a licensed funeral director and embalmer and an official of the 
J. W. Niemann & Sons Company. At the present time he is on military 
duty with the Medical Corps of an evacuation hospital. The younger 
son, Jack, also a graduate of the Bay View high school, received his 
military training at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, and is now in the 
Philippines. 

Mr. Niemann is identified with a number of fraternal and social 
organizations. He belongs to Lake Lodge No. 189, F. & A. M., the 
Royal Arch Chapter, the council, the Knights Templar Commandery 
and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is also connected with 
the Loyal Order of Moose and he has membership in the Tuckaway 
Country Club and the Kiwanis Club. With membership in the Unity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, he has served as president of its 
board for the past ten years and takes an active and helpful part 
in promoting the church Work. 


HARRY B. NASH, superintendent of the West Allis schools, with 
offices at 7510 West National Avenue, was born in Crewe, England, 
September 17, 1885, and in the acquirement of his education won 
his Bachelor of Arts degree on his graduation from the Dakota 
Wesleyan University with the class of 1914, while in 1924 the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota conferred on him the Master of Arts degree. 
He has devoted his entire life to work as an instructor and was 
principal of the schools of Frankfort, South Dakota, from 1918 until 
1920, when he became superintendent at Faulkton, South Dakota, 
where he continued his labors for three years. In the summer of 
1923 he was a professor at Huron College and then accepted the 
superintendency of the schools of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, for the year 
1923-24. In the latter year he came to West Allis as director of 
instruction in the public schools, thus continuing until 1984, when 
he was appointed superintendent and has since served in this con- 
nection. He was also one of the professors at Marquette University 
in the summers of 1926 and 1927, and was extension instructor of the 
University of Wisconsin from 1926 to 1928. 

Mr. Nash is a member of the National Education Association, 
the American Educational Research Association and the National 
Society of the Study of Education, and at all times he is continually 
broadening his knowledge and promoting: his efficiency through wide 
reading and research. His thesis that gained him his Master of 
Arts degree was on the subject “The relation between the mental 
capacity of children and the occupation of their parents.” He has 
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written broadly, his authorship covering many subjects of wide 
and vital interest to the profession, including: “Tests and Cur- 
riculum Building in Industrial Arts”; “The Teaching of High School 
Chemistry”; “Achievement Surveys”; “Rebuilding the Curriculum 
of the Small School Systems”; ‘What is the most Desirable Basis 
for Promotion?” “A Superintendent Looks at Physical Education” ; 
and “Recreation and the Publie Schools.” 

On the 17th of September, 1919, Mr. Nash married Clara Agnes 
Meyer, who was born in Boscobel, Grant County, Wisconsin, and is 
a daughter of Adolph Meyer, who was one of the pioneer residents 
of this state. Mr. and Mrs. Nash are the parents of a daughter and 
son: Ruth Eleanor, who is now Mrs. Earl Munger, of Konosa, and 
Norbert Harry Nash. Mr. Nash is serving as chairman of the edu- 
cation and training committee of the County Civilian Defense Com- 
mission and as secretary of the county planning commission of Mil- 
waukee Council of Social Agencies. He is a past president of the 
Rotary Club of West Allis and a member of the Masonic order. 


WEST ALLIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS are based upon high educational 
standards, and substantial progress has been made for many years. 
There are eight elementary schools: The Lincoln school, which was 
the old high school and was established in 1905; the Mckinley school, 
which was started in 1912 and to which an addition was made in 
1924, and which also contains the orthopoedic school; the Washington 
school, which was started in the present Horace Mann junior high 
school building in 1913, and was housed in its present building in 
1928, an addition being made in 1928; the Roosevelt school, which 
was built in 1920 and to which another wing was added in 1923; 
the Jefferson school, which was erected in 1922 and a new wing 
added in 1928; the Franklin school, which was built in 1924: the 
Longfellow school, krtlt in 1927; and the Woodrow Wilson school, 
built in 1930, while an addition was made in 19388. 

The Horace Mann junior high school was started in 1918, in 
the old Washington grade school building, and a new part was 
added in 1931. The Nathan Hale junior high school was begun in 
1932 and an addition was erected in 1934. It became a senior high 
school in 1939, and second and third additions were made in 1939 
and 1941. The John Dewey junior high school was built in 1934 
and this was enlarged by an addition built in 1937. The Central 
high school was built in 1920, with additions in 1922 and 1924, and 
until 19839 was the only senior high school in West Allis. The 
development of the school system has been in keeping with the 
educational trend of the times, and under the guidance of Superin- 
tendent H. B. Nash the public educational interests of West Allis 
have become a system of which the city has every reason to be 
proud. 


Marcus A. JACOBSON, a member of the Waukesha bar since 1905, 
and senior partner in the firm of Jacobson & Malone for eighteen 
years, is accorded a prominent position among the attorneys of this 
section of the state, and thus his record stands in contradistinction to 
the old adage that a prophet is not without honor save in his own 
country, for he is a native son of the city in which he now resides and 
in which the greater part of his life has been passed. He was born 
October 29, 1878, and is of German and of Holland descent. His 
father, August Jacobson, was born in Hanover, Germany, and after 
coming to the United States followed merchandising in Waukesha for 
many years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth 
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Polack, was born in Rotterdam, Holland, where her father was a col- 
lege profes ssor and made his home until his demise, after which Mrs. 
Jacobson came to this country with her mother. 

Marcus A. Jacobson is the eldest of the three children born to 
August and Elizabeth (Polack) Jacobson, and began his education in 
the Waukesha schools, passing through successive grades until he had 
completed the high school course. He then became a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Arts degree was con- 
ferred on him at his graduation in 1899 and in the meantime his care- 
ful consideration of a life work led him to the conclusion that he 
wished to beccme a member of the bar. His mind is naturally an- 
alytical, logical and inductive, and this mental trend has been of great 
benefit to him in his chosen profession. He pursued his law studies at 
Harvard, where he completed his course as a member of the class of 
1903 and, folowing his return to Wisconsin, he practiced in Milwau- 
kee for two years. He then returned to W: iukesha in 1905 and, al- 
though advancement at the bar is proverbially slow, he was not long 
in becoming well established as an able young attorney. He joined a 
firm which then became Ryan, Merton, Newberry & Jacobson, and 
this association continued for twelve years or until 1917, after which 
he practiced alone until 1928, when the present firm of Jacobson & 
Malone was organized. T hroughout the years they have enjoyed an 
extensive practice of growing importance, and the court records bear 
testimony to the many favorable verdicts which they have won—ver- 
dicts that indicate their breadth of legal knowledge and their ability 
in the application of legal principles to involved and intricate points 
and facts as presented in the evidence. Step by step through the 
processes of law practice Mr. Jacobson has reached an outstanding 
position among the attorneys of his district. He is on the Board of 
Visitors of the University of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Jacobson married Miss Vivian Hodgson, of Waukesha, daugh- 
ter of Dr. A. J. and Laura (Hadfield) Hodgson. She is a graduate of 
Downer College and also attended Carroll College. The two children 
of this marriage are: Joan, Avo finished at Carroll College and is 
now a WAG, stationed at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missour ; and James A., 
who also attended Carroll, is in the U. 8. service, in the infantry di- 
vision. He was wounded in action and is now in a hospital in Eng- 
land. 


RICHARD H. Norris* deserves recognition as an octogenarian who 
still carries on the activities and bears the burdens of business life, 
for he heads the insurance firm of R. H. Norris & Son of Milwau- 
kee. Here he has directed his interests for many years, his efforts 
being attended with a substantial measure of success as he has ade- 
quately met the demand of the public for fire, casualty, surety and 
life insurance. A native of Maryland, Mr. Norris was born in 
Baltimore, Baltimore County, February 5, 1858, a son of George 
Somerville Norris and Fannie (Wyatt) Norris. He there took his 
grade and high school work and on the Ist of June, 1890, came 
to Wisconsin. Entering the insurance business in Milwaukee, he 
is today one of the oldest representatives of this field of activity 
in the state, his associate being his son and namesake, R. H. Nor- 
ris Jr. He has intimate and comprehensive knowledge of the lines 
which he handles and has long been a leader in insurance circles 
in the Wisconsin metropolis, enjoying the respect and honor of 
contemporaries and colleagues. 


* Died March 10, 1945. 
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In Milwaukee, on the 7th of November, 1893, Mr. Norris mar- 
ried Miss Margaret Watson Allis, a daughter of Edward P. Allis, 
the founder of the Edward P. Allis Company, which became the 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company. Mr. and Mrs. Norris be- 
came the parents of four sons and a daughter. Richard H. Jr., the 
eldest, married Anne Elizabeth Hatton and they have three chil- 
dren: Katherine Elizabeth, who is the wife of Lieutenant (j. g.) 
Edward Hoover Duff, of Washington, D. C., Anne Elizabeth and 
Richard H. III. The second son, William Allis Norris, married 
Dorothy Barber and they have two children, Margaret Allis III and 
Pamela Madeleine. The only daughter of the family, Margaret 
Allis Norris II, became the wife of Arthur M. Hewitt and since 
his death has married Major Ralph L. Youngren. She had two chil- 
dren by her first marriage, Margaret Allis Hewitt and Arthur M. 
Hewitt Jr. Thomas Wyatt Norris married Janet Coleman and 
they have two children, Thomas Wyatt Jr. and Harrison Coleman. 
Frank Watson Norris, who completes the family, married Eliza- 
beth Seaman and they have two children, Elizabeth Seaman and 
Frank Watson Jr. 

Mr. Norris is a member of the Massachusetts Society of May- 
flower Descendants, holds membership in the Milwaukee Club and 
has long been a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, in the work 
of which he formerly took a helpful part. For many years he has 
been an active supporter of the Protestant Home for the Aged, and 
in these, in addition to his business and the rearing of his family, 
his interests have centered with due regard to his responsibilities 
in citizenship and his obligations to his fellowmen. Still active in 
business and in the general affairs of life, of him it might well 
be said: 


“The snows of winter are on his head 
But the flowers of spring are in his heart.” 


Dr. TIMOTHY J. HOWARD, a veteran of the first World War, has 
since that time been engaged in the practice of medicine in Milwaukee, 
where he was born January 15, 1894. His parents, John and Mary 
(Keane) Howard, were natives of County Cork, Ireland, and came 
to Wisconsin about eighty years ago. Here Mr. Howard was em- 
ployed by the Milwaukee Gas Company, and both he and his wife 
are now deceased. ‘The Doctor was the seventh in order of birth 
in their family of ten children, eight of whom are yet living, residents 
of various sections of the country. 

After mastering the elementary branches of learning in parochial 
schools of this city, Doctor Howard attended Marquette University, 
where he was graduated in 1915 with the Bachelor of Arts degree, 
while in 1917 he received his professional degree. In that year the 
United States entered the first World War and he enlisted, was 
commissioned a first lieutenant and went overseas with the First 
Division, remaining in Germany with the army of occupation and 
doing postgraduate work. He has always taken an active interest 
in the Wisconsin National Guard and was commissioned lieutenant- 
colonel in that organization. 

With his return after the close of his military action in France, 
Doctor Howard opened an office in Milwaukee, where he has since 
continued in practice and with the passing years his patronage has 
increased as he has demonstrated his ability to cope with the intricate 
and involved problems that continually confront the physician. He 
gives his attention largely to internal medicine and he keeps in touch 
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with the advancement that is being continuously made in medical 
practice through the proceedings of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, of which he is a member, and the Milwaukee County Medical 
Society, of which he was the president in 1940. He is assistant 
professor of medicine in the Marquette Medical School. 

Doctor Howard belongs to Milwaukee Post No. 1 of the American 
Legion and to the Military Order of World War Association of Mili- 
tary Surgeons, and in both has done important committee work. 
His wife, Ethel Wolken before their marriage, is a native of St. 
Louis, Missouri, and a daughter of Frank W. and Helen (Klott) 
Wolken. Doctor and Mrs. Howard have three children: Timothy 
J., Thomas Francis and Mary Helen, all in the grade schools, the 
daughter attending Holy Angels school. The family attends the 
Catholic church and Doctor Howard has membership with the 
Knights of Columbus. 


ROBERT WITTIG, who until his retirement from active business 
in 1943, was general manager of R. G. Dun & Company and for 
Dun & Bradstreets, Inc., for fifty-three years. He was born in 
Milwaukee, June 11, 1876, a son of Joseph and Ottilie (Link) Wittig. 
The father was born in Saxony, Germany, and immigrated to Wis- 
econsin in 1857. He engaged in business in Milwaukee as a plumbing 
contractor under the style of the Joseph Wittig Company. His wife 
was born in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, a daughter of Lawrence 
Link. Her people came to the United States from Bavaria, Germany, 
about the year 1840. 

Joseph and Ottilie (Link) Wittig had a family of eight children, 
of whom two sons are still living in Milwaukee. Joseph Wittig Jr., 
the oldest son, carried on the plumbing business, acting as general 
manager and secretary and treasurer of the company until his 
death, which occurred in September, 1943. 

After attending St. Mary’s parochial school in Milwaukee until 
about fourteen years of age Robert Wittig became identified with 
the R. G. Dun Company. His industry and progressive spirit were 
soon manifested and promotions came to him from time to time. 
He started in the humble capacity of messenger boy but soon was 
advanced until he was made general manager in 1908, continuing 
to serve in that position of responsibility: and executive contro] until 
1943, when he retired from active business life. Under his direction 
the business steadily expanded and branch offices had to be opened 
in other Wisconsin cities, including Madison, Oshkosh, Green Bay, 
Racine and Sheboygan. These were all under the supervision of Mr. 
Wittig. He was methodical, energetic and enterprising, and for many 
years held high place among the leading business men of his native 
city. 

On the 17th of October, 1900, Mr. Wittig married Miss Lillian 
Hilgenberg of Milwaukee, a daughter of Antone F. and Bertha 
(Grotenrath) Hilgenberg. Her father was one of the leading mer- 
chants of Milwaukee during the period of early development. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wittig became parents of five sons and one daughter. The 
eldest, Urban R., is mentioned elsewhere in this work. Roland A., 
who attended Campion College, and Marquette University, is now 
with Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., of Milwaukee. Robert E., who com- 
pleted a course in the Marquette Dental School, there winning his 
D.D. S. degree as a member of the class of 1935, practiced until 
1943 in Milwaukee but is now a member of the United States Army, 
holding the rank of captain. Lawrence M. Wittig attended the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he won the Bachelor of Arts and the 
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Bachelor of Laws degrees and later studied in Georgetown University 
at Washington, D. C. He is now a lieutenant in the intelligence 
division of the United States Army, assigned to foreign war service. 
He took special training as a linguist and speaks various foreign 
languages. John A. Wittig, who is usually called Jack, is a graduate 
of Marquette University, where the Bachelor of Laws degree was 
conferred upon him in 1943. Immediately afterward he joined the 
navy as an ensign and has since been promoted to lieutenant, junior 
grade. Dorothy Ann Wittig, the only daughter, is now the wife of 
Leo Lechtenberg, of Milwaukee. 

During World War I Mr. Wittig was very active in Red Cross 
work and received a certificate of honorable mention for his help in 
various drives and other lines of war work. He belongs to the 
Catholic Church and he has membership with the Knights of Colum- 
bus, the Milwaukee Rotary Club, of which he has served as vice 
president, and the Wisconsin Club, all of which indicate the nature 
and scope of his interests. He has wide acquaintance in Milwaukee, 
the city of his birth, and he well merits the respect and regard uni- 
formly given him. 


URBAN R. WITTIG, a representative of the legal profession In 
Milwaukee, where he is practicing as a member of the firm of Wittiy 
& Wittig, with offices at 185 West Wells Street, was born in this city, 
September 5, 1901, a son of Robert and Lillian (Hilgenberg) Wittig, 
who are still residents of Milwaukee, the father now living retired 
after many years’ connection as manager with R. G. Dun & Company. 
His life story is given elsewhere in this publication. 

After acquiring his early education in-the schools of Milwaukee 
and attending Campion College, from which he was graduated with 
the class of 1923, the Bachelor of Arts degree being then conferred 
upon him, Urban R. Wittig decided to make the practice of law his life 
work and in preparation therefor entered the law school of Mar- 
quette University, where he won his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree 
me 192%. 

In the same year Mr. Wittig began practice in Milwaukee, where 
he has now successfully followed his chosen profession for more than 
seventeen years. He is now serving as court commissioner, to which 
position he was appointed in 1941. He keeps in touch with the trend 
of professional thought and procedure through his membership in 
the American Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the Milwaukee Bar Association. He is now a member of the 
board of governors of the Wisconsin Bar Association and was 
formerly an executive of the Milwaukee Bar Association, 

Aside from his law practice Mr. Wittig is an active and energetic 
business man who is now serving as a director and the vice president 
of the Northwestern Barrel Company, as a director of the Spray- 
Rite Enameling Company and as a director of the Cudolac Food 
Company. He is also the president and a director of the Great 
Lakes Truck & Equipment Company and a director of Kearns Equip- 
ment, Inc.; a director and the vice president of the Joseph Wittig 
Company; a director and vice president of the Enterprise Shoe Com- 
pany and has other corporate interests. 

Mr. Wittig married Miss Lorayn Reisweber, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a daughter of Philip J. and Anna (Schiller) Reisweber. 
Her mother is now deceased. Her father is a partner in and the 
superintendent of the Albert H. Weinbrenner Shoe Company of 
Milwaukee. Their daughter, Mrs. Wittig, attended the Catholic school, 
St. Mary’s of the Woods, in Indiana. To the marriage of Mr. and 
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Mrs. Wittig have been born three sons and a daughter, Urban Philip, 
Barbara Ann, Robert Link and Michael Joseph, all yet at home. 
The family is of the Catholic faith and Mr. Wittig is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, in which he has taken the fourth degree. 
He has been very active in Red Cross work, and has cooperated 
heartily in the promotion of the Community Fund and also in legal 
aid organizations, thus giving valuable service to movements for 
the benefit and assistance of his fellowmen. 


REV. JOSAPHAT MUESIG, O.F.M. Cap., is in charge of St. Elizabeth’s 
parish of Milwaukee, the church being situated at North Second and 
Burleigh streets, while the rectory is at 128 West Burleigh. The 
parish is under the charge of the Capuchin Fathers and was founded 
in 1901. The rectory was built in the following year and the first 
Catholic service of the parish was there held. Those in charge have 
labored continuously for the development of the parish and in 1908 
a combination church and school was erected. Some time after its 
completion the school became the first Messmer high school, which 
some years later was removed to a new building on Capitol Drive, 
since which time the old school building has served as the parish hall, 
as the auditorium and other rooms are used for social activities of the 
parish. The new St. Elizabeth’s parochial school was built in 1925 
and has an attendance of eight hundred and ninety-five pupils, under 
the supervision and instruction of twenty Sisters of Notre Dame. The 
parish property consists altogether of five buildings, the church, the 
school, the Sisters’ home, the rectory and the hall. 

Reverend Muesig, who took over the duties of pastor of St. Eliza- 
beth’s in 1936, was born in Milwaukee, January 7, 1886, a son of John 
and Eva (Faust) Muesig, both of whom were natives of Germany and, 
coming to the new world in 1881, settled in Wisconsin. After attend- 
ing high school in this city, Reverend Muesig continued his education 
at the college at Mount Calvary, and was ordained to the priesthood 
in St. Francis Monastery of the Capuchin Fathers, located on North 
Fourth and Brown streets, Milwaukee. His first appointment was 
to Mount Calvary parish in St. Joseph, Fond du Lae County, Wiscon- 
sin, where he remained for three years. On the expiration of that 
period he was transferred to StJoseph’s parish in Appleton, Out- 
agamie County, where he continued his labors for about nine years, 
from 1912 to 1921. He was then assigned to Yonkers, New York, 
where he was in charge of the Sacred Heart parish from 1921 until 
1924 and in the latter year he returned to Milwaukee, where he was 
assigned to St. Francis Church at Fourth and Brown streets, there 
continuing until 1930. He next served at the Indian mission in Mon- 
tana until 1935. On again coming to his native city he was given 
charge of St. Elizabeth’s parish, where he has since continued, care- 
fully and helpfully guiding the parish in its temporal and spiritual. 
development. He has the confidence, loyalty and high regard of his 
parishoners, and the work is being carried steadily forward under 
his wise guidance. 


Dr. WILLIAM HARRISON STUDLEY, medical director of the Shore- 
wood Hospital-Sanitarium in Milwaukee, is the third member of his 
family to follow the medical profession after receiving the M. D. 
degree at Columbia University. He bears the name of his grand- 
father, William Harrison Studley, who was born in Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut,. in 1827, graduated from Trinity College of Hartford and 
became an Episcopal minister. After his marriage to Caroline L. 
Heath, of Warehouse Point, Connecticut, the first William H. Studley 
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came to Wisconsin in 1854 and served as rector of the Episcopal 
church at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. When he was forced to give up 
the ministry because of ill health he attended medical lectures at 
Rush Medical College, Chicago. The right to practice medicine was 
easily acquired in those days and after a brief term of lectures he 
was duly installed as a doctor. After a few months, however, he 
returned to school, this time at Columbia University, where he won 
the M. D. degree in 1859. During the Civil War he served as an 
assistant surgeon with the Union Army. He returned to practice in 
New York City, where he died in 1882. His widow, Caroline, later 
returned to Wisconsin and married James Ryan, of Appleton, the 
editor of the Appleton Hvening Crescent. 

Dr. William H. Studley and his wife Caroline had six children. 
Among these was Frank C. Studley, who was born in New York City, 
January 23, 1869. After attending public schools in New York City 
and Claverack Military Institute, Frank C. Studley entered Lawrence 
College at Appleton, Wisconsin, and graduated from there in 1890. 
He then entered Columbia University, where he received his M. D. 
degree in 1893. After an internship and a few months of post- 
graduate work in Heidelberg, Germany, he began practice in Mil- 
waukee. Starting as a general practitioner and surgeon, he estab- 
lished in 1899 a small hospital for the practice of surgery. His inter- 
est soon became focused on the treatment of nervous and mental 
diseases and he restricted his practice to this field. In 1904, with 
the assistance of a number of other physicians in Milwaukee, he 
founded the Riverside Sanitarium and served as its medical director 
until his death in 1933. In 1927 the name of the sanitarium was 
changed to Shorewood Hospital-Sanitarium. Dr. Frank C. Studley 
had a keen interest in legal problems connected with mental disease. 
He contributed many papers to medical journals and frequently 
appeared as an expert witness in court matters concerning insanity. 
He was a member of the State Medical Society, the Tri-State Medical 
Society, the American Medical Association, the Medical Society of 
Milwaukee County and the Wisconsin Neuropsychiatric Society. He 
served as president of the two last named organizations. 

Dr. Frank C. Studley married Nellie West, of Appleton, Wis- 
consin. Her father, Edyerd West, was born in Pennsylvania, in 
1818. He married first Fannie Sandford. His second marriage, in 
1864, was to Amanda M. Fenno. Nellie West was a child of the 
second marriage. Edward West was prominent in the history of 
this state. In 1836 he came to Wisconsin from Perry County, Penn- 
sylvania. Arriving in Detroit, he learned that no vessels could pass 
the straits of Mackinac for a number of days because of the ice. 
Being anxious to reach Milwaukee he started out on foot across what 
is now the State of Michigan. He travelled about two hundred miles 
in five and one-half days and reached St. Joseph, Michigan. There 
he boarded a schooner that carried him to the mouth of the Milwaukee 
River, where he hired an Indian to take him by canoe up the river 
to the little village which at that time contained but one tavern, 
a story and a half building, conducted by a man named Childs. That 
night he made the acquaintance of some men who were making claims 
of some land not yet preempted. He agreed to make surveys of their 
claims as soon as his surveyor’s outfit arrived by boat through the 
straits. Mr. West located a claim for himself four miles from Mil- 
waukee and with the aid of Indians built a log cabin upon it. He 
made friends with the Indians about him and learned their language. 
The only schools in the territory up to the fall of 1837 were parochial 
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or private schools. When the increasing population felt a public 
school was needed Mr. West was asked to take charge as teacher, thus 
becoming the first teacher of the first public school in Wisconsin 
territory. In 1888 he claimed some land in what is now Waukesha 
County, and in 1845 he located on a four hundred acre tract near 
Summit, Wisconsin, purchased from the Government. In 1852 Mr. 
West moved to Appleton, where he purchased one hundred acres 
on the north border of the village. In 1855 he purchased 533 acres 
in the city of Appleton on the south side of the Fox River. This 
purchase included Grand Chute island. Mr. West was a very enter- 
prising and public spirited man. In 1858 he dug a small canal for 
water power. In 1870 he began digging the Grand Chute island 
canal, which constituted an important improvement for Appleton. 
This canal had a capacity of about eight thousand horsepower and 
gave Appleton the finest facilities for manufacturing in the region. 
Upon the completion of the canal a celebration was held and a silver 
service was presented to Mr. West by the citizens of Appleton. Mr. 
West died in 1903, at the age of eighty-five. 

Dr. Frank C. Studley and Nellie West were married January 17, 
1894, in Appleton. They both trace their family lines in this country 
back to pre-Revolutionary times. Their children are: Theda, wife 
of Webster E. Jackson, of Milwaukee; Elizabeth, now Mrs. D. H. 
Kirkpatrick, of Pasadena, California; and William H., of this review. 

Dr. William H. Studley was born in Milwaukee, February 7, 1903. 
He attended schools in Milwaukee, received the Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1926 at the University of Wisconsin, and then continued 
his medical studies at Columbia University, where he graduated in 
1929. After a year of internship at St. Mary’s Hospital, Milwaukee, 
he joined his father at the Shorewood Hospital-Sanitarium, of which 
he was appointed medical director following the death of the elder 
Doctor Studley. He is a member of the Milwaukee County and Wis- 
consin State Medical societies, the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 
and the Milwaukee and Central Neuro-Psychiatric societies. For 
some years he has taught nervous and mental diseases in the schools 
for nurses, conducted by several Milwaukee hospitals, and he is 
clinical instructor in neurology at Marquette University School of 
Medicine. 

In 1930 Doctor Studley married Ruth Belz, of Chicago. They had 
one child, William Frank, born January 14, 1932. His second mar- 
riage was to Mrs. Doherty A. Spofford, of New York City, and they 
have a daughter, Elizabeth Mary, born July 16, 1942. 


Dr. DAvip T. JONES, who was one of the pioneer members of the 
medical profession in northern Wisconsin and ranked with the prom- 
inent physicians of Wausau for a half century, enjoying in full meas- 
ure the respect and confidence of his colleagues and contemporaries 
throughout that long period, was born in Racine, Wisconsin, August 
23, 1860, a son of Thomas and Winifred (Lewis) Jones, both of whom 
were of Welsh descent. Their family numbered seven children, of 
whom the Doctor was the second. 

After pursuing his early education in the grades and high school 
of Fox Lake, Wisconsin, he attended the Oshkosh Normal, from which 
he was graduated. His father was a tailor but the Doctor turned 
his attention to professional activities, taking up the work of teach- 
ing. For four years he taught in the schools of Chilton, Calumet 
County, Wisconsin, and while there he met and married Miss Jennie 
La Count, the accomplished daughter of Dr. David and Ellen (Green) 
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La Count, the father of French lineage, while the mother traced her 
ancestry back to England. Doctor La Count was a practicing phy- 
sician and surgeon at Chilton for fifty years and was an active and 
valued member of the American Medical Association, doing all in 
his power to further the interests of that society and extend the field 
of its usefulness. He was also prominent and popular in his home 
community and served for several terms as mayor of Chilton. 

The marriage of David T. Jones to Jennie La Count changed 
the whole course of his life, for through the example and influence 
of his father-in-law he became interested in medical practice and 
decided to prepare himself for the profession. Accordingly he en- 
tered the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Chicago, and re- 
ceived from that institution his M.D. degree as a member of the 
elass of 1888. He afterward practiced at Chilton for four years 
and was accorded a liberal patronage there, but wishing to enter a 
broader field he removed to Wausau in 1892 and remained an active 
‘ practitioner here throughout his remaining days. Wausau was com- 
paratively small at the time of his arrival but he foresaw its future 
growth and development and time proved the wisdom of his judg- 
ment. He was instrumental in establishing Memorial Hospital and 
made it a valuable asset in the health forces of the city, serving for 
many years as its president and introducing the modern methods 
which research and scientific investigation brought to light. He had 
practiced here for fifty years when death called him on the 20th of 
October, 1942, when he was in his eighty-third year. He was a man 
of sound judgment in professional activity and became the loved 
family physician in many households of Wausau, while at all times 
he enjoyed the warm regard and good will of those with whom he 
was brought in contact. He was a member of the Marathon County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. In fraternal circles he attained the thirty- 
second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry. He also belonged to the 
Wausau Club and had membership in the Universalist church. 

Mrs. Jones, who still makes her home in Wausau, is a graduate 
of Lawrence College of Appleton, Wisconsin, where she majored in 
music and art and she still spends hours each day at her easel and 
at the piano, for’in these cultural interests her life is relieved of all 
dullness. Many of her pictures, showing the real spirit of the crea- 
tive artist, adorn her lovely héme and she yet finds enjoyment and 
interest in the Wausau Music Club, the Literary Club and the Wau- 
sau Woman’s Club. She is one who has grown old gracefully in the 
truest and best sense of that term, her life becoming richer and better 
as the years have gone by, and she has given out of her rich stores 
of experience, helpfulness and sympathy for the benefit of others. 

Doctor and Mrs. David T. Jones became the parents of three 
children, of whom the eldest, David La Count, died in infancy, 
while Winfield David, the youngest, who was born July 31, 1896, 
died October 20, 1912. The second son, Merritt Jones, was born 
March 17, 1890, and attended the public schools of Wausau, complet- 
ing the high school course. Deciding to follow in his father’s pro- 
fessional footsteps, he took a pre-medical course in the University 
of Wisconsin and finished his studies at Harvard University, where 
he received his M.D. degree, having specialized in surgery. On the 
completion of his course he returned to Wausau, where he has since 
successfully practiced, enjoying an equally high reputation accorded 
his honored father. Like his father he also has membership in the 
County, State and National Medical societies and is a loyal follower 
of the teachings of Masonry and of the Universalist church. He 
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married Grace Ivers, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and their two 
daughters are Barbara and Patricia. The former is now the wife of 
Charles Lemke, son of Otto C. Lemke. Her husband while a member 
of the United States Army spent two years in Australia. He has since 


| been discharged from the army. The younger daughter, Patricia, 


after attending the University of Wisconsin is. now taking Nurses 


training at Wisconsin General Hospital at Madison. 


REV. HENRY GRUEBER is the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church 
of Milwaukee. The Lutherans were among the earliest European 
settlers on American shores, many of them coming from Germany. 
They came in a quiet, unobtrusive way, without pomp, but with 
genuine spirituality, and the solidity of their church life, their train- 
ing in the systematic and methodical ways of state churches and 
their thorough religious instruction were the vital forces in the up- 
building of their cause, their teaching having long yielded visible 
fruit. 

In 1919 Rev. Henry Grueber accepted the pastorate of Trinity 
Lutheran, which is the mother church of the Missouri Synod in 


' Milwaukee. He was born in Frankenmuth, Michigan, November 21, 


1877, a son of George and Margaret (Loesel) Grueber. The father 


' was a farmer and also the inventor of various labor-saving farm 
implements. His maternal grandfather was Lawrence Loesel, who 
| was largely influential in starting the German immigration from 


Nuremberg, Germany, to the German settlement in Frankenmuth, 
Michigan. 

Reverend Grueber obtained his early education in the parochial 
school at Frankenmuth and later attended Concordia College at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, from 1892 until 1898. He next studied in Concordia 
Seminary of St. Louis, Missouri, from 1898 to 1901, and on the 
11th of August of the latter year was ordained to the Lutheran 
ministry. He served as pastor of Zion Church, at Mount Pleaasnt, 
Michigan, from 1901 until 1905, and during that time had charge 
of seven mission stations. At Saginaw, Michigan, from 1905 until 
1919 he was pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, and in the latter 
year he was called to Trinity Lutheran Church of Milwaukee, where 
he has since continued his labors with beneficial and far reaching 
results. 

Trinity Lutheran Church was founded in 1847, becoming the 
mother church of the denomination of the Missouri Synod in this city. 
The present house of worship was built in 1880 and is one of the 
stately and dignified church edifices of thegity. The pastor’s assistant 
is the Rev. Henry Bleeke. Rev. Grueber“is the successor of the 
Rev. Henry Sprengeler, who had been pastor here for forty-two 
years and who after his retirement as pastor served as Rev. Grue- 
ber’s assistant for five years. He had laid broad and deep the 
foundation upon which the present church has been developed. The 
work of the church has been well organized and the parochial school 
is accredited to the high schools. The principal of the school and 
the church organist is Carl Karkworth, while Paul Jungkuntz and 
Marie Wilk have been associated with the teaching staff for many 
years. 

Aside from the work he has done for his immediate congregation 
Reverend Grueber formerly served as president of the Lutheran 
Children’s Home Finding Society in Michigan; was chairman of the 
mission board of the Michigan district from 1912 to 1915; was a 
member of the Missouri Synod General Home Mission board from 
1920 until 1922; was the president of the Southern Wisconsin district 
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of the Missouri Synod from 1921 until 1932; and was chairman of 
the board of control for Concordia College of Milwaukee from 1921 
until 1932. This was at the time the new buildings were erected, 
making a college unit of which they have every reason to be proud. 
Since 1932 Reverend Grueber has been chairman of the board for 
higher education, which has charge of the education institutions for 
ministers and teachers and since 1932 he has also filled the position 
of vice president at large of the Missouri Synod. 

On the 31st of October, 1901, Reverend Grueber married Dorothy 
Nuechterlein, a native of Frankenmuth, Michigan, and of German 
parentage. They have become the parents of three daughters and 
a son. Clara is now the wife of Stanley E. Eastman, a lawyer of 
Marinette, Wisconsin, and they have two children, Dorothy Ann and 
Robert; Elsie is the wife of Colonel Arthur N. Ferguson, head of 
the medical division at Oliver General Hospital in Augusta, Georgia, 
and they have two children—Christina and Elizabeth. Adela is the 
wife of David O. Johnston, planning engineer for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority at Knoxville, Tennessee, and now a lieutenant 
(j.g.) in the navy. They have one daughter, Jeanie. Henry 
Theodore Grueber, who married Patricia Ellsworth and has a son, 
Henry Theodore Jr., is now a Lieutenant at Camp Lee, Virginia. 


KAUKAUNA’S PUBLIC LIBRARY was first opened March 7, 1899, by 
a group of local people in a room rented for that purpose. The women 
interested in the project contributed the books and hoped that this 
nucleus of a library would stimulate interest in the general public. 
Some time later the books were removed to a small building on the 
bridge and subsequently the city council was induced to appropriate 
one thousand dollars for library purposes. Plans were made for the 
erection of a building, the plans being those drawn by Mr. Claud. 
On the 6th of February, 1905, the building was started and was com- 
pleted later in the same year. Mr. Andrew Carnegie was asked for 
help in putting over the project and agreed to give one thousand 


_dollars for every one hundred dollars raised by the city. 


The building was completed at a cost of $7,164, but this did not 
include the plumbing, heating or furnishings. Later changes were 
made at an additional cost of five hundred dollars. Mr. Carnegie was 
again solicited for help and appropriated two thousand dollars more, 
while the city raised twelve hundred dollars of the amount that was 
needed. The Mississippian Canal Company had donated the lot for 
the library site, stipulating that for all time it was to be used for a 
library. It is ideally located ayd can be conveniently reached from all 
parts of the town. The city anntal appropriation for library purposes 
now amounts to six thousand dollars, which shows what progress has 
been made since that first one thousand dollars was appropriated by 
the city fathers. Doctor Boyd is now the president of the library 
board, while Mrs. H. KE. Thompson is the secretary-treasurer. In the 
beginning Miss Stearns and Miss Marvin contributed most generously 
of their time and effort to the project and did much toward placing 
it upon a substantial basis. The children’s room has been given special 
attention and is now well stocked with instructive and entertaining 
reading matter for juveniles. The property has a frontage of one 
hundred feet and the classic little building is an ornament to the town. 

The first board of the Kaukauna Public Library consisted of Dr. 
H. B. Tanner as president, N. H. Brokaw, Oscar Thilmany, Peter 
Reuter, K. Brenner, Mrs. William Ormsby, C. H. Puehler, J. H. Mul- 
holland and Mrs. Dayton, the last named the first secretary. Mrs. 
H. E. Thompson is the second to serve as secretary and has filled the 
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position for many years. Today the library contains ten thousand 
volumes, which are widely circulated. From 1901 to 1927 Miss 
Lillian Bell was librarian, followed by Miss Bernice Happer from 
1930 to 1948. Miss Marian Kelley continues to serve as assistant 
librarian, an important post which she has filled since 1902, and Miss 
Gertrude Buehler is the efficient librarian now in charge. 

Miss Buehler was born April 17, 1894, at Alma, Wisconsin. She 
received her education in the local schools and was graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin. In 1928 she finished special training 
at the library school of the university. She served as librarian at 
both the high school and public library at Gary, Indiana, and in 
1941 accepted the position of librarian at New London, Wisconsin, 
where she remained two years. In February, 1944, she came to Kau- 
kauna to take charge of the Kaukauna Library, which has over ten 
thousand books on its shelves. Miss Buehler is a member of the Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club, the American Library Associa- 
tion and the American Association of University Women. 


THEODORE BUEHLER, an able and distinguished member of the bar 
of Buffalo County, practicing for many years in Alma, passed from 
this life on April 14, 19388. He was born in Fountain City, Wisconsin, 
October 238, 1857, a son of John and Mary (Veraguth) Buehler: At 
the usual age he entered the public schools of his native city and 
there pursued his education until 1870, when his parents moved with 
their family to Alma, where Theodore continued his studies. 

He was a youth of fifteen years when he began teaching in the 
public schools of Buffalo County. In 1874 he began preparation for 
the bar in the office of Ellis & Mosher and later continued his reading 
in the office and under the preceptorship of Megett & Tel at Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin. In 1878 he was admitted to practice before the 
Wisconsin bar and later before the Supreme Court. His practice grew 


. steadily in volume and importance and he became a recognized au- 


thority on real estate law, conveyancing and abstracting. He was the 
organizer of the Buffalo County Abstract Company and remained its 
manager throughout his life. He served Buffalo County as district 
attorney from 1881 to 1884 and again from 1909 to 1915. He was 
also a member of the city council of Alma and was mayor of the city 


for two terms, giving to Alma a businesslike and progressive adminis- 


tration in which he ever sought the public good. For a number of 
years he represented Alma on the county board, serving as chairman 
of the board for two years. In 1893 he was appointed postmaster and 
filled that position until 1897. For thirty years he served as a member 
of the board of education and was often appointed court referee as 
well as court commissioner. From 1919 until his death he was divorce 
counsel of Buffalo County. = 

Mr. Buehler gave political allegiance to the Democratic party. He 
was a man who preferred the quiet seclusion of his office and study to 
the strife and conflict of the courtroom, but when occasion arose he 
would and could defend any position in which he believed he was 
right. He took a keen delight in overcoming an adversary in the 
trial of a case, depending for victory on his wide knowledge and wise 
interpretation of the law. At such times he displayed the fighting 
qualities of his Swiss ancestors and enjoyed the contest that came as 
he demonstrated the strength of his legal position. All five cases 
which he carried to the Wisconsin Supreme Court were won by him 
and in these there was but one dissenting opinion among the judges 
of this tribunal. He also presented cases before the Minnesota State 
Supreme Court. 
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Mr. Buehler was a charter member of the Tri-County Bar Asso- 
ciation and had membership in the Woodmen of the World and the 
Knights of Pythias. He also served as Democratic chairman of 
Buffalo County. 

In Kau Claire, Wisconsin, on January 19, 1880, he married Miss 
Julia Kneer, a daughter of Matt and Barbara (Betz) Kneer. Mrs. 
Buehler died on May 19, 1924. Their family numbered seven children: 
Laura, who was born November 1, 1880; Ernest, born July 15, 1883; 
Theodore Jr., born September 25, 1884, who married Ruth I. Gobar; 
Henry George, born December 3, 1887; Edmund, born September 17, 
1891; Emil, born February 22, 1893; and Gertrude. 

Mr. Buehler was a lover of nature and was very fond of out-door 
sports. He loved to stroll along streams and roam through fields and 
woodlands and particularly loved music and song. He showed con- 
siderable talent in playing the violin. He was a self-made man whose 
rise and success were due to his own efforts and hard work. To 
young lawyers, however, he was always ready to give his advice and 
counsel and to assist them with their legal and ethical problems. He 
made his large library available to other members of the bar and he 
cherished his association with other members of the profession. He 
was a man of kind and gentle disposition who held the complete 
confidence and respect of others and who never by word or deed 
violated a trust reposed in him, so that in his passing Buffalo County 
lost one of its most valued and honored citizens. 


Dr. MILLARD TUFTS, a practicing physician in Milwaukee since 
1924, was born at Clay Banks, Door County, Wisconsin, June 10, 
1889, a son of Alexander and Ellen (Shaw) Tufts. The father, who 
was born in County Down, Ireland, served for fifteen years in the 
English Army, spending six years of that time in India. Later he 
was sent to Canada and from there to Wisconsin. He was first em- 
ployed in bookkeeping by the pioneer merchant, William Horn, at 
Horn’s Pier, while subsequently he became a pioneer farmer in Door 
County, giving his attention to agricultural pursuits there until his 
death in 1919. The mother, who was also born in County Down, 
Ireland, became a resident of Door County in 1860. They had a 
family of nine children. > 

Doctor Tufts, who was the eighth in order of birth, acquired a 
public school education in Sturgeon Bay and after finishing his high 
school work graduated from the State Normal at Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin, subsequent to which time he engaged in teaching school. 
He served as principal of the high school at Walworth, Wisconsin, 
for three years and then as county superintendent of schools in 
Door County, Wisconsin, whileszafterward he became principal of the 
Door-Kewaunee County Normal School at Algoma. 

He came to Milwaukee in 1920, where he enrolled as a student 
in Marquette University School of Medicine, receiving the Bachelor 
of Science degree in 1922. The degree Doctor of Medicine was con- 
ferred on him in 1924 and was followed by an internship in St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Milwaukee and subsequent practice of his pro- 
fession in that city. In 1929 he did postgraduate work at the Uni- 
versity of Vienna, Austria. Doctor Tufts has taken an active interest 
in organized medicine, serving as president of the Medical Society of 
Milwaukee County in 1939 and being a member of the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and a fellow of the American Medical Associ- 
ation. He is also a member of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 
and an instructor in medicine at the Medical School of Marquette 
University. 
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In 1929 Doctor Tufts married Gail Fauerbach, a native of Madison 
and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fauerbach. Doctor and Mrs. 
Tufts have a daughter, Ellen Shaw Tufts, now attending Downer 
Seminary in Milwaukee. The doctor is a Mason, belonging to Wal- 
worth Lodge, F. & A. M., and has attained the thirty-second degree 
in the Scottish Rite. 


LEBRECHT J. KuuG, the secretary-treasurer of the Klug & Smith 
Co., consulting engineers and general contractors, with offices at 111 
East Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee, his native city, was born Janu- 
ary 9, 1876, a son of Lebrecht and Wilhelmina (Blankenburg) Klug, 
both ef whom were natives of Germany, where they were reared and 
married, coming to the United States in 1867. The father was a 
mechanic and blacksmith, and both he and his wife are now deceased. 
Their family numbered four children, the two brothers and the sister 
of Lebrecht J. being Emil, William and Clara, all yet residents of 
Milwaukee. 

The youthful days of Lebrecht J. Klug were largely devoted to 
the acquirement of an education in the grade and high schools of 
Milwaukee, after which he studied in the University of Wisconsin, 
where the Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering was con- 
ferred on him at his graduation in 1898. He received a fellowship in 
structural engineering at the University in 1900. When he entered 
business life his first work was with the American Bridge Works of 
Chicago, by which he was employed as a structural engineer in 
bridge and other building operations in that city. Later he returned 
to Milwaukee, where he became identified with the Wagner Iron 
Works. That business was later sold to the American Bridge Com- 
pany, with which Mr. Klug returned to Chicago. Subsequently he 
once more came to Milwaukee, where he was with the Worden Allen 
Company and with the Milwaukee Bridge Company. The steps in his 
orderly progression are easily discernible. In 1908 he was appointed 
assistant city engineer of Milwaukee and later was advanced to the 
position of superintendent of bridges and buildings for the city, 
his incumbency in that position covering the period from 1910 to 
1912. He resigned this position in 1912 to start his work as a con- 
sulting engineer in partnership with Fred W. Smith, and incorporated 
the business in 1917 under the name of the Klug & Smith Company, 
consulting engineers and general contractors. Mr. Smith, who was 
born in Germany, came to this country~shortly before the Spanish- 
American War, in which he rendered military service. He has had 
wide experience in engineering work with various large companies 
and had established his own business in 1910 before joining Mr. 
Klug in the present firm connection. They have handled many muni- 
cipal contracts not only locally but throughout the state in engineer- 
ing and construction work and also for many large industrial com- 
panies. They designed many of the basgule and fixed bridges in the 
state, their work being seen in Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Racine, 
Green Bay and Beloit, as well as in Milwaukee. They were con- 
tractors for the Metropolitan Sewerage System on Jones Island, 
comprising the pump well, screen and grit chambers with gate 
houses; North Avenue and Lincoln Avenue viaducts; the LaCrosse 
bridge spanning the Mississippi River; numerous subways and over- 
head crossings of large magnitude in Milwaukee and vicinity. Mr. 
Klug thoroughly understands all the technical as well as practical 
phases of his work and ever keeps abreast with the trend of the 
times in matters of engineering and construction, the spirit of ad- 
vancement being manifest in all that he does. He is now a member 
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of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Engineers Society of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Alumni Association, Army Ordnance Associa- 
tion, and Milwaukee Association of Commerce. His associates in the 
Klug & Smith Company are Fred W. Smith, who is the president of 


- the corporation, and W. Hackett Emory, who is vice president. In 


addition to his association with the Klug & Smith Co., Mr. Klug was 
also connected with the Wisconsin Auto Exchange from 1915 to 1933 
and with the Obenberger Forge Company from 1921 to 1927, as 
secretary-treasurer. The Wisconsin Auto Exchange was dissolved 
in 1983 and the Obenberger Forge Company was sold to the Unit Drop 
Forge Company in 1927. He also served as a commissioner of the 
Harbor Commission and Building Code Commission of Milwaukee 
in 1918, drafted the City of Milwaukee Building Code covering 
reinforced concrete, structural steel and timber construction in 19138, 
served as first reader of Second Church of Christ Scientist of Mil- 
waukee in 1909 to 1912, and at present is president of the West- 
chester Sanitary District, Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Klug married Hattie Druse, a native of Milwaukee and a 
graduate of the Milwaukee Normal School, 1897, who then taught in 
the Milwaukee public schools until her marriage. She is a daughter 
of John and Sophie (Schuett) Druse, who were born in Germany and 
came to Wisconsin at an early period in the settlement of the state, 
but are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Klug now have a family of two 
daughters and a son and to them they have given liberal educational 
opportunities, all three being graduates of the University of Wiscon- 
sin. Arleen, the eldest, is now Mrs. Carrol Heft, of Racine, Wiscon- 
sin, and they have two children, Barbara and Carrol James. Bernice 
is the wife of W. Hackett Emory, the vice president of the Klug & 
Smith Company, and they have two children, John and William. 
Norton, who is now associated with his father in the business of 
engineer consultants, married Alice Porter, and they have four 
children, Katherine, Mary, Judith and Ann. Mr. Klug is a member 
of the Christian Science Church but is not active in club or fraternal 
circles, preferring to concentrate his energies and attention upon his 
professional duties, whereby he has steadily worked his way upward 
to a place of more than local prominence. 


Rey. A. N. ZINGEN, pastor of Holy Angels Catholic Church of 
Milwaukee, located at 3743 North Eleventh Street, was born in this 
city February 19, 1886, his. people having come to Wisconsin just 
after the Franco-Prussian War. He attended St. Michael’s parochial 
school until 1895, when he entered St. Ann’s parish school. His pre- 
liminary instruction in Latin, Greek and German was received from 
Reverend Niehaus, then chaplain of Notre Dame convent in Milwau- 
kee, after which he began his classical and philosophical studies in St. 
Francis Seminary. In 1907 he was sent to Hichstaedt, Bavaria, Ger- 
many, for his theological course and was there ordained to the priest- 
hood June 29, 1910. 

Returning to America, Father Zingen served as assistant of St. 
Ann’s parish from 1910 to 1917, when he became a chaplain in the 
United States Army. Following the Armistice in 1919 he returned 
to St. Ann’s, remaining there until 1920, when he was appointed to 
the pastorate of St. Mary of Lourdes Church in Belleville, Wisconsin, 
where he continued his labors for nine years and also served the 
mission at Dayton, Wisconsin. His next assignment was to St. Jo- 
seph’s Church at Grafton, Wisconsin, which he served as pastor until 
1932. He was then appointed to St. John the Baptist Church at 
Jefferson, Wisconsin, there remaining until September, 1937, when 
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he was made pastor of Holy Angels Church in Milwaukee. He has 
since ably led his people of this parish and the work of the church 
has prospered under his wise guidance. 

In 1939 the church celebrated its silver jubilee. It was on the 
14th of November, 1914, that the Most Rev. Sebastian Messmer re- 
quested the Rev. George Meyer, then temporary pastor of Caledonia, 
to organize a parish in the northern part of Milwaukee, and as a 
site for the new church a tract of land was purchased that was then 
serving as a potato and cabbage field. Father Meyer purchased what 
is considered the highest spot on the north side of the city, having 
an elevation of one hundred and fifty-one feet above the lake level. 
Services were first held in a building at Twentieth and Teutonia ave- 


nues, for which a rental of fifteen dollars per month was paid, and 


the first mass was there celebrated September 27, 1914. In the spring 
of 1915 a temporary chapel was built on the ground previously pur- 
chased, the cost being five hundred and _ seventy-five dollars, while 
the seating capacity was one hundred and thirty, and mass was held 
twice each Sunday. At a parish meeting held February 6, 1916, it 
was agreed to build a combination church and school and social center, 
the church to occupy the first floor, the school the second, and the 
basement, equipped with a hall and stage, was to be the social center 
of the parish. On September 30, 1916, the building was dedicated 
and about that time a rectory was built at the cost of about twenty- 
nine hundred dollars. It is still in use. The next building program 
of the parish concerned a Sisters’ home and in 1924 it was evident 
that more space was needed for school purposes. On May 11, 1924, it 
was decided to build a combination school and hall, and today, as a 
result, there stands a substantial utilitarian building one hundred and 
twenty-five by fifty-five feet. It is entirely fireproof and the hall has 
a seating capacity of six hundred and fifty. 

The new church was completed and dedicated July 26, 1925. Since 
then a fine addition has been made to the school, and of their educa- 
tional institution the parish is justly proud. All through the years 
Father Meyer, the first pastor, has continued in charge and remained 
the leader of his flock here for twenty-three years, when he was trans- 
ferred to St. Leo’s Church in Milwaukee and was succeeded by Father 
A.N. Zingen. In 1939 the church celebrated its silver anniversary and 
the work is still continued in an effective and resultant manner, its 
different societies being well organized, while the school is under the 
supervision of the Sisters of St. Dominic, who have made it one of. 
the outstanding parochial institutions of learning in the state. In ad- 
dition to the parish mixed choir there is an excellent boys’ choir con- 
sisting of about eighty members. The~church societies include the 
Holy Name Society, Young Men’s Society, Young Ladies’ Sodality, St. 
Joseph’s Benevolent Society, Christian Mothers Society, Boy and Girl 
Scout Troops, Ushers Society, Dramatic Society and the Third Order 
of St. Dominic, of which Father Zingen is the spiritual director. 


HERBERT C. WUESTHOFF, handling investments as president of 
the Wuesthoff Companies of Milwaukee, with offices at 828 Mil- 
waukee Avenue, is a son of Eugene and Clara (Werdehoff) Wuest- 
hoff, both of whom are now deceased. The father, who was born 
in Rheydt, Germany, January 20, 1855, crossed the Atlantic when 
twenty years of age, making his way at once to Wisconsin. He was 
first employed in the Schlitz Brewery, of which he became the general 
manager, serving in that capacity until 1905, when he became asso- 
ciated with Governor Philipp in the purchase of the Union Refrig- 
erator Transit Lines, of which he became the vice president, and 


al / ’ - f I 
- ' i toy 1-waee : e a 
. a? yay, i = , a an al ie ws a Scum Ld i 


pie D Neaai 

oS ai ri 5 AAS 
' ’ ( + 7 [ “ nes : F 

endl oH sodrsawitM vit AlonaA YloH” 0 ‘Sma ebam saw off 
dowd» orit to as0ow oft bre daiseq eidt to olqoog eid bol yids sone 
sonsbiing seiw eid tobias riots, j 
offi mo eave 31 .salidwt reviia uti betasdoleo dows oft CBG al =O 
I 1 ath natiesdoe .voil de024 ot tarlt Bel redatevoK Mm 
oe oln te yots ag ¥" relat. riot aati ; yoM W109.) won ot} beieoup — 
> bas sous to sey qisdivon eds at deiteq 8 axinggi0 of 
ra nid neve joc) beandomug eow baal to. ent B lovuds worn oft 10? off : 
tases hse 4 rug yoyo vette biseh syaddas bug oleiog a ee grivise qy 
ynived ,vtiv art Yo obie diton orl} so Joge Jeordyid ond bovshianoo af 
foveal east add eveds Je9% aae-vita bas botbuud ono Yo nobevels me 
-ove siuojust boa disiiaewT ia vaibliod ea at bled Jeti ate" asoiviee 
bas .\bisq saw dicom rq avaelioh noethn io iinet @ foidw 30? sour” 
unizaes oi of Brel .VE wsdl: e, | — gions sew vest dank off 


f Tn => 


Pe 4 LA 


-t1) ‘etedsel vara bauworrg orlt ao ilivd saw faqails yiatoqesd @ ber Ie 

slitiw .exelioh ovi-yJnsvee base petbity a avi untad jeoo oli ,boaads as 
biol anw eeam bas .vitidt bas bovbagd ono enw yilondqao gnisaes off Oolie 
ti BIOL .8 winausdod bia itor . déisas 2 SA .vabaue doas solwt vi 
“1sins) Wiis ba J Mf DTS fheyvti (f: sole Hidiiod & blind oO beatae enw i! 
of! bas .bnoose off fodrne sd} zoolt Jaw off yquseo. ot domido ent Se Ne 
satis lgioos edt od 0) ew S@asts bare Ulead 2 dev boqgiapes Jasmeesd 1 
beainsibob saw gaiblind ad? ICI Of t9dnwiqe? nO .deisag od? Ie | 
-vinows dvods ‘to je0d edi da Higd eaw yiolost # ontid jad) joods Bae - in 
eva riblivtl ize gil eu off ifife af SL ernllob betbaud ental fs 
inabive eaw gi BSL af ban emied ‘etolaig & beriw.n09 deitaq odd Ze ; 4s ; 
i pS! IT vei nO soutien [ootlse 101 hehdon asw sosce aveaor Jedd” Pipes 
| #2 .vabot bua Jled be foodss noienidowo a blind 0} bebinsb aay a 


bas bertbaud ono paittiad ow tity jetiqatedye « eboates otord Jlueot 
ant lied silt bos Yootgett viewiias a 37 wat ovii-yiin vd ovh-yinows 
ii bus borhowel xia to ytisaqas gna s 
aonia .Gludt @s vie bataoihsh bua belsiqmoo aaw dotudo wor siT 
_goubs iisdt % bus doorse edt of abs mood ead noitibbs oa 8 asa 
218047 on) Agnew . Disoreg veut si feivag of coitudivent Inssoit 
bowlers: bea aptartlo ai heuniines eed jojlaag tux edd asvoM qedieD 
cts) enw a medw sies¢ oetil-ytoowt 101 ood doo abd to tebaoh ena” 
ton bs | rl hehesiowe ear Log 95 : aati he nt dovmd) ap at 72. of bortet 
rina voviie eft beteideles fot0s 9 {¢ Gi er rf ergot MA 


Bits VLEET i 
o tj Tsiiis MbHuUeT HUA ayvtine [ia 4g 3 ni nD uN MES titte et drv6ew oid ay 
fy “90 { lo iim att] aiin 7 : SitiaQgic iow gitied asik i508 iroisTib no” Dy 


lo ono ti obec ovad ove Sinimod 32 to eteteig, eto noleiviequa:— 22) 
-bha al stale ond “Rees: 4 to anollwiiten! Laidsoteq aalbnaaielgo odd | 


109 tions ‘eyod Thvilsoxe ne ai giedt tions bextat duixag oift ot noitib mh 
ad shulori aoltgloye " doesds-odt sodinom yidgis. jueda To 


Gott  |7 7 
(2 vilinbod ‘wibad yauot zis Re é 04 anuoe’t Visise®, sate : 
Mid bua yo ~teisc® eisdieM aatieisa: ) wlsisod hrslovaaedl tase 
woh ivsidT oli brug YWoio0d sitanaxl .yiol jong axodaU ,aqoorT sa00d a 
sotoortib fauiitiqa sft al neyaikt zodied doidwe to sutigod 38 %0 


to tasbiestg an ati pire gee yailbned AaIOnTaaUW .O reupha a 
AU aSa 3s wsoffo dtiw soauewliM to asitteqmod NodieouW oft = 
-teoV/ (homebrew) sialt) ‘bn exsuuad Yo mo“ #2 at SuTrevA sduaw 
axed aaw oflw ;rordist ofT .beengo0b Won ore modw Yo dtod tod # 
maivw osiiasisA oni box#eo T° Beal OSs vieuanl “Utanrie dbyod 
exw oH .niesovegiW 0} 9one Ja yaw eid gnideot oye. lo xiasy, bag = 
{s19n9y od? Sagnoed of Hotsdw to iswotl siilied ‘oct ni boyolquis Je 
geen sinacsd of toils C0Cl naw bow ao fart? ai galviee fy 
-gifiesi soinU oft lo vandowg ont ni qailidd semtevow, Atiw 
haa dgasbleviq sory oli emaved od oitve to eonid dienatT 10s 
RY 


«al : } 


248 WISCONSIN 


during the time the Governor was engaged in political activities, 
including his term as chief executive of the state, Mr. Wuesthoff 
was the manager of the business. He retired from commercial life 
in 1924 and afterward made his home in Florida, owning and super- 
vising an orange grove at Cocoa Rock Ledge, where he passed away 
February 2, 1940, when eighty-five years of age. His wife was 
born in Charleston, South Carolina, but was reared and educated 
in Wisconsin, her grandfather, Henry Werdehoff, having come to 
this state in the early 1840s, after which he opened the second 
general store in Milwaukee on old Market Street. Both he and 
his wife have long since passed away and Mrs. Wuesthoff died in 
1926. 

Herbert C. Wuesthoff is the youngest in a family of four, having 
three sisters. The eldest, Mrs. Clara W. Post, of Milwaukee, is the 
widow of Leroy E. Post, and she has two daughters, Nancy and 
Patricia Ann. The former is the wife of J. C. Van Dyke III of 
Milwaukee, and they have three children, Patricia, Barbara and 
Jack Camp Van Dyke. Patricia Ann Post is now the wife of 
Thomas Trump, of White Fish Bay, Milwaukee County. Eugenie 
Wuesthoff married Hugo Wuesthoff, a distant relative, and they 
have one daughter, Charlotte, usually called Lottie. They make 
their home in Switzerland. Olga Wuesthoff is the widow of Henry 
B. Riedeburg, of Pasadena, California, and has a daughter, Polly, 
who is now Mrs. Mark Mills, of Pasadena. H. B. Riedeburg died 
November 2, 1948. 

Herbert C. Wuesthoff received his preliminary educational train- 
ing in the Milwaukee public schools and subsequent to his gradua- 
tion from the West Side high school he attended Stanford Univer- 
sity at Palo Alto, California, for three years, from 1918 to 1916. 
He was a member of the class of 1917 but in 1916 he left college 
in order to enlist for service in the first World War, becoming a 
sergeant in the Highty-fifth Division of Motor Transport. He was 
with the army for two years, spending ten months of that time 
overseas. 

After receiving his discharge Mr. Wuesthoff returned to Mil- 
waukee and for a short time was with the firm of Edward Ricker 
& Company. Later he was with the Second Ward Securities Com- 
pany and afterward with Henry C. Quarles & Company, invest- 
ment dealers, of which firm he was the vice president. He is now 
looking after the investment interests of the family as president of 
the Wuesthoff Investment Company, the Herbert Finance Company, 
the Homeside Realty Company, the Herbert Investment Company, 
the Wuesthoff Company, real estate, and the Newhall Investment 
Company, also handling real estate. His sister Mrs. Post is the vice 
president of the different companies, and the other sister, Mrs. 
Riedeburg, is the secretary-treasurer. They handle only their own 
properties and investments. 

Mr. Wuesthoff married Bernadine Burnham, a native of Chi- 
cago, who was reared and educated in Pennsylvania. The family 
‘now numbers four children: Marcia Ann, born January 25, 1924, 
attended Colorado College at Colorado Springs and is now a student 
at Layton Art School, Milwaukee; Herbert C. Jr., born November 
6, 1928, attended the Milwaukee Country Day School and is now a 
student at Milwaukee University School; Joyce, born December 23, 
1929, is attending the Milwaukee University school; and William 
E., born February 24, 1934, is a pupil in the Milwaukee Country 
Day School, of which his father is the vice president. 
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Mr. Wuesthoff is rear commodore and a member of the boards 
of the Milwaukee Yacht Club and University Club. He has been 
active in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, helping train the students of 
Marquette University who are in the R. O. T. C. in sailing and 
other pre-naval activities. He finds diversion from his business 
interests in cultivating his one hundred and sixty acre model farm 
in Ozaukee County, he and his eldest son doing much of the plant- 
ing, cultivating and harvesting, the son handling the tractors, which 
they use in grain production. The family resides on the farm 
throughout the year, their home address being Thiensville, Route 2, 
and thus they enjoy the freedom of outdoor life while at the same 
time the interests and pleasures of the city are easily obtainable. 


CORNELIUS R. DINEEN, attorney at law of Milwaukee and presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee County park commission, was born on a farm 
near Cedarburg in Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, October 28, 1886. 
His parents, Michael and Maria (Kenney) Dineen, were also natives 
of Ozaukee County and were of Irish descent. The paternal grand- 
father, Charles Dineen, was born in Ireland and on coming to Wis- 
consin in 1840 took up land from the Government. The grandfather 
on the maternal side was Cornelius Kenney, who, born in Ireland, 
arrived in Wisconsin in 1848. Framed and hanging on the wall of 
his office, Cornelius R. Dineen has the land patent which was issued 
by the Government, bearing the signature of President Tyler, to 
Cornelius Kenney. Both grandfathers were pioneer farmers of the 
state and the St. Francis Borgia cemetery, where the family are all 
buried, was a part of the Kenney farm. This location is now known 
as Kenney Hill. Maria Kenney Dineen was born August 22, 1850, 
and in Ozaukee County in 1876 became the wife of Michael Dineen. 
In that year they purchased a farm which is still in the possession 
of the family. They became parents of four sons and four daughters: 
Cornelius R.; Charles F. of Cedarburg, secretary of the Milwaukee 
Co-operative Milk Producers; kdward, living in Cedarburg; Joseph, 
who resides in Hales Corners; Nora, Mrs. Ellen White, and Mrs. 
Mary Walsh, all living in Milwaukee; and Sister M. Margretta, a 
Dominican nun who has been teaching in Chicago for many years. 
The father of this family died in 1927, while the mother passed away 
January 12, 1944, at the age of ninety-three. 

After attending the country schools of his native county Cornelius 
R. Dineen was a student in the Ozaukee Normal and in the Valparaiso 
(Indiana) Normal College. He then engaged in teaching school for 
four years before coming to Milwaukee to enter the law school ‘of 
Marquette University, where he won his LL.B. degree in 19138. 
While a student in Marquette he was also employed in a law office, 
doing general office work and even trying cases. He has practiced 
independently all through the years since his admission to the bar 
but has been the office associate of George H. Gabel for many years. 
He is attorney for a number of municipalities in Milwaukee County, 
having thus served Granville for twenty-five years, the town of Mil- 
waukee for seventeen years, and the village of River Hills for twelve 
years, the town of Lake for one year and the town of Mequa in 
Ozaukee County for fiften years. He is also attorney for the Mil- 
waukee County farm drainage board. 

Since 1928 Mr. Dineen has been a member of the county park 
commission and has acted as its president since 1933. The park 
system is one of the most extensive and highly developed in the 
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United States. In 1937 the city of Milwaukee transferred its park 
system to the county board, making a single coordinated park board 
and the work has gone steadily forward, adopting high ideals in its 
work and developing a park system that is highly pleasing and bene- 
ficial to the community in all seasons of the year, its interests being 
most wisely planned. Mr. Dineen, in addition to his work on the 
park commission, is serving as a member of the board of directors 
of the Milwaukee County council of defense, and at all times he 
manifests a deep interest in civic affairs, working intelligently and 
effectively for the public good. 

Mr. Dineen married Margaret Stapleton, a native of Granville, 
Milwaukee County, and a daughter of James and Margaret (Shaugh- 
nessy) Stapleton, both natives of Wisconsin and of Irish lineage, 
and both are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Dineen are the parents 
of two sons and three daughters. James, who attended Marquette 
University for two years, is now in the office of defense transporta- 
- tion. He married Agnes Kieley, and they have one son, James Jr. 
Mary Margaret, a graduate of Marquette University, is the wife of 
Staff Sergeant William Malaney, who saw service on Guadalcanal 
and was one of ninety-two soldiers sent back to the United States to 
train troops. They were married in 1948. William C., who spent 
two and a half years at Notre Dame University, then joined the 
armed forces and is in training at Fort McClelland in Alabama. 
Florence Teresa is a junior and Patricia Ann is a sophomore in Holy 
Angels Academy. His home interests, his law practice and his park 
work fully occupy Mr. Dineen’s time, yet he is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and of the Milwaukee County and Wisconsin 
State Bar associations. 


Dr. ANDREW J. WEBER, who is engaged in the practice of medicine 
and surgery, with office at 213 West Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee, 
carefully prepared for his chosen calling and at all times keeps in 
touch with the advancement made by the profession as the result of 
broad scientific investigation and research. He devotes the major 
part of his attention to surgery and has gained high rating in this 
field. 

Doctor Weber was born on a farm in the town of Erin, Washing- 
ton County, Wisconsin, March 5, 1880, and is a son of Nicholas and 
Ann Christina (Lohman) Weber, both of whom were of German 
descent and have now passed from this life. The father was born in 
Luxembourg but was yet a small boy when he left his native land 
and came with his parents to the new world, his father becoming 
one of the pioneer farmers of Washington County. The farm which 
Nicholas Weber purchased in 1880 was owned by his descendants 
until a few years ago, when it was sold. The Doctor’s mother was 
born while her parents were enroute from Germany to America. 
Her father, Henry Lohman, was a native of Cologne, Germany, and 
cast in his lot with the early agriculturists of this state, aiding in 
reclaiming wild land for the purposes of civilization. His daughter, 
Mrs. Weber, died April 27, 1916, while Mr. Weber died on the 28rd 
of June, 1919. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Doctor 
Weber began his education in a nearby country school in Washington 
County known as the old Shamrock school, and later he became a 
pupil in the high school in Milwaukee. He received his professional 
training in the Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons, now 
the medical department of Marquette University, where he was gradu- 
ated in 1907 with the M.D. degree. He then served for one year as 
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interne in St. Joseph’s Hospital of Milwaukee, gaining that broad and 
practical experience that never is acquired as rapidly in any other 
way as in hospital practice, and later in the year 1907 he entered 
upon private practice in this city, where he has since continued, 
specializing in surgery, in which he is particularly skilled. He has 
the clear mind, the steady hand and the quick perception that con- 
tribute so much to success in surgery and his efforts have been at- 
tended by excellent results. In addition to his private practice, 
which is of gratifying proportions, he is serving on the staff of 
various Milwaukee hospitals, including, St. Mary’s, St. Joseph’s, 
St. Michael’s and the Emergency Hospital. 

On the 14th of November, 1907, the year in which he completed . 
his medical course, Doctor Weber married Elizabeth Grings, who is 
a native of Milwaukee and a daughter of John and Anna (Wenzlick) 
Grings, both of whom were born in Germany. The latter’s father, 
John Wenzlick, was one of the early cabinetmakers of Milwaukee 
and did all the carving on the interior woodwork of the old court- 
house. This was most beautiful work, hand carved on valuable 
wood, and he also did the carving in the Pabst theater. Doctor and 
Mrs. Weber have become the parents of two daughters. Marie, 
who was born in this city, July 13, 1910, is a graduate of the Wash- 
ington high school and of the University of Wisconsin. Virginia, 
born October 8, 1912, is also an alumnus of the Washington high 
school and of the University of Wisconsin, and in September, 1943, 
she became the wife of Paul Reinert, the wedding ceremony being 
performed in St. Thomas Catholic Church, of which the family are 
members. Doctor Weber has membership in Alonzo Cudworth Post 
of the American Legion, for he is a veteran of the first World War, 
having gone to Europe with the American Expeditionary Force, 
and was on duty with Base Hospital No. 65 at Kerhoun, France, 
spending a year overseas. Along social lines he is connected with the 
Bluemound Country Club, the City Club and the Elks Club, while 
along strictly professional lines he is identified with the American 
Medical Association, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the Mil- 
waukee County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Surgical So- 
ciety and the Industrial Surgical Society. He is conversant with the 
most modern methods of surgical procedure and his ability is at- 
tested in the large patronage that is accorded him. 


REv. BERNARD H. FELSECKER, who for five years has been pastor 
of St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, located at 2512 South Howell 
Street in Milwaukee, was born November 24, 1891, in the city which 
is still his place of residence. He acquired his early education in 
St. Joseph’s parochial school in Milwaukee and later attended Mar- 
quette College. Having decided to devote his life to the priesthood 
he then enrolled as a student in St. Francis Seminary and, having 
completed his philosophical and theological studies, he was ordained 
in the year 1916. : 

Through his first appointment Reverend Felsecker became assist- 
ant pastor of St. Michael’s Church in Milwaukee and subsequently was 
assigned to field work for St. Aemilian Orphanage, where he con- 
tinued until appointed one of the instructors of Pio Nomo Academy, 
where he spent the succeeding three years. He next taught in St. 
Francis Seminary for eleven years and was regarded as a capable 
educator, imparting clearly and readily to others the knowledge he 
had acquired. On the expiration of that period he came to St. Au- 
gustine’s Church on South Howell Street, where he has continued 
his labors in the pastorate for five years, beginning in 1939. 
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St. Augustine’s Church has long been a factor in the progress and 
growth of Catholicism in Milwaukee and celebrated its fiftieth anni- 
versary in 1938. The site selected for this church was chosen in 
June, 1887, when the purchase was consummated and in the same 
month the congregation was incorporated, the Rev. P. A. Schumacher 
becoming the first pastor. He was born in the Grand Duchy of Luxem- 
bourg in 1844 and was a youth of about twelve years when he came 
with his parents to the United States in 1856, the family home being 
established in Wisconsin. Eight years later, or in 1864, P. A. Schu- 
macher entered St. Francis Seminary to pursue his studies for the 
priesthood, to which he was ordained. He faithfully served St. Au- 
gustine’s during its struggling years and established the work upon 
a firm basis. 

The church was dedicated by the Most Rev. Archbishop M. Heiss 
on September 23, 1888, and at the same time the parochial school was 
opened, the attendance in the opening years numbering eighty pupils 
under the care of two Sisters of Notre Dame. The growth of the 
school was continually manifest and by 1898 there were two hundred 
and twenty-eight pupils, receiving instruction from four Sisters of 
Notre Dame. In 1944 the number had grown until there is an at- 
tendance of four hundred children and the number of teachers has 
been increased to nine. 

During the first few years of the existence of St. Augustine’s parish 
the congregation worshipped in the school building. The present 
church edifice, a substantial structure, was built in 1908. When a 
half century had passed the parish celebrated the golden jubilee of its 
organization with appropriate and impressive ceremonies. Under the 
guidance of Reverend Felsecker the work of the parish has been well 
organized in its various departments and the church is now in a 
flourishing condition, growing in numbers and influence year by year. 


ALOIS EDWARD FONS is the secretary-treasurer of the National 
Savings & Loan Association of Milwaukee, with offices at 929 West 
Mitchell Street. He was born in this city, October 25, 1905, a son 
of Louis A. and Cecelia M. (Sonnenberg) Fons, who are still resi- 
dents of Milwaukee. The father is the president of the National 
Savings & Loan Association, and his life history is given on another 
page of this work. Alois EK. Fons was the second in order of birth in 
their family of four children and pursued his early education in the 
parochial schools of his native city, after which he attended Mar- 
quette Academy in 1924 and later was a student in Marquette Uni- - 
versity for a year, while subsequently he completed his education 
in Holy Cross College, at Worcester, Massachusetts. During his 
student days he was greatly interested in athletics, particularly 
baseball, and was pitcher for both the academy and college teams. 
After leaving the University he was a pitcher on the Milwaukee 
Brewers Baseball team for one year, from June, 1928, to June, 1929, 
and then joined the National Savings & Loan Association, since which 
time he has been his father’s active assistant in carrying on the 
business. Theirs is a share holding organization, through which 
loans can be secured on real estate, and they also handle real property 
and insurance. The business is based upon a carefully prepared set 
of by-laws, with annual meetings of shareholders being held, while 
special meetings may be called as the need arises. The laws of the 
state are the basic elements back of the control of the business, every- 
thing being done in accord with the rules of the commonwealth regard- 
ing financial affairs, and the success of the business, ably managed 
and resting upon this foundation, is assured. 
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A. E. Fons was married September 29, 1928, to Eleanor Baran- 
owski, a native of Oshkosh, Winnebago County, Wisconsin, and a 
daughter of Walter and Eleanor (Celichowski) Baranowski. Her 
father is now deceased and his widow has since remarried, being now 
Mrs. Harry S. Walsh, of Baraboo, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Fons 
have a family of two sons and a daughter: Alois Edward Jr., four- 
teen years of age, who is a graduate of the Immaculate Conception 
school and is now attending the Marquette high school; Joan Eleanor, 
twelve, who is attending the Immaculate Conception school; and Paul 
Harry, seven years of age, also at Immaculate Conception school. 
Mr. Fons is well known in golf circles, having long taken an active 
interest in the game. He has won medals in county golf tournaments 
and nine times has been the champion of the Tuckaway Country 
Club. He is also interested in bowling and is president of the local 
bowling league known as “Pinky’s No. 850.” He belongs to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and he is a public-spirited 
citizen who is now serving on the war finance executive committee 
of Milwaukee. He was active in the second and third war bond 
drives, being made chairman of the Polish division in charge of 
Milwaukee County, and this division in both drives surpassed its 
quota by many thousands. He wields a widely felt influence over 
public thought and action in connection with matters that he feels 
are of vital concern to community, commonwealth or country and 
he has worked untiringly in connection with the war effort. 


JUDGE WILLIAM H. WoopDArRD, a member of the Dodge County bar, 
has also served on the County Court bench. He was born in Water- 
town, Dodge County, where he still makes his home, September 
21, 1872, his parents being Marshall J. and Mary (Spalding) 
Woodard, the father a native of New London, New Hampshire, 
while the mother was born in Augusta, Maine. Removing westward, 
Mr. Woodard established his home in Watertown, and since that time 
the family has been closely and prominently associated with the up- 
building and development of the town. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Judge 
Woodard became a pupil in the public schools and in course of time 
mastered the branches of learning there taught, after which he at- 
tended Beloit College, from which he was graduated. In the mean- 
time he had reached the conclusion that he would make the practice 
of law his life work and enrolled as a student in the law department 
of the University of Wisconsin, where he gained his LL.B. degree 
as a member of the class of 1896. Immediately afterward he returned 
to Watertown, where he opened an office and has since engaged in 
practice. His record stands in contradistinction to the old adage that 
a prophet is never without honor save in his own country, for in the 
community in which he was reared he has made steady advancement 
and now occupies an enviable position in legal circles here. 

Mr. Woodard, in October, 1916, was appointed judge of the County 
Court of Dodge County to fill a vacancy and in 1917 was regularly 
elected to the office. He was always fair and impartial in his rulings 
and his course received the favorable endorsement of the bar and the 
general public. With his retirement as judge he resumed the private 
practice of law, in which he is still successfully engaged. 

On the 10th of November, 1898, Judge Woodard married Miss Ella 
Stewart Hart, a daughter of Henry and Elvira M. Hart. Mrs. Wood- 
ard was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin, and later the family removed to 
Fort Atkinson. Mrs. Woodard died in 1922 and she left two sons 
and a daughter, as well as her husband. Her children are Marshall 
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J., William H. Jr. and Margaret. Marshall J. married Ora Nichols, 
and they now reside in Los Angeles, California. William H. married 
Melba Wallis, of Portland, Oregon, and they have a daughter, Mary 
Ann. William H. served as a soldier of the Marine Corps during the 
first World War. The daughter, Margaret, married Edward H. 
Wertheimer, who died in 1942. They made their home in Bronxville, 
New York. 

Politically Judge Woodard has always been a stalwart supporter 
of the principles of the Republican party since age conferred on him 
the right of franchise. He has served as school commissioner and at 
all times lends his aid and support to all plans and measures for the 
general good. He is identified with the Masonic fraternity and is 
a member of B.P.O.E. 


WALTER DREW, an attorney of Milwaukee, with his office at 421 
East Springs Drive, Whitefish Bay, in the building that he owns and 


operates, distinguished himself when he served the State of Wis- 


consin for nearly five years as deputy attorney general. 

He is a native son of Wisconsin, born in Winnebago County July 
24, 1882, son of James and Gwen (Ellis) Drew. His ancestors were 
among the early hardy pioneers who came to Wisconsin in covered 
wagons and by their initiative, industry and perseverance cleared the 
land and brought about the establishment of settlements. They con- 
tributed much to the early history of Wisconsin. Mr. Drew’s mother 
was born in Wales, a daughter of Evan Ellis, who was lured to this 
country by the glowing tales of the rich and cheap lands in wonder- 
ful America. He first settled near Remsen, New York, but the price 
of land there was high so he rented a farm and raised livestock for 
a time. Hearing of a Welsh settlement farther west, he bought oxen 
and a covered wagon and with his family of ten children and the 
household goods made the trip overland to Wisconsin. He settled 
first in a Welsh settlement near Waukesha. Mr. Ellis and his two 
older sons spent one winter cutting timber, which was hewn into logs 
and used in erecting the First Baptist Church on a quarter section 
of land given for that purpose by another pioneer, John Thomas. 
These two families were indeed the promoters of this section of the 
state and their names were used in many places. Mr. Drew’s father, 
born in New Hampshire, was of English ancestry who were among 
the founders of Dover, New Hampshire. He graduated from Colum- 
bia Law School, and practiced law in Wisconsin and later in Florida, 
where he became attorney general of the state. On retiring from 
active professional life he moved to California and died there in 1930. 
Coming to Wisconsin in the 1860s, Mr. Drew’s grandfather, Henry 
Drew, was prominent in the state as a politician and Methodist 
minister. While chaplain of Waupun prison he instituted a school 
for the prisoners. An only brother of Walter Drew, James Webster 
Drew, who lived in Aurora, Waushara County, was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident in 1944. He had been one of the civic-minded leaders 
of the community where he lived. 

Mr. Walter Drew acquired his early education in the public 
schools of Berlin and graduated from the high school in 1900. He 
was a member of the class of 1904 at the University of Wisconsin 
and after leaving there was deputy commissioner of labor. After 
serving in that position a short time he was called to Washington, 
D. C., by Senator Robert M. La Follette and for four years was one 
of his secretaries. Mr. Drew completed his law course at George- 
town University, Washington, D. C., and graduated LL. B. in 1909. 
In 1913 he was honored by being appointed deputy attorney general 
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of the state, an office which he very creditably filled until 1918, 
when he returned to private practice. The following tribute to Mr. 
Drew’s services to the state as deputy attorney general, given by 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin, was subscribed 
to by all the associate justices and the eminent lawyers of the state 
of that time: 

“Mr. Drew has filled the last named office nearly five years and 
has during that time borne the direct burden of and the immediate 
responsibility for the more important of the litigations in which 
the state has been involved. He has discharged the duties of that 
office with marked ability and success. The interests of the state 
have been fully and ably protected, as the results have demonstrated.” 

June 10, 1903, Walter Drew married Emily Brabant, of Madi- 
son, a daughter of A. J. and Alice (Thiry) Brabant. Their home 
for the last twenty-six years has been at 2263 North Summit, Mil- 
waukee. The Thiry family were early pioneers of Wisconsin and 
established the settlement known as Thirty-Dams, Kewaunee County. 
Mr. and Mrs. Drew are the parents of two children: Robert H. 
Drew married Betty Klingbiel and they have two children, James 
Michael and John Robert. Gwen Drew married Charles Chester 
Jung, and their children are Nancy Ellen, Constance Drew and 
Charles Chester Jr. 

Mr. Drew is a member of the Milwaukee County and the Wisconsin 
State Bar associations. His fraternal associations are with the 
Masonic order, in which he has attained the thirty-second degree. 
He is affiliated with Madison Lodge No. 5, Kenwood Chapter No. 9, 
Ivanhoe Commandery No. 24, Knights Templar, the Wisconsin Con- 
sistory, and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. 


PAUL B. FRANTZ is a member of the firm of Charles H. Frantz & 
Son, funeral directors of Milwaukee, carrying on business at 1921 
West Greenfield Street. Three generations of the family have been 
engaged in this business, which was founded seventy-five years ago 
by the grandfather Frantz. He was a native of Bavaria, Germany, 
who came to Wisconsin during the epoch of pioneer development. In 
his native land he had learned the trades of carpentering and cabinet- 
making and eventually became connected with the furniture and 
undertaking business through the making of coffins. The original 
firm was Frantz, Thoma & Son, Mr. Thoma being the maternal grand- 
father of Paul B. Frantz. It is interesting to note that at one time 
Mr. Frantz owned the land right in the center of Milwaukee on East 
Wisconsin Avenue where the Wells building now stands. The district 
was then swampy and was considered of little value, so Mr. Frantz 
traded it for property on Grove Street. 

Charles H. Frantz, father of Paul B. Frantz, was born in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, but was reared and educated in Milwaukee. 
After completing his studies he joined his father in the furniture 
and undertaking business, and to this trade devoted his remaining 
days. He married Margaret Thoma, a native of Germany, but who 
came to the United States with her parents when an infant. In the 
family of Charles H. and Margaret (Thoma) Frantz were eight chil- 
dren, five of whom are yet living, two sons and three daughters. 
Charles H. Frantz died in 1928. 

Paul B. Frantz was born in Milwaukee, October 25, 1888, and 
here began his education in the public schools. Later he attended the 
old South Division high school as well as a business college. He 
started in business with his father at the Grove Street location of 
the furniture store. The present fine funeral home, located at 1921 
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West Greenfield Street, was built in 1922. It is well arranged and 
equipped for the comfort and convenience of its patrons and the 
atmosphere is one of quiet and dignity. At all times the firm has 
maintained the highest ethical standards of their calling. Mr. Frantz 
is a member of the Milwaukee Funeral Directors Association, the 
Milwaukee County Funeral Directors Association and the Wisconsin 
State Funeral Directors Association. He has worked for the better- 
ment of laws governing the business, lobbying for certain laws along 
lines that make for improvement in his chosen calling. Mr. Frantz 
is also a member of the Optimists Club of Milwaukee and of St. 
Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. He has spent his entire life 
in this city and is widely and favorably known here. 


STANLEY FE. BENNETT, secretary-treasurer of the Wisconsin Bank- 
shares Corporation of Milwaukee and vice president and a director 
of the First Wisconsin Mortgage Company, has been identified with 
the former since 1930 and through the intervening period has become 
well established in financial circles. He became a resident of Mil- 
waukee in 1909, when a lad of eight years, tor he was born in 1901, 
in Bridgeport, Connecticut. His ancestral line can be traced far back 
in England and the family has been represented in America since 
1627 and loyally aided in the struggle for independence during the 
Revolutionary War. His father, Charles Starr Bennett, was born 
on the old Bennett farm in Fairfield County, Connecticut, which has 
been in the possession of the family for more than a hundred and 
eighty years, the home thereon having been built a century ago. It 
is well preserved and is one of the landmarks of Fairfield County, 
being now occupied by an aunt of Stanley Bennett, his father’s sister. 

Charles Bennett became a mining and power engineer, who in 
1902 came to Milwaukee County and was associated with the Power 
Mining Machinery Company of Cudahy, Wisconsin. Later he re- 
turned to the East and was consulting engineer for the Snow White 
Pump & Machine Company. He next went to Mexico to install min- 
ing equipment for the Montezuma Mining Company. As a mining 
engineer he traveled extensively. From 1918 until 1932 he was chief 
engineer with the Prairie Pipe Line Corporation of Texas and during 
the boom oil days he was located in Ranger, Texas, and in various 
other oil fields throughout the states of Texas and Oklahoma. The 
Prairie Pipe Line was the largest undertaking of the kind in the 
United States and Mr. Bennett was associated with the company 
until it was consolidated with the Sinclair Oil Company in 1982. 
He then returned to Connecticut and was identified with the Electric 
Boat Company, builders of submarines, remaining a resident of his 
old home county to the time of his death in 1941, although he passed 
away in a New York hospital after a protracted illness. 

In 1909 the family had established a permanent home in Mil- 
waukee. Charles Starr Bennett had married Lillian Wheeler, a 
member of the Wheeler family of Bridgeport, Connecticut. She ‘is 
now living in Paterson, New Jersey. In 1909, in order to have 
her children in school at one place, she brought them to Milwaukee, 
for prior to this time she had moved from one place to another, 
wherever her husband had been located in connection with his busi- 
ness affairs. This brought Stanley E. Bennett to Milwaukee as a 
permanent resident when about eight years of age. He was the second 
in order of birth in a family of four children. His elder brother, 
Charles William, who became an engineer and was with the Prairie 
Pipe Line Company for a number of years, died in 1932. Vincent 
Bennett, the third of the family, was a sales engineer with the 
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American Locomotive Company. He also traveled over the United 
States and Central America as an engineer, and he is now chief 
engineer for the General Boat & Engine Company at East Boston, 
Massachusetts. Lillian, the only daughter of the family, is now the 
wife of John Fekty, of Paterson, New Jersey, the mother now making 
her home with them. 

Stanley E. Bennett began his education under the direction of 
private tutors, who instructed him until he was eight years of age, 
when the family came to Milwaukee and he here entered the public 
schools, graduating from the Bay View high school with the ciass 
of 1920. He also took university extension work and a correspond- 
ence course, specializing in accountancy, and while thus pursuing his 
studies he was also working in the day time. He was treasurer with 
H. W. Brown & Company, stationers of Milwaukee, also worked as 
a private accountant and since 1930 he has been with the Wisconsin 
Bankshares Corporation, of which he is now the secretary-treasurer. 
He received his degree as a Certified Public Accountant in the State 
of Wisconsin in 1934. He first was employed as bookkeeper with 
the Bankshares Corporation, was elected assistant treasurer in Janu- 
ary, 1935, and a year later, in January, 1936, he was made secretary- 
treasurer and has since filled the dual position. He is also the vice 
president and a director of the First Wisconsin Mortgage Company, 
vice president and director of First Wisconsin Company, Milwaukee, 
and a director and chairman of the Board of the Wisconsin Equities, 
Inc., Milwaukee, and a trustee and director for the First Central 
Company, Madison, Wisconsin. 

In 1923 Mr. Bennett married Dorothy Wheeler, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a daughter of Frank and Amanda (Juhre) Wheeler, now 
residents of Milwaukee. Her father was born in Kansas and is of 
English descent, while the mother is of French descent. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bennett have two children: Miriam, who is attending the 
Bay View high school; and Naomi, who is a student in the Humbolt 
school. The family attends St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, of which 
Mr. Bennett is a junior warden. He is interested in all those forces 
which make for the moral uplift and progress of the community, is 
now president of the Church Club of Milwaukee and is secretary and 
a director of St. John’s Home of this city. Along the line of his 
chosen profession he has membership in the Wisconsin Society of 
Certified Public Accountants and is a member of the Milwaukee Con- 
ference of Bank Auditors and Comptrollers, of which he formerly 
served as secretary and as president. 


CHARLES J. KERSTEN, member of the law firm of Kersten & Mc- 
Kinnon, located at 231 Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, was born in 
Chicago, May 26, 1902, son of Charles and Norah (Gillespie) Ker- 
sten. His father, born in Germany, came to America in his youth 
and for several years was in business in Chicago but since 1920 has 
been in business in Rochester. His mother was born in County Mayo, 
Ireland, but grew up and was educated, married and died in America. 
One brother of Charles J. Kersten, Howard, lives in Chicago. 

Charles J. Kersten began his education at St. Berchman’s school 
in Marion, Iowa, and graduated from the Christian Brothers high 
school at Rochester, Minnesota, in 1920. His professional training 
was received in the law department of Marquette University, where 
he was graduated with the LL. B degree in 1925. Studying abroad 
for a year, he broadened his education and his outlook on life by 
travel and visiting many places of interest—Oxford University, Paris, 
Rome, Palestine. He traveled on foot through the Trossachs of Scot- 
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land, the French and Italian Riviera and the Black Forest of Ger- 
many. Returning to the United States, in 1927 he attended the 
Catholic University at Washington, D. C. 

He began his practice in Milwaukee in 1928 as an associate of 
Oliver O’Boyle and Arlo McKinnon. The law firm now is Kersten & 
McKinnon. In 1937 Mr. Kersten was appointed first assistant dis- 
trict attorney for Milwaukee County, resigning the position in 1944 
to resume private practice. During the seven years that he served 
the state he was closely associated with Herbert Steffes, then dis- 
trict attorney and now judge of the Municipal Court. They con- 
centrated their energies and worked earnestly to clear Milwaukee 
County of crime and vice. Many murderers were successfully prose- 
cuted. One of their outstanding prosecutions and convictions was the 
manslaughter trial of Thomas Duncan, executive secretary of Gover- 
nor Philip La Follette. In their strenuous campaign against indecent 
_literature and juvenile delinquency they were successful because they 
worked so consistently and wholeheartedly. 

In 1931 Mr. Kersten was united in marriage to Miss Mary E. 
McKinnon, of Antigo, Langlade County, Wisconsin, daughter of 
George and Mae (Despins) McKinnon, both representatives of fami- 
lies who were early settlers in Wisconsin. Mrs. McKinnon survives 
her husband and makes her home at Antigo. Before her marriage 
Mrs. Kersten, who is a graduate of St. Theresa’s College, Winona, 
Minnesota, was a teacher of music and dramatics in Wisconsin. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kersten are justly proud of their five children, four boys 
and one girl. They are Ndmund Campion, Mary Callista, George 
Jerome Jr., Kenan John, Kevin Francis. The children are receiving 
their education at St. Monica school in Whitefish Bay. 

Mr. Kersten is a member of the Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
State and American Bar associations. Fraternally his affiliation is 
with the Knights of Columbus. He is a member and a zealous worker 
in the Holy Name Society, an organization of Catholic men who are 
actively engaged throughout the Catholic Church and the world 
in promoting respect for the name of Christ, thus establishing 
standards of Christian ethics and ideals for better living. He is 
chairman of the Holy Name Lecture Bureau, which gives lectures 
and debates in parochial school halls and clubs over the state. His 
foremost interest in life, other than his law practice, is centered in 
those activities which further intellectual, social and moral develop- 
ment and improvement. During World War II he served as a mem- 
ber of the United States Coastguard Reserve. 


REv. JOHN W. BRZONKALA, a member of the Catholic priesthood 
who is now pastor of St. John Kanty, the Polish Catholic church sit- 
uated at 966 West Dakota Street at South Tenth in Milwaukee, is also 
the national chaplain of the Polish Association of America. The parish 
of which he is in charge was established in 1907 and the parish prop- 
erty consists of three buildings—the combination church and school, 
the rectory and the Sisters’ convent. The buildings are all modern and 
are kept in excellent repair. An entire block is included within the 
grounds, which are surrounded by a substantial and attractive looking 
iron fence. In the parish school there are three hundred and ninety- 
two pupils under the care and instruction of twelve school Sisters of 
Notre Dame. 

Rev. Brzonkala, who was assigned to St. John Kanty in 1939, was 
born in Milwaukee, December 3, 1886, and is a son of Anthony and 
Katherine (Woda) Brzonkala, both of whom were natives of Poland 
and were married in that country in 1874. Coming to the United 
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States, the father was in the employ of the Pfister & Vogel Tanning 
Company for forty-eight years, a fact indicative of his industry and 
his loyalty to the interests he represented. He died in Milwaukee 
October 19, 1940, having survived his wife only a few months, her 
death having occurred in February of that year. They had settled on 
the south side of Milwaukee. Being of the Catholic faith they became 
charter members of St. Josaphat’s parish. They had a family of eight 
children, five sons and three daughters, all of whom were baptized in 
St. Josaphat’s church. All are still living in Milwaukee and three of 
the number, with their families, are members of St. John Kanty. The 
sons also became active in the public affairs of the south side of the 
city. 

Reverend Brzonkala pursued his education in St. Josaphat’s parish, 
mastering the branches of learning taught in the grades and in the 
normal school, after which he entered St. Francis Seminary in prep- 
aration for the priesthood. He completed his course and was ordained 
in 1912. He said his first mass in St. Patrick’s Church in Beaver Dam, 
Dodge County, and continued to serve as assistant in that parish for 
six months. Later he served as assistant successively in St. Patrick’s 
Church in Elkhorn, Walworth County, in St. Stanislaus Church in 
Milwaukee, in St. Cyrial and Methodius church in this city and in the 
church of St. Vincent de Paul, also in Milwaukee. He was then as- 
signed as pastor to St. Paul’s Church at St. Francis and later he filled 
the pastorate of St. Michael’s Catholic Church at Beaver Dam. 

On the 6th of October, 1939, Reverend Brzonkala was transferred 
as pastor to St. John Kanty, where he has since continued his labors 
with good results, the work of the parish being well organized and 
carefully supervised and directed by him. In addition to his parish 
work Reverend Brzonkala is serving as the national chaplain of the 
Polish Association of America and he is chaplain of the Unit of the 
Polish Soldier. He has always been deeply and helpfully interested 
in civic affairs and supports all measures which he believes will pro- 
mote the general welfare, being now a member of the board of the 
South Side Advancement Association as spiritual and welfare director. 
He is also an honorary life member and the chaplain of George Wash- 
ington Post No. 2 of the American Legion. He was not a soldier of 
World War I but was elected an honorary member of the American 
Legion in recognition of his interest in and work for this post, in 
which he has many warm and admiring friends. 


JAMES J. MCDONALD, member of the Madison bar since 1915, 
has enjoyed a busy and successful law practice, and has also found 
time for an interesting hobby. The pursuit of this hobby has made 
him an authority on the mythical demigod of the north woods, “Paul 
Bunyan,” and for years he has been a collector of Bunyan stories and 
lumberjack ballads. On many public occasions he has illustrated his 
remarkable gift for telling these stories and has also compiled some 
of the Paul Bunyan literature, which appears in the 1931 Wisconsin 
Blue Book. 

Mr. McDonald was born at Stinnett, near Hayward, Wisconsin, 
October 28, 1886. His parents were Thomas and Hattie (McEvoy) 
McDonald. His paternal grandparents were Archibald and Harriet 
(Dewey) McDonald, the former born on the Isle of Skye in Scotland 
but came to America in 1826, and the latter a native of Hingham, 
Massachusetts, where they were married in 1840. In 1843 they re- 
moved to Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, where they spent the 
remaining years of life. The maternal grandparents were Thomas 
and Margaret (Daisley) McEvoy, of Cape Breton Island, the former 
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born in 1796, at Waterford, Ireland, and died in Cape Breton Island. 
Mrs. McEvoy later came to Wisconsin, where she spent her declining 
years. 

Thomas McDonald came to Wisconsin in 1869 from Cape Breton 
Island. Hattie McDonald was also a native of the same place. For 
twenty years Thomas worked as foreman in the lumber camps and 
on the drives, but in 1889 moved to a farm in Polk County, Wisconsin, 
where he lived until 1938, when he passed away at the age of ninety- 
two years. Hattie McDonald passed away in 1903. They became the 
parents of five children: James J.; Archie, of Centuria, Polk County, 
Wisconsin; Dan, a carpenter and builder, who since our entry into 
_ World War II has been employed on Government installations in 
various states and is now on the Aleutian Islands, Alaska; Daphne, 
who married Charles Towne, of Marshfield; and Goldie, the wife 
of Fred Schnur, of Centuria, Wisconsin. 

James J. McDonald first attended school at Saint Croix Falls, 
Wisconsin, was graduated in 1907 from the high school at New 
Richmond, Wisconsin, took his A. B. degree at the University of 
Wisconsin in 1912 and in the following year was graduated from 
the Wisconsin Law School. For a year and a half after admission 
to the bar he practiced at Portage, Wisconsin, and in 1915 located 
at Madison. He has always practiced without a partner, and for 
over a quarter of a century has occupied the same office though his 
quarters have been enlarged in keeping with the growth of his 
professional business. From 1919 to 1941, with the exception of 
a couple of sessions, he served as a member of the staff and for 
several years as chief draftsman in the Legislative Reference Library, 
having entered upon this work under Dr. Charles McCarthy, who 
became nationally known for the work he inaugurated there. Since 
December, 1943, Mr. McDonald has served as divorce counsel for 
Dane County. In recent years the volume of his legal business has 
become so great that he has found it necessary to employ legal 
assistance and he now has associated with him Frank Jenks and 
Robert Dewa, both attorneys at law. 

Among his outside interests Mr. McDonald is vitally concerned 
in the production of one of the most essential materials for produc- 
tion of war equipment and materials. He is associated with C. W. 
Singer, of Dodgeville, as a general partner in the mining and milling 
of lead and zine ore at Dodgeville, where they have extensive work- 
ings. He is independent in politics, a York and Scottish Rite Mason, 
a member of the Zor Shrine and the Shrine Club, the Optimist Club, 
the Technical Club, the Nakoma Golf Club, the Phi Alpha Delta and 
Sigma Rho fraternities, a life member of the Wisconsin State His- 
torical Society, and a member of the First Congregational Church. 
He is a past president of the Optimist and Shrine clubs and at present 
is second lieutenant commander of the Madison Consistory. 

In November, 1915, he married Grace Bogue, daughter of Alan 
and Ellen (Stevenson) Bogue, both natives of Scotland who came to 
Wisconsin in their early youth. Mr. and Mrs. McDonald have one 
son, James B., born July 5, 1919, and who who has adopted the 
original spelling of the family name—MacDonald. He graduated 
from the West high school at Madison and received his A. B. degree 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1941. He then entered the 
University of Wisconsin Law School and after completing only two 
years of his work here he entered the army on July 12, 1943. Now 
a second lieutenant, he is a platoon leader in one of the most decor- 
ated units in the Mediterranean theater. This is the One Hundred 
and Thirty-third Infantry Regiment of the Red Bull Division, which 
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has been in front line combat duty during the African and Italian 
campaigns and already has over 1500 Purple Hearts among its per- 
sonnel. Lieutenant MacDonald married Betty Mae Nelson, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin L. Nelson, of Madison. Mrs. Betty Mac- 
Donald received her Master of Arts degree from the University of 
Wisconsin and is now teaching in Madison. 


WEST MILWAUKEE HIGH SCHOOL is situated at 5104 West Green- 
field Avenue and has ever added to the high reputation which the 
metropolis enjoys in the matter of its schools and educational facili- 
ties. The West Milwaukee school district includes the elementary 
school, the Pershing school, located at 4639 West Beloit Road, and 
the high school, which has an attendance of seven hundred pupils. 
The district employs forty-four teachers, in charge of twelve hundred 
pupils. The beautiful high school building, which was erected in 
1927, is built in modern style of architecture and provides the best 
educational facilities. It is well equipped with everything to aid in 
classroom work and to assist the pupils in the study periods. Thought- 
ful attention is being given toward making this an attractive and 
healthful place in which to work. Constant progress is being made 
in the methods of instruction and there is close cooperation between 
teachers and the student body. 

Mathew Barkley came to West Milwaukee in 1921 and has been 
principal of West Milwaukee high school since 1927. He has been 
in school work for more than thirty years. He was born in the north 
of Ireland, May 22, 1890, and was a little lad of six years when 
brought to the United States by his parents, Robert and Sarah 
(Carmichael) Barkley. Reared in the Milwaukee area, he is a 
graduate of the old Whitewater Normal, now the State Teachers 
College, and received his Master’s degree from Marquette University. 
He has since devoted his attention to educational activities and was 
elected superintendent of the Dane County schools, in which position 
he continued for three terms, his work being highly satisfactory to 
the community. The only interruption to his work as a teacher came 
in the first World War, when he enlisted for military service, becom- 
ing a member of the Fourth Division of the United States Army. 
He was on active duty in France and with the Army of Occupation 
in Germany. Following his return from the service he came to 
West Milwaukee in 1921 as principal of the elementary school and 
has been principal of the West Milwaukee high school since it was 
built in 1927, in addition to which he is also superintendent of the 
West Milwaukee schools. He deserves much credit for the proper 
functioning of the schools and the improvements which have been 
made as the years have passed by, and in all of his work he has held 
to high ideals. Various effective changes have been made in the 
curriculum and in the methods of instruction, and Mr. Barkley in- 
spires teachers and pupils under his direction with much of his 
own zeal and interest in the work. 

Mr. Barkley married Miss Florence Hoffman, and they have one 
daughter, Betty, who is a graduate of the West Milwaukee high 
school, attended Beloit College, and is now majoring in social work 
at the University of Wisconsin. Mr. Barkley finds recreation and 
pleasure in fishing in Wisconsin streams and lakes and spends his 
leisure hours in that manner. He is a Mason, with membership in 
Excelsior Lodge No. 175, F. & A. M., and he belongs to the West 
Milwaukee Lions Club, of which he was president in 1942. He is 
also a past president of the West Milwaukee Business and Advance- 
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ment Association. He is a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and is now serving as vice commander of West Milwaukee Post No. 
2861. He also has membership in Alonzo Cudworth Post No. 23 of 
the American Legion, and through these avenues keeps in touch with 
his comrades of World War I. Along strictly professional lines he 
is connected with the National Education Association, the Wisconsin 
liducation Association, the American Association of School Admin- 
istrators and is also interested in the Parent-Teacher Association, 
at all times utilizing every means at hand to broaden his knowledge 
and promote his efficiency in connection with the schools. His work 
here has covered twenty-four years and each year has marked the 
widening of his effort and has advanced the results for which he has 
striven. 


REV. JOHN J. STEHLING, who in October, 1940, was assigned to 
the pastorate of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Racine, where he has 


‘since continued his ministry, was born in Milwaukee, May 30, 1884, 


a son of Joseph and Catherine (Blommer) Stehling, the latter also 
a native of Milwaukee. The father, who was born in Koenigswrieter 
on the Rhine in Germany, came with his parents to the United States 
in 1854. He was a son of Karl Xavier Stehling, who was a tanner 
by trade and founded and operated the Stehling tannery in Mil- 
waukee. His son, Joseph Stehling, also learned the tanning business, 
which he followed for a number of years and then became a stationary 
engineer, continuing in that line of activity throughout the remainder 
of his days, his death occurring in 1906, while his wife died in 1913. 

Father Stehling was a pupil in Milwaukee schools until after he 
had mastered the elementary branches of learning when he entered 
St. Francis Seminary, of St. Francis, Milwaukee County, there taking 
his high school work and later, in preparation for Holy Orders, 
pursuing his studies in philosophy and theology. For eleven years he 
remained a student there and was graduated on the 26th of March, 
1911. He was ordained to the priesthood on the following day and 
he first became assistant pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Milwaukee, 
where he remained for nine months. 

On account of his health Father Stehling then went to Louisiana, 
where he spent three years and during that time he was active in 
the work as chaplain of the Chinchuba Deaf Mute Institute near 
Covington, Louisiana. On his return to the North he went to Golen- 
dale, Washington County, Wisconsin, being there assigned to the 
pastorate of St. Boniface Church, of which he continued the pastor 
for ten years. At Elkhorn, Walworth County, he served as pastor of 
St. Patrick’s Church for a period of six and a half years, after which 
he was transferred to Roxbury, Dane County, where he was pastor 
of St. Norbert’s Church for eight years. Since 1940 he has been in 
Racine in charge of St. Mary’s Church. 

For almost a century St. Mary’s has been a factor in the moral 
progress of this city. It was established in 1838, being the oldest 
church in the city, and during the first fourteen years of its existence 
was known as St. Ignatius Church and was used by both the English 
and German speaking Catholics. In 1852, however, the German 
Catholics withdrew to build a church of their own. The first resident 
pastor was the Rev. Simon Bartosh, who built the first St. Mary’s 
Church in 1852. He was succeeded by Father M. Kundig, who later 
became vicar general of Milwaukee. The first church was dedicated 
by Bishop Henni in 1853 and in the same year Father John Peiffer. 
became pastor, but remained for only a brief time when the work 
was taken over by Father Frank Fusseder, who during the Civil 
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War became an army chaplain and after peace was once more pro- 
claimed became pastor at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. 

The next pastor of St. Mary’s was the Rev. Fabianus Bermadinger, 
who remained in charge of the parish until 1857, when the work was 
taken over by Father F. X. Sailer, who continued in Racine until 
1862, and in that year was succeeded by Father Francis Uhlemeyer, 
who greatly promoted the work of the church and was also instru- 
mental in having the parish school built in 1867. At length he re- 
signed and was followed by Father F. X. Etschmann, who served 
St. Mary’s until 1870, when Father J. A. Birkhaeuser was assigned 
to the parish, directing its activities until 1873, when he was made 
a professor at St. Francis Academy. The work was then taken over 
by Father George Strickner and he organized St. Joseph’s congrega- 
tion on the north side. In 1877 Rev. Peter De Berge became pastor, 
and under his direction the old parsonage was built in 1878 and was 
occupied by him until 1880, when he resigned and was succeeded by 
Father William Engle, whose death occurred shortly after he had 
come to St. Mary’s. His successor was Father Joseph M. Albers, 
who built the present St. Mary’s Church. He took up the work in 
August, 1890, and was followed by Father August Albers, who re- 
mained for two years. Father Joseph Albers then returned to St. 
Mary’s, continuing as pastor until 1896. Following his retirement 
Rev. Theo B. Meyer was appointed to the pastorate, which covered 
the succeeding thirty-five years—a period of most faithful and con- 
sgecrated service which ended when he was called to his eternal 
reward. Father Anthony M. Erz was next assigned to the church 
and he was instrumental in building the present rectory in 1982. 
His work was continued here until 1940, when Father Al Kraus 
took over for six months. On the 9th of October, 1940, Father John 
J. Stehling was assigned to St. Mary’s, entering upon the work with 
which he has since been identified. He has done much to improve 
the church property, including the redecoration of the house of 
worship in 1941, and he is now putting forth every effort to raise 
the necessary fund for the building of a new school. It was pri- 
marily for this purpose that he was sent to Racine. The church has 
a membership of eight hundred and twenty, which represents a great 
increase since Father Stehling took over. He has also been instru- 
mental in raising the school attendance, for his labors have been 
a stimulating influence to his parishioners and the church activities 
have been steadily developed under his guidance. Outside of his 
parish duties Father Stehling is interested in and has membership 
with the Knights of Columbus. 


JOHN LOGAN NEWMAN, a successful attorney at law in the firm 
of Newman & Rosenheimer, located at 312 East Wisconsin Avenue, 
Milwaukee, was born in the ancestral farm home at Clemensville, near 
Oshkosh, Winnebago County, Wisconsin, November 12, 1894, the son 
of William E. and Carrie (Logan) Newman. Many of his ancestors 
were notable figures in cultural activities, some in Wisconsin and 
others in foreign lands. His mother, who was born in 1861 at Hor- 
tonville, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, now resides in Milwaukee 
and, although over eighty, she still has a zest for living. She is one 
of the oldest living graduates of the class of 1885 at Lawrence College, 
Appleton, Wisconsin. Her sister, the Rev. Mrs. Merlin Ennis, is a 
graduate of Lawrence College and also did graduate work at Wellesley 
College, where she later taught. She and her husband were sent by 
Beloit College as missionaries to Portuguese West Africa, where they 
devoted many years of their lives in promoting the welfare of the 
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natives. They are now making their home in Massachusetts. John 
Newman’s maternal grandfather, John Logan, was born in Scotland, 
in Wigtonshire. Coming to Wisconsin in 1848, he became one of the 
early pioneer farmers and educators, establishing an academy at 
Endeavor, Marquette County, in 1900. The building is now called 
“Togan Hall” and is used as a public school. Mr. Logan was deeply 
interested and worked whole-heartedly in improving educational 
facilities in rural communities. He retired and his last years were 
spent on the northwest coast, where he died in Eugene, Oregon. 

William E. Newman, father of John Newman, was born in 1865 
on the farm in Winnebago County. He was the son of Cornelius New- 
man, who was a Pennsylvanian, but came to Wisconsin when a young 
man and engaged in agricultural pursuits. William E. Newman died 
September 20, 1934. His brother, Jesse Newman, after graduating 
from Lawrence College became a missionary to China and served 
there during the difficult years of the Boxer rebellion. He is now 
deceased. 

John Logan Newman is the third in a family of five: Ethel New- 
man, secretary with an industrial corporation in Milwaukee; Mrs. 
Russell S. Fine, of Philadelphia; John Logan Newman; R. F. Newman, 
investment counselor in Milwaukee; and Irma Newman, a teacher in 
the Pulaski high school, Milwaukee. 

In 1906 John Logan Newman came to Milwaukee with his family 
and received his early education there. He graduated from West 
Division high school in 1911, spent two years at Milwaukee Normal 
School, and in 1917 received the Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of Wisconsin, followed by his LL.B. degree in 1919 from 
the University law school. During his college days he was a member 
of the Order of the Coif, honorary law fraternity. Shortly before 
the close of World War I he enlisted in the Officers’ Navy Training 
School. He began his law practice as an associate in the law firm of 
Mason & Stevens, where he had studied and worked while attending 
the university. He was there only a short time, for in the fall of 
1919 he moved to Milwaukee and entered the office of Otjen & Otjen 
and remained there until 1921, when he became affiliated with Van- 
Dyke, Shaw, Muskat & VanDyke. In 1928 he became senior member 
of the law firm of Newman & Rosenheimer. In 1980 Mr. Newman 
prepared a digest of Wisconsin Supreme Court decisions entitled 
“Wisconsin Decisions,” and edited a monthly upkeep service for sev- 
eral years. He also revised and edited a supplement of the laws of 
the District of Columbia. He was a candidate for Civil Court judge 
in 1945. 

John Logan Newman married Ethel Gildehaus, a native of St. 
Louis and daughter of Fred and Eda (Morgens) Gildehaus. Mr. 
Morgens established and is the owner of Morgens’ dry cleaning estab- 
lishment, one of the outstanding industries of St. Louis. Mr. and 
Mrs. Newman are the parents of three children: Jeanne Louise, a 
graduate of Shorewood high school and now a sophomore at the 
University of Wisconsin; John Logan Newman Jr., aged nineteen, a 
graduate of Shorewood high school, now with the Highty-sixth Di- 
vision of the United States Army; Nancy, a freshman in Shorewood 
high school. 

Like many professional men Mr. Newman finds contract bridge a 
means of relaxation from the day’s work. It is his favorite recrea- 
tion and hobby. He is a member of the American Contract Bridge 
League and of the Cavendish Bridge Club, which frequently engages 
in tournaments. He belongs to the Elks Club, to Phi Alpha Delta 
legal fraternity, and is a member of the Milwaukee County advisory 
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draft board for selective training and service. His religious faith 
is that of the Methodist church and he attends the Kenwood Method- 
ist Church in Milwaukee. 


WHITEFISH BAY SCHOOLS. The educational system of Whitefish 
Bay has been one of rapid and substantial development in keeping 
with the growth and progress of this attractive Milwaukee suburban 
community, which in 1919 had a population of eight hundred and 
fifty. In that year the schools showed an enrollment of one hundred 
and fifty pupils in eight classrooms under the care of five teachers. 
By 1941 the population of the suburb had increased to ten thousand 
and the school enrollment had jumped to twenty-two hundred students 
in seventy-four classrooms and under the guidance of ninety-one 
teachers. 

The building projects have been promoted in keeping with the 
needs of the growing community and there is today a modern high 
school at 1200 East Fairmont Avenue; the Henry Clay school at 
1144 Kast Henry Clay Street; the Richards school at 5812 North 
Santa Monica Boulevard; and the Cumberland school at 4780 North 
Marlborough Drive, the last three being elementary schools. There 
is a total enrollment of more than twenty-three hundred, with six 
hundred and eighty-three of these being high school pupils. Plans 
have been made in the erection of the school buildings for their 
further expansion by the addition of further units. The high school, 
now one-half completed, will eventually furnish accomodations for 
one thousand pupils. One of the elementary schools of twenty rooms 
has been completed and two elementary schools of thirty-one class- 
rooms are one-third completed. 

It is the policy of the system to be sanely progressive yet wisely 
conservative. The courses of study have been carefully chosen and 
there is abundant provision for pupil participation in choosing class 
procedure. Such activities as club work, athletics, intramurals, 
dramatics, band and choir are considered an integral part of the 
school system and are termed co-curricular. It is the purpose of 
the school system to have every teacher a guide and counselor to 
those under her care and that the school should be a healthful, happy, 
cheerful place in which to work and live, and should make for sound 
mental health and emotional stability. The utmost care is exercised 
in the selection of teachers who are able to meet the school require- 
ments in all these particulars and thus qualify their pupils for the 
later duties and responsibilities of life. Each teacher seems thor- 
oughly imbued with the purpose and high ideals of the school and the 
teaching staff as well as the community is planning for the future 
educational interests of Whitefish Bay. The high school, erected in 
1932,. is one of the most complete in Milwaukee County, and each 
school has around it spacious grounds and broad athletic fields, 
making the entire educational system and school plant one of which 
every citizen of the community may well be proud. 


C. L. MULRINE, who is superintendent of the Whitefish Bay 
schools, with offices in the high school building at 1200 East Fairmont 
Avenue, was born at Black River Falls, Wisconsin, January 15, 1889, 
a son of William and Isabel (Stuart) Mulrine, and comes of Irish: 
ancestry. He is a graduate of the Oshkosh State Teachers College 
with the class of 1912 and won his Bachelor of Philosophy degree 
at Marquette University in 1920, his Bachelor of Laws degree in 
1923 and his Master’s degree in education in 1982. While thus pro- 
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moting his own education he had entered upon the work of teaching 
and was an instructor and principal of the Hilbert Junction school 
in Calumet County. He also taught at Polar, Langlade County and 
at Odanah in Ashland County and in 1917 he came to Whitefish Bay, 
at which time the schools numbered one hundred and twenty-five 
students, with three teachers in charge. During the time in which 
Mr. Mulrine has been in charge the village has grown very rapidly 
until there are today one hundred and seven teachers while the school 
enrollment is twenty-three hundred pupils. There are three elemen- 
tary schools and the high school building, which was finished as it 
stands today in 1932. Mr. Mulrine has introduced progressive methods 
in keeping with the educational spirit of the times and his efforts 
have been far-reaching and resultant. 


RuSssELL K. HEALY, who is principal of the high school at White- 
fish Bay, was born in North Dakota, on a farm near the town of 
Drayton, April 5, 1898. He pursued his education in the grades and 
high school of Drayton and in Hamline University of St. Paul, Min- 
-nesota, where he was awarded the Bachelor of Science degree in 
1916, while in 1925 he received his Master’s degree and superintend- 
ent’s diploma from the Teachers’ College, Columbia University. He 
taught at Argyle, Minnesota, for a year and a half prior to 1917, 
when he entered military service in connection with the first World 
War, being assigned to duty in the naval aviation department. 
When the war was over and he received his discharge he resumed 
his school work and was principal at Hanley Falls, Minnesota, for 
the two succeeding years, after which he spent one year as a student 
in Columbia University. In 1922 he became connected with the 
Shorewood high school in Milwaukee County, there continuing until 
1929 as head of the science department. In that year he was made 
principal of one of the grade schools in Whitefish Bay and later 
advanced to the position of high school principal. The school has 
an enrollment of six hundred and eighty-three pupils and is housed 
in one of the finest, most modern and most complete school buildings 
in Milwaukee County. 


REV. STANLEY B. WITKOWIAK, president of St. Catherine’s high 
school of Racine, at 1200 Park Avenue, was born in St. Francis, 
Wisconsin, May 18, 1909. His parents, Stanley and Helen (Grobelna) 
Witkowiak, were natives of Poland, where they were reared, edu- 
eated and married. Leaving that country early in the present cen- 
tury, they crossed the Atlantic and made their way to St. Francis, 
Wisconsin, where the father has followed gardening and landscap- 
ing for many years, but is now living retired, having well earned 
the rest that he now enjoys. He still makes his home in St. Francis 
and has reached the age of sixty-eight years, but his wife passed 
away in 1943, when sixty-six years of age. 

Father Witkowiak attended the Pio Nono high school of Mil- 
waukee, where he was graduated in 1927, and then studied in St. 
Francis Seminary of St. Francis, Wisconsin, for eight years, there 
taking all of his college work and his theological courses. He was 
graduated and ordained to the priesthood on the 15th of. June, 
1935, after which he was assigned to St. Stanislaus parish in Mil- 
waukee as assistant pastor. There he remained from 19385 until 
1939, after which he attended summer school at Marquette Uni- 
versity and from 1939 until 1942 pursued a three year graduate 
course at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D. C., 
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where he received his Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1942. For 
three months he served as teacher and chaplain at Mercy Hospital 
in Janesville, Wisconsin. 

On New Year’s day of 1943 Father Witkowiak became president 
of St. Catherine’s high school of Racine. This institution was opened 
as a girls’ academy in 1867 and was converted into a co-educational 
school in 1924, in which year the present fine high school building 
was erected. There is now an enrollment of five hundred and fifty 
pupils, under the care of a faculty numbering twenty-six. Father 
Witkowiak’s liberal educational training well qualifies him for the 
direction of this school in both its secular and spiritual training. 

_ Languages are Father Witkowiak’s particular hobby and while 
in college he studied eight different languages at one time. In 1985 
he received his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees from 
St. Francis Seminary. He took special courses in law at the Catholic 
University of America and is the author of “Limitations Imposed 
upon the Rights and Powers of Respective States over Education 
by the United States Supreme Court.” To the writing of that 
work he devoted an entire year, publishing it in 1942. In addition 
to his work as president of St. Catherine’s high school in Racine, 
Father Witkowiak preaches occasionally in different Catholic churches 
and does considerable public speaking. He is a learned and scholarly 
gentleman and is the possessor of high oratorical ability. 


OtTHO AUGUST FIEDLER, M.D., of Sheboygan, is not only thoroughly 
informed concerning the science of medicine but also has a knowledge 
of socialized medicine and all the economic phases of practice that is 
scarcely equalled in Wisconsin. His entire professional activity has 
been based upon a most earnest desire to be of real service to those who 
need aid in his particular field, without regard to their financial con- 
dition, and the high ideals which he has followed merit the gratitude 
of many to whom he has rendered assistance, his entire course reflect- 
ing credit and honor upon his chosen calling. 

Doctor Fiedler was born in Stockbridge, Wisconsin, March 9, 1873. 
His grandfather, John Fiedler, came from Germany in 1848 and cast 
in his lot with the pioneer residents of Calumet County, Wisconsin. 
One of the members of his family was the Doctor’s father, Julius 
Caesar Fiedler, who was twelve years of age when they reached this 
state. He attended the common schools of Calumet County and after- 
ward worked his own farm and later engaged in the farm implement 
business in Chilton, Wisconsin, for a time. He possessed an inventive 
turn of mind, which occasioned him to work with John F. Appleby, 
who invented the knotter used on the twine binder. Mr. Fiedler 
became assistant superintendent of the Easterly Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Whitewater, an early manufacturer of binders, and he also 
engaged in the general contracting and building business there. At 
the time of the Civil War he volunteered for service in the Ninth Wis- 
econsin Infantry, a regiment formed exclusively of those of German 
birth, and later he was a very active member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. He also belonged to the Masonic order. He died in 
1899, at the age of sixty-three years. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Louise Christian Walch, was born in Wurtemburg, to which 
place her parents had removed from Scotland. Her father, Andrew J. 
Walch, afterward brought his family to the United States and became 
one of the pioneer residents of Calumet County. Mrs. Fiedler was a 
woman of deeply religious nature and very active in the Methodist 
church at Brotherton, which has been longer in service than any other 
Methodist church of the state. 
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Doctor Fiedler completed the high school course at Whitewater 
and in young manhood worked at farm labor for his board and room. 
Later he attended and was graduated from the State Teachers College 
at Whitewater and then taught science in the schools of Fort Atkinson, 
Wisconsin. In 1894 he came to Sheboygan as science teacher and 
assistant principal, so continuing until he enlisted as a member of 
Company C, Second Wisconsin Infantry, serving as a corporal in the 
Spanish-American War from March until November, 1898. 

With his return home Doctor Fiedler entered the Wisconsin Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, now the medical department of Mar- 
quette University, from which he received his professional degree at 
his graduation in 1902, as valedictorian of his class. He was an in- 


‘structor at the University for two years and for an equal period was 


interne at the National Soldiers Home Hospital at Milwaukee. After 
his graduation he was chief chemist and bacteriologist of the Milwau- 
kee public health department and professor of chemistry in Marquette 
University until 1906, when he went to Athens, Wisconsin, where he 
engaged in general medical practice and was also health officer of 
Marathon County. He was also president of the County Medical So- 
ciety. He is active in Masonic circles. 

In 1910 Doctor Fiedler went abroad and attended the University 
of Vienna for two years, doing special work in diagnosis, surgery 
and pathology. In 1912 he returned to Marquette University as as- 
sistant to Dr. Alexander H. Levings, one of the founders of the school, 
serving as assistant professor of surgery. 

The year 1913 witnessed Doctor Fiedler’s arrival in Sheboygan, 
where he entered upon surgical practice and at the same time con- 
tinued as assistant professor of surgery at Marquette, giving lectures 
at the University until he joined the United States Army, volunteer- 
ing April 7, 1917, the day after war was declared. He was commis- 
sioned a major in the medical corps of the U. S. Army and spent three 
months at Rockefeller Institute under Dr. Alexis Carel, while his 
military training was obtained at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indiana. 
Later he was detailed to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, to assist in the organ- 
ization of Base Hospital 22 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He next joined 
the American Expeditionary Forces and was promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel in the medical corps. He was abroad for a year in 
France, as surgeon in Base Hospital 22, and then commanding officer 
of Base Hospital 114. On his return to the United States he was dis- 
charged from the service May 29, 1919, having given about two years 
to the army. 

Doctor Fiedler then resumed the practice of surgery in Sheboygan. 
In 1921, having seen the value of cooperative specialization in the 
army, he and others organized the Sheboygan Clinic, erecting a build- 
ing especially designed for the purpose, Doctor Fiedler being presi- 
dent of the Sheboygan Clinic Building Company and executive secre- 
tary of the Sheboygan Clinic, Inc., which was later dissolved as a cor- 
poration and now operates as a non-profit service partnership. Since 
1921 Doctor Fiedler has specialized in internal medicine. In 1929 he 
was invited to become a fellow of the American College of Physicians 
and in 1937 he became a member of the American Board of Internal 
Medicine. He is a past president of the Sheboygan County Medical 
Society, and in 1931 was president of the Wisconsin State Medical 
Society, during which time surveys were made to ascertain the eco- 
nomic trend of medical treatment and hospitalization in the various 
income groups of medical and hospital patients. Since 1931 he has 
been a very keen and interested student of socialized medicine, and has 
written various articles and made many public talks on the subject. 
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For fourteen years he has been a member and has served as president 
of the State Board of Health. He was one of the original members and 
the second president of the Northwest Regional Conference, held to 
study economic aspects of medicine in Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, 
Indiana, Iowa, North and South Dakota and Montana, and he has 
served as a member of special legislative committees of both the Wis- 
consin and American Medical associations. He is a member of the 
faculty and preceptor in charge of extra-mural education of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Medical School, and he is thus constantly en- 
larging the scope of his activities in service to his fellowmen. 

Doctor Fiedler was active in organizing the Sheboygan Memorial 
Hospital and ‘has been its chief of medical service from the beginning. 
He was also a member of the De Land Foundation, which established 
the children’s department of Memorial Hospital. He aided in organ- 
izing and became the first commander of the American Legion Post of 
Sheboygan and is a member of the Military Order of the World War. 
He likewise served as the first president of the Sheboygan Kiwanis 
Club and was formerly a governor of the Wisconsin-Upper Michigan 
district of Kiwanis. He is a member of Phi Rho Sigma fraternity, 
a life member of the Inter State Post Graduate Assemblies, a trustee 
of Marquette University and assistant district surgeon for the Chi- 
cago & North Western Railroad. He finds recreation in fishing and 
boating, but his leisure hours are few. He enjoys the study of history 
and possesses a fine private library in addition to his large medical 
library, and with the contents of both he’is largely familiar. 

On the 28th of June, 1905, Doctor Fiedler married Elizabeth 
Morris at Sheboygan, a daughter of William and Caroline (Newcomb) 
Morris. The mother was related in a collateral line to the Gales, a 
pioneer family of Sheboygan, and to F. R. Townsend, one of the lead- 
ing bankers of the city. Her father, William Morris, was a banker of 
Cairo, Illinois. Mrs. Fiedler has been very active in social and wel- 
fare work in connection with the Welfare Bureau, and has done pro- 
bation work through the Juvenile Court. She is also a leading mem- 
ber of the Kings Daughters, the Woman’s Club, the Dramatic Club 
and has been very active in the American Legion Auxiliary, the Medi- 
cal Society Auxiliary and the Eastern Star. 

Doctor and Mrs. Fiedler have three children. The older son is 
William Morris, born September 16, 1914, who was graduated magna 
cum laude from Carleton College and became a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa. He attended the California Institute of Technology and was 
made a member of the honorary fraternity Sigma Xi, and earned his 
Master’s Degree. With an All Alumni scholarship he spent two years 
at the University of Wisconsin, where he won high scholastic honors, 
and he gained his Doctor of Philosophy degree at the University of 
California, where he was graduated with high honors. He married 
Rose Dedon, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and he is now instructor and 
for a time chairman of the department of geology at Carleton Col- 
lege. They have one daughter, Barbara, born October 8, 1943. The 
younger son of Doctor and Mrs. Fiedler, Carl O., was born January 
13, 1922. He is a graduate of Carleton College and is now engaged in 
journalism on the Sheboygan Press. He married Camille Legat, of 
Ely, Minnesota. The daughter of Doctor and Mrs. Fiedler, Margaret 
Elizabeth, was born June 4, 1918. She attended Rockford Women’s 
College. She was a laboratory technician before her marriage to 
Eugene Ray Critchett, a graduate of Simpson College who pursued a 
post-graduate course in geology at the University of California. He 
is now geologist with the Standard Oil Company in Egypt. They have 
one son, Kugene Ray Critchett Jr., born September 8, 19438. 
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WILLIAM I. O’NEILL, public administrator of Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin, was born in Milwaukee on October 28, 1902. His parents, 
Owen and Adelaide O’Neill, were both born in Wisconsin, his father 
in Madison and his mother in Milwaukee. His maternal and paternal 
grandparents were born in Ireland. They came to this country early 
in the nineteenth century. William O’Neill, the paternal grandfather, 
settled in Dane County, Wisconsin, in 1838. Michael Smith, his ma- 
ternal grandfather, settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1842. 

Responding to the call to the colors during the Civil War, William 
O’Neill, the paternal grandfather, served with a Wisconsin company 
and gave his life in battle. For three generations there have been 
representatives from the O’Neill family in every war in which the 


- United States has participated. 


William O’Neill’s father, who was connected for many years with 
the North Western Railway Company, died January 29, 1934. His 
mother is living at the present in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She is the 
daughter of Michael Smith, who came to Wisconsin from Ireland in 
1842. He was a graduate of Dublin University and in the early days 
he taught school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The latter years of his 
life he was with the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway freight 
house. 

William I. O’Neill is the eldest of six children, five of whom are 
living. Harold was killed in 1924 in an automobile accident; John 
is in the army and is stationed at Camp Callan, California; George 
is assistant manager of the southside branch of Cudahy Bros. Packing 
Company; Edward has been in the south Pacific for many months; 
and Robert is the youngest. 

Every educational advantage was given William I. O’Neill and he 
profited by all of these advantages. He received his grade school 
education from Marquette Academy, and in 1925 was graduated with 
the Bachelor of Arts degree from Marquette University. These schools 
are located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

For two years after his graduation from Marquette University 
William I. O’Neill taught school in Nashville, Tennessee. From Nash- 
ville he went to Washington, D. C., where he enrolled in Georgetown 
University and entered upon the study of law. It was necessary for 
him to find additional means of financing his education; thus, while 
he was attending the university, he was appointed guard at the United 
States Senate door. Some time later he served on the floor of the 
Senate as messenger. Not only did this finance his way through school 
but the experience was invaluable to him as he fitted himself to become 
a lawyer. In 1930 he received the LL.B. degree and was admitted 
to the bar. His first connection in law practice was in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in 1980. At that time he was associated with Irving P. 
Mehigan, attorney at law. In 19384 Mr. O’Neill became a partner of 
J. E. Sheridan, who is a son of Judge Michael S. Sheridan. Their 
firm was known as Sheridan & O’Neill. 

William O’Neill married Jeanette Hoye, a native of Milwaukee. She 
is the daughter of Thomas E. and Margarete Tegan Hoye, who are 
both deceased. The Hoye family came to Watertown, Jefferson 
County, Wisconsin, more than one hundred years ago, and the Tegan 
family were pioneers of Milwaukee when the city was only a small 
village. Mr. Hoye, Mrs. O’Neill’s father, was commissioner of public 
works in Milwaukee, and he founded and owned the Thomas E. Hoye 
Heating Company. The O’Neills have no children. 

For a number of years Attorney O’Neill has served as public ad- 
ministrator of the Milwaukee County Court. He is vice president of 
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the war legal service committee of the State Bar Association of Wis- 
consin. He was on the Americanization committee of the American 
bar. 

Fraternal organizations have been served in many ways by Mr. 
O’Neill. He is a past exalted ruler of Elks lodge No. 76, and he is 
now state vice-chairman of the Elks War Committee. In this capacity 
he is a speaker and travels extensively over the State of Wisconsin. 
He is also a member of the Civitan Club and of the Knights of Colum- 
bus, and he is on the speaker’s committee of the Holy Name Society. 
This work also takes him over the state. 

At present Mr. O’Neill is a member of the State Board of Goy- 
ernors of the State Bar Association and is serving on the taxation 
committee of the Milwaukee Bar Association. His contribution to 
his city and state in civic and business circles is outstanding and val- 
uable. 


THE HARWOOD LIBRARY of Wauwatosa has had a steady develop- 
ment and the community has high appreciation of the excellent 
service there secured. The public has always had an interest in 
opportunities for reading and for gaining information of an edu- 
cational nature, as shown in the fact that as early as 1855 there 
had been formed in the township a circulating library, while the 
present library had its origin in 1882, when a corporation was 
formed called the Harwood Library and Lecture Association. It 
was financed through subscriptions and was housed in different 
buildings until through the generosity of Charles and James Stickney 
and-Henry B. Hunter the present library site was purchased. When 
Mr. Harwood died he provided in his will for a trust fund that was 
to be created from the sale of his property and used for lbrary 
purposes. The financial benefits that accrued from this fund were 
turned over to the library, other subscriptions were made and money 
was obtained to erect the present library building, which was called 
Harwood Library in honor of its generous benefactor. 

Soon after Wauwatosa received its charter as a city the library 
was turned over to the new municipality and in 1905 the Carnegie 
addition was built, adding greatly to its spaciousness and attractive 
appearance. Improvements have been made, enlarging its usefulness. 
The building has been supplied with all modern facilities, and the 
growing usefulness to the community is manifest in the recent estab- 
lishment of two branches, so that patrons can secure books without 
making the more extended trips to the central branch at 7326 Har- 
wood Street. 

Grace Loveland has served as librarian for forty years and has 
been most helpful to the book borrowers in their selection of reading 
matter and of informative works. Miss Loveland has been a lifelong 
resident of Wauwatosa and is a daughter of Frank I. and Fanny 
(Strong) Loveland. Her father, who was also a native of Wauwatosa, 
was a son of Aaron Loveland, who came to Milwaukee County in 
pioneer times, making the trip from the far East with ox-team and 
canvas covered wagon. He was one of the first school teachers in his 
section of the state and he purchased farm land in this area but soon 
afterward decided to return to Vermont and again traversed the 
entire distance with the ox-drawn covered wagon. It was thus that 
Frank F. Loveland was reared and educated in the Green Mountain 
State and there he married Fanny Strong, who was born at Quechee, 
Vermont. Following their marriage Mr. Loveland returned with 
his wife to Wauwatosa and here carried on business, serving also 
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as secretary of the Milwaukee Pickle Company. He passed away 
in Wauwatosa, where Mrs. Loveland is still living. They were the 
parents of three daughters: Laura Loveland, who was a teacher 
in the Wauwatosa school, died in May, 1943; and Lena Clair Loveland 
is now principal of one of the Milwaukee schools. 

The other daughter, Miss Grace Loveland, following her gradua- 
tion from the Wauwatosa high school, pursued a library course at the 
University of Wisconsin. When a young girl she became an assistant 
in the Harwood Library and in time her work was regarded as 
indispensable as she learned every phase of the work and became 
thoroughly familiar with the books upon the shelves. She has taken 
great interest in the work and has been a moving factor in the growth 
and‘development of the library. She has planned out and put into 
execution a unique system in managing the institution, handles all 
details of the work and has entire charge of the purchase of books 
and of other features of the management of the library. She cooper- 
- ates heartily with the work of the nine schools of the city and she 
was largely instrumental in the establishment of the two branches. 
She has done much to make the Harwood Library a credit to 
Wauwatosa and is particularly well qualified for the work through 
her college training and her long practical experience. Her helpful 
cooperation with the patrons of the library has done much to make 
“Wauwatosa a community of homes, health and happiness,” for she 
has done much to stimulate intellectual and cultural progress here. 


ELBuR W. EASTMAN, president of the Merchants Delivery, Mov- 
ing & Storage Company of Racine, with offices and warehouse at 
1211 to 1223 State Street, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, December 31, 
1896, a son of Arthur and Florence (Meyer) Eastman, also natives 
of the Buckeye State, the father born in Manville, while the mother, 
like her son, is a native of Cincinnati. Mr. Eastman, who was a 
traveling salesman for many years, died in 1987, at the age of fifty- 
eight, and his widow still makes her home in Racine, residing at 
737 Wisconsin Avenue. 

Having completed his education in Bellevue, Kentucky, Elbur 
W. Eastman then became an automobile mechanic, which line of 
work he followed in Cincinnati until September, 1918, when he went 
into the army as sergeant of the Three Hundred and Nineteenth 
Company Tank Corps, which was stationed on the old Gettysburg 
battlefield, known as Camp Colt. He was appointed to that position 
by the now famous General Dwight D. Eisenhower, commander of 
the invasion forces in World War II. Later Mr. Kastman was sent 
to Camp Dix and was ready to go overseas when the Armistice was 
signed. He received his discharge December 5, 1918. 

; Returning to civilian life, Mr. Eastman was again in Cincinnati 
for a time and then went to Russell, Kentucky, where he had charge 
of a garage until 1919. He then came to Racine, continuing his 
work as a mechanic, operated a garage and was also the Chevrolet 
dealer for that district. In 1921 he established his present business 
under the name of the Merchants Delivery, Moving & Storage Com- 
pany and has since met with most gratifying success. He operates 
twenty trucks and employs twenty-three people. In addition he has 
a large and substantial warehouse ninety by two hundred feet which 
contains fifty-two thousand and two hundred square feet of floor 
space on three floors. He has rendered a service to the public that is 
highly satisfactory, so that his patronage has continuously increased, 
the business now yielding excellent financial returns. Mr. Eastman 
also owns ten acres of land within the city limits and is there spe- 
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cializing in the raising of purebred Leghorn chickens. This con- 
stitutes his hobby, which he finds most interesting. 

On the 18th of December, 1918, Mr. Eastman married Myrtle 
Purtee, a daughter of John Wesley and Ella (Smith) Purtee, both 
of whom were born in Ohio. During all of his active business life the 
father was a railway carpenter, residing at Seaman, Ohio. He died 
in 1917, while his wife had passed away in 19038. Mr. and Mrs. East- 
man have one son, Arthur W., who was born November 26, 1919, 
and who is now in partnership with his father. He married Jean 
Larson and they have three children: James, who was born March 
8, 1940, and Carolyn A. and Mary V., twins, who were born February 
115 1943; 

Mr. Eastman is a Mason with membership in the Blue Lodge, 
the chapter, council, consistory (Scottish Rite) and Shrine. He also 
belongs to the American Legion, to the Optimists Club and to the 
Traffic Club of Racine. Both he and his wife have membership in the 
First Evangelical Church, in which he is serving on the board, while 
Mrs. Eastman is also very active in church work. Mr. Kastman like- 
wise is a member of the Young Men’s Christian Association, while 
politically he follows an independent course but is never remiss in 
the duties of citizenship and supports many civic projects of worth 
to the city. 


ARTHUR MAX SELLS was born September 25, 1898, in Florence, 
Florence County, Wisconsin. He is the son of Max Sells and Nellie 
Hobart Sells, both of whom were early settlers of Wisconsin. 

Arthur’s father, Max, was born in Milwaukee of German parent- 
age. He spent his youth in Manistee, Michigan. He was appointed 
sheriff of Vilas County when it was created by act of Legislature in 
1898. In 1898 he graduated from Minnesota School of Law and he 
practiced law in Florence, Wisconsin, until his death in 1935. He 
also served in Florence as a banker. His law career led him into 
larger fields and he became district attorney of this county, serving 
in that capacity for a number of years. In political circles he was 
well known, since he was influential in the Republican party of the 
State of Wisconsin. Arthur Sells’ mother was also born in Wisconsin, 
in 1867, of English parentage. She died in 1937. 

Mr. Sells is one of three children, all of whom were born in Wis- 
consin. A brother died in infancy. His sister, Judge Verle E. Sells, 
was the first woman county judge in Wisconsin. She was appointed 
to this position by Governor La Follette in 19386 to fill a vacancy. In 
1937 she was elected to a six year term, but did not serve the full time 
as she died in April, 1940. She was a graduate of Milwaukee Downer 
College and of Marquette University school of law. Before beginning 
her practice of law she was a teacher in the Wisconsin schools and 
in the Illinois State Normal. 

In 1917 Arthur M. Sells graduated from the Florence high school. 
It was in Florence that he obtained both his grammar and high school 
education. In 1917 he enlisted in the infantry and served as a ser- 
geant in the Thirty-fifth Machine Gun Battalion, Twelfth Division. 

Dolores Porter, a native of Minnesota, was married to Arthur 
Sells in 1921. To this union was born one daughter, Dolores Maxine 
Porter, who is a graduate of Kemper Hall, Kenosha. At present she 
is receiving special training as a WAVE at Naval Proving Grounds, 
Dahlgren, Virginia. Mrs. Sells died in 1924. 

In 1926 Arthur Sells married Evelyn Garlock, a native of New 
York and a graduate of Syracuse and Columbia universities in New 
York with the Bachelor of Science degree. The Sells have two sons, 
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Arthur Max II, who is sixteen and is attending Mercersburg Academy, 
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, and Allen MacGregor, who is attending 
school at Milwaukee University School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

At the close of World War I Mr. Sells entered Wisconsin Univer- 
sity and in 1924 he received his LL.B. degree. After graduation he 
went into his father’s law office in Florence, Wisconsin, and they 
became the firm of Sells & Sells. In 1925 he became district attorney 
of Florence County and served in this capacity for eight years, until. 
1933. In 1933 he resigned the position of district attorney and went 
to Milwaukee to become assistant attorney for the Wisconsin Electric 
Power Company and in 1942 he was appointed to fill the vacancy of 
general attorney for the Wisconsin Electric Power Company. 

Mr. Sells’ recreational and social life is varied. He is fond of 
outdoor sports and often indulges in hunting and fishing. He is a 
member of the H. D. Fisher Lodge No. 222, F.&A.M., of Florence, 
Wisconsin, and has been quite active in the work. He also belongs 
- to the Knights Templar, Ivanhoe Commandery No. 24 and to Tripoli 
Temple, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; the Order of the Eastern Star, Flor- 
ence Chapter No. 23; and the Elks Lodge, Iron Mountain, No. 700. 
He has membership in numerous clubs: Milwaukee Club, Milwaukee 
Athletic Club, University Club, Fox Point Club, American Legion 
Electric Post No. 228, Milwaukee Press Club, Pine Grove Country 
Club and Chippewa Club at Iron Mountain, Michigan, and Madison 
Club at Madison. 

The Sells maintain a home at 1406 East Fox Lane, Fox Point in 
Milwaukee and they have a summer home in Florence County. 


ORLAF ANDERSON is an attorney at law at Milwaukee, where he 
is practicing as senior partner in the firm of Anderson & Buckley, 
occupying offices at 739 North Broadway. Born in Norway, Febru-' 
ary 18, 1877, he is a son of Ole and Karen (Petersen) Anderson, who 
also were natives of the land of the fjords. The Andersons were 
identified with the lumber industry in Norway and came to the United 
States in 1879 to engage in the same business, being active in some 
of the most important lumber centers of the country, including Muske- 
gon and Manistee, Michigan, and Peshtigo and Wausau, Wisconsin, 
after which they operated in the South and on the Pacific Coast. 

Ole Anderson, father of Orlaf Anderson, was identified with the 
D. J. Murray Manufacturing Company for several years. This com- 
pany built sawmills and sawmill machinery and the industry con- 
tributed much to the progress and upbuilding of Wisconsin. The 
work of building sawmills took Ole Anderson to many sections of the 
North, South, the Middle West and the West coast, and it was while 
in the far West that he passed from this life in 1920. His widow 
survived him until 1941, dying in California at the advanced age of 
ninety-four years. 

Orlaf Anderson was the fourth in order of birth in his parents’ 
family that numbered eight sons and two daughters. His younger 
brother, Samuel Anderson, now living in Seattle, Washington, is a 
well known builder of industrial plants and business structures on 
the West coast. 

Orlaf Anderson acquired his early education in the public schools 
of this country before taking up the study of law at Valparaiso Uni- 
versity. He was admitted to the Wisconsin bar in 1903 and began 
practice at Wausau, this state, where he remained for twelve years, 
after which he came to Milwaukee. He has largely spcialized in 
insurance and corporation law, representing important interests. 
The nature of his practice requiring him to be absent from Wausau 
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a great deal was the deciding factor in his removal to Milwaukee 
twenty-eight years ago. He has been a member of the bar of Mil- 
waukee since 1915. During the years 1917-1919 Mr. Anderson was 
a member of the faculty of the Marquette University Law School 
and a professor in the law department. A short time after taking 
up residence in Milwaukee he became a member of the law firm of 
Schoetz, Williams & Anderson. Following the death of Mr. Schoetz 
and the removal of Mr. Williams to California, Mr. Anderson became 
the senior partner in the firm of Anderson, Donovan & Steinle, which 
connection was continued for fifteen years, the dissolution of the 
firm following the death of Mr. Donovan and the elevation of Judge 
Steinle to the bench. For a short time Mr. Anderson practiced inde- 
pendently and in 1948 the present firm of Anderson & Buckley was 
formed, his associate being William F. Buckley. Both are well known 
in Milwaukee legal circles. 

Mr. Anderson has proven a most competent factor in corporation 
and insurance law. His mind is naturally analytical in its trend 
and his deductions are ever clear and logical. He has membership 
in the Milwaukee County and State Bar associations. He is a Mason, 
being a life member of Forest Lodge No. 52, F. & A. M., of Wausau. 

Mr. Anderson married Katharine Hirschberger, a native of 
Annawan, Illinois, where she was reared and educated. Her father, 
Herman Hirschberger, had lived in Wisconsin for three years when 
a boy. During the Civil War he served as a soldier in defense of the 
Union, being a member of the One Hundred and Twelfth Illinois 
Regiment and was with the troops that accompanied General Sher- 
man on the march to the sea. 


PrIcE Morcan Davis is the president and general manager of 
the Shadbolt & Boyd Company of Milwaukee, to which responsible 
position he has advanced step by step, making the best possible 
use of his time, talents and opportunities. He is a strong executive, 
of broad, clear vision and of unfaltering enterprise and has made 
ready response'to every chance to advance the interests of the busi- 
ness. 

Born in Delafield, Wisconsin, August 11, 1870, Price M. Davis 
is descended from Welsh ancestry and displays many of the sterling 
traits that characterized his forbears. His parents, Robert and 
Mary (Williams) Davis, were natives of Wales, the former born in 
1931 and the latter in 1939. On coming to the United States, Rob-. 
ert Davis made his way westward to Wisconsin, where he entered 
the general farming and construction business, becoming one of 
the pioneer railroad builders of this section of the country. He had 
a contract for the building of a part of the Chicago & North West- 
ern Railroad and of other lines during the early epoch of railroad 
construction in this state, and thus greatly aided in the development 
of Wisconsin, as different sections of the state were thus opened 
up to civilization. For many years he made his home in Delafield 
and there passed away in 1887. His wife, Mary (Williams) Davis, 
was a daughter of Richard Williams, who settled in Waukesha County 
in pioneer times and there followed the occupation of farming. His 
daughter, Mrs. Davis, was only four years of age when the family 
came to this state. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Davis were 
three sons and two daughters:. Robert R., deceased; Mrs. George 
Vanderpool and Mrs. Philip Jones, both widows, residing in Dela- 
field; John J., who is an Illinois farmer; and Price Morgan. 

Mr. Davis pursued his early education in the public schools of 
Delafield until he reached the age of fourteen years, when he en- 
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tered St. John’s Military Academy of his native town, becoming a 
member of its first class. After completing his studies there he 
matriculated in Hobart College. of Geneva, New York, and was 
graduated with the class of 1894. Returning to Delafield, he taught 
for two years in St. John’s Military Academy and then went abroad, 
traveling over Europe for a year on a bicycle, gaining that liberal 
education and culture that can never be acquired as quickly in any 
other way as in travel. 

On his return Mr. Davis joined the Shadbolt & Boyd Iron Com- 
pany and has since been identified with this business, which he 
thoroughly learned in principle and detail as he was advanced from 
one position to another of greater responsibility. His unflagging 
industry and reliability gained him promotions and the year 1900 
found him serving on the board of directors while in 1901 he was 
elected second vice president. The business was founded in Mil- 
waukee in 1863 by John Shadbolt and Francis Boyd, who remained 
in charge until death called them, Mr. Shadbolt passing away in 
the early 1890s and Mr. Boyd in 1901. Mrs. Boyd then became 
the president of the company and remained in the office until her 
demise in 1924, when she was succeeded by Mr. Davis, who has 
since been both president and general manager of the business that 
is now conducted under the name of the Shadbolt & Boyd Company. 
They are distributors of steel and heavy hardware, industrial sup- 
plies, general contractors supplies, automotive equipment and trim- 
mings, pipe valves and fittings, mechanical rubber goods, copper, 
lumber, roofing and red and white oak and hard maple flooring. The 
trade now covers a wide field and the business constitutes one of 
the important commercial interests of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Davis married Maud G. Tompkins, a native of New York, 
and they have three sons and a daughter, all of whom are engaged 
in service during the second World War. The eldest, Captain Price 
Morgan Davis Jr., is serving with the United States Army, sta- 
tioned at Dayton, Ohio, where he is in charge of an ordnance divi- 
sion. He married Margaret Russell of Staunton, Virginia, and has 
a daughter, Margaret. John W. Davis, the second son, married 
Eveline Thatcher and has twin children: Gwyneth and Elizabeth. 
He, too, is serving with the United States Army, a member of the 
“Black Devils” outfit, although now a prisoner of war in Germany. 
Time magazine of September 4, 1944, carried a detailed account 
of this Black Devils outfit, saying it was a ‘“‘special United States- 
Canadian force of super commandos” who had been selected for 
ruggedness, military skill and calculating recklessness and secretly 
trained for special missions. Their name, Black Devils, was due 
to the fact that they painted their faces black and roamed through 
German positions. Major Robert R. Davis, the third son, is an 
aviator with a marine division, being second in command of a 
unit in the South Pacific. The daughter, Sally Davis, is a graduate 
of Milwaukee Downer College and of Vassar College and is now en- 
gaged in special work in Chicago for the duration. Mrs. Davis is a 
graduate nurse and started the Visiting Nurses Aid in Milwaukee, 
where she has been very active and helpful in other civic matters and 
in club work. 
~ Mr. Davis is a member of the Episcopal church and is a Mason 
of high degree, belonging to the consistory and to Tripoli Temple 
of the Shrine. He also has membership in the University Club, ~ 
Athletic Club and in Tripoli Temple of the Shrine, and he is a stal- 
wart supporter of Republican principles, always doing what he can 
to further the interest of the party that he believes best promotes 
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good government and public welfare. For two years he was a 
member of the Republican State Central Committee and his influ- 
ence has been widely and beneficially felt in Republican circles. Mr. 
Davis won quite a reputation in school and college as an athlete, 
having been senior champion of the state of Wisconsin five times 
as a golfer and was the Blue Mound champion golfer five times. 
He was also well known as a baseball player in Wisconsin and in the 
East. He cruised timber for his present firm from West Virginia 
to Texas. 


CHARLES JOHN KUNNY, a well known attorney of Port Washing- 
ton who also served as county judge of Ozaukee County, was a life- 
long resident of Wisconsin. He was born May 23, 1879, in the county 
which remained his home until his death December 22, 1943. His 
parents were Nicholas and Margaret (Kandel) Kunny. The father 
was a son of Nicholas and Susan (Gergen) Kunny, natives of Luxem- 
bourg, where they resided until death called them. Their son Nicholas 
left the place of his nativity in 1854 to seek a home in the new world, 
and after reaching Wisconsin he devoted his attention to agricultural 
pursuits in Ozaukee County. He took an active interest in local 
public affairs and served as a member of the town board and as 
clerk of the school district. His wife, Margaret (Kandel) Kunny, 
was a daughter of John and Anna Marie (Mootz) Kandel, who 
were also born in Luxembourg, and in 1847 crossed the ocean, after 
which they made their way to Wisconsin, settling near Fredonia, 
where the father engaged in farming. To the marriage of Nicholas 
Kunny and Margaret Kandel were born ten children, nine sons and 
a daughter. Of this family John is now in California; Anna died in 
infancy; Mathew is deceased; John B. is a retired farmer; Peter, 
also deceased, was for many years county superintendent of schools 
of Ozaukee County; Christopher is in Miami, Florida, the proprietor 
of a citrus farm; Nicholas has passed from this life; Andrew is a 
priest of the Catholic faith; and Bartholomew is a practicing phy- ° 
sician in Baldwin, Wisconsin. 

The other member of the family was Charles J. Kunny of this 
review, who began his education in the country school near his 
father’s place and later studied in the Oshkosh Normal before enter- 
ing the University of Wisconsin for the study of law. Completing 
the course, he there received his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1905 
and returned to Port Washington, where he opened an office and 
soon became well established in his profession. In addition to his 
private practice, which was of substantial proportions, he served 
as city attorney for seven years. He was also treasurer of the county 
for five consecutive terms, a fact indicative of his efficiency and loyalty 
in the position, and in 1932 he was elected county judge for a term 
of six years. He made a commendable record as a jurist and then 
retired to resume the private practice of law, in which he afterward 
engaged. Along strictly professional lines he was connected with the 


Ozaukee County Bar Association and with the Wisconsin State Bar 


Association. He was a public-spirited citizen, interested in all progres- 
sive civic projects, and during the first World War he served on 
numerous war committees, being vice chairman of the speakers’ 
committee, chairman of the publicity committee and a member of the 
Ozaukee County council of defense. He had membership in St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. 
Of his judicial career The National Observer, published at 570 
Seventh Avenue, New York City, has this to say in its issue of 
December 20, 1935: ‘In reviewing the records of various members 
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of the judiciary in different sections it is interesting to note in- 
stances of real progress in various courts and review the careers 
and records of judges who have shown real progress. For instance, 
the fine career of Judge Charles J. Kunny, county judge of Ozaukee 
County at Port Washington, Wisconsin, is a fine example of what 
ean be accomplished in this field. Judge Kunny throughout his career 
has followed the highest ideals and has upheld the fine traditions of 
the Wisconsin courts. His court has functioned most smoothly and 
he has justly won the commendation and appreciation of everyone 
by his fair and just manner in handling all cases as well as the many 
members of the bar of neighboring counties practicing in his court.” 


LT.-CoL. FREDERICK D. HANSEN, son of Carl and Gertrude (Doel- 
len) Hansen, was born on the 14th of June, 1892, in Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin. 

The parents of Frederick Hansen were natives of Wisconsin, the 
father being born near Kilbourn, Columbia County, Wisconsin, of 
Danish descent. Guido Hansen, the paternal grandfather of Fred- 
erick Hansen, was born in Denmark and came to the United States 
and to Wisconsin in 1846, where he established a store at Kilbourn. 
Sometime between 1875 and 1880 the family moved to Milwaukee, 
and established the Hansen Malt & Hop Company. They sold this 
business later to the American Malting Company. Practically the 
whole male ancestry of Frederick Hansen for generations have been 
ocean-going ship owners and sea captains in Denmark. 

Mr. Hansen is one of three children. His sister, Edith, is the wife 
of Arthur W. Fairchild, and his brother, Major Curt Hansen, of New 
York, was formerly in the investment business and is now serving 
with the United States armed forces as a major in the military intelli- 
gence department. 

The education of Lieutenant Colonel Hansen was extensive, he 
having attended the grades in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and the Colum- 
bia grammar school in New York, the Milwaukee Academy and Har- 
vard University, where he was graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1914. 

He was active in war service during the last World War, as he 
supervised thirty war plants in various parts of the country for the 
Ordnance Department. He continued in this work until August, 1919, 
at which time he went into the Reserves. During his years with the 
Ordnance Department he received two commissions. In June, 1917, 
he was commissioned first lieutenant and in January, 1918, he received 
the commission of captain. . 

Until 1934 he was connected with the Federal Pressed Steel Com- 
pany as secretary and general manager. In 1934 he started work 
with the Perfex Corporation as executive vice president and director, 
from which position he resigned in May, 1941, when he was ordered 
to duty in the United States Army. In May, 1941, he was promoted 
to major and was placed in charge of the Milwaukee office of the 
Chicago Ordnance Department. This is a mammoth responsibility 
because the Milwaukee office has charge of millions of dollars worth 
of defense orders which have been awarded to Wisconsin firms. The 
work also includes inspecting production and priorities. 

In 1943 Frederick Hansen received once more the honor of another 
promotion, to the rank of lieutenant-colonel A.U.S. His efficient and 
eareful handling of the ordnance contracts in the Wisconsin firm won 
him this distinction. 

Colonel Hansen’s wife is Emily Teckla Brumder, a native of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. She is the daughter of Col. William and Teckla 
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(Uihlein) Brumder. Both families are descendants of highly esteemed 
Wisconsin German families. Mrs. Hansen’s paternal grandfather, 
George Brumder, was a native of Alsace-Lorraine, where he was born 
in 1839. In 1857 he came to Milwaukee, where he founded the Ger- 
mania Publishing Company, and he was one of the founders and the 
president of the Concordia Fire Insurance Company and the Germania 
National Bank. 

Colonel and Mrs. Hansen have three children: Frederick Fairchild 
Hansen, who is eighteen and is a graduate of Milwaukee Country Day 
School and is at present attending Wisconsin University; Teckla 
Uihlein Hansen, who is sixteen and attending Milwaukee Downer 
College; and Beatrice Brumder, who is thirteen and is attending 
Milwaukee Downer lower school. 

In March, 1945, Colonel Hansen was given the appointment as 
army service forces labor supply representative for the Wisconsin 
area in addition to his other duties. 


CHARLES A. MCCORMACK, general materials supervisor with the 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, with which business he has 
been associated for forty-eight years, starting in 1895, was born in 
Milwaukee in 1879, a son of Michael J. and Catherine (Skeffington) 
McCormack, who were natives of Ireland, the former born in Sligo, 
while the mother was a native of Roscommon County. They were 
reared and married in the Emerald Isle and in the early 1860s crossed 
the Atlantic to establish their home in the United States. For a 
short time they were residents of New Haven,’ Connecticut, Mr. 
McCormack working both at New Haven and Providence, Rhode 
Island. Before that decade had passed, however, they continued 
their westward journey to Wisconsin and the father entered the 
employ of the E. P. Allis Company and then with the city of Mil- 
waukee, serving as a bridge tender for many years. To him and his 
wife were born nine children, six sons and three daughters. One 
daughter, Kathryn, now living in Milwaukee, is the widow of Jacob 
Lubenheimer, who was at one time chief of police of Milwaukee. 

Charles ‘A. McCormack obtained his early education in St. John’s 
Cathedral school and when a young boy entered the employ of the 
E. P. Allis Company, with which he has been associated since May 
24, 1895. Changes have occurred in the ownership but he has 
remained with the business and has made valuable contribution to 
its success. In 1901 the E. P. Allis Company became a part of the 
Allis-Chalmers Company, and has since become the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Company, but he has never sought other business 
affiliation, although forty-nine years have come and gone. He has 
filled many positions, serving as a timekeeper and as supervisor in 
the cost department at an early day and later becoming general 
materials supervisor, in which connection he traveled all over the 
country, becoming familiar with the products of various companies 
absorbed by the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company and super- 
vised inventories of the companies absorbed. The interests of his 
department have been most intelligently directed by him and experi- 
ence obtained in such work has been of value to the company. Close 
application has also been one of his outstanding characteristics and 
his life record demonstrates the value of unfaltering industry. 

Mr. McCormack belongs to St. Bernard’s Catholic Church and is 
a member of the Knights of Columbus. He resides at 1738 North 
Sixty-eighth Street, Wauwatosa. He was married in 1909 to Joanna 
Murphy, who died January 15, 1944, and who was a native of Wis- 
consin, a daughter of Dennis and Mary (Barry) Murphy. Mr. and 
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Mrs. McCormack had a family of six children, four of whom are still 
living. The eldest, Mary Barry McCormack, is now Mrs. Richard 
Halstead Best, of New York City. She is a graduate of the Wash- 
ington high school of Milwaukee and received her Bachelor of Arts 
and also her Master’s degrees from Marquette University. While 
a graduate student there she directed plays given by the Marquette 
Players, a student dramatic group, and occasionally took the leading 
part in these. She has done much radio and movie work in New 
York and Chicago and her first starring role on Broadway was in 
“Once Upon a Time,” in 1937. In 1938 she was a member of the 
summer stock company at Cape May, New Jersey, and in 1943-44 
she had a prominent female role in “Jane Eyre.” She is a member 
of Omega Upsilon, the national speech sorority. On November 21, 
1940, she became the wife of Richard H. Best, of New York, son of 
Doctor and Mrs. Bruce T. Best, of Arlington Heights, Illinois, and 
now a lieutenant in the United States Army abroad. Geneva 
McCormack, the second daughter, is a graduate of the Wauwatosa 
high school. She married Roman Chatov, an artist, who was born 
in Russia, and they reside in Liberty, New York, with their little son, 
Charles Gregory. Charles Skeffington McCormack, is a graduate of 
the engineering school of Marquette University and is now a lieuten- 
ant (j.g.) in the navy, serving in the Pacific. He married Marie 
Carillo, who was born in Mexico, and they have two children: 
Maureen and Elena. Herbert P. McCormack, who took a course in 
special business administration and is a graduate of Marquette Uni- 
versity of the class of 1988, is now a first lieutenant in the United 
States Army Air Corps during the second World War, receiving his 
commission in January, 1944, after completion of a course at Harvard 
University, Boston, Massachusetts. He married Rosemary Clancy, 
daughter of Joseph Clancy, of Racine, Wisconsin, and to them has 
been born a daughter, Kathleen. 


REy. EDWARD A. RADEY, pastor of Holy Innocents Catholic Church 
at Manitowoc, was born in Cato, Wisconsin, February 6, 1900, a son 
of John and Anna (Kubale) Radey, who are of Bohemian descent al- 
though both were born in Wisconsin and are still living in this state. 
Their son, Reverend Radey, pursued his early studies in St. Patrick’s 
parochial school at Maple Grove, Wisconsin, next attended Holy 
Rosary parochial school at Kewaunee, Wisconsin, and then entered 
Procopius College at Lisle, Illinois, where he studied for eight years 
under the direction of the Benedictine Fathers. On the expiration 
of that period he enrolled at St. Francis Seminary at Milwaukee and 
was ordained to the priesthood May 4, 1927. 

Father Radey was first appointed assistant at St. Boniface Catho- 
lic Church in De Pere, Wisconsin, where he remained for eleven 
months and was then transferred to St. Stephen’s Church at Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, where he continued for a year and a half. His 
next appointment took him to St. Boniface Church in Manitowoc, 
where he continued his labors under Monsignor Piel for a year and 
a half, when he was sent as administrator to St. Joseph’s Church at 
Pilsen. Nine months later he became assistant to Msgr. Joseph A. 
Marx at the Cathedral at Green Bay. From there he was sent to 
Manitowoc to organize the Holy Innocents Catholic Church on May 
1, 1932. 

The ground for the church edifice was broken August 10, 1932, 
and under his direction there was erected a twelve-room school build- 
ing with a suitable large hall in the basement, the first floor being 
used for church services. A rectory was also erected, which is to 
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serve as the future Sisters’ convent. The parish was organized with 
one hundred and seventy-nine families, who have given their unlimited 
support and cooperation. The congregation now numbers four hun- 
dred and ninety families. The building, erected largely in 1932, was 
ready for occupancy in February, 1933, having been built at an ap- 
proximate cost of $65,000. At present there is no indebtedness on 
the property and the parish is in a flourishing condition, the work 
being well organized in its various departments, while the church 
is steadily growing numerically and spiritually. 

Father Radey is a nephew of the Rev. W. C. Kubale, a brother 
of his mother, and who served as pastor at Kewaunee, Wisconsin, 
and died in 1940. Father Radey has membership with the Knights 
of Columbus, and is also connected with the Catholic Order of For- 
esters. He is the only Catholic priest in the state who owns an air- 
plane, having held a pilot’s license since 1988. He is chaplain of 
the Manitowoc Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. Flying and amateur 
photography are his chief sources of recreation and diversion. He 
is particularly interested in taking moving pictures and sound pic- 
tures, and he has many colored moving pictures taken in Florida, 
Mexico and Canada and other points of beauty and interest, which 
he exhibits in schools and which awaken an interest in and love of 
nature among the young. 


Dr. Louis H. Nowack, who for more than a third of a century 
has successfully and ably engaged in the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery at Watertown, largely specializing in the latter, was here born, 
December 11, 1883, a son of Carl and Bertha (Borckhagen) Nowack. 
The family is of German descent and the father learned the cabinet 
making trade in Germany before he left his native land to seek a home 
in the new world. After coming to Watertown he established an un- 
dertaking business, which is still being carried on by his son Carl. 
Both parents were primarily members of the Lutheran church, the 
mother and children later becoming connected with the Moravian 
church. They had a family of six children, as follows: Minnie, who 
is the wife of John Nickels; William, who first went to the Chinese 
Inland Mission as an independent missionary and later as repre- 
sentative of the Baptist church and who still continues his labors in 
that country ; Helen, the wife of John Bruegger, a resident of Water- 
town; Hattie, the wife of Fred Michaelas, also of Watertown; Carl F., 
now at the head of the Nowack Funeral Home, one of the most mod- 
ernly equipped establishments of the kind in this section of the state ; 
and Louis H., who is the youngest of the family. 

The public school system of Watertown afforded Doctor Nowack 
his early educational privileges and becoming interested in’ the drug 
business after leaving the high school he worked for. two and a half 
years in the Eberle drug store, where he first received a dollar a week 
for his services and in the second year was paid two dollars a week. 
Later he worked in the Gamm drug store for two and a half years, 
and while acting as a drug clerk became deeply interested in medicine, 
so that he decided to qualify for medical practice, this after becoming 
a registered assistant pharmacist in Wisconsin in 1902. He enrolled 
as a student in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Chicago, 
and while pursuing his entire course worked his way through, display- 
ing a determination and energy that foreshadowed his later success 
after he started practice. He won his M.D. degree at his graduation 
with the class of 1908, after which he spent four months as interne 
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Milwaukee, thus putting his theoretical 
knowledge to the practical test. While in college he had become a mem- 
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ber of the fraternity Alpha Omega Alpha, and had won the Rhea 
scholarship, which indicated his close application and intelligence. 

Returning to Watertown in October, 1908, Doctor Nowack here 
opened an office and through thirty-seven years has enjoyed a practice 
that has constantly increased in volume and importance. For twelve 
years he has been surgeon for the St. Paul Railroad Company and is 
on the staff of St. Mary’s Hospital. While he still continues in general 
practice he has long made a specialty of surgery and his skill in that 
field is widely acknowledged, for he has the cool head and the steady 
hand and precision so necessary in that line. The only interruption 
to his practice in Watertown came during the first World War, when 
in September, 1918, he volunteered and was stationed at Camp Cus- 
ter in Michigan, where he had charge of the overseas wounded who 
were brought there. He remained on duty for five months, holding 
the rank of first lieutenant in the Medical Corps and received his dis- 
charge in February, 1919, after which he returned to Watertown. 
Following his discharge he served one and one-half years in the ca- 
pacity of Acting Assistant Surgeon with the U.S.P.H.S. for the Water- 
town district. 

Doctor Nowack at once resumed his practice here and nine years 
ago his son-in-law, Doctor Hahn, became associated with him, while 
his son, Louis Willard, is also a member of the group. In 1924 Doctor 
Nowack purchased a fine two-story building, which he calls the Pro- 
fessional building, and in which he has his offices, equipped in the 
most modern manner as to furnishings and medical and surgical 
appliances. Aside from his profession he is a director of the Mer- 
chants Bank of Watertown. He is always interested in the public 
welfare and gives aid to many projects for civic advancement. He has 
served as deputy health officer, as a member of the park board and 
along strictly professional lines has connection with the Jefferson 
County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and 
the American Medical Association. He belongs to the Trinity Luth- 
eran church. The close attention he has given to his practice shows 
that he well merits the success that has come to him in his chosen 
calling, wherein his position is one of prominence. 

Dr. Nowack married Clara Hilgendorf, of Watertown, and they 
had two children. The daughter, Harriet, is a graduate of North- 
western University at Evanston, Illinois, and is now the wife of Dr. 
C. A. Hahn, who, as stated, was associated with Doctor Nowack in 
practice. To Doctor Hahn and his wife have been born two children: 
Peter, aged ten, and Michael, aged seven. The son, Louis Willard 
Nowack, is a graduate of Northwestern University of Chicago, where 
he won his M.D. degree in 1938. He interned at the Wisconsin General 
Hospital for a year and two months and then joined his father in 
active practice in Watertown. Like his father, he responded to the 
call for military service, in the second World War, and is now sta- 
tioned in England, where he is a Lieutenant Colonel in the Medical 
Corps of the Eighth Air Force at the age of thirty-one. Doctor L. W. 
Nowack was married in 1940 to Miss Emma L. Hoge, who died in 
1942. In 1943 he married Rose FE. Lemberg, of Milwaukee. 

In a review of Dr. L. H. Nowack’s life it will be seen that he began 
his professional work here in what was “the horse and buggy” days, 
and all through the years he has kept abreast with the advancement 
that is being made in methods of medical and surgical practice, has 
taken post-graduate work in surgery at New York Post-graduate 
School and is rightly accorded the prominence that is today his, owing 
to his well developed powers and his broad familiarity with the scien- 
tific principles that underlie his work. are 
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-.. ELSMERE JOHN KOELZER, a member of the Milwaukee bar who 


_ is now an assistant United States district attorney, was born in this 
_ city, November 3, 1891, his parents being Bernard and Elizabeth 


| 


(Rodden) Koelzer, who also were natives of Wisconsin and both 


/ are now deceased. The ancestral line on the paternal side is traced 


| back to Germany, his grandfather, John Koelzer, having been born 
'in a Rhenish province, where he remained until he came to the 
_ United States. Arriving in Milwaukee about 1850, he began working 


on one of the earliest of the railroads of Wisconsin. He was a sta- 
tionary engineer by trade, and he secured employment on the Mis- 
sissippi Railroad, which was afterward called the Mississippi & Mil- 
waukee Railroad and which later was absorbed by the Chicago, Mil-— 
waukee & St. Paul system. In his later years he retired to a farm 
near Hartford on Pike Lake, and his death occurred in Hartford in 
1908. 

Bernard Koelzer, son of John Koelzer, was born in Milwaukee, 
April 24, 1865, and died in 1938, when returning from a vacation in 
Florida, passing away while on the return trip. In the early days 
when horses were an indispensable part of the transportation system 
he conducted a horseshoeing shop at the corner of Tenth and Vliet 
streets and became a well known figure in connection with that line 
of business and in the organization of the trade in Wisconsin. He 
organized the Horseshoers Association of Wisconsin and covered the 
state in that work. He was also a member and for many years one | 
of the officials of the Master Horseshoers Protective Association and 
he belonged to the National Horse Association at the time when 
Major General Leonard Wood was its president. The purpose of 
that organization was to promote the raising of more horses and 
develop the stock. This was just before the first World War and 
this activity proved most valuable at that time. Through these con- 
nections Bernard Koelzer became widely known in industrial circles, 
not only in Wisconsin but elsewhere in the country. He married 
Elizabeth Rodden, who was born in Mitchell township, Sheboygan 
County, Wisconsin, a daughter of Patrick Rodden, who came to this 
state about 1840. He was born in County Galway, Ireland, and died 
in Milwaukee in 1920, at the venerable age of ninety-six years. He 
had secured a homestead claim in Sheboygan when the work of 
settlement in that section had scarcely been begun, and he at once 
began to clear his land and develop a farm, upon which he reared 
his family of sixteen children, one of whom is still living, Mrs. Doyle, 
of Wauwatosa. Michael Patrick Rodden was but thirteen years of 
age when he came alone to the United States, spending thirteen weeks 
on the voyage across the Atlantic. His wife was a native of County 
Wexford, Ireland. There is an interesting legend concerning the 
origin of the name Rodden. There was an Irish chieftain, Roderick, 
who when the British subjugated Ireland became an outlaw and 
fought against the British with a band of Irish patriots. They bar- 
ricaded themselves in caves or dens and became known as “Rod’s 
den men,” from which in time was developed the name Rodden. 

Elsmere John Koelzer was one of two children born to his parents 
but his brother died in infancy. Reared in Milwaukee, he attended 
the public and parochial schools of the city and later entered Mar- 
quette University, where he was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 19138 and then devoted four years to the study of law, 
receiving his LL.B. degree from Marquette in 1917. The country 
entered the first World War in that year and he enlisted. He was 
with the Reserve Officers Training Corps at Fort Sheridan and 
became a first lieutenant of the United States Army, being on duty at 
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various camps as an instructor. He was a member of the Three 
Hundred and Fortieth Infantry of the Eighty-fifth Division and after 
the close of the war he became munitions officer of the Four Hundred 
and First United States Infantry Reserve Regiment. 

At the close of his military experience Mr. Koelzer returned to 
Milwaukee and entered the practice of law as an associate of the 
firm of Timlin & Dean. In 1924 he was appointed assistant United 
States district attorney and still continues in this position, with a 
record of most efficient service through the twenty-year period. He 
has his office in the Federal building and he is a member of the 
Milwaukee County Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association, and has served on a number of the more important com- 
mittees of those organizations. 

Mr. Koelzer married Ruth Barbara Kaye, a native of Kewaunee, 
Wisconsin, and a daughter of Anton and Katherine (Lauscher) 
Kaye, both now deceased. The mother was of German descent, 
- while the name Kaye is a contraction of the Bohemian. name 
Kacerovsky, as used in the old country and which was changed to 
the present form after the family was established in Wisconsin. The 
Kaye family was one of the first to settle in Kewaunee County, travel- 
ing by boat from Chicago to Manitowoc and from there walking to 
Kewaunee, carrying the baby and what few possessions they brought 
with them. Mr. and Mrs. Koelzer have become parents of a daughter, 
Elizabeth Ruth, who is taking the first year’s high school course in 
Holy Angels Academy. 

Mr. Koelzer greatly enjoys hunting and fishing when his pro- 
fessional duties permit an idle hour and he is much interested in 
the subject of conservation and the needed protection of the wild 
life of the state. He belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and to the Knights of Columbus and he maintains pleasant 
relations with his old army comrades through his membership in 
Federal Post No. 203 of the American Legion, in the 40 and 8 and 
in the Military Order of the World Wars. He belongs to Alpha 
Gamma Phi and to the Izaak Walton League and politically main- 
tains an independent course. He makes his home at 456 Fourth 
Avenue in Wauwatosa. 


WINSTON D. BROWN, county superintendent of schools for Wauke- 
sha County, was born at Hartland, Wisconsin, October 21, 1910, and 
in his professional capacity is following in the footsteps of his fore- 
bears. His grandfather, Isaac Newton Brown, a teacher in this state 
at an early day, married Flora Nelson, who was born in Wisconsin. 
They were the parents of W. W. Brown, who also is numbered among 
Wisconsin’s native sons and is now engaged in the nursery business 
at Hartland, Wisconsin. W. W. Brown married Grace White, a rural 
teacher, and daughter of Almond White and Jessie (Scott) White, 
who before her marriage was also a Waukesha County teacher. The 
latter was of Scotch descent, whereas the White, Brown, and Nelson 
families are of English extraction. 

Winston D. Brown was the third in order of birth in a family of 
five children. He attended the public schools at Hartland and passed 
through consecutive grades to the high school. Having completed that 
course he won his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Wisconsin as a member of the class of 1933. At the University he 
received the Sigma Delta Chi scholarship award and senior honors. 
Later he continued his education at the University of Iowa, and in 
1940 had a Master’s degree conferred upon him. Before entering 
teaching Mr. Brown did free lance writing, making contributions to 
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various magazines and newspapers. He began his educational work 
as an instructor at Sussex, Wisconsin, where he was a teacher and 
then principal for a period of six years. In 1941 he was elected and 
in 1945 reelected to the position of county superintendent of schools 
for Waukesha County, with offices in the courthouse in the city of 
Waukesha. 

In recent years he has spoken widely throughout the state and 
served on many educational committees. In the fall of 1944, al- 
though the youngest county superintendent in the state, he was elected 
president of the Wisconsin County Superintendents Association. 

Mr. Brown is interested in public welfare and has contributed 
to the general good in many ways. He is now president of the County 
Young Men’s Christian Association and is active in numerous war- 
time projects. He is a member of the Congregational Church, Hart- 
land Lodge, F. & A. M., Tripoli Shrine, Scottish Rite, Kiwanis, ete. 
He is connected with the American Education Fellowship, the Amer- 
ican Association of School Administrators, the National Education 
Association, ete. 

In June, 1938, Mr. Brown married Miss Julianne Klatt, of Wauke- 
sha, who is a daughter of Julius and Mabel (Evans) Klatt, both of 
Waukesha County. Mrs. Brown is active in club work in the county 
and state. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Brown are Lauren Evans, 
born September 5, 1939, and Barbara Ann, born March 20, 1943. 
Mrs. Brown, like her husband, is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, where she was a member of the Kappa Delta sorority. 
Before her marriage she was a high school teacher at Cable and 
Sussex, Wisconsin. 


STEWART EDWIN FARLEY, a Milwaukee attorney, is now serving 
as claim manager with the Ohio Casualty Insurance Company, with 
offices at 185 West Wells Street. He has been identified with legal 
affairs in this city since 1925, when he was graduated from the law 
school of Marquette University. lle was born in Menominee, Michi- 
gan, September 14, 1901, a son of Frank and Ruth (Stewart) Farley, 
the latter now deceased. The father, who now resides in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin, is engaged in the real estate business. 

His birthplace being just across the border in Michigan, Stewart 
E. Farley spent his boyhood days partly in that state and partly in 
Wisconsin, attending the public schools of Menominee, while he pur- 
sued his high school course in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Deciding to 
make the practice of law his life work, he matriculated in Marquette 
University, which accorded him his LL.B. degree in 1925. He started 
his business career in the real estate and insurance field as an associate 
of the Auer Corporation of Milwaukee and later he became associated 
with R. J. Cain in the practice of law as a member of the firm of Cain 
& Farley. After continuing in private practice for several years he 
was appointed director of the claim department of the Milwaukee 
office of the Ohio Casualty Insurance Company in May, 1944, and still 
maintains that connection, his work taking him into many sections 
of the state. For some time he has been active in the Wisconsin Cas- 
ualty Adjusters Association and is now serving as its president. 

Mr. Farley married Margaret Quest, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of George and Anna (Froelich) Quest, who are still resi- 
dents of this city, Mr. Quest being now retired from business. Mr. 
and Mrs. Farley are the parents of two daughters and a son: Marilyn, 
who is attending the Wauwatosa high school; Stewart D., a student 
in the Wauwatosa junior high school; and Janet, a pupil in the grade 
schools. 
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My. Farley’s college fraternity is Delta Theta Phi and he is now 
dean of its alumni. He formerly had membership with the Elks and 
various other societies but has now withdrawn from most of them 
as his business obliges him to be away from the city to a large extent. 
However he retains a most active and helpful interest in the Boy 
Scouts and he finds his recreation largely in skating, baseball and 
other outdoor sports. 


Mrs. EMANUEL FRIEND (ROSE R.), who was born Rose Rosendale, 
has played a most important part in the development of civic and 
philanthropic projects in Milwaukee and in the cultural development 
of the city. Born in Albany, New York, June 22, 1848, she is a 
daughter of Sampson R. and Fannie (Sachs) Rosendale. She pur- 
sued her education in the Young Ladies Institute on High Street in 
Albany and was graduated with high scholastic standing in June, 
1866. On the 10th of February, 1867, she became the wife of Emanuel 


. Friend, who was born in Bavaria, Germany, in 1838, the youngest son 


of Louis Friend and one of the seven brothers—Henry, Elias, Meyer, 
Michael, Samuel, Isaac and Emanuel—who were associated in the 
Friend Brothers Clothing Company of Milwaukee, where Emanuel 
Friend in 1855, when a youth of seventeen years, joined his brothers. 

The Friend Brothers Clothing Company was one of the oldest 
wholesale clothing and manufacturing firms of the city and ranked 
among the large clothing houses of the country. It was established 
by Henry and Elias Friend in 1847 and in the following year Meyer 
Friend was admitted to the firm. This personnel remained in charge 
of the business until May, 1875, when Henry Friend was drowned 
when a passenger on the boat Schiller. Later all the brothers of the 
family were admitted to a partnership. The store was first located at 
270 East Water Street and in 1868 was removed to the corner of 
Michigan and Broadway, where it grew to large proportions. 

Accompanying her husband to Milwaukee in 1867, Mrs. Friend 
soon became a vital factor in the welfare, the educational and the 
civic affairs of the growing city. Few women have such a record of 
service or have labored more effectively and resultantly. Long before 
welfare and charity work were put upon an organized basis she was 
assisting the needy. She was greatly interested in the School Alliance 
and for thirty-five years greatly stimulated that work. She was also 
chairman of the child and home committee of the Wisconsin Humane 
Society and was a member of the Flower Mission, a charitable or- 
ganization that brought relief and happiness to the less fortunate. 
She and her helpers made tours of the poorer districts, prepared re- 
ports, urged reforms, recommended city improvement in sanitation 
and supported other movements for the general welfare. She was 
vice president of the House of Mercy, now the Martha Washington 
Home, served on the board of the Wisconsin School for Girls for 
thirty-five years, acting as chairman of its house and supply com- 
mittee for a quarter of a century, and in 1898 she went with the 
superintendent to Chippewa Falls to establish the Industrial School 
for Feeble Minded. 

Mrs. Friend has likewise been identified with other clubs and so- 
cieties. In 1896 she served as worthy matron of the Milwaukee East- 
ern Star chapter, which was the second one organized in Wisconsin. 
She is now the oldest living worthy matron in Wisconsin. She is a 
life member of the local chapter and permanent member of the Grand 
Chapter of the order. She has served as chaplain many times, pro- 
nouncing original prayers on various occasions. She has also been 
active in the Federation of Women’s Clubs and has attended many 
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of the state and national Federation meetings. She is active in the 
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Master Plumbers Association, being chap- 
lain for the national, state and local plumbers organizations and for 
many years has attended its national conventions. She was scheduled 
to appear at the 1945 convention in Pittsburgh but because of war- 
time transportation difficulties the convention was not held. She is 
interested in this work because of the vast amount of good the 
plumbers have done for mankind, particularly since World War II 
when the value of sanitation is so widely recognized both at home 
and abroad. 

Mrs. Friend is active in Congregation Emanu-El, having been 
a member before the Temple was built in 1870, the services then being 
held in an upstairs room over one of the local stores. She has served 
as a member of the Temple board and is active in the Sisterhood. She 
has also been chairman of the Widows and Orphans Society and she 
served as president of the Milwaukee Council of Jewish Women in 
1918, when it was active in the first World War. 

Mrs. Friend is a woman of strong intellect, liberal education and 
natural refinement and culture. She clearly remembers the Civil 
War days, for she had two brothers who saw active service. One 
brother, Simon W. Rosendale, who died in Albany, New York, in 
1937, was a prominent attorney and served as district attorney of 
Albany County from 1864 until 1867 and as attorney general of New 
York State from 1892 until 1894. He was also commissioner of 
the State Board of Charities. from 1899 until 1917. Her brother, 
Samuel Rosendale, was a practicing attorney in Milwaukee for a 
number of years and died here. He was a member of E. B. Wolcott 
Post No. 1, Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Friend had a family of five sons. Harry 
E. Friend, who was born November 25, 1867, and died in 1914, was 
active in Masonic circles. Edward, born March 4, 1870, died in 1934. 
His widow, Mrs. Lavinia P. Friend, is now living in California, and 
they had one daughter, Helene, now the wife of Louis C. Roden, of 
New York City. Lewis and Samuel, twins, were born March 3, 1875, 
and the former died in 1936. He was active in the Plumbers Associa- 
tion, being president of the local and state societies and on the board 
of the National Plumbers Association. Samuel, living in Chicago, 
was the founder of and for many years headed the Friend Garment 
Company of Milwaukee. He married Blanche Grauman, of Louisville, 
Kentucky, on April 22, 1902. The children of Samuel R. and Blanche 
Friend are Robert S., now a lieutenant commander in the navy, and 
Edith Rose, who is doing Red Cross work. Frederick W. Friend, the 
youngest of the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Friend, was born Feb- 
ruary 16, 1879, and was associated with the Friend Brothers Clothing 
Company for many years. Ie is now retired, making his home with 
his mother in Milwaukee, and he is the treasurer of the Milwaukee 
County Historical Museum. 


HERBERT C. HIRSCHBOECK, a Milwaukee attorney who is practic- 
ing as a member of the firm of Whyte, Hirschboeck, Minahan & 
McKinnon, is a native son of the city, residing in Whitefish Bay. 
He was born June 5, 1898, his parents being Stephen H. and Kath- 
erine (Heiser) Hirschboeck, both of whom have now passed away. 
The father was born in Milwaukee in 1867, a member of one of the 
pioneer families here. He was a son of John 5S. Hirschboeck, a na- 
tive of Bavaria, Germany, who established his home in Milwaukee 
during the early period of its settlement. The family afterward re- 
moved to Kewaskum, Washington County, Wisconsin, during the 
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childhood days of Stephen H. Hirschboeck, but returned to Milwau- 
kee in 1895. He then practiced aecounting until 1915, when he 
took charge of the accounting department of the Luick Ice Cream 
Company and eventually became treasurer of the corporation, with 
which he remained until his death on the 27th of September, 1941. 
His wife, Mrs. Katherine (Heiser) Hirschboeck, was born in Sauk- 
ville, Wisconsin; in 1869, and they became the parents of a daugh- 
ter and two sons: Elizabeth J., who is now Sister Mary Mercy of 
the Missionary Sisters of St. Dominic of Maryknoll, New York, 
and who is also a doctor of medicine and missionary now in Riber- 
alta, Bolivia; Dr. John 8S. Hirschboeck, a lieutenant commander 
in the United States Navy, a physician, and now serving overseas; 
and Herbert C. 

The last named obtained his early education in Sts. Peter and 
Paul parochial school of Milwaukee, and when he had decided to 
make the practice of law his life work he entered Marquette Uni- 
versity, where he won his Bachelor of Laws degree as a member 
of the class of 1921. He then opened an office in Milwaukee, where 
he has carried on practice since that time, covering almost a quarter 
of a century. Step by step he has progressed and has long occupied 
a creditable and enviable position at the city bar. He served as 
assistant city attorney of Milwaukee from 1932 to 1933 and later 
was an associate of the law firm of Miller, Mack & Fairchild, the 
oldest law firm in the city. In 1938 he became senior partner of 
the firm of Hirschboeck & McKinnon and in 1943 the present firm of 
Whyte, Hirschboeck, Minahan & McKinnon was organized. Mr. 
Hirschboeck was a member of the Marquette University faculty in 
the College of Business Administration from 1921 until 1925 and 
again for seven years from 1936 until 1948, proving a valuable 
instructor in that institution. In 1942 and 1943 he was a senior 
administrative officer of the price adjustment section of the Chi- 
cago ordnance district of the war department, and in all matters 
of citizenship he stands ready to perform a service that he believes 
will prove of benefit to city, commonwealth or country. 

Mr. Hirschboeck is also widely. known as one of the leaders in 
dramatic art circles in Milwaukee and has done much to stimulate 
and further an interest in the higher forms of dramatic art here. 
In 1921 he was the director of the Passion Play which was pre- 
sented at the Pabst theater under the auspices of the Holy Name 
Society of the Catholic Archdiocese and proved a great success. 
In 1922 he went abroad and visited Oberammergau, where he at- 
tended the famous Passion Play, presented every decade, there ob- 
taining new ideas as to stage settings and other accessories of the 
presentation. These he incorporated in the Passion Play that was 
presented in Miiwaukee under his direction in 1923, 1925.0 19275 
1929, 1931 and 1934. In these performances he not only acted 
as director but also played several parts. In September, 1921, he 
directed a charitable pageant which constituted the climax of the 
national conference of Catholic Charities, portraying the lesson of 
generous benevolent giving, all stage setting being designed by Mr. 
Hirschboeck. On his return from Oberammegau he wrote the pag- 
eant of the Fall of Babylon, which was presented by the same cast 
that put on the Passion Play, being given for the benefit of the child 
welfare department of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. He like- 
wise wrote and directed the ‘“‘Adventure of Columbus,” which was 
presented at the Auditorium under the auspices of the Knights of 
Columbus in October, 1922, with a cast of one thousand persons. 
His contribution to the progress of dramatic art in Milwaukee has 
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indeed been considerable, as shown in the development of higher 
standards in this field. 

In 1934 Mr. Hirschboeck married Miss Myrtle J. Dundon, a 
native of Appleton, Wisconsin, and daughter of Maurice J. and 
Ann Dundon, now residents of Shorewood. Both were born in 
this state and her father is now connected with the Nackie Paper 
Company of Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. Hirschboeck are parents of 
two daughters, Nancy E. and Cathy M., aged respectively nine 
and two years. 

Mr. Hirschboeck’s college fraternities are Alpha Sigma Nu and 
Delta Theta Phi. He is a member of the City Club and served as 
chairman of its committee on taxation for several years. He was 
a member of the Citizens’ Committee on Consolidation in Milwau- 
kee County. He is a member of the American, Wisconsin and Mil- 
waukee Bar associations, the Knights of Columbus and the Mil- 
waukee Athletic Club. He was made president of the Milwaukee 
Bar Association in June, 1945. His has been an active life and 
one of far-reaching influence and benefit. 


ANDREW PETERSON, resident partner of Arthur Anderson & Co., 
accountants and auditors, with offices at 231 West Wisconsin Avenue 
in Milwaukee, has been associated with that firm since 1922. The 
home offices of the firm are in Chicago, of which city Mr. Peterson 
is a native son. He was born in 1891, his parents being Charles and 
Anna (Nelson) Peterson, both of whom were born in Sweden. The 
father remained in that country until he attained his majority, when 
he decided to seek the opportunities of the new world and for a long 
period was in business in Chicago but he is now a resident of Garden 
City, Long Island, New York. Mr. Peterson is retired and is now 
eighty-five years of age. Mrs. Peterson was but six years of age 
when her family came to America. Her father was a cabinet maker, 
having learned the trade in Sweden, and for many years he carried on 
business along that line in Chicago. It was in that city that Charles 
Peterson and Anna Nelson were married. 

At the usual age Andrew Peterson entered the public schools of 
Chicago and passed through consecutive grades to the high school, 
after which he pursued a course in public accounting and became a 
licensed Certified Public Accountant, being admitted to practice in 
Wisconsin, New York, California, Texas, Illinois and several other 
states. On the 16th of February, 1922, he became a member of the 
staff of Arthur Anderson & Co., Chicago, which had established an 
office in Wisconsin in 1915. He has been active in his profession in 
various parts of the country and has developed skill of high order 
in his chosen calling. He now has membership in the National Asso- 
ciation of Accountants, the Wisconsin Society of Certified Public 
Accountants and the American Institute of Accountants, and keeps 
in touch with the advanced ideals of public service held by these dif- 
ferent organizations. 

Mr. Peterson is also a member of the Milwaukee Club, the Wiscon- 
sin Club and the Blue Mound Country Club, and fraternally he is a 
Mason, with membership in Silver Springs Lodge No. 337, F. & A. M., 
Wisconsin Scottish Rite bodies and Tripoli Temple. When he has 
a leisure hour he finds recreation and pleasure in fishing, this furnish- 
ing him diversion from the cares of business. He has always con- 
centrated his efforts along a single line, and has made steady progress 
in his chosen field, developing a business of extensive proportions in 
Milwaukee during the years in which he has been in charge in this 
city. 
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Mr. Peterson married Miss Edel Jensen who was born in Bay 
City, Michigan, and is descended from Norwegian ancestry. Mr. and 
Mrs. Peterson have one daughter, Marjorie, who is a graduate of 
Penn Hall of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and is now the wife of 
Lieutenant O. T. Leverenz, who is serving in the United States Navy 
in connection with World War II. Lieutenant and Mrs. Leverenz 
have one child, Richard Taylor, born at Milwaukee in April, 1944. 


THE MANITOWOC PUBLIC LIBRARY is an institution of which the 
citizens are now creditably proud, although there were many difficul- 
ties and obstacles in the way of its successful establishment and con- 
duct. Housed in a substantial building of classic architecture at the 
corner of Chicago and Eighth streets, for which the cornerstone was 
laid September 24, 1908, the library has become a vital part of the 
cultural life of the community. . 

The first library movement in Manitowoc was instituted by a 
club of young men about 1860. Books at that day were very expen- 
sive and members of the club donated one or two books each and 
obtained further book donations from their friends until about two 
hundred volumes had been accumulated. These books nearly all dis- 
appeared when the young men joined the army for service in the 
Civil War. It was in 1868 that the first effort was made to estab- 
lish a public library, this being promoted by K. K. Jones, who 
donated’ a Jot and building on _York Street, east of Seventh, where 
a stone memorial now marks the site. Other lots which Mr. Jones 
donated were sold to raise money for the library fund and to this 
was added the money derived from membership fees, twenty-five 
dollars being charged for a life membership and four dollars as the 
annual fee. While it was first planned that only members should use 
the library, the privilege was soon extended to the general public. 

The book fund was augmented from the proceeds of concerts, 
lectures and other social affairs, by dues and fines and by the sale 
of the lots which Mr. Jones had donated, and in a short time there 
were 1,600 volumes on the shelves. The library was first under the 
charge of Alonzo D. Smith, after which Mrs. Sharp became librarian 
and she in turn was followed by Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Langworthy, 
their only compensation being the use of the second story rooms 
and free fuel. There was no fund provided for the upkeep of the 
building that in time became so dilapidated that Mr. and Mrs. Lang- 
worthy resigned. Later different organizations took charge for cer- 
_ tain periods but many of the books gradually became lost and there 
were only 800 remaining when the Jones Library voted to turn them 
over to the Free Library Association. 

For a long period Manitowoc was without a public library but 
at length the Clio Club, a literary organization, became interested 
in the project and wrote to most of the business men of the city 
asking their opinion as to the desirability and feasibility of estab- 
lishing one. Nearly all expressed hearty approval, and were asked 
‘to contribute to the project. This canvass was conducted by Mrs. 
Max Rahr and Mrs. Oscar A. Alter and the fund was thus built up. 
In soliciting funds they were assisted by Mrs. James S. Anderson, 
Mrs. Mary A. Hewitt and by Mrs. Lyman J. Nash, whose husband 
drew up the petition used in the solicitation and started the subscrip- 
tions with a liberal donation, after which he presented the matter to 
the city council in November, 1899. The council accepted the gift 
from the subscribers, provided a tax to support the library and ap- 
pointed C, F. Canright, John Nagle and Norman Torrison as mem- 
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bers of the first library board. A trained librarian was engaged, 
Mrs. Henrietta von Briesen of Columbus, Wisconsin, who was a 
graduate of the University of Illinois, and who served until June 1, 
1902, being succeeded by Miss Florence C. Hays of Oshkosh, a former 
student at the Wisconsin Training School for Librarians, 

The 13th of March, 1900, was a momentous day in the history 
of Manitowoc, for it was then the new library was opened, with 
1,683 volumes on its shelves. On that first day there were only 81 
books loaned, due to the general impression that a rental fee was to 
be charged; but this mistaken idea was soon dissipated and on suc- 
ceeding days the majority of the books were in borrowers’ hands. 

At this time the library was occupying quarters over the post 
office, but soon it was seen that added space must be secured and on 
December 29, 1902, Mrs. J. S. Anderson, who had written several 
times to Andrew Carnegie asking his aid, received the following 
reply: “If the city agrees by resolution of the council to maintain a 
free public library at a cost of not less than $2,500 per year and 
to provide a suitable site for the building, Mr. Carnegie will be glad 
to furnish $25,000 to erect a free public library building.” 

This letter was presented by Mr. Nash to the city council, who 
accepted the proposition and at length the corner of Eighth and 
Chicago streets was selected as the site for the building and pur- 
chased at a cost of $9,000, and here was erected the present main 
library building. The library has been steadily developed. In 1923 
there were 18,047 books; by 1935 there were almost 40,000, with 
10,343 registered borrowers and a circulation of 220,000, and on 
January 1, 1945, it contained 50,958 volumes and the number of 
registered borrowers was 10,900. The children’s room on the second 
floor is well stocked with books for their reading and there they 
also have a Saturday morning story hour. Three branch libraries 
have been established to reach the outlying population: Washington 
branch, at 1816 Washington street, of Colonial design, was built in 
1938; North branch is at 1722 New York Avenue, and the Custer- 
dale branch, opened in September, 1943, is in the Administration 
building at Custerdale, a federal housing project. 

Since its establishment the librarians of the Manitowoc Public Li- 
brary have been: Henrietta von Briesen, 1900-02; Florence C. Hays, 
1902-04; Agnes Peterson, 1904-10; Lucile Cully, 1910-11; Martha E. 
Pound, 1911-27; Helen Aten, 1927-28; Florence EK. Dutton, 1928-39; 
Doris M. Call, 1939-44; and H. Alberta: Seiz, called to the position 
in 1944. 

Miss Seiz was born at Red Wing, Minnesota, April 138, 1911, a 
daughter of Albert E. and Harriett (Jorgensen) Seiz. Her father was 
born in Ohio but has been a resident of Red Wing all of his adult 
life and there Mrs. Seiz was born. H. Alberta Seiz, their only child, 
was educated in Red Wing schools, graduating from the high school 
in Red Wing, and then attended the University of Minnesota, from 
which she received her Bachelor of Science degree in 19383 and the 
same year also graduated from the University of Minnesota library 
school. She became assistant librarian at Carnegie Lawther Library 
at Red Wing, where she remained until 1940; then became cataloger 
at Winona Library, Winona, Minnesota, leaving that position in Sep- 
tember, 1941, to become cataloger at the Manitowoc Library, where 
she was appointed librarian in November, 1944. Miss Seiz is a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal church, the American and Wisconsin Library as- 
sociations, of the American Association of University Women and 
of the Business and Professional Woman’s Club. 
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HOLTON & HUNKEL COMPANY are wholesale florists with sales- 
rooms and office at 797 North Milwaukee Street in the city of Mil- 
waukee and with greenhouses on the Green Bay Road in Brown Deer, 
Milwaukee County. This business has been in existence for many 
years, Herman V. Hunkel having joined Frederick H. Holton, a florist, 
in 1897, this resulting in the organization of the firm of Holton & 
Hunkel. Throughout the intervening period covering almost a half 
century the business has been steadily developed until it is now nation- 
ally known and the company has the reputation of being the largest 
growers of potted plants in the United States. 

Herman Hunkel remained in active connection with the business 
until his death, which occurred December 25, 1942. He was born in 
Milwaukee, March 7, 1876, a son of Philipp and Emma Paulina (Sei- 
fert) Hunkel, who were married in Milwaukee in 1868. Both were 
natives of Germany, the father having been born at Frankfort-on- 
_the-Main, while the mother was born in Saxony. On crossing the 
Atlantic in 1860 Philipp Hunkel made his way directly to Milwaukee, 
where his remaining days were passed. In 1862 he enlisted in defense 
of the Union, becoming a member of the Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Regi- 
ment. He saw active service until the war was brought to a close 
and in the battle of Gettysburg he was wounded. A little later he 
joined Robert A. Chivas Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, of 
which he remained an active member until his death in 1901. 

Philipp Hunkel married Emma Paulina Seifert, a daughter of 
Henry Seifert, who was born in Germany and when twenty-eight years 
of age came to the United States, settling with his family in Milwau- 
kee in 1852. Here he founded the Milwaukee Lithographing Company 
and thus carried on business for Some years. His wife survived her 
husband for thirty years, her death occurring in 1930, when she had 
passed the eighty-sixth milestone on life’s journey. Philipp and 
Emma P. (Seifert) Hunkel were the parents of seven children. 

The fourth in order of birth in that family was Herman V. Hunkel, 
who in 1897, when twenty-one years of age, joined Frederick H. Hol- 
ton in the florist business, forming the firm of which the present com- 
pany is the outgrowth. Their patronage steadily expanded from the 
beginning, as they soon established a high reputation for the quality 
of their products and for their dependability in filling orders and 
meeting all requirements of the trade. In 1927 the senior partner, 
Mr. Holton, decided to retire from active business and sold his interest 
in the company to Mr. Hunkel. Today the company has mammoth 
greenhouses, having from time to time made large additions since 1907 
until the establishment now covers many acres. They have a large 
farm at Brown Deer and an eighty acre nursery. Improvement has 
been their watchword and each year has found their business in ad- 
vance of what it had been the previous year. The farm of four hun- 
dred acres at Brown Deer is the visible evidence of the progressive 
methods of the company, the work being characterized by thorough- 
ness, careful management and scrupulous cleanliness. They have 
about fifty thousand feet in their greenhouses devoted to the growing 
of chrysanthemums and there are more than one hundred thousand 
rose plants in steady production, while in normal times an even larger 
number are raised. They have the only planting of potted white 
heather in the Middle West and they raise almost every known variety 
of flower adapted to American soil and climate, their constantly de- 
‘veloping business being now known from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
Herman V. Hunkel was a life member of the Society of American 
Florists and was the organizer of the Milwaukee Florists Publicity 
Association, of which he served as president for thirteen years. 
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Herman V. Hunkel was also well known in Masonic circles, having 
membership in Kenwood Lodge No. 3038, F.&A.M., while in the Con- 
sistory he had attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. 
He was also identified with the Jesters and with Tripoli Temple of the 
Mystic Shrine. He also belonged to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. He is survived by his wife, who in her maidenhood 
was Margaret Smith, a native of St. Louis, Missouri, and now a resi- 
dent of Milwaukee. Of their marriage two sons were born, Edwin C. 
and Victor H. 

Edwin C. Hunkel, who is now president of the Holton & Hunkel 
Company, was born.in Milwaukee, March 138, 1907, and received his 
educational training in the Milwaukee Country Day School, from 
which he was graduated in 1925. He next became a member of the 
class of 1929 at the University of Wisconsin, where he remained a 
student for two years. Since 1927 he has been closely associated with 
the business of which he is now the president, succeeding to that 
office after his father’s death. A love of flowers has always been one 
of his predominant traits, and he finds real pleasure in his activities, 
successfully carrying on the business of which he had served as vice 
president and treasurer before he took over its administration as 
president. 

Edwin C. Hunkel, like his father, has been active in local and 
state florists’ organizations and is now a director of the National 
Society of American Florists, a director of the Milwaukee Florists and 
president of the Milwaukee Florists Publicity Association. He is 
widely known to the trade throughout the country, and the company 
has won many medals on their exhibits throughout the United States. 


PAUL W. WOLFGRAM, a well known figure in insurance circles in 
Milwaukee, is now manager of the surety bond department of the 
house of George H. Russell Company, general insurance agents located 
at 741 North Milwaukee Street. Practically throughout his entire 
business life he has been identified with business of this character and 
therefore has a wide and intimate knowledge of various forms of 
insurance. He has always made his home in this city, where he 
was born February 16, 1902, a son of Emil and Emma (Wolff) Wolf- 
gram, both of whom are now deceased. His mother who was born 
in Milwaukee and died here in 1941, was a daughter of John Wolff, a 
native of Germany who came to Milwaukee in the early 1870s and 
was one of the pioneer tanners here, the industry being one of im- 
portance here at that time as it is today. He was associated with 
the old Zoehrlaut tannery. Paul W. Wolfgram has one brother, 
Arthur J. Wolfgram, who is a teller in the Marshall & Ilsley Bank 
of Milwaukee. 

Paul W. Wolfgram supplemented his education, acquired in a 
parochial school of this city, by a business course, which he pursued 
by night study while working in the daytime. He early began to 
provide for his own support and his first position was in an insurance 
and surety bond office, in which he was employed as errand boy and 
to do any odd jobs that might be required of him. He learned the 
surety bond business the hard way and he also worked as a messenger 
boy for the Western Union Telegraph Company. After gaining con- 
siderable experience he secured the position of special agent with 
the Fidelity & Deposit Company of Maryland and was thus employed 
until he engaged in business for himself, being thus occupied from 
1918 until 1934, under the name of the Wolfgram Insurance Agency. 

In the latter year he became associated with the George H. 
Russell Company, which is one of the oldest insurance agencies in 
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the state, having been founded in 1850 and in operation in Milwau- 
kee for ninety-three years. He has thorough and comprehensive 
knowledge of the business, and as manager of its surety bond de- 
partment he is so controlling that division as to make it a gratifying 
source of income to the agency. He has today a wide acquaintance in 
insurance circles in this section of the country. He has membership 
on the Milwaukee Board of Fire Underwriters and he is also a 
member of the Milwaukee Surety Association, with which he assists 
materially in promoting the work of different committees. He has 
recently joined the Associated Executives Clubs, 347 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York City. 

Mr. Wolfgram’s interests outside the field of business have cen- 
tered in civic affairs and church work. He belongs to the City Club 
and he was active in connection with both the second and third war 
loan drives. He has membership in the Evangelical Lutheran church, 
which he has served in various official capacities and committee ap- 
pointments, and he does everything he can to further promote the 
public welfare, at all times measuring up to the highest standards of 
manhood and citizenship. He makes his home in Thiensville, and 
he finds diversion from business cares in outdoor life, including 
swimming and hiking. 

Mr. Wolfgram married Marguerite Reimer, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of Gustav F. and Ida (Schmidt) Reimer, who are 
still residents of Milwaukee. Her father is a retired police officer, 
having served on the police force of this city for twenty-three years, 
retiring fourteen years ago. He now largely devotes his time to 
gardening at his own home in the city or at the home of his son-in- 
law in Thjensville or his summer home at Montello, Wisconsin. Mr. 
Wolfgram has always resided in Milwaukee and its suburbs and has 
a wide acquaintance here, the number embracing many warm friends 
who have been his associates from early life. 


REY. LOUIS M. SCHORN, pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
in Manitowoc, where he took up his work in the autumn of 1939, 
was born at Two Rivers, Manitowoc County, December 5, 1892, his 
parents being Jacob and Praxedis (Monka) Schorn. While spending 
his youthful days in his native town he attended St. Luke’s parochial 
school, in which he completed the work of the eighth grade and later 
he was graduated on the completion of a course in St. Lawrence Col- 
lege at Mount Calvary with the class of 1912. He next entered St. 
Francis Seminary at Milwaukee and was ordained to the priest- 
hood on the 14th of April, 1916. . 

His first appointment was to the position of assistant at St. 
Vincent’s Church in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and he also served at St. 
Joseph’s Church at Crandon. During the first World War he was 
appointed chaplain in the Fifth Division of the regular army and 
was on active duty in that connection in France for nine months. 
After receiving his discharge as army chaplain he was called to 
the pastorate of St. Mary’s Church in Custer, Wisconsin, where he 
served from September, 1919, until May, 1923. He was afterward 
pastor of St. Augustine’s Church in Wausaukee, Wisconsin, until Sep- 
tember, 1939, when he was called to the pastorate of Sacred Heart 
Church in Manitowoc, where he has since continued his labors. He is 
a member of the Knights of Columbus and of the Catholic Knights 
of Wisconsin. A very energetic man and an excellent speaker, he 
is doing effective work here and exerting a widely felt influence 
for good over his parishioners. He has as his assistant the Rev. 
James D. Geyer. 
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Sacred Heart Church of Manitowoc was organized by the Rev. 
J. T. O’Leary in 1902. The first informal meetings of about forty 
families were held in the assembly room of the Parks school, at 
which time F. A. Miller and W. E. Murphy were elected trustees of 
the newly organized parish. The church was given its name at that 
time and occupied the old St. James Episcopal Church, where the 
first services were held on July 27, 1902. The congregation continued 
to gather there for worship until December 25, 1904. The land for 
the new church was purchased from William Richards for eight thou- 
sand dollars, and the church edifice, exclusive of the furnishings, was 
erected at a cost of approximately twenty-two thousand dollars. The 
cornerstone was laid September 18, 1904, by Archbishop Messmer, 
and on Christmas day services were held in the new church. There 
is now a membership of about three hundred families. 

The Sacred Heart school was opened August 31, 1908, by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph from St. Louis, Missouri. There are today two 
hundred and forty-four pupils enrolled, and the work of the ele- 
mentary eight grades is being taught by five teaching sisters, who 
are under the immediate charge of Father Schorn. 


JAMES BENJAMIN BORDEN. When the name of James B. Borden is 
spoken it brings to the mind of every listener who knew him the per- 
sonality of a scholar, a gentleman and a citizen of the highest charac- 
ter. His lifetime was actuated by ideals, guided by fidelity and dedi- 
cated at all times to the service of his fellowmen. 

James B. Borden, who died January 238, 1939, aged sixty-nine, was 
born in Milton, Rock County, Wisconsin, September 24, 1869, a son of 
Dr. William H. Borden and Lovina Depew (Van Campen) Borden, 
natives of New York State. His father, who was born September OA. 
1824, was graduated from Buffalo Medical School. Doctor Borden 


came to Milton, Wisconsin, in November, 1854, and he established his 


home there the following year. Here he practiced his profession until 
shortly before his death on October 30, 1905. Doctor Borden served 
as surgeon of the First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery during the Civil 
War. 

Although James Borden’s mother passed away October 22, 1885, 
when he was sixteen years of age, she had already exerted a profound 
religious and idealistic influence in the lives of her children. Besides 
James there were two daughters, Mary Alice Borden, who died in the 
old homestead at Milton on September 24, 1942, and Emily Allen 
Borden, who married George Van Campen and passed away in Feb- 
ruary, 1908, at Olean, New York. 

James Borden graduated from the classical course of Milton Col- 
lege in 1890, when he was twenty years of age. He received his M. A. 
degree at Milton College in 1894. He attended the University of Wis- 
consin, graduating in June, 1897, with a degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
On June 14, 1938, Milton College granted him the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws. 

While a boy’ James Borden received a broad business training 
through association with his father, who was interested in a variety 
of business ventures. He was very fond of music. He played in the 
Milton Concert Band and went on concert trips with them. He was 
a member of the choir of the Congregational church and he became 
the leader of the Milton College orchestra. He played the violin, and 
this was his favorite instrument, which he played for enjoyment 
throughout his lifetime. 

Mr. Borden belonged to the Masonic fraternity, joining at Milton 
Junction and subsequently transferring to Commonwealth Lodge No. 
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3257, Madison, Wisconsin. This was his only fraternal affiliation. 
His hobby was his farm near Milton, Wisconsin, which he purchased 
with his father in 1894. While he never lived on a farm, he was an 
agriculturist at heart and spent much of his leisure time on his farm. 

On the 15th of August, 1898, James Borden married Mary Alice 
Tomkins, daughter of Peter and Anna L. (Minifie) Temkins, natives 
of the County of Wicklow, Ireland, and of Bath, England, respec- 
tively. Mrs. Borden was one of a family of five children. She sur- 
vived her husband three years, passing away on June 18, 1942. Mrs. 
Borden devoted two years to the regular course of study at Milton 
College, and then devoted her time to the study of the piano. She also 
taught music prior to her marriage, and she was active in the Con- 
gregational church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Borden had one son, William Henry Borden. After 
graduating from the University of Wisconsin he taught in the State 
Teachers College at Platteville, Wisconsin, and subsequently served 
‘as an examiner for the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. He 
married Lucie C. Knox, of Lake Forest, Illinois, and their children are 
_ Louise Mary, James Benjamin and Caroline Alice. 

After graduation from Milton College, James Borden became the 
principal of schools at Clinton, Wisconsin. He next taught in the 
Milton Junction high school, where he served as principal for four 
years. After graduating from the University of Wisconsin, he be- 
came principal of schools at Marshfield, Wisconsin, and he remained 
in this position for eight years, until June, 1905. On July 1st of 
that year he was appointed first assistant of the state superintendent 
of public instruction. On April 17, 1918, he became assistant dean 
of the College ot Agriculture of the University of Wisconsin. Before 
commencing this work, he was granted a leave of absence to serve 
as the secretary to the State Council of Defense during the first World 
War. After actively assuming his duties of the University he was 
appointed in 1919 assistant secretary of the State Board of Education. 
On January 14, 1921, James Borden became secretary to the State 
Board of Public Affairs, and remained here until February 24, 1927. 
His removal from this position precipitated a strike by the Legislature 
which lasted for three weeks, until he became financial advisor to the 
joint committee on finance on March 17, 1927. 

On January 7, 1929, he became a special investigator of the Board 
of Public Affairs, and on June 26, 1929, he was appointed budget di- 
rector by Governor Walter J. Kohler. On October 23, 1935, he was 
also appointed as a member of the State Pension Board. He held 
both of these positions until his death on January 23, 19389. 

Death came to him after a brief illness and brought sorrow to his 
wide circle of friends and acquaintances and a sense of loss to the 
entire state. 

In a resolution introduced into the Legislature by a joint com- 
mittee on finance, it was said: 

“His varied service to the state was of the highest quality, always 
characterized by the deepest devotion and loyalty to the supreme inter- 
ests of the commonwealth. To James B. Borden it mattered not who 
sat in the seat of power or command, he saw clearly his obligation and 
responsibility and with his high sense of duty followed both un- 
swervingly. To the individual who was his superior, whether gov- 
ernor or educational administrator, Mr. Borden was loyal in every 
relationship, gently offering from the fullness of his experience and 
knowledge suggestions that were the part of practical wisdom for 
his superior in safeguarding the public interest. 
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“He knew no partisan loyalty—only loyalty to the supreme inter- 
ests of the state and its people. No man held more completely the 
confidence of the varied political leadership of the state. Never was 
that trust abused or compromised and never was that confidence more 
richly deserved. No man performed the day to day tasks of a public 
servant with a higher sense of consecration to the public interest. .. . 
He possessed a sense of sacrifice which is the basis of all great public 
service. He was the quiet, retiring man who never expected or re- 
ceived public acclaim or the plaudits of the crowd. In the day’s work 
well done he found the only satisfaction he needed for his sacrificial 
devotion to the state. Loyalty, duty and integrity flowered in a public 
service that only history can acclaim.” 

At the memorial meeting that was held in the Assembly chamber, 
June 14, 1939, in accordance with the joint resolution that had been 
passed, C. P. Cary, former state superintendent of public instruction, 
presided, and Dr. Jay W. Crofoot, president of Milton College, had 
this to say of Mr. Borden’s connection with that institution: 

“James Borden graduated from Milton College in 1890 and in 
19388 it was my privilege to confer on him the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws. . . . I learned that young ‘Jim’ Borden took an ac- 
tive interest in the musical and oratorical activities of the College. 
At his graduation he delivered an oration on the subject of the 
need of efficient public servants. Seldom indeed has the public career 
of a man in state service shown so consistent a following out of his 
early ideals.” 

On this memorial occasion the main address was given by Dr. 
Edward A. Fitzpatrick, president of Saint Mary’s College, who spoke 
as follows: ’ 

“Let us say a word first about the man and the friend. However, 
behind the portals of the door of his home we do not go to reveal the 
simple life of love and devotion that we know was lived there. James 
B. Borden was perhaps the most unassuming man I knew. His man- 
ner was disarming. He would modestly tell you he knew nothing, but 
before long he was telling you in homely phrase and friendly manner 
the homespun good sense that was the quintessence of his experience. 
What happened in the executive session of the finance committee, or 
what was learned in confidence, was as inviolable as man’s most sacred 
pledges and seals. A thoroughly reliable man, a very human man, a 
friendly soul was James B. Borden. The great influence of his life 
was his father. He often went with his father on his daily rounds, day 
and night. He got the human touch. He learned the tragedies and 
joys of human life in their varied forms among the simple and gen- 
uine people of the countryside who were just folks. He learned from 
his father the lessons of the consecration of a man’s life to his fellow- 
men, of the readiness to help a fellow being with his skill if there was 
need, of the sympathetic understanding of the tragedy and pathos of 
suffering humanity, and of willingness to sacrifice one’s self to al- 
leviate it. This experience of his father sank into his young soul, and 


there was always in him a kindly feeling for his neighbor, an almost 


Spartan conception of life, and a near sense of its tragedy and a high 
sense of its duty. 

“James B. Borden was certainly among the most effective workers 
in a Legislature that I knew. I recall in the early days when, as 
assistant state superintendent of schools, he worked on school legis- 
lation, how often he saved legislation by his informal and accidental 
chats ‘with the legislators, which seemingly had no ulterior purpose. 
There were no high pressure efforts. There was no hurry. He just 
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talked on, first about the farm, then about the legislation in which he 
was interested. He inspired confidence. His success as a lobbyist for 
school legislation was a tribute to his gentle personality, his quiet 
manner, his interest in what the legislators were interested in, and 
what may be called a Yankee shrewdness in sizing up people and win- 
ning them by his homely phrases and the simplicity of his outlook on 
life. . . . He had a fine sense of justice and was deeply resentful of 
injustice. . . . He had a devoted sense of loyalty to his friends. He 
was often recalling the good deeds of the men he knew. This warm 
personal loyalty was entirely independent of his strong dutiful and 
soldierly loyalty to his superior in public office. 

“Let us now look at James B. Borden as a public servant. The 
simple principle which guided Jim Borden was undoubtedly the one 
thus formulated by Carlyle: ‘Do the duty which lies nearest thee, 
which thou knowest to be a duty; thy second duty will already have 
become clearer to you.’ Whatever the job called for, that he did. 
Whatever was asked for, he attempted to give, with the word of 
caution, or practical wisdom, or warning which the facts warranted, 
even if it were not exactly what the superior expected. 

“Tf the information and the insight into the ways of public policy 
and public administration were all that the superior asked for, that is 
what were given to him in the first instance; but if there were possi- 
bilities of reaction, or abuse, or misuse of the information, or misin- 
terpretations, or possibilities of injustice, then the superior was given 
with the greatest deference and modesty some special insight and 
warning which the situation called for. To the individual who was 
his superior, whether governor or educational administrator, he was 
loyal in every relationship, personal as well as official, and his wide 
knowledge of public administration and public policy, particularly in 
their fiscal aspects, with his practical wisdom, have often safeguarded 
the public interests and helped in framing public policies bearing the 
names of others. 

“Hssentially conservative in his political outlook, Borden knew 
no partisan loyalty in his public service; he knew only the sense of 
public duty and the responsibility of a public trust. With our kaleid- 
oscopic politics he went quietly on doing his appointed tasks, no mat- 
ter who was governor or who were members of the finance committee. 
And yet, in no man did the varied political leadership of the state 
place so completely their confidence and their trust. Never was that 
trust abused or compromised, never was that confidence betrayed, and 
never was such complete trust and confidence more richly deserved. 

“His influence is therefore far wider than the description of the 
positions he held, and it is none the less real in that it was manifested 
through others. 

“And what shall be the judgment of James B. Borden, the public 
servant? With utmost confidence may we not say that this servant 
to man heard reverberating through the endless cloisters and eternal 
aisles of a Life Beyond the reassuring word of his Master: ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things. I shall make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.’ ” 


WILLIAM BENJAMIN RUBIN, at the age of seventy-one years, is 
leading a most active and useful life, widely known as a lawyer, author, 
economist and sociologist. He has long been nationally known as the 
protector of the weak against the strong, the poor against the rich 
and the individual against the monopolist. Constantly reaching out 
a helping hand, he has merited and receives the grateful recognition 


vlaVvoo2iw gee 


sf toidw oi notiaietgel off duode aod? ~rract afit jueda tek .ao bodiat, . 
10t deivddol s en e8600ux Bil sotebiines botigent si Ketuotoinl asw 
folyp sil .yiilanoei1sd slinsy ail Oo) efacii. & kaw nolisleigal loons 
bun wi batesisinl sisw esolalginel od) Jadw ai lesieini etl seanam 
ctw baie sidosq Gu yaisic ai esoatwonie ova caY 2 bollao od yam Jedw 
no dooliue etd to yioilgmie odd hia goasidq elomond etd yd mens guia 
to lutinoass viassb caw bite soiteyt lo aence off & bad ay... Stil 
oH shot? aid of vilayol to o¢te2 betevels s ban oH... . .aulseutitl 
mtew eid? .waernd on som od¢lo abeeh bog sd) gniliacs: motto aaw 
hia fw tttuh growe eih to Inobasqubm yloitias exw yilevol Iaiioeteq 
soito gilduq mt tohrequa aid of yileyol ylribloe 

od? Jowrtse oidug « es aohiol 4 somerl ga dool wot ab 351” 
eno et yibeidvobay kaw sobtofl rail hobirg oittw siqisainq siqarie > 
godt jzetean esl! doidw ylub sdf off ‘oii4ad yd bolslusriel avd) 
en Sheotls five vieb bioser vid ; ub 6 vd OF 2 swoud volt doidw 
bib of jadi 10l bellas dot of} tevetal yor 03 t91aslo emosed 
‘os brow of? ditw .evin o} baiqateia of .10% bodtas saw mvoledW 
bulnaitew etost edd doidw guinww ae nobeiw Issilos1g 10 Owes 
holoeyx9 torque off Jaw yliogx ion si9w ti Ti Mave 

| ddelant odd bes aoilanriotat edd IT 


yilog vildug To ayaw ani O11 2 
vi sedi tok bodes ioitsque of) Jan) Ne stew nottetiziniarbe oitidud bas 
izeoy siow stor Ti JG ,s0msians Jem oft ci arid of tovig tow latw 
tisitn 1O .coOlaeny fini ons i eusetiil ‘1 oe i6 10 .oijoRs7 to esitiliad 
Waviy Sew Tried wu nord soitaupal To at iStlidtaaeg 40 enolsioid4s! 
t 1y i | ro t ate bis soneisish Jesinoty sii itw 
POW laubivibai oat o1 be! wisjautie od? doindw yatitinaw 
mn 101 G12 nisibs ledoiinsihse 30 ton isvog isilion Wi Torque nid 
sh eid brea ,lsivifio 26 Hew en fanortmq inanoUelsn Ciavs mi isvol 
ai vival  yoilog silkduq bes aviieveinunba vildaq to sgbeiwond 
bhobisuustee ale svad mnobetw liwitsasg aid iw aisoqee leoeil tient 


coud esivilog siidinq yuinasi? a! beqled baw eieoisin silduq oi} 
isdio to eontad 

wend aebiod wooliad laalliiog Ha Al Sv URVI9en09 vilsitaesad” 
% eansea tf vino wenk ad ;osivame oilduq ait ai vileyol maaiwiagd on 
biaind wo dai W Jeu oildng « to vtilidienoqest 902 Dna wwh sitdsq 
tem of teat baiaiogaa «id gach Ho Yolup Insw sit avililog Siqonea 
sattiiamos soiact ot to etedsmenm ossw Ow to Tomsvog AAW ow 193 
ajaie ert 7 jie baad | 30g Hsitey St) bib Aum of (ti AX prA 
Jat eee tove tens? tied? bite Somebinco siodt yletolgmios oe ssnig 
bits bseys tied sousbiiitoes lat) paw yevon boalaiww uate? to hesuds leu 
boaviseeb vidieli ato%m $24 piios ban fai? aislantos i148 aew Tver 

aft lo moijaiioasb od} aan) tobiw 11 sioteisit! et soneuhtai aii” 
batesticam euw 11 teds ai laws gael oft onom af $1 bis bled orf amoitieog 
Atotlio dguotd 

siidua od .aobi0dl .ff esmal io jnommbu( oft od Uade ladw bad” 
Sneviee eiff} land yeaa Jon Sw Yam goueblinoes Jeomin diivW Tiaaviee 
iortate bas eotalolo eeolbas oft Mgvoul) yutiewdrsvet biased muig of 
fioWi' :xoleaM eld Jo iow yaiieneet oi boovell ati.t « Yo 2sikia 
wot 2 devo lutdiiat aeod Jead vod? Joaviee lotdiiex baa hoog sob 
otal godd 149i .<yaid) yoam dove ywiurt sedi snaat ae | anit 

“*brol vil to vot odd | 


al 2iasy end ynsvee to 9Rs oft ja .wigua wuImatnadl MALIWW 

vtodtua roywal 2 28 cwotd ylobiv otil lutgew bose 4vidon Jeomt # yaibaol 
adt aa wwond vilenoitan aved yool ead oli Jargoloiveg bug Jeimtoinose 
dois oft jeniage vooq of? rote oft Janiags Aaow old jo tolostoig 
tuo gnirfonet yiinaieqo) .tailogosom ot tenieus [aubivibmi ad} bas 
golttayooe: inisia7ty od? eevieos1 bas bosivent ead od .biad gaiqhd a 


cet cn a TR 


BIOGRAPHY 299 


of many and is the possessor of many testimonials of his mercy and 
his philanthropy for his fellowmen. 

Born September 1, 1878, in Borispola in the state of Poltava in 
southern Russia, he is a son of Henry and Bertha (Bernstein) Rubin, 
also of Russian birth. His ancestors on the paternal side were mer- 
chants in Russia, while his maternal forebears were landowners in 
that country. One of his maternal uncles was a distinguished soldier 
of the Crimean War and also served in the Turko-Russian War, the 
ezar conferring honors upon him in recognition of his valuable aid. 
Henry Rubin, father of W. B. Rubin, came to America to escape 
persecution in his native land and after becoming established here 
aided many of his friends and fellow countrymen to come to the United 
States by furnishing them needed financial aid. In his native land 
Henry Rubin had engaged in mercantile pursuits and also in the 
practice of law, while after reaching Milwaukee in 1883 he concen- 
trated his attention upon mercantile interests, continuing in that line 
of business until his death, which occurred in 1901, at the age of 
sixty-nine years. His wife passed away in 1924 after reaching the 
eighty-eighth milestone on life’s journey. 

Their son, William Benjamin Rubin, pursued his education in the 
public schools of Milwaukee, mastering the high school course in two 
years, after which he devoted three years to the study of engineering 
in the University of Wisconsin. Next enrolling as a student in the 
University of Michigan, he won the degree of Bachelor of Letters in 
1895 and that of Bachelor of Laws in 1896. Liberal training thus 
qualified him for the activities and responsibilities of a professional 
career and, immediately returning to Milwaukee, he here entered 
upon the practice of law, which he followed independently for about 
a decade. In January, 1906, he became senior partner in the firm of 
Rubin & Zabel, which has since become Rubin, Zabel & Ruppa. Suc- 
cess in large and substantial measure has followed his efforts in 
the work of the courts, and his practice has been outstanding in that 
he has given his aid gratis to many who otherwise could not have 
employed an attorney. He has pioneered in the framing and support 
of labor laws and had been chief counsel in labor cases in connection 
with Clarence Darrow, Frank P. Walsh and other distinguished at- 
torneys, who have ever recognized him as a peer. His sympathy 
has ever been on the side of the oppressed and of those unable to de- 
fend themselves and he acted as a lawyer in the case that led to the 
dissolution of the first labor injunction in Wisconsin and the second 
one dissolved in the United States. He has many times appeared as 
the champion of labor organizations and he has consistently refused 
retainers offered. Upon one week’s notice he appeared as attorney 
in the Henry Goll case, acting as chief counsel for the defense after 
an attorney withdrew following a year’s connection with the case. 
This case grew out of the defaulture of the First National Bank of 
Milwaukee, in excess of $1,000,000, the largest defaulture in the 
United States. Mr. Goll was cashier and Mr. Frank Bigelow, presi- 
dent. He is remarkably strong as a trial lawyer, winning many notable 
verdicts in murder and other criminal cases. He is also recognized as 
a forceful and resourceful anti-corporation attorney and his work in 
the civil courts is equally outstanding with his work in the criminal 
courts. He won a notable case for seven hundred policy holders 
against the Minneapolis Fire & Marine Insurance Company, saving 
them from paying assessments after the corporation had become in- 
solvent, and he was the attorney in the famous molders case, succeed- 
ing in having an injunction modified after it had been issued by 
Judge Quarles of the United States District Court against a thousand 
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molders employed by the company. In this case he established a new 
rule of law in which the court held a strike or lockout was not a cessa- 
tion of relationship between the employer and the employe and would 
not make them strangers to one another, both employer and employe 
hoping to resume their former relations. This was the rule of law 
until the Clayton act was adopted. Mr. Rubin in conjunction with 
Samuel Gompers and Andrew Fureseth put into the Clayton act the 
phrase ‘“‘The labor of a human being is not a commodity or article of 
commerce ...” Court records bear much further testimony as to 
his power in defending those he believes to be the victims of injustice 
and oppression, and in this connection his work is recognized through- 
out the country. 

Mr. Rubin’s philanthropy is not only manifest in his professional 
work; he has been the champion and the assistant of many individuals 
and movements in which his assistance could work for the benefit of 
his fellowmen. He has labored effectively against loan sharks and 
_he has served as president of the Independent Charities. He has rep- 

resented labor in much important litigation, was chief counsel for the 

steel strike, was the first to establish three shifts for seamen, has 
been attorney for the Actors Equity and has tried more homicide 
cases than any other man in Wisconsin. He is a leader in economic 
forces and in liberal movements. A Democrat in politics, he was 
three times a presidential elector and gave his support to President 
F. D. Roosevelt. Another outstanding feature in his career is the 
fact that he has never garnisheed a man’s wages, has never fore- 
closed a man’s home or brought action for eviction, nor has he ever 
defended an insurance company in a personal injury case. 

Mr. Rubin has membership with the Knights of Pythias and the 
Elks. He was one of the founders of Mt. Sinai Free Hospital, serving 
on its board of directors for a number of years, and he aided in or- 
ganizing and was a director of the Provident Loan Society, which 
was formed to loan money at a low interest charge to people in need 
or distress. 

On the 12th of September, 1897, Mr. Rubin married Sophia 
Mesirow, daughter of Joseph A. and Josephine Mesirow. She was 
the active assistant of her husband in much charitable work to 
the time of her death, which occurred in 1915. Mr. Rubin has 
since married Josephine Geraghty, who was born in Milwaukee. 
Mr. Rubin’s son, Abner J. Rubin, is a graduate of the Milwaukee 
University School and of Cornell University, where he won his 
Bachelor of Arts degree. He then completed a law course at Yale, 
gaining the LL.B. degree, and is now a practicing attorney of 
New York City, where he is also a well known writer of radio and 
screen script. In the first World War he served as a psychology spe- 
cialist in the Medical Corps. He married Geraldine Gainsbury and 
they have one child, Abigail. A brother of W. B. Rubin, living in 
Milwaukee, is Jacob H. Rubin, well known writer, lecturer and ad- 
venturer. He was confined in the Russian prison at Odessa for a long 
period of time and he covered his experiences in his book I Lived to 
Tell. Another brother, W. Wolf Rubin, died in California. William 
B. Rubin is also well known through his writings, having contributed 
many articles to magazines and law reviews. He takes pleasure in 
writing essays merely for his own satisfaction, and is the author of 
several books. The interests and activities of his life have been 
largely educational and cultural in character, and his efforts have ever 
been directed into those channels through which flows the greatest 
good to the greatest number. 
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Rt. REV. MONSIGNOR JULIUS H. BURBACH has been pastor of Holy 
Assumption Catholic Church of West Allis for the last forty-three 
years. He was born February 17, 1874, on a farm just this side of 
the Milwaukee County line, near New Berlin, Wisconsin. His par- 
ents were Theodore and Anna (Arnold) Burbach, both of whom 
have now passed away. They were both natives of Germany and 
came to America with their parents when young children. The pa- 
ternal grandfather of Monsignor Burbach, Jacob Burbach, arrived 
in Wisconsin in 1848 and bought a farm at Greenfield, which he 
cultivated until his death. His son, Theodore Burbach, also became 
a farmer. Peter Arnold, grandfather in the maternal line, gave his 
attention to farming on a tract of land about two miles from West 
Allis. 

Monsignor Burbach was one of a family of eleven children, eight 
of whom are yet living and all are residents of Wisconsin. He ob- 
tained his early education in the public and parochial schools of New 
Berlin and also attended Mount Calvary College near Fond du Lae. 
He then entered St. Francis Seminary of Milwaukee, where he con- 
tinued his studies until he was ordained, to the priesthood on June 
21, 1897. His first assignment was to St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Milwaukee, where he labored for about five years. 

In the summer of 1901 there were thirteen Catholic families 
living between Thirty-eighth Street and Woodlawn, an area that 
was then a farming community. Archbishop F. X. Katzer assigned 
the task of organizing a congregation somewhere in this district to 
a young priest, Father Burbach. One of the first things that he did 
was to arrange for the purchase of the site on which the church 
buildings now stand. This was secured for sixty-five hundred dol- 
lars, the transaction being complete November 1, 1901. Plans were 
made for a combination church and school building and the farmers 
of New Berlin furnished the quarry stone for the structure so that 
work could begin the following spring. The cornerstone was laid 
May 4, 1902, by Rev. August Schinner, then chancellor of the dio- 
cese. The building was finished August 20th and dedicated by Rt. 
Rev. Joseph Rainer, rector of St. Francis Seminary. School opened 
the following September 19th with an attendance of thirty-six pupils 
under the direction of the Notre Dame Sisters. In 1911 an addition 
was built on the school due to the “land boom” which brought fifty 
families to the parish within a few months. A new rectory and hall 
were erected in 1915, while eleven years later it was necessary to 
rebuild the church, which is now equipped with a central heating 
system and all modern appliances. 

The parish membership in 1944 reached thirteen hundred and 
fifty families with seven hundred pupils in the grade school. Holy 
Assumption parish has grown so steadily that it could not care for 
all its members so seven new congregations have been formed from 
this mother church. 

Aside from his pastoral duties Monsignor Burbach has found 
time to serve twenty-seven years on the park board, thirteen of 
them as its president. He was responsible for planting some eighteen 
thousand trees throughout the community and has been the motivat- 
ing power in laying out the West Allis playgrounds, school and city 
hall. His fame as a public speaker is such that there is hardly any 
organization, club or school before which he has not appeared. 

In ecclesiastical circles he is known as a diocesan consultor, a 
position he has held under the last three archbishops of Milwaukee. 
The title of Right Reverend Monsignor was conferred on him by 
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Pope Pius X in 1935 in recognition of his work. A soft spoken, 
mildly mannered man, he has come to be an inspiration in West Allis, 
always guiding his people to live the good life both spiritually and 
temporally. 


REV. CLAUDE V. Huco is pastor of St. Luke’s Catholic Church of 
Two Rivers, to which he came as assistant in 1905. Father Hugo 
was born at Chilton, Wisconsin, April 9, 1880, a son of Christopher 
and Katherine (Kraus) Hugo. He began his education in the paro- 
chial school of his native town and afterward attended St. Francis 
Seminary at Milwaukee and in 1904 was ordained to the priesthood 
by Bishop Fox. His first assignment was as assistant pastor at St. 
Mary’s Church in Menasha, where he remained for a year and was 
then transferred to Two Rivers as an assistant at St. Luke’s. Two 
years later he became pastor of the Catholic church at Sawyer, but 
remained there for only eleven months and was then transferred 
back to St. Luke’s, where he continued as an assistant until 1923, 
when he became pastor. _ 

During Father Hugo’s tenure at St. Luke’s he has done much 
to improve the church, school and parish organizations. In 1909 
he promoted the building of a new stone and brick school, which is 
modern in all detail. There are now seven hundred and thirty pupils 
attending the parish school, which is under the supervision of twenty- 
one teaching Sisters of the Order of St. Agnes. The Sisters’ convent 
was remodeled in 1937, when an addition was added. The diamond 
jubilee of the parish occurred in 1926. The church was redecorated, 
a new marble altar, a marble communion rail and new furnishing 
for the sanctuary were purchased and installed in 1937. In 1931 a 
new ventilating system was installed in the school and terrazine put 
in the corridors of the school. A pipe organ was added in 1929. The 
value of the parish property was estimated to be slightly more than 
a quarter of a million dollars. 

St. Luke’s now numbers 1,056 families. The Holy Name Society 
has 780 members, while the Altar Society has 580 on its member- 
ship rolls. 

Father Hugo has shown himself an able organizer in community 
activities outside of his duties as pastor. His thorough understand- 
ing and ready sympathy have endeared him to his own people and 
under his guidance St. Luke’s Catholic Church has continued to grow. 
The two assistants to Reverend Hugo are Rev. W. Staudenmaier and 
Rev. D. Bouche. 


WILLIAM F. Quick, a Wisconsin lawyer and lawmaker who has 
filled various offices in the line of his profession and is now court 
commissioner, performing the duties of that position in addition to the 
cares of a large and important practice, has his offices at 606 West 
Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee. He has been a lifelong resident of 
this city, born here July 81, 1885, his parents being William Francis 
and Mary (Murray) Quick. In both the paternal and maternal lines 
he comes of pure Irish ancestry, although his father and mother were 
both born in Wisconsin. The former, born in Milwaukee in 1853, was 
a son of William D. Quick, who was born in Ireland in 1820 and in 
1837, when seventeen years of age, came to this state at about the 
time the Prairie du Chien Railroad was built. He established the 
first blacksmith shop in Milwaukee and later he was in the employ | 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad for a long period. 
In 1849, in Wisconsin, he married Margaret Flaherty, who was 
descended from one of the early Irish-American families, her people 
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having come to the new world with the Lord Calvert group of the 
Catholic faith who founded the colony of Maryland. She was a rep- 
resentative of one of the oldest and best known families there—the 
Carrols of Carrollton. The death of William D. Quick occurred in 
Milwaukee in 1906, when he was eighty-six years of age. 

William Francis Quick was reared and educated in Milwaukee and 
when about fifteen years of age began working with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, continuing with that corporation until 
his death in 1901, when he was forty-eight years of age. He started 
in the store department and was serving as foreman at the time of his 
demise. He was always a consistent member of the Roman Catholic 
ehurch and he had a sister, who died in March, 1944, who became 
Sister Mary Gregory and was connected with the Order of Notre Dame 
for fifty-two years. The wife of William Francis Quick was born 
in Milwaukee, April 30, 1857, and died in her native city in 1944, aged 
eighty-seven years. She was a daughter of James and Julia (Cros- 
dale) Murray, who were of Irish lineage and she was born on the 
Emerald Isle. Mr. Murray was born in Canada and was employed by 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company when he came 
to Milwaukee. It is a notable fact that not only were the paternal and 
maternal grandfathers of William Quick employed by that railroad 
but also all of his uncles on both sides, while one of his brothers and 
his brother-in-law are with the corporation—a fact indicative of 
the loyalty of the family to the interests they have served. 

William F. Quick is the eldest of the five children in his parents’ 
family. His sister Marion is the deceased wife of Raymond Litle. 
His brother Joseph, who served in the first World War, died in Mil- 
waukee in 1933. The other brother, James, is now with the railroad 
company and Julia is the wife of Joseph Harry Hurst, also a railroad 
employe, now living in West Allis, Wisconsin. 

After attending the grade schools of Milwaukee, part of the time 
the Sixteenth ward and part of the time the Fourteenth ward school, 
William F. Quick, who was only fourteen years of age at the time of 
his father’s death, began to provide for his own support and also aid 
his widowed mother in the support of his younger brothers and sis- 
ters. He filled various positions, being for a time with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, and in 1906 he went west for the com- 
pany in bridge construction work on the Pacific extension. He left 
that employ in 1908, after which he became connected with the Great 
Northern Railroad, his headquarters being at St. Paul, Minnesota, 
until 1910 when he returned to Milwaukee and engaged in the build- 
ing construction business, in connection with which he operated a 
machine shop until 1921. In that year he was admitted to practice 
law. 

Mr. Quick had been preparing for the bar through home study and 
through reading law in a law office during the time that he was work- 
ing, thus using every available moment to the best possible advantage. 
He then passed the required bar examination, at which time he was 
thirty-six years of age, was married and had three children. His 
progress in the professional field has been very satisfactory and his 
ability as a lawyer has been recognized by his election and appointment 
to various offices. He served as a member of the State Senate from 
1923 until 1927 and was a member of various important committees. 
He had been a member of the harbor commission from 1917 to 1921 
and he was first assistant city attorney from 1932 until 1936. In 
fact he has taken a very prominent part in public affairs and at all 
times has demonstrated his loyalty to the welfare of the people. He 
does not seek diversion in clubs or societies but finds recreation in 
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fee and cryptography or cipher writing, of which he has made a 
study. 

In Milwaukee on November 20, 1908, Mr. Quick married Margaret 
Lutzen, who was born on a farm at Random Lake, Wisconsin, a 
daughter of Cornelius and Gertrude (Schriner) Lutzen, who have 
now passed away. The family came to Wisconsin about 1848, casting 
in their lot with the pioneer residents of Sheboygan County. Mr. and 
Mrs. Quick have two sons and a daughter. William Francis, who is 
a graduate of Marquette University of the class of 1933, is an insur- 
ance broker of Milwaukee. He married Olive Davies and has one 
daughter, Mary Margaret. Lieut. James Edward Quick, who was 
graduated from Marquette University in 1934, is now with the Medi- 
cal Administration Corps of the United States Army, having served 
on the front lines in the southern Pacific and in Europe. Margaret, 
who attended the University of Wisconsin for two years and was 
graduated from the Milwaukee State Teachers College in 1938, is 
- now a teacher in the Milwaukee schools. 


REV. JAMES W. HUEPPER, pastor of St. Bernard’s Church of Wau- 
watosa, situated at 7470 Harwood Avenue, was born on the south 
side of Milwaukee on October 4, 1886. He is the son of William H. 
and Sophia (Schimmels) Huepper, both of whom are now deceased. 
His grandfather, Frank Huepper, was born at Orle, Westphalia, Ger- 
many, and arrived in Grant County, Wisconsin, about 1843. He was 
a shoemaker and farmer, and after living for a time mn Grant County, 
moved to Milwaukee, where he followed the shoemaker’s trade, pass- 
ing away in that city at the age of eighty years. His son, William 
H. Huepper, was born in Potosi, Grant County, in 1862 and became 
an electrician of Milwaukee, where he died in 1925, his death re- 
sulting from an automobile accident. In St. Joseph’s Church in 
Milwaukee he had married Sophia Schimmels, a native of that city, 
who was born in 1864 and died January 13, 1939. Her father, Jacob 
Schimmels, was born at Coblenz, near Treves, in the Rhine province 
of Germany and on coming to America about 1854 made his way to 
Wisconsin, settling in Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. William Huepper 
reared a family of five children, three sons and two daughters. All 
three of the sons became priests, one of whom, Aloysius J., died 
March 20, 1937, when forty-six years of age, while serving as pastor 
of St. Aloysius Church in West Allis, Wisconsin. The other son, 
Rev. Joseph R. Huepper, is pastor of Christ the King Church in 
Wauwatosa. The two daughters are: Mercedes Becker, and Ethel, 
the wife of Henry H. Mueller, and both are still living in Milwaukee. 

Rev. James W. Huepper pursued the work of the grades in St. 
Anthony’s parochial school of Milwaukee and then spent two years 
as a student at Pio Nono College, after which he entered St. Francis 
Seminary in September, 1899. He was ordained to the priesthood 
February 2, 1911, and from that time until May, 1916, served as 
curate at St. Michael’s Church in Milwaukee. He was then trans- 
ferred as pastor to St. George’s Church at Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, 
where he remained until May, 1921, and during the same period 
served as pastor of St. Fridolin Church at Glenbeulah, Sheboygan 
County. At the close of that five year period he became a member 
of the faculty of St. Francis Seminary, serving as vice rector, master 
of discipline and teacher of Latin until July 1, 1932. During that 
time he also filled the office of secretary for two years and served 
a similar tenure as vice president and later as president of the major 
seminary section of the National Catholic Education Association. 
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In 1932 Father Huepper resumed parish work and from the 1st 
of July of that year until January 20, 1935, was pastor of St. Peter 
Claver Church at Sheboygan. At the latter date he was assigned 
as pastor of St. Bernard Church, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, where he 
has since remained. The parish had its beginning in June, 1911, 
when the archbishop of Milwaukee, the Most Rev. Sebastian G. Mess- 
mer, addressed the Catholic residents of Wauwatosa as to the or- 
ganizing of a new church. The first masses for the new congregation 
were offered in the Knights Templar hall on Mower Court by Rt. 
Rev. Monsignor Bernard G. Traudt, on an altar constructed of pack- 
ing boxes, and he presided at the organization meeting and otherwise 
greatly assisted in the work in that early day, so that the church 
was appropriately named St. Bernard’s in recognition of his valuable 
aid. From the beginning the work of the parish has gone steadily 
forward and as the membership here has increased, allowing greater 
contributions to the work, fine buildings have been added to the 
church property. In 1922 the convent home for the Dominican Sis- 
ters was completed, attractively located on a hilltop. The last of 
the parish buildings erected was the rectory. 

From the beginning the cause of Catholic education has had a 
large part in the work of the parish. In August, 1915, a lot was 
purchased for two thousand dollars and on this was erected a com- 
bination church and school at a cost of approximately twenty-five 
thousand dollars. The school, with two rooms, accommodating four 
grades, was opened in 1919, with two Dominican Sisters in charge. 
In 1926 a campaign for raising funds for a building program was 
instituted and the cornerstone was laid in October of the same year 
with the Most Rev. Sebastian G. Messmer officiating. The building 
was completed and. dedicated in March of the following year. Later 
a new school building was erected, so that the entire church property 
is now valued at one hundred and seventy-two thousand dollars, all 
this having been acquired under the Rev. John H. Fitzgerald, the 
first resident pastor. From the beginning the school has been under 
the care of the Dominican Sisters and St. Bernard’s has won a high 
place among the parochial schools of the Milwaukee area. Under 
the guidance of Father Huepper the work in its various departments 
of church and school is being carried steadily forward, resulting 
most beneficially in the material and spiritual development of the 
parish. 


CARL TAYLOR was born in Oklahoma Territory on the Canadian 
River, ten miles below Fort Reno, December 7, 1905. He was the 
fourth of six children born to Harvey Clay and Nora Lydia (Halli- 
day) Taylor, who made the run into Oklahoma Territory, home- 
steaded the farm, and built a sod-covered house where the chil- 
dren were born. The father, who was born in Lincoln County, 
Nebraska, in 1871, was the son of James Franklin and Mary L. 
(Rock) Taylor, both of whom were natives of Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania. The mother was born in Lincoln County, Nebraska, 
in 1875, a daughter of E. L. and Lydia (Von Thummel) Halliday. 
Her parents were born in Warren County, New York. Mrs. Taylor 
died June 3, 1942. Her husband is still living in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Mr. Taylor’s education was begun by his mother, who had been 
a school teacher in western Nebraska, and he learned his ABCs 
from the side of a Mitchell wagon manufactured in Racine, Wis- 
consin. He finished eighth grade in a one-room country school and 
then worked his way through high school at Enid, Oklahoma. He 
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represented Enid high school in debate for three years, was presi- 
dent of his sophomore, junior and senior classes and state president 
of the Oklahoma Hi Y Association in 1923. He worked his way 
through the University of Oklahoma, where he received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1926 and his Master of Arts degree in 1927. He 
was president of his sophomore and junior classes in college and 
represented the University’s debate teams each of the four years. 
This debate team met successfully teams from Marquette Univer- 
sity and the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee and Madison 
during the season. After the debate with the University of Wis- 
consin team at Madison, Dr. Andrew T. Weaver, head of the fa- 
mous speech department of the University of Wisconsin, impressed 
by his speaking, said, “If you ever want to teach and study further 
here at Wisconsin, just wire me ‘I am coming’ and I will reply 
‘Come on.’ ”’ 

Mr. Taylor married Alma I. Neely, an Oklahoma girl, in 1926. 
After teaching history and debate for two years at Southwestern 
College in Winfield, Kansas, he decided to secure a degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in speech arts. Remembering Doctor Weaver’s 
promise, Mr. Taylor wired “I am coming” and received the answer 
“Come on.” In 1929 he became a graduate student and an assistant 
professor at the University of Wisconsin. 

To help carry out the University of Wisconsin’s widely recog- 
nized adult education program he taught some adult classes in 
public speaking for Milwaukee business men. One group of these 
business men were the executive managers of some of Milwaukee’s 
savings and loan associations. He studied their business in order to 
permit them to make public speeches about their own business, and 
they were so impressed by his knowledge of their affairs that they 
employed him to organize a trade association to meet the public need 
of their institutions. The office of the Wisconsin Building and Loan 
League was opened in 1931 and as executive vice president Mr. 
Taylor had the responsibility of the public relations and the general 
supervision of two hundred associations with over $200,000,000 of 
the people’s savings invested in home mortgages. In the twelve 
years following 1931 the associations came to have a mortgage 
on every third residential unit in Milwaukee and were correspond- 
ingly active in home financing in the other cities of the state. More 
than 300,000 citizens of Wisconsin were encouraged to practice thrift 
in the savings of these funds for home mortgages. The associa- 
tions were doing a greater percentage of the home mortgage busi- 
ness in Wisconsin at the end of the depression than at the begin- 
ning. 

Carl Taylor was one of the organizers and has remained a di- 
rector of the Northern Bank of Milwaukee, the fifth largest bank- 
ing institution in the city. He is a director of Golden Guernsey 
Dairy Co-operative. He is a director of the Modern Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Association in Milwaukee and secretary and exec- 
utive officer of the Wisconsin Building and Loan Finance Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. Taylor maintains an active interest in agriculture and owns 
and operates a two hundred and fifty acre dairy farm at his home 
just south of Waukesha. He also maintained a national lecturing 
schedule and has spoken in defense of the American way of life be- 
fore audiences in every section of America. He was appointed a 
special lecturer for the War Department in 1941 and gave the prin- 
cipal addresses at many of the war bond rallies and industrial 
award meetings in Wisconsin. 
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The two Taylor children were born in Milwaukee, a daughter, 
Velma, in 1980, and a son, Donald, in 1932. 

Mr. Taylor is a member and an elder of the Presbyterian church 
at Waukesha, a thirty-second degree Mason, a member of Pi Kappa 
Delta and Delta Sigma Rho, a member of the Milwaukee Mayor’s 
Housing Commission, president of the Waukesha County Holstein 
Association, and active in other business, agricultural, and civic 
affairs. 

On June 17, 1944, Mr. Taylor completed the organization of the 
Waukesha State Bank in Waukesha, Wisconsin, with a paid in 
capital of $112,500. In the seven months since its organization 
deposits have grown from $152,201 to $1,647,000 from about two 
thousand depositors. Mr. Taylor is president of the bank and is 
being ably assisted by Evan Davies, vice president, William Osterhuis, 
cashier, Fred Winchell, assistant cashier; while members of the 
board are J. B. Crouch, Evan Davies, Hugo B. Hoeveler, Will 
McKerrow, J. F. Thomas and Fred Winchell. 


FRANK F. WOLFGRAM, a member of the Milwaukee bar who has 
engaged in law practice since 1914, save for the period of his service 
in the first World War, was born at Wilton, Monroe County, Wis- 
consin, November 25, 1887, a son of Herman C. and Louise (Zim- 
merman) Wolfgram. The father has now departed this life. He 
was-born in Dodge County, Wisconsin, in 1860 and was a descendant 
of a pioneer family of German origin, his father having been August 
Wolfgram, who came to the United States in 1854. He became a resi- 
dent of Milwaukee about 1859 and after remaining here for a few 
years removed to Monroe County, where he followed both merchan- 
dising and farming. He reached the very venerable age of ninety 
years, passing away in 1926. His son, Herman C. Wolfgram, became 
a construction foreman in the employ of the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad Company, occupying that position for many years, 
his death occurring in 19389. 

The grandparents of Frank F. Wolfgram on the maternal side 
were Mr. and Mrs. Fred Zimmerman, both of whom were natives of 
Germany and on immigrating to the United States settled at Hustis- 
ford, Dodge county, Wisconsin, in 1857. Fred Zimmerman was an 
officer on the staff of the former Kaiser, and because of that service 
he could get a permit to travel, the permit being secured by a rela- 
tive, Von Mueller, who was the Kaiser’s secretary and later Foreign 
Secretary. Mr. Zimmerman came to the United States and never 
returned to Germany until he reached the age of seventy years, 
when he went back on a visit. He died in Kendall, Monroe county, 
Wisconsin, in 1937, when ninety-two years of age. He had been in- 
terested in various business affairs, was a successful insurance man 
and was the owner of a fine farm of five hundred acres in Monroe 
County, of which two hundred acres is still owned by his descend- 
ants. He was also a director of a bank and a director of the creamery 
at Kendall, and he contributed much to the material development of 
the section in which he lived. 

In the family of Herman C. and Louise (Zimmerman) Wolfgram 
were eight sons and a daughter, the latter being Esther, who is a 
graduate of the Milwaukee State Teachers College and received her 
Masters degree from Marquette University, while at the present writ- 
ing she is teaching in the Milwaukee public schools. Five of the 
brothers served in the first World War with Wisconsin companies. 
Of this number Fred, who was with the air corps, died in 1927. 


Adolph W., who was with the Thirty-second Division Headquarters 
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and participated in all the major battles in which the American 
forces took part, is now an assistant foreman with the Ladish Com- 
pany of Milwaukee. Herman Wolfgram was with the medical corps, 
stationed at Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois. A brother, Set. John, 
is now in World War II in the South Pacific and has received his 
first combat star. 

After acquiring his preliminary education in the Milwaukee pub- 
lic schools, Frank F. Wolfgram attended Marquette University, where 
he prepared for the legal profession, winning his Bachelor of Laws 
degree in 1914. He was only fifteen years of age when he began 
learning telegraphy, having a position with the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul Railroad Company while still attending school. In time 
he became station agent and was promoted to the position of train 
dispatcher. When Governor Philipp was Wisconsin’s chief executive 
the railroad officials made Mr. Wolfgram their candidate for railway 
commissioner, an appointive office, but the Governor regarded him 
too young for the position. He began his law practice following his 
admission to the bar in 1914, but after the United States entered the 
first World War he enlisted and was at Camp Custer in Michigan 
and was assigned to the Highty-fifth Division. After a brief time, 
however, he was discharged because of physical disability and was 
then appointed by the United States attorney general to do special 
service in Wisconsin, thus serving until June, 1919. Here he has 
since continuously engaged in law practice and has been accorded 
a large clientage that has connected him with much important 
litigation. His preparation of cases has always been thorough and 
he is a safe counselor as well as able advocate. 

On the 21st of August, 1921, in Milwaukee, Mr. Wolfgram mar- 
ried Edith Bunteschu, a native of this city and a daughter of Wil- 
liam and Matilda (Bauer) Bunteschu, the former now deceased, 
while the latter is still living in Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. Wolfgram 
have ‘one son, William J., who was born December 1, 1922, and at- 
tended Northwestern Military Academy. He has made a record of 
which his parents have every reason to be proud. He won a Chicago 
Tribune trophy in oratory and a scholarship at Harvard, where he 
spent two years. During the summers he had attended the Pennsyl- 
vania Military College, the second oldest college of this character 
in the country. He registered there in 1941 and enlisted in June, 
1942, after which he was sent back to college to finish specialized 
training, a select number of the students of the Pennsylvania Mili- 
tary College being ordered to finish advanced specialized training 
in military science by General Marshall, William J. being of the 
number, after which they were ordered to Camp Hood and given 
war diplomas. William had the highest average grade and was the 
first boy in the history of that college to receive the highest grade 
from the engineering department. He had been active in glee clubs, 
singing with the Harvard Glee Club, while at the Pennsylvania Mili- 
tary College he was president of the glee club. He is now a lieuten- 
ant with the Tenth Division, Infantry. 

Mr. Wolfgram is a thirty-second degree Mason. He belongs. to 
Shorewood Lodge No. 337, F. & A.M., which he organized and was 
the first worshipful master. He also belongs to Shorewood Chapter, 
R.A.M.; Ivanhoe Commandery No. 20, K.T.; Wisconsin Consistory, 
A.A.S.R., and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise 
a member of the American Legion, and along strictly professional 
lines is connected with the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Wiscon- 
sin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. He 
belongs to the Lake Park Lutheran Church, in the work of which 
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he has been active, and formerly he was president of the congrega- 
tion for a number of years. He also is a member of the Brotherhood 
and is chairman of various committees. He organized the Lake 
Park Lutheran Endowment and Annuity Foundation and during the 
years of its existence has been its president. This same plan has 
been adopted by other churches since that time. 


WILBUR G. DICKSON, who joined the Hamilton Manufacturing 
Company in 1923 and has since been associated with the business, is 
now filling the position of vice-president in charge of finance. Through 
the past two decades he has contributed in large measure to the suc- 
cess of the business, so that Two Rivers accords him place among the 
leading business men of the city. He came to Wisconsin from Chi- 
cago, where he was born October 17, 1891, a son of Hugh S. and Anne 
Elizabeth (Bradley) Dickson, the latter a native of Derbyshire, Eng- 
land. In the family were five children, of whom Wilbur G. Dickson 
is the fourth in order of birth. He was only six years of age when 
the family removed to Two Rivers and soon afterward he was en- 
rolled as a pupil in the public schools, which he attended until he had 
completed the high school course. He next attended Valparaiso Uni- 
versity at Valparaiso, Indiana, and subsequently matriculated at the 
University of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Arts degree was con- 
ferred on him at his graduation with the class of 1917. In the same 
year he entered the Officers Training School at Camp Grant, Rock- 
ford, Illinois, in preparation for service in the first World War, but 
hostilities had ceased before he finished his course. 

Mr. Dickson then returned to the employ of the A. M. Byers Com- 
pany, with which he had formerly served as cost accountant in their 
Girard, Ohio, plant before joining the army. On his return he was 
given a similar position in connection with their main office in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. It was in 1923 that he joined the Hamilton 
Manufacturing Company of Two Rivers, where he has since re- 
mained, acting first as comptroller, while in 1931 he was elected sec- 
retary and in 1941 was also entrusted with the duties of treasurer. 
In 1944 he was promoted to his present position of vice-president. 
He was at one time secretary, treasurer and a member of the board 
of directors of the Two Rivers Housing Company, which has now 
passed out of existence, having been formed to build houses for war 
workers. While in the East he was the secretary of the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of the National Association of Cost Accountants and he is 
a director and vice-president of the Two Rivers Building & Loan 
Association. 

With membership in the Grace Congregational Church Mr. Dick- 
son is interested in all that pertains to the uplift of the individual 
and the advancement of community welfare. He belongs to the Rotary 
Club and is treasurer of the Rotary Student Loan Fund. He is an 
active church worker, now serving as one of the deacons of his church 
and a past vice president of the Congregational Men’s Brotherhood. 
He has done much to further the interests of the Boy Scouts, having 
at one time been president and also at one time treasurer of the 
movement in Two Rivers. He has been a Rotarian for a number of 
years and has been on the board of directors and also the president of 
the Rotary Club. He has appreciation for all that is being done for 
public advancement and improvement and his work has featured 
largely in the civic and moral progress of the community. No good 
work or worthy purpose seeks his aid in vain, and he finds keen pleas- 
ure in noting the march of advancement here as the work of civiliza- 
tion is being carried steadily onward. 
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Mr. Dickson married Miss Carol J. Smith, of Grinnell, Iowa, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Smith. Her father died in 1930, 
at the age of eighty-three. Her mother died at the age of ninety-one 
in 1945. Mrs. Dickson is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, 
where she took a special course in library work and was a librarian 
for a year prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Dickson have two 
sons: Robert, who was born December 16, 1922, was graduated from 
the Two Rivers high school and the-University of Chicago in 1943 and 
is now an ensign in the United States Navy. Rolf G., who was born 
April 10, 1926, attended the local high school and graduated from 
Wentworth Military School. He is now a sophomore at the University 
of Wisconsin. 


HERMAN J. JONGEBLOED, an attorney of Milwaukee, practicing as 
the senior partner in the firm of Jongebloed & Ewens, was born April 
12, 1895, in the city where his activities still center and is a son of 
Capt. Anton and Gertrude (Kramer) Jongebloed, both of whom were 
natives of the province of Hanover, Germany. The father was born 
in 1855 and came to the United States about 1882, in which year his 
- future wife also crossed the Atlantic, their marriage being later cele- 
brated in Wisconsin. Anton Jongebloed was a sea captain who came 
of a long line of seafaring people and when quite young he was very 
skilled in navigation, becoming captain of an ocean-going ship when 
but twenty-one years of age. He piloted a vessel to Rio de Janeiro, 
Ecuador, Cape Horn and other South American ports and after com- 
ing to this country he sailed his ship on Lake Michigan and hauled 
lumber for the Hilty Lumber Company. He married Gertrude Kramer, 
and in their family there were two sons and two daughters, including 
John Jongebloed, an employe of the Harnisch Feger Corporation of 
Milwaukee; Helen M., now Mrs. James E. Zimmerman; and Margaret, 
now the wife of Edmond Prokop. All are yet residents of Milwaukee. 

The other member of the family is Herman J. Jongebloed, whose 
early education was acquired in St. Michael’s parochial school of 
this city, after which he attended Marquette Academy and then spent 
three and a half years as a student in Marquette University, pursuing 
the study of law there to the time of his enlistment for service with 
the American troops in the first World War. However, he took the 
bar examination before leaving for the front and was licensed to 
practice in the Wisconsin courts. He became a member of the Three 
Hundred and Fortieth Infantry and went overseas with the Highty- 
fifth Division and was later transferred to the Ninth Corps, being on 
duty at the headquarters of the chief of staff at San Mihiel. Before 
returning to the United States he entered the Sorbonne in Paris, where 
he remained for six months, studying law and French. 

Following his return to Milwaukee late in 1919, Mr. Jongebloed be- 
came a member of the law firm in which his partners were John C. 
Albert and Robert A. Ewens. Later that association was discon- 
tinued and a partnership was formed between Mr. Jongebloed and 
Mr. Ewens and the firm of Jongebloed & Ewens has since successfully 
practiced in this city. Their clientele has steadily developed with 
the passing years and Mr. Jongebloed has again and again demon- 
strated his ability to cope with knotty legal problems and find correct 
solution therefor. He isa clear and logical thinker and his deductions 
are the result of a keen understanding of cause and effect. 

Mr. Jongebloed married Adella Widmeyer, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of Anthony and Alvina (Luedke) Widmeyer, both 
representatives of early families of this city. Her father, now de- 
ceased, was a Milwaukee cigar manufacturer and her mother is still 
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living here, while the mother of Mr. Jongebloed is also a resident of 
Milwaukee and has reached the age of eighty-seven years. His father 
died here in 1919. Herman Jongebloed makes fishing and hunting his 
chief forms of recreation. He has been very active in the society of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and is now department judge advocate 
for the state. He has his local membership in Corporal Henry Schafer 
Post No. 29238, of which he is serving as adjutant. He also became a 
charter member of the American Legion Post No. 1, joining in 1919, 
and he belongs to the Military Order of Cooties, which is the fun and 
the charity division of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and is now 
serving as national deputy inspector. He is a fourth degree member 
of the Knights of Columbus. 


WHITEFISH BAY is regarded by many as the most beautiful and 
attractive residential section in the Milwaukee area. Nature endowed 
the district with a scenic beauty that can scarcely be surpassed, and 
to this man has added his knowledge of city planning and building 
with results that make this suburban town an ideal place for home 
building. 

In the latter part of the nineteenth century the Pabst Brewing 
Company established the Whitefish Bay resort, building a summer 
hotel, a bandstand and concrete steps leading down to the lake. 
Excursion steamers were operated and one could also drive over a 
toll road or come by way of the Whitefish Bay Railway to the resort 
which soon became recognized as one of the most attractive in the 
Northwest. In the early 1880s it had been a popular picnic place 
and as the city grew systematic provision was made for the enter- 
tainment of visitors here. In June, 1886, the Whitefish Bay Railway 
Company obtained a franchise to operate a steam operated railroad 
from the north end of Farwell Avenue to Whitefish Bay. In 1892 
a real estate development boom was started, miles of streets graded 
and sidewalks laid, but the panic of 1893 retarded all progress for 
a time. The popularity of the resort, however, never waned and it 
was visited each summer by thousands, but with the advent of pro- 
hibition the-resort as such ceased to exist. 

No one, however, could take away the natural beauty of the place, 
which became attractive to those desiring suitable locations for 
homes, and more than a half century has passed since Judge John- 
son signed an order that created the village of Whitefish Bay on May 
10, 1892, and on June 7 of that year an election was held that voted 
the village into existence. From the beginning it has been a high-class 
residential district, with no industries or manufacturing plants. 
These were not kept out by any concerted effort but by the general 
desire to make this a place of homes and nothing has marred the 
even tenor of its way in its steady development save that during the 
first World War thirty-five of its men went to the front, all returning, 
however, but one. In 1892 the population was three hundred and 
sixteen. After the war there was rapid development until the popu- 
lation now numbers more than eleven thousand, the employed resi- 
dents predominantly being connected with business interests in Mil- 
waukee. 

The first school building was started in 1892 and completed the 
following year, but was destroyed by fire in 1918, when plans were 
made to have a definite school building program. This resulted in 
the building of the Henry Clay school in 1918, the Cumberland school 
in 1927, the Richards school in 1928 and the high school in 19380. 
There are also two parochial schools—Our Savior’s Lutheran school, 
built in 1931, and the Santa Monica Catholic school in 1927. 
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The village trustees and officers are largely business and profes- 
sional men of Milwaukee who reside in Whitefish Bay. The White- 
fish Bay Woman’s Club is an active and outstanding group of civic 
and social workers and there is also a Whitefish Bay Men’s Club and 
a Whitefish Bay Cooperative Club. Beautiful parks, beautiful homes 
and all modern advantages make Whitefish Bay an ideal residential 
district in which the cooperation of its officials and civic organiza- 
tions are doing everything possible for the welfare and civic ad- 
vancement. The village hall, on East Lexington Boulevard, is built 


‘in a modified Georgian style to harmonize with the general atmos- 


phere of the village, and on February 15, 1937, a library was opened 
as a branch of the Milwaukee Public Library. Its board is composed 
of three members, one from the Parent-Teacher Association, one 
from the Woman’s Club and the third chosen by the village trustees. 
In 1942 over thirty thousand books were circulated and in addition 
to the free books there is a large rental collection and a juvenile 
library, while collections of books are supplied to schools in connec- 
tion with their activities. Mr. Ralph H. Cahill was village manager 
in 1944. His record follows below. 


RALPH H. CAHILL, village manager and commissioner of public 
works in Whitefish Bay, was born in Sioux City, Iowa, October 19, 
1891, a son of Charles A, and Dorothy Cahill. The father, a native ot 
New Hampshire, was reared and educated in the East, in 1890 going 
to Iowa as chief engineer for the Hanford Produce Company of 
Sioux City, Iowa, at that time the largest butter and egg cold storage 
plant in the world. In 1900 he came to Milwaukee as assistant chiet 
engineer of the power plant of the Milwaukee Electric Railway & 
Light Company. In 1913 he began practicing as an engineering con- 
sultant and in 1927 admitted his sons, Ralph H. and Charles A. Jr., 
to a partnership, the business being incorporated as Charles A. Cahill 
& Sons. He died in 1938, after which the sons severed their connec- 
tion with the firm. 

Ralph H. Cahill came to Milwaukee with his parents when nine 
years of age, was graduated from the East Division high school in 
1909 and then entered the University of Wisconsin for a course in 
civil engineering, which he completed in June, 1913. Each summer 
he had been employed along lines of engineering endeavor, mostly 
in tunnel and sewer construction, and after his graduation became 
assistant engineer for the city of Milwaukee in charge of design and 
construction of the Linwood Avenue intake tunnel, Lake Crib and 
North Point distribution tunnels. In June, 1917, he enlisted in the 
First Battalion, Wisconsin Engineers, went to Camp Douglas and 
was made master engineer, senior grade, taking charge of camp 
sanitation and the operation of the water supply system. He entered 
the Second Officers Training Camp at Fort Sheridan and later went 
to Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and was commissioned a second lieu- 
tenant in the Coast Artillery Corps. On December 27, 1917, he 
sailed for France and was orienteur officer with the Third Battalion, 
Forty-fourth Artillery, C.A.C., being promoted to first heutenant in 
August, 1918. . 

After his return home Mr. Cahill was appointed chief draftsman 
in the City Engineer’s office in Milwaukee and a month later joined 
the George E. Zimmerman Company, sewer contractors. In May, 
1921, he became assistant engineer in charge of design and construc- 
tion of the new Riverside pumping station, was advanced in 1923 
to chief engineer and so employed by the city until January 1, 1927, 
when he became a partner in the firm of Charles A. Cahill & Sons, 
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specializing in industrial power plant design, construction and opera- 
tion and also acting in a general consulting capacity with the Mil- 
waukee Water Department. He became village manager and engi- 
neer for Whitefish Bay September 15, 1938. 

Mr. Cahill was married to Myfanwy Jones, who was born in Chi- 
cago, a daughter of John Elias and Margaret Ann (Jones) Jones, 
both natives of Wales. Mr. and Mrs. Cahill have four children: Jane 
Anne, twenty-two years of age, is a graduate of Milwaukee Downer 
College; John A., twenty years of age, was attending the engineering 
school of the University of Wisconsin when he joined the army and 
is now an engineer in the aviation service, on duty in the Southwest 
Pacific; Dorothy Margaret, aged eighteen, is a freshman at Frances 
Shimer Junior College; while Nancy June is thirteen years old and 
in grade school. 

Mr. Cahill is identified with various fraternal, social and scien- 
tific societies. He belongs to the American Society of Civil Engi- 
neers, American Waterworks Association, American Public Works 
Association, Engineers Society of Milwaukee, Triangle, an engineer- 
ing fraternal organization, the International City Managers Associa- 
tion and Kenwood Lodge No. 303, F. & A.M. He has made marked 
progress in his chosen profession, advancing step by step until he 
occupies a high position in engineering circles of the state. 


JOHN J. GEIB, president and founder of the West Bend Woolen 
Mills Company, and one of the most prominent representatives of 
manufacturing interests in southeastern Wisconsin, was born in New- 
burg, this state, in 1872. His father, Peter Geib, born in Prussia, May 
15, 1837, was a son of Peter Geib and Katharine (Scherf) Geib, the 
former a farmer and shoemaker who came to America in 1846, bring- 
ing with him his wife and four children. They first settled in Ozaukee 
County, Wisconsin, but after six weeks moved to Farmington town- 
ship, Washington County, where Peter Geib purchased forty acres of 
land, which he at once began to cultivate and improve, and on which 
he made his home for twenty-two years. He was killed by a stroke of 
lightning on June 26, 1876. 

Peter Geib, father of John J. Geib, was one of a family of six chil- 
dren, two of whom were born in America. He was but a lad of nine 
when he crossed the Atlantic, and his education, begun in the schools 
of Prussia, was continued in the public schools of this state. He early 
learned the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops, 
and he helped in the work of his father’s farm until he reached the 
age of twenty-one, when he launched out for himself by purchasing 
sixty acres of rough timber land. This he immediately began to clear 
and cultivate, and at the same time he engaged in freighting between 
Newburg and Milwaukee. He led a busy and useful life and continued 
in active connection with agricultural interests until 1900, when he 
retired from business and took up his residence in Newburg. Here he 
built a comfortable home, which he continued to occupy throughout 
his remaining days. In 1861 he married Margaret Bales, a native of 
Prussia, who had been brought to the United States by her parents, 
Mathias and Katherine (Krell) Bales. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Geib 
lived to celebrate their golden wedding on February 8, 1911, and were 
the happy parents of twelve children: Katherine, born in 1861; 
Mathias, in 1863; Casper, in 1865; Susan, in 1867; Peter, in 1869; 
John in 1872; Christopher, in 1873; Charles, in 1875; Ben, in 1877; 
Nicholas, in 1879; Mary, in 1882; and Angela, born in 1885. 

The schools of Newburg afforded John J. Geib his educational op- 
portunities. When he was twenty-one years old he embarked on a 
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never-to-be-forgotten adventure. He made the “run” in the historic 
Cherokee land rush of Oklahoma Territory, September 16, 1893. He 
staked his claim and for a year devoted his energies to developing a 
homestead farm, but the agricultural methods so successful in Wis- 
consin did not prevail against drought and adverse natural conditions, 
so the young man decided to return to his native state and to more 
profitable pursuits. 

One of his earliest business ventures was in connection with saw- 
milling. In that day it was customary to cut enormous logs and drag 
them along through the forest to the highway. The finished lumber 
sold for $11.00 per 1,000 feet. Shingles brought 75c per thousand, up. 
to $2.40 for the better grade. Mr. Geib bought a saw and shingle mill 
for $1,100, making an initial payment of $35.00 down. He was suc- 
cessful in this enterprise and it was not long before he had paid the 
full amount. This experience proved to be a stepping stone to his 
later business advancement. After seven years, he turned his atten- 
_ tion to the coffee trade and headed the Sheboygan Coffee Company, 
which he later sold. 

In 1906 Mr. Geib entered into and founded, together with Frank 
Maley, the present West Bend Woolen Mills Company. After two 
years Mr. Maley withdrew and his brother, Charles A. Geib, entered 
the company. The controlling stock was held by these brothers until 
the latter’s death. This combination was very successful, and high 
tribute must be given to the excellent team work of these brothers. 
John J. Geib devoted his energies to sales and manufacturing and 
Charles A. to finance. The story of its growth and development under 
their guidance is an indication of splendid business acumen. The 
plant still stands on the original site, where it succeeded an old grist- 
mill, but through the years it has been constantly expanding—water 
power has given way to electrification and modern equipment intro- 
duced. At first the little mill held but a few machines, for the manu- 
facture of woolen blankets and shirting, both still major products 
of the concern. Today it is a twenty-six-loom mill, with 1,296 spindles, 
five sets of cards, two fulling mills, washer, dryer, napper, five power 
sewing machines, complete dyeing and finishing machines. A force 
of 155 people use this fine mechanical set-up to produce blankets for 
the army and navy, and in addition manufacture high-grade over- 
coating, mackinaw, flannels and other woolen goods. The firm enjoys 
a fine national reputation on the quality and high styling of its prod- 
ucts. At the present about sixty per cent of its output is for govern- 
ment contracts. It is really an education to go through the mill and 
see the raw wool dyed, carded, woven and finished into the varied 
products so essential to human comfort. The present executive per- 
sonnel iricludes John J. Geib as president and general manager; W. E. 
Kuehlthau, first vice president; Clarence B. Geib, secretary, treasurer 
and production manager; and Emil C. Gruetzmacher, superintendent. 

Characteristic of the initiative and ability of this family is the 
achievement of Charles A. Geib, brother of John J. and father of 
Clarence B. He had gone to Chicago and was employed by the Weick 
Instrument Case Company. Desiring to be in business for himself, 
he began making cases in his own home. The project developed most 
successfully, and was originally known as the Geib & Schaefer Com- 
pany and later as Geib, Inc., the largest musical instrument case 
manufacturers in the United States, with considerable export 
business. The factory, located at 1751-1759 N. Central Park Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, employs about 200 and has added to its line cases for 
portable radios and phonographs. Mr. Charles A. Geib, the founder, 
died December 16, 1920, His brother, Nicholas Y., and son, Ambrose 
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C., are now president and secretary, respectively, and own the con- 
trolling stock. 

Clarence B. Geib is now associated with his uncle, John J., as an 
officer of the corporation, production manager and designer. He was 
born in Chicago, in 1901, and attended parochial school and the De 
LaSalle Institute in that city. He also is a graduate of the Philadel- 
phia Textile School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1923 he mar- 
ried Miss Dorothy O’Neill, of Chicago, and they have six children: 
Clarence Jr., who had three years at St. Mary’s College, Winona, Min- 
nesota, is now with the U. S. Navy in the Pacific; Robert L., in navy 
V-12 at the University of Minnesota, will shortly attend Midship- 
man’s School, and expects to become commissioned ensign in Decem- 
ber, 1945; Henry T. (Harry) is at present in R.O.T.C. at Marquette 
University at Milwaukee, and will be commissioned ensign in 1946; 
Mary Louise is a student at Edgewood College, Madison; Thomas E. 
attends St. Mel’s high school at Chicago; and Carole Lee is a student 
at Holy Angels, West Bend. Mrs. Geib is the daughter of Henry T. 
and Mary (Blitsch) O’Neill. The family are members of the Catholic 
church of West Bend, and Mr. Geib also belongs to the Knights of 
Columbus. He is affiliated with the local and state Chamber of Com- 
merce, National Small Businessmen’s Association and the Wisconsin 
Manufacturers Association. . 

This great business—a strong factor in the economic life of West 
Bend—reflects much credit upon its founder, Mr. John J. Geib. His 
plans are well formulated and carried forward to successful comple- 
tion, and his record shows what can be achieved when one has the 
will to dare and to do. 

Mr. John J. Geib married Miss Minnie Gerlach, daughter of Jost 
and Katherine (Welsch) Gerlach. She is a member of the Christian 
Science church. Mr. Geib belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America. 
He still travels for his business because he enjoys keeping in touch 
with his customers. At seventy-three, he looks and acts like a man 
many years younger, with a real zest for living and energy to accom- 
plish worth while results. 

In addition to his business activities Mr. Geib served as a member 
of the county board and building committee at the time the high 
school was erected; also the Tuberculosis Sanitarium of Pewaukee. 
He holds membership in the State Chamber of Commerce-and the 
Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. 


Dr. RICHARD E. MARTIN, who dates his professional connection 
with Two Rivers from 19381, was born in Chicago, Illinois, April 2, 
1905, and is a son of Victor and Wanda (Osowski) Martin, the 
mother a native of Poland. The father, who was born in Germany, 
was a carpenter by trade and followed that business until his death, 
which occurred in 1906. His widow afterward married again, be- 
coming the wife of Anton Dumbrowski. By her first marriage she 
had a daughter, Olga, and two sons, Gene and Richard E. By her 
second marriage she became the mother of a daughter, Adele. Mr. 
and Mrs. Dumbrowski are now residents of Milwaukee. 

Doctor Martin, who was only about a year old at the time of 
his father’s death, was reared in Milwaukee, where he pursued his 
elementary education in the grade schools, passing steadily upward 
to the high school. After duly considering the broad field of busi- 
ness with its many opportunities along various lines Doctor Martin 
decided upon a professional career and enrolled as a medical student 
in Marquette University, where he pursued the regular course and 
was graduated in 1931, with the M.D. degree. He then spent a year 
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as interne in the Milwaukee County Hospital, where his training and 
experience were of a most thorough and helpful nature, qualifying 
him for further responsibilities when at the close of the year 1931 
he came to Two Rivers and opened an office in order to engage in 
the private practice of medicine and surgery. He was not long 
in gaining patients, and with the passing of time his business has 
steadily grown in volume and importance until his patronage is now 
extensive and most gratifying. He is now surgeon for several of 
the large industrial interests of the town, including the Hamilton 
Manufacturing Company and the Aluminum Goods Company. In 
this particular he measures up to every requirement, for he is not 
only familiar with all the principles of surgery, but is cool and col- 
lected in emergency, possesses a steady hand and never gives way to 
excitement, his efforts, therefore, being productive of excellent results. 

Along strictly professional lines Doctor Martin is connected with 
the Manitowoc County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical 
_ Society and the American Medical Association. His religious connec- 

tion is with St. Luke’s Catholic Church and he belongs to the Holy 
Name Society and also to the Knights of Columbus. He is likewise 
identified with the Lions Club. He finds diversion from professional 
care in golf and in fishing, both of which he greatly enjoys and in 
that way occupies his leisure moments. 

Doctor Martin was married in 1982 to Miss Catherine O’Brien, 
of Milwaukee, and a graduate in dental hygiene of Marquette Uni- 
versity. Her parents were William and Ellen O’Brien, the father 
now deceased. The three children born to Doctor and Mrs. Martin 
are: Richard William, who died at the age of five years; Grace Ellen, 
born May 21, 1934; and John Hackett, born April 29, 19389. 


JAMES DrEYo SHAW has successfully practiced at the Milwaukee 
bar for forty-six years and since 1925 has been a member of the firm 
of Shaw, Muskat & Paulsen. Their office is located at 773 North 
Broadway and their clientage has connected them with much im- 
portant litigation, especially in the field of utilities and taxes. 

A native of Jackson, Michigan, Mr. Shaw was born February 9, 
1879, and is a son of Charles and Luella (Deyo) Shaw, both of whom 
have departed this life. The mother, who was born in the State of 
New York, was of French descent. The father came of English line- 
age. He came to Milwaukee with his wife and children when James 
D. was a small boy and here the father was immigration agent with 
the Northern Pacific Railway Company for many years, while later 
he served as postmaster of Wauwatosa for several years. He died 
in 1901. 

After receiving his early educational training in the public schools 
of Jackson, Michigan, James Deyo Shaw enrolled as a student in the 
law school of the University of Wisconsin and was graduated with 
the LL.B. degree in 1899. He then began practice in the office of 
Spooner & Rosecrantz and later was a partner in the firm of Van 
Dyke, Rosecrantz, Shaw & Van Dyke. Later changes in the personnel 
of the firm led to the adoption of the style of Van Dyke, Shaw, Muskat 
& Van Dyne and the present firm of Shaw, Muskat & Paulsen was 
organized twenty years ago. They have specialized in utilities law 
and tax matters, and in this field Mr. Shaw is particularly active. For 
many years he has been an attorney for the Wisconsin Electric Power 
Company and its subsidiaries, and his knowledge of utility affairs is 
comprehensive. Mr. Shaw is known for his court pleadings and as 
an advocate is virile and forceful, while the correctness of his position 
is seldom seriously called into question. 
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In 19388 Mr. Shaw married Dorothy Durbin, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Durbin, the former a 
pioneer art merchant of Milwaukee. Mrs. Shaw has been very active 
in the Anti-Tuberculosis Association. Mr. Shaw is well known in 
Masonic circles with membership in Wauwatosa Lodge No. 367, 
F.&A.M., while in the Wisconsin Consistory he has received the 
thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He also belongs to Tripoli 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., and his name is on the membership roster of 
the Wisconsin and Milwaukee clubs. 


EDWARD W. LYNCH, librarian of the Public Library of Waukesha, 
was appointed to this position in February, 1942, after eleven years 
of previous connection with the institution. A native son of Wiscon- 
sin, he was born in Washington County, December 16, 1909, and was 
a lad of eleven years when he accompanied his parents on their re- 
moval to Waukesha in 1920. Here he continued his education in the 
public schools, after which he was a student in Carroll College until 
graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the class 
of 1936. He was also a student in the Library School of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin in the scholastic year of 1937-388. 

On the 11th of November, 1939, Mr. Lynch married Margaret Mc- 
Laughlin. In the meantime he had become closely identified with 
the Waukesha Public Library, of which he was made a page in 1931, 
and after serving in that capacity for a time he was advanced to the 
position of assistant librarian, thus continuing until February, 1942, 
when he was advanced, meritoriously, to the position of librarian. 

Mr. Lynch’s long connection with the Library, his thorough train- 
ing for the work, his familiarity with its contents and his interest in 
assisting the reading public in the selection of books, are elements in 
his efficiency and success. He has contributed largely to the develop- 
ment of the Library during the twelve years of his active connection 
therewith. The Library had its beginning in the activities of the 
members of the Beacon Lights Club, a women’s organization that 
called a meeting in 1896 that was attended by representatives of all 
the women’s clubs of the city to formulate a plan for the establish- 
ment of a library. Mrs. W. F. Whitney was chosen president, with 
Mrs. Eugene Sweeney as secretary of a temporary organization. 
Books were donated and in May, 1896, were placed in the home of 
Miss Fanny Ells at 108 Carroll Street, she to act as librarian. The 
first board of trustees included Mrs. W. F. Whitney as president; 
Mrs. D. J. Hemlock, vice president; Mrs. A. F. Warden, treasurer, 
and Dr. Maybelle M. Park as secretary, together with Mesdames B. F. 
Seeley, A. W. Robinson, Eugene Sweeney and Ida James. A dollar 
was designated as the sum for annual dues. 

In March, 1897, a removal of the six hundred books that had been 
accumulated was made to 1385 Broadway. The annual dues were sup- 
plemented by funds raised from entertainments given by the women 
and at various times donations were received. In 1900, at a meeting 
of the city council, A. J. Dopp proposed that the city should be finan- 
cially responsible for the Library and an appropriation of one thou- 
sand dollars a year was voted for this purpose. In 1901 the books 
were removed to the Columbus block, but the subject of erecting a 
permanent home was already being discussed. H. O. Osborne con- 
ceived the idea of having medals struck from the first sheet of steel 
rolled in Waukesha and selling them not only to Waukesha residents 
but to people of prominence all over the country. The idea was car- 
ried out and brought a very substantial return. In July, 1901, 
Andrew Carnegie was approached as to the matter of giving Wauke- 
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sha a library building, with the result that $15,000 was donated by 
him on the basis of two dollars per capita of population, the city 
guaranteeing an annual appropriation of $1,500. 

The same year the American Library Association held its annual 
meeting in Waukesha and it was at that time that the section for 
children’s libraries was organized. In 1926 the Association pre- 
sented the Waukesha Library with one of its two remaining copies of 
the proceedings of that meeting. It was in 1915 that the Ideal Club 
established the boys’ and girls’ room in the Library and it was sup- 
ported by that organization until December, 1918, when it was taken 
over by the board of trustees, becoming a department of the Library. 

The Library building was dedicated January 6, 1904, and since 
then the Library has steadily expanded in the number of volumes 
owned and in the number of patrons. ‘Today there are 32,000 vol- 
umes, including all entertaining and reference reading, and valuable 
aid is extended by the librarian to those who are seeking information 
-along given lines. He also uses his influence in making selection for 
the younger readers, endeavoring to stimulate in them an interest in 
the best literature and promote a growing taste for the best writings 
of all eras. 

The Library has been fortunate in the personnel of those in 
charge. Miss Fanny Ells, who pioneered in the work, was followed 
by Miss Winifred Batchelor, and in turn came Claire Shadall, Ger- 
trude Aiken, Mary Corson, Dorothy Smith and Eva Landis, while in 
1942 Edward W. Lynch took over and the spirit of enterprise and 
progress continues under his direction with results that make the 
Library one ot the outstanding and valued features of the town, be- 
ing at all times a stimulus to its cultural and intellectual progress. 


JoHN Z. MEANS has been identified with the business interests 
of Manitowoc since 1939, when he became resident manager here for 
the Eddy Paper Corporation. He was born at Pecos, Texas, and five 
generations of the family are native Texans. In his veins flow the 
mingled strains of the blood of Scotch, English and Irish ancestors. 
His grandparents in the paternal line were John Z. and Exa (Gay) 
Means, the latter of English lineage. Their son, Sam F. Means, and 
the father of him whose name introduces this record, was also born 
in Texas, where most of the family have been ranchers and where 
he still owns and operates a large ranch. He married Dora Collings, 
a daughter of E. L. and Kathryn (Beall) Collings, the latter of Scotch 
descent. Mr. Collings was a merchant and also an extensive land- 
owner, and was recognized as one of the leading and prominent 
citizens of the Pecos area of Texas. Unto Sam F. and Dora (Collings) 
Means were born two daughters and a son: Exa Kathryn, who is a 
graduate of Simmons University and is now the wife of George 
Shale, a resident of Grant County, New Mexico; John Z.; and Doro- 
thy Edwina, who is a graduate of the University of Michigan and 
of Baylor University at Waco, Texas. 

After mastering the work of the grades and of the high school 
at El Paso, Texas, John Z. Means attended Simmons University and 
later continued his education in the University of Arizona. He joined 
the Eddy Paper Corporation in. 1934, entering upon an apprentice- 
ship at the plant in Rockford, Illinois. Determined purpose and a 
laudable ambition enabled him to work his way steadily upward and 
after various promotions through a five year period he was sent to 
Manitowoc in 1939 to take over the duties of resident manager for 
the company in this city, where he now has supervision over eighty 
employes. He understands the various phases of the business so 
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that he is able to wisely direct the labors of those under him, and 
that he has been continued here for more than five years is unmis- 
takable proof of his fidelity to the interests he represents and a 
recognition of his ability and loyalty on the part of the company. 

Mr. Means is now serving as chairman of the county salvage di- 
vision in the defense setup. He was formerly an officer with the Re- 
serves, having been a member of the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
while in college. He also became a member of the Scabbard and 
Blade, an honorary military fraternity, and he belongs to the Kappa 
Sigma fraternity. His lodge connection is with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and his name is likewise on the member- 
ship roll of the Rotary Club and the Lakeside Country Club. He is 
a civic minded man, interested in the welfare of his community, 
and he has made many friends during his residence in Manitowoc. 

Mr. Means married Margaret Haines, of Rockford, Illinois, a 
daughter of Anthony and Elizabeth (Schuster) Haines. She was 
a student at the University of Arizona. The children of this mar- 
riage are: Priscilla Kathryn, born November 8, 1939, and John Z., 
born January 18, 1943. 


ALVIN G. BRENDEMUEHL opened a law office in Oconomowoc in 
1920, where he has since engaged in practice and is now serving as 
municipal judge. He was born in Lebanon, Wisconsin, September 
1, 1892. The family was founded in Wisconsin by his grandparents, 
Gotthilf and Fredericka (Gaulke) Brendemuehl, who were natives 
of Germany and on coming to the United States settled on a farm 
near Lebanon, Wisconsin. Their son, Julius Brendemuehl, who was 
a little child when his parents brought the family to this state, also 
took up the occupation of farming as his life work. He is now 
living at the age of eighty-two. He married Amanda Krauss, who 
is deceased. She was a daughter of Conrad Krauss, whose wife was 
of the German nobility, and on leaving Germany they, too, made their 
way to the Lebanon district and took up their abode on a farm. 
Two children blessed the union of Julius and Amanda (Krauss) 
Brendemuehl. They are Alvin G. and Elizabeth, the latter now the 
wife of Forest D. Gunderson. 

After completing his work in the grades and high school at 
Watertown, Wisconsin, Alvin G. Brendemuehl took up the study of 
law in the University of Wisconsin, where he won his LL.B. degree 
in 1920. In the meantime he had enlisted for service in the first 
World War, being with the Reserve Officers at Fort Sheridan as a 
member of the Eighty-sixth Division and after the signing of the 
Armistice he resumed his studies at the University. Following the 
completion of his law course he began his practice in Oconomowoc, 
and has since been an active and progressive member of the bar there. 
In addition to his private practice he has served as justice of the 
peace and as city attorney and is now municipal judge. His decisions 
are fair and impartial and show his thorough understanding of 
the legal principles that bear upon the cases that come before him. 

Judge Brendemuehl is recognized as a_public-spirited citizen, 
always interested in matters of public concern, and he is now serving 
as government appeal agent. He finds time for local projects as 
well, in addition to the fact that his law practice is an extensive 
one. He is a director of the bank at Ashippun, a director and the treas- 
urer of the Citizens Loan Company of Oconomowoc and a director of 
the Oconomowoc Building & Loan Association. 

Mr. Brendemuehl belongs to the Waukesha County Bar Associa- 
tion and the Wisconsin State Bar Association, and aside from pro- 
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fessional interests he has membership in the American Legion, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Kiwanis Club, while his religious 
belief is indicated in his membership in Our Saviour’s English Luth- 
eran Church. 

Judge Brendemuehl married Merle C. Holverson, of Ashippun, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Martin and Inger (Nelson) Holverson, 
who are of Norwegian descent. Mrs. Brendemuehl attended the 
Hartford, Wisconsin, high school and the Milwaukee Normal School 
and engaged in teaching prior to her marriage. She is a member of 
the National Woman’s Missionary Federation. Her father, Martin 
Holverson, was born near Ashippun, the son of Ole and Mary Holver- 
son. On their farm Martin Holverson married Inger Nelson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nels Olson, natives of Norway. The Hol- 
versons were from Norway also. Inger Nelson came to the United 
States at the age of eighteen, settled at Ashippun, where she shortly 
afterward married Martin Holverson. Mr. and Mrs. Brendemuehl 


.- have two children, a son and daughter, Curtis and Virginia. Curtis 


left St. Olaf College to enlist. He is now a member of the Seventy- 
sixth Division, assigned to General Patton’s Third Army in the 
intelligence and reconnoissance department. Virginia is also a grad- 
uate of the Oconomowoc high school and of the music department 
of St. Olaf’s College. She is now a vocal teacher at Watertown, Wis- 
consin, high school. 


BRADNER FRANK BORESON, actively engaged in the practice of law 
in Fond du Lac since 1918, is senior partner in the firm of Boreson & 
Manis, largely specializing in probate matters. With the passing 
years he has won a large clientele whereby he has been connected with 
much important activity in the legal field. 

Born in Beloit, Wisconsin, October 20, 1891, B. F. Boreson is a 
son of Peter and Emma (Hanson) Boreson, both of whom were natives 
of Norway, whence they came to this country as young people, settling 
in Beloit, where Mr. Boreson worked for the Fairbanks-Morse Com- 
pany. The grade and high schools of Beloit furnished B. Frank Bore- 
son his early educational opportunities and later he spent two years 
as a student in Beloit College before entering the law school of the 
University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated with the class of 
1918. During the summer vacation periods he was employed by the 
Fairbanks-Morse Company and thus provided the funds necessary for 
his tuition and other college expenses, all of which was indicative of 
his determined spirit. 

In the year in which he completed his course he entered the Officers 
Training School at Camp Grant near Rockford, Illinois, where he was 
in training for a number of months and became a member of the First 
Battalion of the Officers Training Corps, with which he was serving 
when he received his discharge in December, 1918, hostilities having 
been concluded. Coming to Fond du Lac, he then entered upon the 
practice of his profession and was then a member of the firm of Fel- 
lenz & Boreson and later Fellenz, Boreson & Worthing from 1922 until 
1939, when he took up his present connection as senior partner of the 
law firm of Boreson & Manis. He continues in the general practice 
of law but probate matters claim much of his attention and few men 
are more thoroughly versed in the work of the Probate Court. He 
has also entered the commercial field as vice president of the Wright 
Brothers Paper Company and as vice president of the Blue Bird 
Bakery, both important and successfully operated business enterprises 
OL.tHis City. 
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Mr. Boreson formerly served as president of the Fond du Lac 
County Bar Association ; was chairman of the Republican county com- 
mittee for four years; has been public administrator of Fond du Lac 
since 1929 and has served as commander of the American Legion post. 
He was also president of the organization, The Fond du Lae Shrine 
Club, during its period of greatest activity and he is now orator and 
ambassador for the potentate of the Fox River Valley of Tripoli Tem- 
ple, A.A.O.N.M.S., in Milwaukee. In this alone he now remains active 
because of the pressure and demands of his professional interests. 
~ In August, 1922, Mr. Boreson was married in Waukegan, Illinois, 
to Alexa Lehner, and they have one daughter, BettyLou, now studying 
in the University of Wisconsin. 


JOSEPH DURAND PATTON, prominent in the business circles of 
Milwaukee, is the president of the O’Neil Duro Company, manufac- 
turers of paint, enamel and lacquers at 2156 South Fourth Street, 
and throughout his entire life has been associated with this line of 
business. He was born in Milwaukee, April 29, 1900, and is a son 
of Ludington and Florence (Durand) Patton, while his ancestral 
line is traced back to George Patton, who was born in Strabane, Ire- 
land, and became the founder of the family in the new world, settling 
in Pennsylvania in 1802. 

James Edward Patton, the father of Ludington Patton and the 
grandfather of Joseph D. Patton, was born in 1832 and died in 1904. 
Coming to Milwaukee in pioneer times, he was engaged in paint 
manufacturing under the name of James E. Patton & Company, 
which later became the Patton Paint Company, controlling one of 
the largest enterprises of the kind in this section of the country. He 
married Sarah E, Ludington, a daughter of Hon. Harrison Ludington, 
who was ua man of considerable means when he came to Milwaukee 
jn 1838. This was soon after the widespread financial panic of 1837, 
and he did much to restore confidence in the future of Milwaukee. 
He pioneered as a lumber merchant here, and as the result of his 
industry and ability became a man of wealth. In manner he was 
hearty and cordial, becoming a general favorite, and was widely 
known as “Bluff Old Hal.” Three times he was chosen to serve as 
Milwaukee’s mayor and in 1875 was elected governor, serving as Wis- 
consin’s chief executive until 1878. He was instrumental in placing 
the city fire department on a substantial basis by increasing the fire- 
men’s pay and requiring their full time service. In the early days of 
his residence in Milwaukee he was a member of the popular and suc- 
cessful mercantile firm of Lewis, Ludington & Burchard, which pur- 
chased the Solomon Juneau corner at East Water and Wisconsin 
streets, carrying on a general mercantile trade until 1851, when they 
concentrated on lumber. He died in June, 1891, after having made 
valuable contribution to the material and political advancement of 
the state. . 

Ludington Patton, son of James Edward and Sarah E. (Luding- 
ton) Patton, was born in Milwaukee in 1871 and after acquiring a 
public school education here entered his father’s business, being then 
seventeen years of age. He readily mastered the tasks assigned him 
and served as general sales manager, treasurer and secretary before 
becoming vice president of the firm of James E. Patton & Company. 
When the business was reorganized under the name of the Patton 
Paint Company he continued as vice president of the new corpora- 
tion. He served as president and as vice president of the Paint Man- 
ufacturers Association of the United States and belonged to the 
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National Varnish & Paint Association. He had membership in St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, of which he served as vestryman, taking 
active part in the church work. He was married in Lake Forest, 
Illinois, October 29, 1896, to Florence Durand, daughter of Joseph B. 
Durand. He was deeply interested in the welfare of his employes, 
whom he organized into a self-governing body in 1909, and he was 
one of the first in the paint industry to adopt the plan of profit- 
sharing and investment for employes. In addition to the paint busi- 
ness he was chairman of the board of the Ditzler Color Company of 
Detroit, was vice president and a director of the Wisconsin Securities 
Company, a director of the First Wisconsin National Bank, a direc- 
tor of the First Wisconsin Trust Company and president of the 
American Tung Oil Company of Washington, D.C., doing much 
toward the introduction of the tung trees into America to increase 
the supply of vegetable oil in this country. He traveled extensively 
over this country and Europe, and he was very fond of fox hunting, 
swimming, golf and horseback riding. He belonged to the Middle- 
burg Hunt Club of Middleburg, Virginia, where he maintained Har- 
wood Farm for his stable of hunters and was also owner of Twin 
Elms Farm on the Dean Road, River Hills, Milwaukee County. For 
four terms he was president of the Milwaukee Country Club, during 
which time the club house was built, and he was the founder of the 
Milwaukee Hunt Club and a member of various other leading clubs 
of the city. He also aided in founding the Milwaukee Country Day 
School, and was president of its board of trustees. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Ludington Patton were: Florence, 
now Mrs. W. Norman Fitzgerald Jr.; Joseph D.; and Lieutenant 
Ludington Patton II], who is now a member of the army. — 

Joseph D. Patton is of the third generation of the family to 
engage in the paint business in Milwaukee, thus following in the 
footsteps of his father and grandfather. His early education was 
largely acquired under private tutors and later he attended the 
Riverside high school. At the time of the first World War he en- 
listed for military service and was at Camp Wheeler, Macon, Geor- 
gia, when the Armistice was signed. He atterward spent a year 
in study at Yale University and then began his business life with 
the paint division of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, with which 
he remained for seventeen years. He had previously studied chem- 
istry and had secured practical experience with the Patton Paint 
Company, which merged with the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company. 
He served for a time with the latter corporation in the accounting 
department and after filling various other positions reached the 
place of assistant vice president in 1934. It was in 1937 that he 
became connected with the O’Neil Duro Company as president and 
manager. This business was established in 1892 by George F..O’Neil, 
under the name of the O’Neil Oil & Paint Company, Inc., and the 
chairman of the board is Mr. O’Neil, the founder, who is now past 
his eightieth year. This is one of the important business interests 
of Milwaukee, Mr. Patton serving as its chief executive officer for 
the past seven years, directing the management and conduct of the 
business. The firm has membership in the National Paint, Varnish 
and Lacquer Association, and is justifiably proud of a trophy 
awarded to them in the no-accident contests of 1988, 1939, 1940, 
1941 and 1942, this award being bestowed in recognition of the 
achievement in safety of the management and employes. 

Mr. Patton is a member of the University Club and the Milwau- 
kee Country Club and he belongs to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, but 
lately the family have been attending the services held in the Fox 
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Point meeting house. The country home of the family is on Dean 
Road at River Hills in Milwaukee County. 

It was on the 17th of November, 1926, that Mr. Patton married 
Constance Mariner, a native of Milwaukee and a daughter of John 
W. and Mary (Antisdel) Mariner, the latter still living in Milwau- 
kee, where she was born. The father, who was born in this city, 
February 8, 1868, died here June 25, 1930. His birthplace was the 
old Solomon Juneau residence at the corner of Milwaukee and Juneau 
avenues, and for several years after the Mariners took up their 
abode there the Indians returned to seek their old friend, Mr. Juneau. 
Mr. Mariner was a son of Ephraim and Lucinda Watkins Mariner 
and a grandson of Miles and Millicent (Feele) Mariner. The family 
is of French descent, the first American ancestor coming from France 
to this country in 1765, settling in Connecticut. John Watkins Mar- 
iner was graduated in 1891 from Harvard University, where he was 
a member of the football team and of the Hasty Pudding Club, serv- 
ing as manager of the former. He also belonged to Alpha Delta Phi 
and Delta Kappa Epsilon. After his return to Milwaukee he began 
reading law in his father’s office in order to acquaint himself with 
the law regarding landlords and tenants and with other subjects 
connected with real estate and with water power business. He long 
filled the office of president of the Green Bay & Mississippi Canal 
Company, with headquarters in Appleton, Wisconsin. In 1920 he 
founded and became president of the Mariner Realty Company, own- 
ers of valuable downtown properties, including the northwest corner 
of Sixth and Wisconsin Avenue, where stands the twenty-two story 
Tower building and which has been leased for ninety-nine years. 
One of the early investments of the family was in what became 
known as the Mariner farm on Oakland Avenue, a part of which is 
now occupied by the Columbia Hospital and the Milwaukee Univer- 
sity School. Mr. Mariner’s father was the owner of a valuable and 
large collection of law books on taxes and real estate law, which 
in 1927 was presented to Marquette University by his son, John W. 
Mariner. He also gave the University a collection of very fine 
steel engravings of the justices of the Supreme Court. John W. Mar- 
iner was one of the first to take up the game of golf in Milwaukee 
and was one of the organizers of the Milwaukee Country Club, of 
which his brother was the first president. In the early days he was 
interested in sailing on Lake Michigan and the smaller lakes and 
he designed and built several iceboats. He generously contributed 
to many public and private philanthropies and with J. I. Friend 
established Columbia Hospital, of which he was president for many 
years. He served as Wisconsin chairman of the American Protective 
League and worked with the Navy Intelligence Department. He 
had membership in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, was a member and 
president of the Harvard Club of Milwaukee, was for many years 
president of the Milwaukee Club and belonged to the University, 
Milwaukee Country, Oconomowoc Country clubs and the Midwick 
Club of California. He was a collector of fine etchings, both antique 
and modern, and he was a man of many sterling characteristics. His 
daughter, Mrs. Patton, was instructed by private teachers, attended 
the Lake School for Girls in Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Downer 
Seminary and Miss Master’s School at Dobbs Ferry, New York. Mr. 
and Mrs. Patton have three children: Polly Antisdel, born in 1928, 
and now attending Rosemary Hall in Greenwich, Connecticut; John 
Mariner, who was born in 1932 and is a pupil in the Milwaukee 
Country Day School; and Joseph Durand Jr., who was born in 19384 
and is attending the same school as his brother. Mr. Patton, while 
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in college, was interested in all athletic sports—football, basketball, 
baseball, track, hockey and golf, and these are still his recreational 
hobbies. 


Dr. ALFRED P, ZLATNIK, physician and surgeon of Two Rivers, 
where he has practiced for twenty years, having opened an office here 
in 19238, is a native son of the city in which he makes his home. He 
was born September 19, 1897, his parents being Peter and Catherine 
(Meisner) Zlatnik, the latter a native of Chicago. The father, who 
was born in Bohemia, was only a year old when brought by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Zlatnik, to the United States. They 
made their way first to Kewaunee, Wisconsin, where the Doctor’s 
grandfather worked in a pail factory. Peter Zlatnik became a ma- 
chinist and followed that trade for many years. ‘To him and his wife 
were born two children, the daughter being Vlasta Zlatnik. 

Doctor Zlatnik, who is the elder, was reared in Two Rivers and 


‘attended the public schools until he had completed the high school 


course. Later he enrolled as a student in Marquette University, where 
he received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1920, after which he 
continued as a medical student until his professional degree was 
conferred on him in 1922. He made his initial step in his chosen 
calling as an interne in the Milwaukee County Hospital, with which 
he was associated for a year, after which he returned to Two Rivers, 
where he has since devoted his attention to general practice, although 
specializing to some extent in surgery. He particularly likes the sur- 
gical branch of professional service and is skillful in that field. His 
work on the whole has been highly satisfactory to his patients, the 
number of whom is constantly increasing. He is now serving as 
city health officer; is an assistant surgeon of the Public Health Serv- 
ice; 1s chief of the Emergency Medical Unit of Manitowoc County; 
is surgical consultant of the Maple Crest Sanitarium and is surgeon 
for several local industrial concerns. 

Doctor Zlatnik is well versed in all branches of professional work, 
keeping in touch with the advancement of the times through the pro- 
ceedings of the Manitowoc County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. He 
likewise has membership in the American College of Surgeons and 
is thus abreast of the modern scientific methods of surgery. His 
membership connections also include the American Legion, for during 
the first World War he was connected with the medical unit of the 
Student Army Training Corps of Marquette University. 

Doctor Zlatnik was united in marriage to Miss Florence Calkins, 
of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, who is a graduate of the School of Nurs- 
ing of the Milwaukee County Hospital. They have three sons and a 
daughter: Alfred W., who was born June 5, 1925; Philip, born March 
15, 1929; Maryanne, born August 1, 1931; and Frank, born Novem- 
ber 1, 1940. : 


THE ALGOMA PUBLIC LIBRARY, which has enjoyed a steady develop- 
ment for more than twenty-four years, had its beginning in the forma- 
tion of a library association in 1921 with the idea of promoting a 
library for the community. It was August, but deep interest in the 
project was shown by Mrs. Fred Leischow and Mrs. C. A. Lidral, who 
made a house to house canvass in an effort to secure memberships at 
one dollar each. Thus the Algoma Public Library came into existence 
and was opened to the public on September 1, 1921. 

The first board of directors consisted of James McGowan, city 
mayor; R. B. Thiel, high school principal; Mrs. James Fluck; Mrs. 
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L. M. Kohlbeck; Mrs. C. A. Lidral, while Mrs. Fred Leischow became 
the first librarian. The library was opened in two corner rooms above 
the Bank of Algoma and the total number of books was 323, of which 
27 were for children. By the end of the year there were 803 volumes, 
of which 657 were for adult readers and 146 for children. Borrowers 
had to wait their turn, especially for children’s books. 

The expenses of the library were met by donations, public benefits 
and help from the city council until 1923, when the city assumed the 
payment of all bills up to one thousand dollars. In 1924 a removal 
was made to a large room in the city hall. In 1925 Mrs. Leischow 
resigned as librarian and was succeeded by Mrs. Martin Schaida, who 
occupied the position until June, 1934. Following her resignation 
Mrs. Dal Ackerman took over the work and still fills the position of 
librarian. 

Members of the library board since 1921, for varying lengths of 
service, have been Walter Knospe, Charles Cmejla, Fred Leischow, 
Ruth Jacquish, Katherine Rhodes, Adele Lange, Myrtle Jensen, Flor- 
ence Wickersham, Arthur Lehmkuhl, Emil Faith, F. F. Schlosser, R. 
C. Bach, H. H. Heidmann, H. C. Spear, Erwin Lohrey, Werner Moe- 
genberg, Joseph Bertram, Henry Muench and Mrs. L. M. Kohlbeck. 
The present board of directors consists of F. A. White, president; Mrs. 
James Fluck, secretary; Miss Martha Kellogg, Mrs. C. A. Lidral, Sid 
Knudson and Clem Groessl. Two library board members, Mrs. James 
Fluck and Mrs. C. A. Lidral, have served continuously since the library 
was organized. 

The total number of volumes owned is 7,185, of which 1,570 are 
children’s books. The circulation in 1944 was 31,099, almost a third 
of which were loaned to children. The library had 1,354 active bor- 
rowers in 1944, of which number 476 live outside the city. 

The present city appropriation for the work is $2,300 annually. 
The Algoma Public Library now occupies the entire second floor of 
the recently purchased City Hall, which was formerly the Bank of 
Algoma, so that the library is now back in the building in which it 
started twenty-four years ago. It is a busy place with modern equip- 
ment and a book stock which has increased more than eight hundred 
per cent since the first year of its existence. 


KARL A. RATZSCH, a prominent restauranteur of Milwaukee, is 
now owner of the company operating under the name of Kar] Ratzsch 
Company, one of the city’s outstanding establishments of this char- 
acter. He was born in Germany, just outside of Berlin, February 
24, 1890, a son of a school principal. 

Liberal educational advantages were accorded Karl A. Ratzsch, 
who prepared for teaching and who rendered five years’ military 
service to his country before crossing the Atlantic in 1914. He made 
his way directly to Milwaukee, where he was first employed in the 
Otto Herrmann restaurant, one of the outstanding landmarks of the 
city. Later he established a business of his own at 310 Third Street 
and in 1926 he purchased an interest in the Herrmann restaurant, in 
which he had formerly been an employe. At this time he was chosen 
president and manager. 

In 1924 Mr. Ratzsch married Miss Helene Herrmann, the adopted 
daughter of Otto Herrmann, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work. 
Mrs. Ratzsch was brought up in the restaurant business and has been 
the active associate and partner of her husband in carrying on the 
enterprise, acting as bookkeeper, buyer, hostess, supervising the 
menus and planning the decorations, for which the restaurant is 
famous. Its rare continental furnishings, its fine china and glassware 
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have made it one of the show places of the city. It is a replica of old 
and fine wine restaurants of Europe and contains a notable collection 
of steins, hammered brass and goblets of finest crystal, collected from 
all over the world. Its guest book contains the names of celebrities 
from all over the world, including England, Spain, Japan, Poland, 
New Zealand, the Netherlands, Italy, Australia and Canada, together 
with the names of many of Hollywood’s famous stars, and in every 
way this fine restaurant merits the worldwide reputation which is 
accorded it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ratzsch have two children. Karl Jr., nineteen 
years of age, is a graduate of the Milwaukee Country Day School and 
_ of St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin, and is now 

serving with the field artillery of the Fifteenth Army, known as the 
Phantom Brigade, and has been on active duty in Germany. He is a 
linguist, fluently speaking four langages, and it is his desire on his 
return to become a chef. The daughter, Gloria, attended the Milwau- 
kee University School and seems to have inherited her mother’s love 
of art, possessing now a very large collection of perfume bottles and 
souvenir spoons. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ratzsch are active in civic affairs, taking a 
helpful part in the Red Cross work and war bond drives. He is a 
member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Ozaukee Country 
Club. He is a director of the Wisconsin Restaurant Association. His 
wife is a member of the Art Institute, the Milwaukee Garden Club and 
was one of the organizers and a charter member of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Restaurant Association. She is well known as a 
collector of antique jewelry, as well as of steins, crystal and brass, 
and is the owner of many rare, valuable and beautiful pieces. 


Orto HERRMANN, who for many years was one of the best known 
business men in the downtown district of Milwaukee, achieved an 
international reputation as proprietor of a restaurant that for the 
excellence of its foods could scarcely be excelled anywhere. He was 
connected with cafe interests from his early youth and in his passing 
Milwaukee lost one of her best known citizens. 

Born in Germany, Mr. Herrmann ran away from home when 
only fourteen years of age and came to the United States, attracted 
by the opportunities which he had heard were to be enjoyed on this 
side of the Atlantic. In early life he was employed in restaurants, 
so that he gained thorough knowledge of the business and, carefully 
saving his earnings, he was enabled to open a restaurant of his own 
in 1906, the location being at what was then 423 East Water Street. 
His place soon became known as one that provided excellent food and 
his patronage steadily increased until the business had assumed ex- 
tensive and gratifying proportions. In this connection Mr. Herrmann 
was host to many nationally known people as well as the leading 
citizens of Milwaukee during the more than a quarter of a century 
in which he was proprietor of a cafe here. His training had been: 
thorough as he roamed over the United States and Mexico in his 
youthful days, learning the art of cooking in various cities, and in 
Chicago, when twenty-six years of age, he had become chef of the 
Boston Oyster House, one of the famous eating places of that city. 

Following his removal to Milwaukee a few years later, Mr. Herr- 
mann acted as chef and steward in the old Plankington House, con- 
tinuing in that connection until his industry, ability and economy 
had brought him sufficient capital to enable him to engage in business 
on his own account in 1906. Twenty years passed and in 1926 he 
turned his restaurant over to his son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and 
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Mrs. Karl Ratzsch. They continued the restaurant at the old location 
until 1929, when they remodeled a store, naming the new place the 
Old Heidelberg. ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Herrmann reared a foster daughter, Helene, who 
is now the wife of Karl Ratzsch, who became the successor of Mr. 
Herrmann in the restaurant business. Throughout his life Mr. Herr- 
mann manifested an active interest in German-American affairs and 
in all that pertained to the welfare and progress of his fellow country- 
men and their descendants who had become residents of Milwaukee. 
He belonged to the Deutscher and Calumet clubs, the Steuben Society, 
the Liederkranz, the Turnverein and to the Elks clubs and was popu- 
lar in these different organizations. He never regretted his youthful 
determination to seek a home in the new world, and here he found 
and utilized the opportunities which brought him to the goal of sub- 
stantial success. He was long known as a representative business 
man of Wisconsin, and deep regret was felt when he passed away 
on the 10th of July, 1931. 


FRANK L. FAWCETT. The name of Frank L. Fawcett is well 
known in various sections of the country not only because he is a 
leading Milwaukee attorney but also by reason of the active part he 
has taken in connection with college and other fraternities, for he is 
now the exalted ruler of Milwaukee Lodge No. 46. 

Born in Platteville, Grant County, Wisconsin, June 138, 1881, Mr. 
Fawcett is a son of John and Abbie (Hough) Fawcett. His father 
is a native of Stephenhouse, Westmoreland County, England, while 
the mother, who was born in Pennsylvania, was of Scotch descent. 
It was in the year 1835 that John Fawcett came to America with 
his mother, settling first in New York. He later established his home 
in Platteville, Wisconsin, where he was in the farm machinery busi- 
ness, and also took an active part in the public affairs of that sec- 
tion of the state, particularly as a worker in the ranks of the Re- 
publican party. He died Septeinber 29, 1902. To him and his wife 
were born two sons and a daughter. 

Frank L. Fawcett, pursuing his early education in the public 
schools of Platteville, advanced through the grades and completed 
the high school course, after which he attended the State Normal 
School there and during that time played football, serving as captain 
of the Normal School team. Later he enrolled as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, there preparing for the bar until graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1908. He was admitted to 
practice in the Wisconsin courts the same year and came to Mil- 
waukee, where he formed a partnership with W. Bb. Rubin, with 
whom he was thus associated until May 1, 1919, when he became 
senior partner in the firm of Fawcett & Dutcher. He had made his: 
initial step in professional circles, however, before beginning his 
preparation for the bar, having been principal of the high school at 
Cassville, Wisconsin, for a year, and at Benton, Wisconsin, for two 
years. He had worked his way through the University, serving as 
a law clerk in the oflice of Frank L. Gilbert, who was then attorney 
general, while later Mr. Fawcett was chief clerk of the State Civil 
Service Commission until his graduation. He had also been deputy 
sheriff of Grant County under his father. Since locating in Milwau- 
kee he has made continuous progress in his chosen profession, his 
law practice being now large and remunerative, connecting him with 
much important litigation, and he is also regarded as a wise and 
safe counselor. He belongs to the Milwaukee Bar Association and 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association, 
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On the Ist of May, 1915, Mr. Fawcett married Miss Mary How- 
ard, of Mauston, Wisconsin, where she was born, a daughter of 
Steven and Mary Howard, both now deceased. Mrs. Fawcett has also 
passed away, her death occurring June 15, 1942. Mr. Fawcett has a 
daughter, Mary Jane, who in 1941 became the wife of Quentin 
Johnstone, of Milwaukee, and they have one son, Quentin James, 
called Jimmy, who was born December 23, 1942. 

Since his student days Mr. Fawcett has been keenly interested 
in sports and in literature, particularly Shakespeare, and also in 
oratory. He is himself gifted along that line and his reputation as 
an orator has led to his making more speeches before civic and 
fraternal societies than perhaps any other Milwaukee attorney. While 
he was an officer in a national legal fraternity he made addresses 
in many large cities throughout the United States. He has always 
been interested in boxing and baseball and was appointed a member 
of the State Athletic Commission by Governor Heil in 1942. His 
activity in the Elks lodge has resulted in great good for the order. 
He served as state president during 1943 and in March of the follow- 
ing year was elected exalted: ruler of the Wisconsin Elks Associa- 
tion. He is also a Mason, with membership in Melody Lodge No. 2, 
F. & A.M., at Platteville, which has celebrated its centennial anni- 
versary. A century before a man had gone to Platteville on horse- 
back to install the lodge, which was done by candlelight. Mr. Faw- 
cett has membership connection with Phi Alpha Delta and has 
served as supreme justice of the fraternity, in which connection he 
presided at the initiation of President Warren G. Harding in Wash- 
ington, D.C., on which occasion various pictures were taken of the 
event in which Mr. Fawcett appears with the President, William 
Howard Taft and other dignitaries. Mr. Fawcett’s position as a 
citizen, an Elk and a friend is clearly portrayed in his Christmas 
message of 1948 to his brother Elks: 

“On this Christmas morn every Elk in the good old Badger State 
is proud to know that you form a part of one of the cleanest armies 
that Almighty God ever sent on a high and holy mission. On this hal- 
lowed day it is our fond hope and fervent prayer that He will soothe, 
sustain and guide you in this titanic struggle and in thrilling triumph 
will soon bring you back safe and sound. Then will the principles 
of ‘Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity’ be promoted and 
practiced throughout the world. Then will the prophecy sung over 
Bethlehem’s Plains ‘On earth peace, good will toward men’ come 
true.” 


WILLIAM C. BEDUHN, who has been associated for more than a 
quarter of a century with the business interests of Two Rivers, is 
equally well known because of his civic spirit. He possesses the quali- 
ties of leadership and is a man of broad vision and keen discernment 
who sees possibilities that are seemingly not apparent to others. He 
has worked long, earnestly and effectively for the public good, and 
Two Rivers owes much to his efforts. 

Mr. Beduhn was born in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, September 10, 
1891. His parents, Henry and Emma (Ganz) Beduhn, were natives 
of Germany and are now deceased. After coming to the new world 
Henry Beduhn made his way to Manitowoc and was employed at the 
plant of the Rahr Malting Company. William C. Beduhn, the eldest 
in a family of three children, attended the public schools of his native 
city, passing through successive grades to the high school. In 1905, 
when a youth of fourteen years, he began learning the furniture busi- 
ness, which he wished to know in every particular and detail, and to 
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this end he was associated for a time with the C. W. Frazer Com- 
pany, upholsterers, in order that he might acquaint himself with that 
phase of the business. At length he felt qualified to carry on a busi- 
ness of his own and opened a furniture store on South Tenth Street 
in Manitowoc in 1917. He there remained for a year and a half, 
when, seeing a better opening at Two Rivers, he removed his stock 
to this city in 1918 and has since carried on business. He erected his 
present modern building on Eighteenth Street in 1925 and completed 
the structure in 1986. He has the finest showroom on the eastern lake 
shore north of Milwaukee, and here he has carried a complete line 
of rugs in addition to a large and carefully selected stock of furni- 
ture. He also sold the first radio cabinets in this section. In 1916 
he to6ok a course in embalming and was licensed the same year as an 
embalmer and funeral director. His funeral equipment is the best 
that money can buy. He has a private ambulance in addition to the 
hearse and funeral cars and his chapel is everything that a funeral 
home should be, beautifully furnished and equipped with soft lights 
and subdued coloring, all tastefully arranged to give the highest de- 
gree of service in that line. Mr. Beduhn is still continuing in the under- 
taking business, in which he is accorded a merited patronage, but 
he has recently announced his intention of discontinuing his furniture 
store, saying “it is no longer possible for me to obtain the quality of 
furniture that I have been selling through the twenty-five years in 
which I have engaged in business here,” and he is not content to put 
on the market the inferior furniture that is now being manufactured 
because of a lack of pre-war materials. He was the first funeral di- 
rector on the north shore, above Milwaukee, to erect a funeral home 
of the modern design, and he has ever been actuated by a most pro- 
gressive spirit in all that he has undertaken. Other business interests 
have also profited by his cooperation and sound judgment. He was 
one of the founders of the Two Rivers Building & Loan Association, 
of which he is a charter member, and he was secretary of the Two 
Rivers Municipal Hospital Building corporation when the organiza- 
tion held its first meeting. He belongs to the National Fox River and 
Lake Shore Funeral Association and also to the National and State 
Furniture associations. 

Mr. Beduhn is recognized as a most civic-minded man and his con- 
tribution to the improvement and upbuilding of Two Rivers has been 
considerable. He has been one of the most active workers in the Com- 
munity Club and has three times been elected its president. While 
acting in that capacity some years ago he was instrumental in having 
the club sponsor the annual summer band concerts which are held in 
the park and which are now supported by the city. He became a 
charter member of the Lions Club and was its president in 1934. He 
belongs to the Lutheran church and became the first president of the 
reorganized Lutheran Men’s Club. He took an active part in building 
the City Hospital. No good work done in the name of charity or re- 
ligion seeks his aid in vain, his efforts proving a vital force in many 
movements for the general good. He is now on the bond selling com- 
mittee and aids in all movements to further defense. By nature he is 
kindly and sympathetic, and is continually reaching out a helping 
hand to a fellow traveler on life’s journey. The cause of public educa- 
tion has ever found in him a stalwart champion and he has served on 
the board of the Two Rivers schools. 

Mr. Beduhn has always been most pleasantly situated in his home 
life. He married Ina Holsen, of Manitowoc, a daughter of Anton 
Holsen. She attended high school in Manitowoc. The three daughters 
of this marriage are Marjory, Marie and Jean. The first named, 
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born February 7, 1922, is now a student in the University of Wiscon- 
sin. Marie was born November 25, 1928, and Jeau, on the 38rd of 
January, 1934. 


FRANK W. CosGROVE. Determined effort and laudable ambition 
have carried Frank W. Cosgrove to the creditable position which he 
occupies as a member of the Fond du Lac bar. One by one he has 
overcome difficulties and obstacles in his path, gaining thereby the 
strength and courage to proceed further along the way to success 
until today his professional attainments are recognized by his con- 
temporaries and his colleagues, as well as by the general public. 

Frank W. Cosgrove was born in Ironwood, Michigan, in 1895. His 


* grandfather, Patrick Cosgrove, a native of Ireland, and the progenitor 


of the family in the new world, settled first in Vermont but afterward 
sought the opportunities offered in the rapidly developing West, be- 
coming one of the pioneer farmers of the town of Mitchell in Sheboy- 
gan County, Wisconsin. There his son, William Cosgrove, was born 
in 1850 and in young manhood he went to Michigan, where he secured 
employment in the lumber and mining regions. He returned to Fond 
du Lae County, Wisconsin, however, to marry Ellen O’Brien, a 
daughter of John O’Brien, who was born in Ireland and settled in the 
town of Osceola, Fond du Lac County, in the late 1840s, there devoting 
his attention to the tilling of the soil. William and Ellen (O’Brien) 
Cosgrove began their married life in Michigan. He was a skilled me- 
chanic and for several years filled the position of superintendent of the 
waterworks in Ironwood, but in 1895, because of impaired health, he 
removed to Chicago. In 1900 he came to Fond du Lac and until 1913 
was employed as scaler in a lumber yard and grader for a paving com- 
pany. After thirteen years devoted to that work he retired from 
business and spent his remaining days in the enjoyment of a well 
earned rest, his death occurring in Fond du Lac in 1923. His wife 
survived him until 1937 and reached the age of seventy-seven years. 
They were the parents of thirteen children, six of whom reached 
maturity, the eldest son being Edward Cosgrove, a retired city detec- 
tive, while Frank W. Cosgrove is the youngest son of the family. 

The last named was but five years of age when the family home 
was established in Fond du Lac, where he attended the Union and 
Jefferson schools and was graduated from high school. While in high 
school he played football, basket ball, participated in the activities of 
the debating teams and was president of his class. In 1914 he entered 
the employ of the Wisconsin Power & Light Company as storekeeper, 
but he was ambitious to gain a college education and in 1916 enrolled 
at the University of Wisconsin. He was made secretary-treasurer of 
the freshman class and took part in debate, representing the school in 
the Wisconsin-Michigan debate in 1917, on which occasion the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin was the winner. 

In the same year Mr. Cosgrove joined the United States Army as 
a private of the Three Hundred and Thirty-first Field Artillery of the 
Eighty-sixth Division. He had two years of military training at the 
University and was then sent to the Third Officers Training Camp, 
receiving his commission as second lieutenant in May, 1918. He was 
then sent to Camp Jackson at Columbia, South Carolina, where he 
was on duty with the military police until August, 1918, when he was 
sent to the Artillery School of Fire at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where he 
remained until he received his discharge in December of that year. 

Returning home, Mr. Cosgrove was appointed office manager of 
the Manitowoc and Northern Traction Company and the Wisconsin 
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Public Service Company, with offices in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. In 
1919 he again took up his college work with the idea of pursuing a 
medical course at the University of Wisconsin, but at the end of the 
first semester he became a lineman with the Wisconsin Power & 
Light Company. In September, 1920, he became a law student at the 
University of Wisconsin and made the ’varsity football team but in 
the Ohio-Wisconsin game he sustained a knee injury which terminated 
his athletic career. In 1922 he was chairman of the home coming 
meeting and in 1924 was the principal speaker at the pep activities 
prior to the Notre Dame game. All during his student days at the 
University he worked to pay his expenses, waiting on table, washing 
dishes, serving as night watchman at the legislative sessions of 1921 
and 1923 and working in the office of the State Board of Education. 
In 1925 Mr. Cosgrove returned to Fond du Lac and entered into 
association with the law firm of Reilly & O’Brien. On the 9th of 
August, 1927, he was admitted to the Wisconsin bar and since 1928 
has been a member of the firm of Reilly & Cosgrove. He continues 
to engage in general practice and has been identified with some of 
the outstanding criminal and negligence cases tried in the court of 
his district. He handles the evidence with precision and care, never 


loses sight of a point that strengthens his cause and always gives due 


emphasis to the major point upon which the decision of every case 
finally rests. For several years prior to 1932 Mr. Cosgrove took active 
part in the Democratic campaigns and from 1937 until 1944 he was 
a member of the-Fond du Lac police and fire commission. He belongs 
to the American Legion and to the Knights of Columbus, and of the 
latter has served as district deputy. He finds his recreational interest 
in flowers and gardening and is particularly fond of antirrhinum or 
snapdragons. 

On the 22d of April, 1931, in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Mr. 
Cosgrove married Miss Edith Perrigo, who is of French lineage and 
is now acting as her husband’s office secretary. 


ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH of Waukesha is one of the largest 
Catholic parishes in the Milwaukee archdiocese, serving fourteen hun- 
dred families, and is now under the leadership of the Rev. Joseph 
Lederer, whose work assures the continued growth of the parish, 
which had a most humble beginning when, in 1842, more than a cen- 
tury ago, the Rev. Martin Kundig celebrated the first Mass in Wau- 
kesha. He was a young missionary who came from Detroit, Michi- 
gan, when that Episcopal See included the territory of Wisconsin, to 
hold services in the home of John Gaspar on Main Street. The little 
congregation numbered only a few, but it was the beginning of what 
has grown into a strong parish. In 1843 Solomon Juneau, who later 
was Milwaukee’s first mayor, gave to the church the lots on which 
have since been erected the various church buildings. The little log 
building, probably built by Mr. Juneau and occupying the site of the 
present parish hall, was converted into a house of worship. I*rom 
1844 to 1889 St. Joseph was a mission of St. Mary’s at Franklin, and 
Mass was held once a month on Sundays here at St. Joseph. Father 
Kundig, then engaged in missionary work throughout the state, was 
succeeded by Rev. William Quinn, who remained from 1844 to 1846, 
and then by Rev. Michael McF aul from 1846 to 1847 when Father 
Kundig returned and was the first resident pastor in 1850 and zeal- 
ously labored for the upbuilding of the cause. He acquired other 
property for the church and built a small home for himself and his 
sisters, who conducted a school in the same building. The foundation 
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was laid for a new stone church, which was completed in 1848, having 
ae constructed through voluntary labor of members of the congre- 
gation. 

_ Father F. Tierney succeeded Father Kundig as pastor in 1851 and 
in 1852 the Rev. James Doyle took over the work, being followed in 
1856 by the Rev. James Morris. In 1857 Rev. John Tiernan became 
pastor and built the first parsonage. Fathers O’Neil and David then 
ministered to the parish until May, 1862, when the Rev. P. F. Pettit 
was assigned to the work and remained until 18638, when the Rev. 
John Vahey became pastor. His successor, Rev. Daniel McGinnity, 
because of ill health, remained only a few months and Rev. Joseph 
Moder was temporarily in charge until 1867, when Father Peter De 


‘Berge was assigned to the Waukesha parish, continuing until October, 


1870. His successor, Rev. Edward O’Connor, remained until Janu- 
ary, 1873, when he passed from this life, and then Father Dominic 
Thill was assigned to St. Joseph’s. He concentrated upon the estab- 
lishment of a school, which was placed under the direction of the 
Sisters of St. Agnes, of Barton, Washington County. School was held 
in a dwelling back of the church, the schoolroom being in the first 
story, while the Sisters lived upstairs. They conducted the school for 
two years. By that time the quarters were entirely inadequate and 
in 1876 the pastor went from house to house soliciting funds for a 
new school, receiving ready and generous response, so that December, 
1876, saw the completion of a new school building, containing two 
schoolrooms on the lower floor, while the second story became the 
first St. Joseph’s Parish Hall. The Notre Dame Sisters of Milwaukee 
took over the work of teaching, with an average attendance of about 
one hundred pupils. 

When Father Thill concluded his labors at St. Joseph’s he was fol- 
lowed by the Rev. John Gmeiner, who remained for three years and 
was succeeded by the Rev. W. G. Miller, who was a young priest full 
of zeal and ambition, who devoted almost his entire life to this pas- 
torate. Under his guidance the church entered upon an era of steady 
and substantial growth. He was instrumental in the erection of the 
present church, at a cost of $60,000, and in 1885 he placed the school 
in charge of the Sisters of St. Francis of Alverno. Under his guid- 
ance the old stone church was converted into the present Parish Hall; 
the new rectory was built in 1902; the new school was dedicated 
October 21, 1917, and he completed the peal of three church bells in 
1918, while in 1920 he built the new chapel and in 1926 remodeled the 
Sisters home. In 1925 Father Miller was invested with the robes of 
a domestic prelate, with the title of Monsignor, by the Rev. Arch- 
bishop Messmer. All this indicates how faithfully he had served the 
parish and what excellent results he accomplished in furthering the 
work, and when his death occurred January 6, 19380, after a pastorate 
of forty-seven years, his going was deeply regretted not only in his 
immediate parish but throughout the archdiocese. 

From Madison, in February, 1930, came the Very Rev. Dean J. A. 
Reidl, M.A., who remained until October, 1935. The parish census of 
1933 showed 4,500 members, representing 1,100 families, while the 
parish school had an enrollment of 515 pupils ander the instruction 
of eleven teachers, with Sister M. Patricia, O.S.F., B.A., as super- 
visor, and one lay teacher. Today there are about fourteen hundred 
families in the membership of the church and in the school there are 
thirteen Sister-teachers of the Holy Family order, and two lay 
teachers. 

~The present pastor of St. Joseph’s is the Very Rev. Dean Joseph 
Lederer, who at one time was a chaplain in the United States Army 
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and formerly was a professor in St. Francis Seminary in Milwaukee. 
He was connected with the Holy Redeemer parish in Madison until 
October, 1935, when he was transferred to Waukesha and has since 
been pastor of St. Joseph’s, where he has as his assistants the Rev. 
Lawrence Young and Wilfred Beres, also Rev. Francis Sutschek. One 
of his plans aside from the expansion of the parish has to do with the 
building of a Catholic high school, for he feels the need for this great 
work in Waukesha. The site for the new Catholic high school has 
been bought and paid for, all plans made and the building will be 
started when sufficient funds are in. That the work of the parish is 
thoroughly organized is indicated in the fact that it includes the Holy 
Name Society, Ladies Guild, Blessed Virgin Mary Senior Sodality, 
Childfen of Mary Sodality, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Third Order of St. Francis of Assissi, Sacred Heart League, Propa- 
gation of the Faith, St. Vincent de Paul Conference, Church Choir, 
Parent-Teachers Association, Ushers Society, Knights of Columbus, 
Columbian Squires, Catholic Order of Foresters, Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin and the Catholic Women’s Club. Rev. Joseph Lederer has 
been invested with robes of a domestic Prelate, with title of Mon- 
signor. 


ANDREW YUNDT was the founder of the Yundt family to which 
belong Michael Yundt, long an active and prominent business man 
of Waukesha, and Charles G. Yundt, active in manufacturing circles 
of Wisconsin. Andrew Yundt was born August 15, 1861, in Eck- 
wersheim, a small town near Strasbourg, Alsace, France, a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Yundt. The father was born in Eckwersheim, 
Alsace, France, about 1812 and was a French subject until 1871, 
at which time Alsace was taken over by Germany. He lived in his 
native town until his death, about 1882 or 1888. His wife was born 
in Mundelheim, Alsace, about 1820 and after her marriage lived in 
Eckwersheim until her death, about 1895. 

Their son, Andrew Yundt, continued to live in his native town until 
May, 1888, when he immigrated to the United States, accompanied 
by his family, and established his home in Chicago. He was granted 
his final certificate of naturalization on October 21, 1898, in the 
county courthouse of Cook County, Ilinois. He married Caroline 
Lobstein, who was born February 19, 1864, in Eckwersheim, Alsace, 
France, where she resided until she accompanied her husband to 
their new home in Chicago. She was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. G. Lobstein. Her father was born in Eckwersheim, Alsace, in 
August, 1816, while his wife was born in Berstedt, Alsace, August 
20, 1824. Mr. Lobstein died in July, 1893, and his wife’s death 
occurred about the same year. 

Their daughter, Mrs. Caroline (Lobstein) Yundt, died May 10, 
1901, while Andrew Yundt passed from this life in June, 1912. In 
their family was one daughter, Mrs. William Homan, of Cicero, 
Illinois, and four sons: Michael, now deceased, who is mentioned 
elsewhere in this work; Adolph E., living in Maywood, Illinois ; 
Andrew, a resident of Hillside, Illinois; and Charles G., of Waukesha,. 
Wisconsin, who is vice president and secretary of the Michael Yundt 
Company and whose record appears below. 


CHARLES G. YUNDT, vice president and secretary of the Michael 
Yundt Company of Waukesha, and thus connected with one of the 
most important productive industries of Wisconsin, was born in 
Chicago, Illinois, September 1, 1890, a son of Andrew Yundt, men- 
tioned elsewhere in this publication. Reared in his native city, he 
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attended the public schools and later pursued a business course in a 
night school. He started out in the business world in 1906 as an 
employe of the American Electrical Supply Company of Chicago, 
Illinois, a wholesale concern, where he became assistant sales man- 
ager and assistant secretary, continuing in that position until 19238. 
In that year he was made vice president and sales manager of the 
Kubec Electric Company of Chicago, remaining with that enterprise 
until 1932. 

In 1983 Charles G. Yundt left Chicago to join his brother, Michael 
Yundt, who seventeen years before had begun the manufacture of 
bottle washing and pasteurizing equipment and had developed an 
important and extensive business. It was the desire of Charles G. 
Yundt to thoroughly acquaint himself with the business in every 
particular and he was put first in the cost department while later he 
was advanced to the position of secretary and assistant treasurer. 
In all this time he was bending every effort to a mastery of the 


_business, and in 1936 he was made general manager, while in Sep- 


tember, 1942, following the death of his brother, he was made vice 
president and secretary of the Michael Yundt Company. This is an 
important manufacturing concern in this section of that state that 
has been developed with its trade connections reaching into all sections 
of this country and to many foreign lands as well. Particular atten- 
tion has always been given to the engineering and manufacturing 
departments, so that work of the highest grade is always turned out 
in the manufacture of their products, which in excellence are not 
surpassed by those of any similar concern in the land. At present 
they employ approximately four hundred and fifty persons and are 
now doing one hundred percent war work. At various times they 
have employed as high as six hundred men. The twelve years of 
his association with the enterprise has brought Charles G. Yundt a 
thorough and comprehensive knowledge of the business so that he 
was well qualified to carry on the work so ably established and pro- 
moted by his brother. 

The military chapter in the life record of Mr. Yundt covers service 
in the first World War. He entered the United States Army at Camp 
Grant, Illinois, on October 3, 1917, and later was transferred to the 
One Hundred and Thirty-first Infantry of the Thirty-third Division, 
which made such a splendid record. He was sent to France and saw 
nine months of active overseas duty, being in some of the thickest 
fighting at the front lines. He was wounded and severely gassed 
and was awarded the Purple Heart. Returning to this country, he 
received his discharge after twenty months of duty and thereafter 
maintained his residence in Chicago until 1933, when he came to 
Waukesha. He still maintains pleasant relations with his old army 
comrades through his membership in the American Legion. The 
nature of his interests outside of. business are further indicated in 
his connection with the Rotary Club, the Merrill Hills Country Club 
and the Association of Commerce, of which he was formerly a 
director. He also has membership in the Masonic fraternity, in 
which he has attained the Knight Templar degree in the York Rite, 
the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and has also become a 
Shriner and a member of the Medinah Temple of Chicago. He is a 
past master of the Cicero, Illinois, blue lodge. Religiously he is 
identified with the Lutheran church. 

On the 18th of February, 1922, Mr. Yundt married Myrtle Luther, 
of Chicago, a daughter of William and Caroline (Jensen) Luther. 
She is a member of the Eastern Star and of the Episcopal church. 
During the second World War she is active in Red Cross work and 
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is serving as a Gray Lady. Mr. and Mrs. Yundt have a son and 
daughter. Charles George Jr., born in Chicago, Illinois, February 
27, 1923, was an honor student in both high school and at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he received the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in chemical engineering in February of 1944. While in high 
school he received a plaque for meritorious work in science. He is 
now a chemical engineer for the Shell Oil Company at Wood River, 
Illinois. The daughter, June Carol, born in Chicago, June 13, 1931, 
is now in junior high school and has been elected to membership in 
the Junior National Honor Society. 


MICHAEL YUNDT. In a history of the business development of 
Waukesha it is imperative that extended mention be made of Michael 
Yundt because of the important part which he played in the upbuild- 
ing of the manufacturing interests of the city. He was the founder 
and promoter of the Michael Yundt Company, which came into a 
foremost position among the productive interests of southern Wis- 
consin, turning out bottle washing and pasteurizing equipment which 
is sold not only throughout this country but in many foreign lands 
as well. Throughout his lifetime Michael Yundt was the moving 
spirit back of this enterprise and he came to be regarded as one 
of the outstanding business men of the state, honored and respected 
by all by reason of his initiative, his determination and his broad 
business vision, while his social qualities endeared him to all whom 
he met. 

Michael Yundt was born in Alsace-Lorraine; near Strasbourg, 
Germany, May 30, 1884, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Yundt, 
mentioned elsewhere in this work, and was only four years of age 
when his parents brought their family to the United States, settling 
in Chicago. He mastered the work of the grades in the public ~ 
schools there and for a very brief period attended high school but 
put aside his textbooks to enter the business world as helper on 
his father’s one horse milk wagon. When he was sixteen years of 
age he took a forward step by entering the Chicago office of the 
Crown Cork & Seal Company, under the management of Henry 
Searborough, who soon recognized his sterling qualities and took 
him into the business of manufacturing and selling pasteurizers 
and bottle-washing equipment. 

Mr. Yundt recognized the opportunities in that field and in August, 
1916, organized the Michael Yundt Company, with a small office and 
little plant in Milwaukee devoted to the manufacture of small pocket 
soakers and rinser conveyors. This was the initial step in the 
development of the mammoth industry that now sends its output 
under the name of ‘“Yundt’ into all parts of the United States, 
supplying the dairy, the brewery and the carbonated beverage indus- 
tries and also making large shipments to Canada, Mexico, Central 
and South America, South Africa and the Hawaiian Islands. The 
first foreign sale was made in March, 1921, to Barclay, Perkins & 
Company, Ltd., of London, owners of one of the largest English 
breweries. 

All during the years the engineering department has sought out 
new methods of improvement in the industry and continuous advance- 
ment has been made. At length the air brush bottle washing process 
was perfected, with the necessary machinery, and today there is 
supplied a powerful water blast produced by imparting the high 
velocity of compressed air to water. The process is absolutely sani- 
tary, the air-brush rising and lowering in the bottle but without 
touching it, yet every bit of the surface, however minute or irregular 
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in shape, receives the full power of the brush. The spindles carrying 
the specially formed patented nozzles do not revolve, so that there 
is no mechanical complication. It was in 19383 that the Company 
entered the pasteurization field with the first completely automatic 
pasteurizer. Bottle conveyors are also built by the company and 
another equipment unit manufactured is the crown cork cleaner. 

In 1919 a removal was made from Milwaukee to Waukesha and 
the machine shop of Perkins, Hathaway & Stock was taken over 
as the first division of their plant. Four additions have since been 
made as the business has grown through the demand of the dairy, 
brewery and beverage trades for their products. The company has 
ever maintained the highest standard in its output and close competi- 
tion has never forced it to cheapen the process of manufacture, the 
best of materials being always purchased and used in turning out 
their goods. Thus year after year Mr. Yundt forged ahead in the 
conduct of his business and today the Yundt airbrush methods of 
washing bottles and the Yundt automatic torpedo pasteurizer are in 
use wherever the highest standards for devices of this character 
are demanded. 

For years Mr. Yundt was very active in trade associations and 
did much important committee work in that connection. At the time 
of his death, which occurred August 31, 1942, he was one of the 
directors of the Dairy Industries Supply Association. Opportunity 
was to him ever a call to action, and he worked just as diligently for 
the industry at large as he did for the advancement of his own 
fortunes. 

It was in 1905 that Michael Yundt married Emily Vandewater, 
who is now president of the Yundt Company, having been appointed 
to the position after her husband’s demise. She was born in Jefferson, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Andrew Jackson and Emeline (Baldwin) 
Vandewater. The mother died during the early girlhood of her 
daughter, passing away in 1885. Her father, also a native of Jeffer- 
son, Wisconsin, removed to Grand Haven, Michigan, where he engaged 
in the lumber business. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Yundt were born a son, 
Michael Baldwin, who died in infancy, and a daughter, Peggy, born 
July 16, 1918, now the wife of Joseph Oliver, of Milwaukee. They 
have one child, Nancy Jo, born September 24, 1948. Mr. Oliver is 
general manager of the Michael Yundt Company. 

Mr. Yundt was well known in Masonic circles, in which he attained 
the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, and he also was con- 
nected with the Shrine. He had membership in the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club, the Blue Mound Golf and Country Club, the Wisconsin 
Club and the Dairymen’s Country Club. One of his contemporary 
biographers wrote of him: “Mr. Yundt was beloved by everyone who 
knew him, in business and in social life. A magnetic personality, a 
sterling character and a dynamic nature, he attracted men to him 
and was a leader in every interest he took. He was always quickly 
ready as a friend, gave liberally of his time, energy, ability and funds 
for all activities in his industry and the industries he served in all 
civic enterprises, and also generous were his charities, which he 
always preferred to have unsung.” i 

JOSEPH F. OLIVER is now general manager of the Michael Yundt 
Company of Waukesha. He was born May 24, 1917, at New York 
City, a son of Elmer F. and Mary (Smith) Oliver, the youngest of 
three children. The mother died when Joseph was three years old 
and the father passed away when he was eight. His sisters are 
Dorothy and Mabel. 
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Joseph F. Oliver was educated at the Greeley grade school at 
Winnetka, Illinois, and attended the Skokie Junior high school and 
was graduated from New Trier high school in 19385. He attended 
De Paul University for one year and then entered the employ of 
Marshall Field, where he remained until 1938, when he became 
associated with the Coca Cola Bottling Company of Chicago. In 
February, 1942, he came to the Michael Yundt Company and began 
to learn all phases of the business. In May, 1942, he was made chief 
inspector of war work and on July 1, 1944, he became general man- 
ager of the company. He is a member of the Kiwanis Club and the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. He married Peggy Yundt, daughter 
of Michael and Emily Yundt, on May 24, 1941. Their only child 
is Nancy Jo, born September 24, 1943. 


JoHN P. HorrMAN is the popular city manager of Two Rivers, to 
which office he was called after having most creditably and efficiently 
filled other public offices in this city, of which he is a native son. He 
represents one of the old families of the state, the Hoffmans having 
lived in Wisconsin from pioneer times, and through all the interven- 
ing years they have contributed to the development and upbuilding of 
the commonwealth. His grandfather was Charles Hoffman and his 
father was John P. Hoffman. The latter was born in Manitowoc 
County and died February 25, 1942. His wife, who is still living, bore 
the maiden name of Katherine Neumann and is a daughter of Philip 
and Barbara Neumann. 

John P. Hoffman was born in Two Rivers September 18, 1899. 
His sisters and brothers are: Mary, who died September 16, 1944; 
Clara; Louis; Josephine, who is now Sister Mary Catherine, a Fran- 
ciscan nun; Philomene; and Gertrude. There has been no break in 
the family circle save that caused by the death of the father and sister. 
On the maternal side John P. Hoffman comes of German ancestry. 
His grandfather, Philip Neumann, was born in Germany and when he 
decided to try his fortune in the new world made his way to Missouri, 
where he met and married Barbara, a native of that state. 

In the acquirement of his education John P. Hoffman attended the 
parochial school at Rice Lake, Wisconsin, and in 1920 was graduated 
from St. Lawrence College, where he was awarded the Bachelor of 
Arts degree. He then spent seven years as a student in Mount Calvary 
College and he had a year and a half of training in the Wausau Busi- 
ness Institute at Wausau, Wisconsin. The first position that he filled 
was that of cost accountant with the Hamilton Manufacturing Com- 
pany, with which he remained for three years. He next became head 
inspector with the A. O. Smith Corporation of Milwaukee and acted 
in that capacity for a year and a half. On the expiration of that. 
period, in 1927, he became city accountant of Two Rivers and later 
he was appointed city clerk, so continuing until he was elected city 
manager on the 22d of April, 1942. He has now filled this office for 
more than a year and is popular among the business men of Two 
Rivers. He thoroughly understands the duties and responsibilities of 
his position and is rendering a service that is highly satisfactory to 
the community. - 

Mr. Hoffman enjoys hunting and fishing when leisure permits, 
but never allows anything to interfere with the faithful performance 
of his official duties. He is a member of St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
and of the Holy Name Society, belongs to the Knights of Columbus 
and in the Catholic Order of Foresters of Two Rivers he is now serv- 
ing as chief ranger. He enjoys the sociability of these different so- 
cieties and contributes much thereto. 
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Mr. Hoffman was married to Anna Mae Lafave, of Two Rivers, 
and the family circle now includes four children, two sons and two 
daughters, as follows: Donald, born June 5, 1927, now a member of 
the Coast Guard; Douglas, born August 23, 1931, attending high 
school; Marlene, born April 20, 1935; and Joan, born March 28, 1938. 
Mrs. Hoffman is a daughter of Charles and Emily (Heroux) Lafave, 
who have long been well known residents of Two Rivers. 


SAMUEL RICHARD HEATH, of Fond du Lac, who is filling the office 
of district attorney, is a representative of one of the leading pioneer 
families of the city in which he still makes his home, tracing his an- 
cestry back to John Heath, whose son, Samuel Heath, was his great- 
grandfather. Samuel Heath was a contractor of Cheshire, England, 
where he died in 1882, at the age of sixty-seven years. He was also 
prominent in public affairs there and served as the first president of 

the local board of Crewe, England. 

John Heath, son of Samuel Heath and grandfather of S. Richard 
Heath, was born at Over, Cheshire, England, June 13, 1847, was edu- 
cated in private schools and in 1867, when a young man of twenty 
years, came to the United States, making Fond du Lac his destination. 
He secured a clerkship in the store of Benjamin Wild, and that he 
proved his worth and ability is manifest in the fact that in 1869 he 
was admitted to a partnership under the firm name of B. Wild & 
Company, after which he acted as assistant manager until 1891. 
They then sold out to the National Biscuit Company, with which he 
remained as assistant manager until he became a partner in the 
O’Brien Dry Goods Company, of which he was made president. He 
was a capable, forceful and resourceful business man and made for 
himself a prominent place in commercial circles of the city. He also 
participated actively and helpfully in public affairs, filling the office 
of president of the Public Library Board, president of the city council 
and president of the board of education. It was while he was occu- 
pying the last named office that the Lincoln, Union and Washington 
school buildings were erected and he labored untiringly to further 
educational interests of the city. He was also a charter member of 
Fond du Lac Lodge No. 57, B.P.O.E., had membership in Fidelity 
Lodge No. 19, K.P., and belonged to the Episcopal church. He married 
Sarah J. Wild, daughter of Benjamin and Eliza (Bonell) Wild, both 
of whom were natives of England. Her father arrived in Wisconsin 
in 1849, settling first in Milwaukee, while later he removed to Fond 
du Lac and established a cracker factory and bakery. 

William Henry Heath, son of John and Sarah J. (Wild) Heath, was 
born in Fond du Lac, in December, 1871, and entered the journalistic 
‘field. He was associated with newspapers of Fond du Lac, then of 
Saskatchewan, Canada, and later was advertising manager of the 
Wood County Reporter at Grand Rapids, Wisconsin. He was with 
the Chilton Independent Journal of Chilton, Wisconsin, at the time 
of his death, which occurred in 1918. His wife, who in her maiden- 
hood was Hattie D. Kayser of Fond du Lac, belonged to one of the 
pioneer families of this city. 

It was in Fond du Lac that S. Richard Heath was born May 5, 
1909, and in due time he pursued his education in the Grand R apids 
and Chilton schools and in the Fond du Lac high school, from which he 
was graduated with the class of 1927. During his high school days 
he was active in the debating society. He next entered the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1931 and 
his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1934. During his college days he be- 
came a member of the social fraternity Beta Kappa and the legal 
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fraternity Gamma Eta Gamma. He also belonged to the Order of 
the Coif, was on the staff of the Law Journal and for two years 
served in Madison with the Legal Aid Bureau. 

Mr. Heath then began the private practice of law in Fond du Lac, 
where he was associated with H. E. Swett and also with J. E. Richter 
until he was appointed by Governor Heil to the office of district attor- 
ney in January, 1941. He has now filled the position for four years, 
having been elected to the office in 1942 and again in 1944. 

Mr. Heath is very active in support of the Republican party. He 
has been president of the Young Men’s Republican organization of 
Fond du Lac and since 19386 has been a member of the Republican 
county committee, of which he has served as treasurer and is now 
secretary. He has also served as secretary of the Fond du Lac Bar 
Association. He is well known in fraternal circles as a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias 
and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 

In April, 1937, Mr. Heath married Josephine Krug, daughter of 
George Krug, a carpenter and builder. The two children of this mar- 
riage are David Richard, born June 16, 1938, and Katharine, born 
March 3, 1940. 


CARL B. MINCH, Belleville banker, had his interest in family 
history awakened many years ago as he heard from the lips of his 
grandmother stories about an early ancestor who was a German 
nobleman and lived in a castle. She described the castle and its 
surroundings with sufficient detail to impress the picture permanently 
on his youthful memory. In later years Mr. Minch expended effort 
and money in the attempt to complete the family record with the 
personal details that follow. 

Descended from the Fischer family, the church records of the 
Koenigsbach parish, Rhein Pfalz, Bavaria, Germany, as secured by 
F. Burkhard, priest of the parish, that pertaining to Dr. Francis 
Fischer is from records held by Mr. and Mrs. Naffz of Madison, Mrs. 
Naffz being his daughter, while the other material was secured by 
Mr. Minch. 

Nickolaus Fischer went from a foreign land, presumably England, 
to Koenigsbach, married Magdalena Wiezer von Meingoldsheim. 
Their son, Georg Michael Fischer (Steinhauer) was married by Rev. 
Phil Reis of Meingoldsheim to Marie Genofena Schrek, daughter of 
Thomas and Margaretha Schrek. The children of this marriage were: 
Johannes Pauley,.born May 4, 1771, died July 12, 1772; Johannes 
Georg, born March 27, 1773, married Salomea Glaser; Johannes Paul, 
born December 20, 1775; Maria Katharina, born March 31, 1778, 
married, in 1800, Franz John Mathes, Metzger from Burrweiler; 
Franzizka, born August 19, 1780; Johannes Baptist, born February 
17, 1782, died July 19, 1850, married, November 2, 1806, to Elizabeth 
Kolbenschlag, daughter of Andreas Kolbenschlag and Maria Elizath 
Vogt, born 1783, died 1848; Johann Friedrich, born November 11, 
1785; Barbara, born October 17, 1791. 

The children of Johannes Baptist Fischer: Johannes Fischer, born 
April 19, 1809, married November 22, 1835, to Katharina Herfel, 
daughter of Johannes Herfel and Anna Maria Sterf; deparfed for 
America February 12, 1854. He was the maternal grandfather of 
Carl B. Minch. Salomea Fischer, born April 5, 1812, was married 
June 5, 1839 to Johannes Muench, who was born May 11, 1808, son 
of Sebastian Muench, born 1760, died 1841, and Appolonia Duppler, 
born 1774, died 1834. Francisca Fischer, born October 24, 1815, 
married November 19, 1839, to Bernhard Muench, born January 29, 
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1815, son of Sebastian Muench and Appolonia Duppler, also being a 
brother of Johannes Muench. Katharina Fischer, born September 5, 
1822, married to Johannes Adam Schwarz, born December 11, 1817, 
son of Jacob Schwarz and Elizabeth Bech. 

Francis Fischer, born March 25, 1827, at Koenigsbach, Bavaria, 
graduated from the University of Wurzburg, Bavaria, studied at the 
University of Munschen for the priesthood, changing to medicine at 
the suggestion of his professor, graduated in 1851,.came to Madison, 
Wisconsin, in 1858, married Gertrude von Mohr, moved to Cross 
Plains, where he built a mill and general store; moved back to Madison 
in 1860, where he practiced and was known as the leading physician 
in Madison, also conducted a drug store, and died in 1879. 

Children of Johannes Fischer and Katharina Herfel: William 
Fischer, born August 24, 1837, married Amelia Sitzman; Katharina 
Fischer, born February 16, 1840, married Frank Duppler; Barbara 
Fischer, born June 22, 1849, married William Muench, son of Bern- 
. hard Muench; and Francisca Fischer. 

Children of Salomea Fischer and Johannes Muench: Bernhard 
Marcus Muench, born April 24, 1837, married Christina Wagner; 
Franz Heinrich Muench, born June 2, 1839, married Elizabeth Bayer ; 
Kathrina Muench, born September 26, 1841, unmarried; Franziska 
Muench, born February 28, 1845, married William Heiliger; Karo- 
lina Muench, born December 16, 1847, married Fred Meng. 

Children of Francisca Fischer and Bernhard Muench: Katharina 
Muench, born August 11, 1840, married Frank Meng; Salomea 
Muench, born December 7, 1842, married Jacob Schroeder; William 
Muench, born June 28, 1845, married Barbara Fischer; Barbara 
Muench, born February 11, 1848, married Jacob Stricker; Elizabeth 
Muench, born September 8, 1851, married Friedrich Sauer; Ger- 
trude Muench, born in the town of Montrose, Dane County, Wiscon- 
sin, October 28, 1854, married Anthony Schillinger. 

Children of Katharina Fischer and Adam Schwarz: Johannes 
Schwarz, born April 1, 1847, married Margaret Sarbacher; Bern- 
hard Schwarz, born September 6, 1849, died February 15, 1850; 
Maria Katharine Schwarz, born March 7, 1851, married Andrew 
Sarbacher; Frank Schwarz, born in the town of Montrose, Dane 
County, Wisconsin; Anna Schwarz, born in the town of Montrose, 
Dane County, Wisconsin. 

Children of Francis Fischer and Gertrude von Mohr: Josephine 
Fischer married Paul Heinnemann; Lillian Fischer married Charles 
Naffz; Louis Fischer; William Fischer; Bertha Fischer married Clin- 
ton Dayton. 

Children of William and Amelia Fischer: Emma Fischer died in 
1898; Julia Fischer married Paul Krause; Irene Fischer married 
Anthony Minch; Anna Fischer married Fred Schlimgen. 

Children of Frank Duppler and Katharina Duppler: William 
Duppler married Lena Gafke; Augusta Duppler married William 
Gafke; Elizabeth Duppler married David Ogilvie; Frank Duppler 
married Lena Meyer; Louis J. Duppler married Mabel Kroll; Edwin 
J. Duppler married Mary Masterson; Celia Duppler married John 
H. Mullen. 

Children of William and Barbara Minch: Carl-B. Minch, born 
September 18, 1869, married Ella M. Kuelz; Jacob Minch, born July 
27, 1875; Celina Minch, born January 28, 1872, died in July, 1885; 
Saloma Minch, born January 17, 1879, married John Lyons; Elizabeth 
Minch, born January 23, 1885, is Sister M. Esther of the St. Francis 
mission in China; William B. Minch, born January 1, 1888, married 
Matilda Rowland, 
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Children of Bernard Marcus Minch: Mamie Minch married Wil- 
liam Laub; Herman Minch married Bertha Kney; Walte: Minch 
married Marie ——-_—_—___; Hettie Minch, single; Irene Minch, de- 
ceased; Karl Minch, single; Frances Minch, single; Elsie Minch, de- 
ceased ; Lillian and Catherine Minch, both single. 

Children of Francis H. and Elizabeth Minch: Oscar F. Minch, 
married; Lydia Minch, married to Dr. J. M. O’Brien; Rose Minch, 
married to Paul A. Genin. 

Children of William and Frances Heiliger: Adelina Heiliger, 
married Michael Diedrich; Otto Heiliger died in 1938; Walter Heiliger, 
married; Ella Heiliger, married; Emma Heiliger, married to Michael 
Karls. 

Children of Fred and Carolina Meng: Francis Meng, deceased; 
Julius Meng, married Mille Fett; William Meng, deceased; Charles 
S. Meng, married Alma Herring; Edward Meng, married 
Durrush; Elizabeth Meng, married James Burton. 

Children of Jacob and Salomea Schroeder: Anna Schroeder, de- | 
ceased, and Emma Schroeder, married to Fred W. Du Frenne. 

Children of Jacob and Barbara Stricker: Frances Stricker, mar- 
ried Anthony Van Edig; Jacob Stricker, married Mary Van Edig; 
Albert Stricker, deceased ; Frank Stricker, married Lillian Burmeister. 

Children of Friedrich and Elizabeth Sauer: Fred B. Sauer, mar- 
ried Marie Voegili; Frank H. Sauer, married Bertha Colney; Car] 
Sauer, married Hannah Riesen; Frances Sauer, married Alphonse 
J. Genin. 

Children of Anthony and Gertrude Schillinger: Frank Schillinger, 
married Marie — —; Anna Schillinger, married Charles Young; 
Irene Schillinger, married Ralph Toombs. 

Children of John Schwartz and Margaret Schwartz: John 
Schwartz, married Margaret Hildebrand; Andrew schwartz, mar- 
ried Emma Sullivan; Tillie Schwartz, married Phil O’Brien; Cath- 
arine Schwartz, married Harry De Monbrun; Mary Schwartz, mar- 
ried Gilman J. Bowers. 

Children of Andrew and Caroline Sarbacher: William Sarbacher, 
married Katherine Skelly; Elizabeth Sarbacher, single; Edward 
Sarbacher, married Henrietta Du Schack; Lena Sarbacher, married. 

Children of Otmar and Helen Landkamer: Betty Landkamer, born 
December 15, 1924; Marjorie Landkamer, born July 1, 1928; Jimmie 
Landkamer, born September 20, 1929. 

Kenneth and Elaine Mahony have one child, Richard Mahony, 
born July 11, 1936. 

Children of John and Saloma Lyons: Leo Lyons, born August 15, 
1909, married Beatrice Strelow; John Lyons is now Brother Ewald; 
Catherine Lyons. 

Children of William and Matilda Minch: Billy Minch, an adopted 
son, born March 38, 1938. 

Carl B. Minch, whose family name was changed a generation or 
so back from its former spelling to the present style, was born on 
his father’s farm two miles from Paoli, Wisconsin, September 18, 
1869, and he was ten months of age when his father purchased a 
general store in the village where the family located. He was gradu- 
ated in June, 1885, from the Paoli graded schools and from the North- 
western Business College at Madison in March of 1888. He then 
assisted his father in the work of the store until 1896, when they 
moved to a farm in Rock County. Ilis father’s death occurred Sep- 
tember 16, 1924, while the mother survived until September 24, 1932. 
After his marriage in 1900 Carl B. Minch remained on the farm for 
two years and then worked in a store at Evansville for a time before 
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engaging in the lumber business at Basco, Wisconsin, under the firm 
name of Minch & Schwartz. This association was maintained from 
June, 1902, until March, 1908. At the later date he accepted a position 
as cashier of the Belleville State Bank. He was promoted to the 
presidency in 1920, a position he has held for twenty-five years. 
The bank is capitalized for $30,000 and has approximately 700 de- 
positors. It has grown from a small beginning until it is now one of 
the substantial monied institutions of the county. Mr. Minch was 
also a member of the old Beaver Insurance Company, now the North- 
western Insurance Company, and is regarded as one of the able 
financiers of this locality. 

Mr. Minch belongs to the Knights of Columbus and to St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, of which he was treasurer for a number of years 
and was also a member of the building committee when the present 
church was erected. He also has membership with the Modern Wood- 
men of America. From April, 1892, until April, 1897, and again from 
April, 1903, until April, 1908, he served as town clerk of Montrose in 
Dane County and held a similar position in Center, Rock County, 
from April, 1900, until April, 1902. 

On April 26, 1900, Mr. Minch married Ella M. Kuelz, and they 
became parents of two daughters and a son. The latter, Bernard 
Minch, born January 19, 1906, died January 17, 1907. The elder 
daughter, Helen M., born February 8, 1901, is the wife of Otmar F. 
Landkamer, of Minneapolis, and the mother of three children: Eliza- 
beth (Betty), born December 15, 1924; Marjorie, born July 1, 1928; 
and James, born September 20, 1929. The younger daughter, Elaine 
C., born November 29, 1909, is the wife of Kenneth L. Mahony, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, and the mother of one son, Richard, born July 
11, 1936. Both daughters are graduates of the University of 
Wisconsin. 


FRANK BECKER is active in the industrial circles at Two Rivers 
as the president of the Becker Manufacturing Company, engaged in 
making general gray iron and semi-steel castings. Born in Manito- 
woc, November 9, 1873, he is a son of Frank and Catherine (Remein) 
Becker, who were married in old St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Mani- 
towoc. The father, a native of Germany, came from that country to 
the United States about the time he attained his majority. He had 
previously learned the shoemaker’s trade and followed that line of 
business during the period of his residence in Manitowoc. He married 
Catherine Remein, a native of Poland, and they became the parents 
of seven children: Barbara, Joseph, Mary, Frank, Michael, John and 
George. 

After acquiring a public school education in Manitowoc, Frank 
Becker then began learning the foundryman’s trade, becoming a 
moulder, and followed that business in the employ of others for four- 
teen years. He and his brother Michael then became associated in 
business under the name of the Becker Manufacturing Company and 
rented the place which they now own and which they purchased the 
following year. The plant at that time was one hundred and ten by 
seventy feet and had one furnace. They have since built an addition 
forty by forty-five feet, have added a second furnace and a traveling 
erane and are equipped to turn out first class work in their line. They 
carry on a general foundry business, as well as doing iron jobbing. 

The Becker Manufacturing Company dates back to 1894, when 
Conrad Werra started a foundry on the present site now occupied 
by the Becker business and began making general castings. This was 
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discontinued in 1898. On the lst of January, 1919, the Becker Manu- 
facturing Company was incorporated, with a capital stock of $25,000, 
Frank Becker becoming president, his wife, Mrs. Louise Becker, vice 
president, and his brother Michael, secretary-treasurer, this being a 
closed corporation. Mr. Becker bought the interest of his brother 
Michael in 1945. The present officers of the company are: Frank 
Becker, president; Louise Becker, vice president; Edward Becker, sec- 
retary; and Roland Becker, treasurer. They now employ eleven men 
and are doing one hundred per cent defense work for the Government. 
An addition was made to the original plant in 1911, indicating the 
growth of the business, and in 1923 the plant was again enlarged, © 
being practically rebuilt. Three of Frank Becker’s sons are now as- 
sociated with their father in the enterprise. 

Mr. Becker belongs to St. Luke’s Catholic Church and is very 
prominent and active in the Knights of Columbus, in which he is a 
past grand knight. He also belongs to the Holy Name Society, is a 
member of the Elks lodge and of the Rotary Club. He is interested in 
everything that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding of his home 
community, has served as a member of the city council of Two Rivers, 
has been fire and police commissioner and a member of the recreation 
board. At all times he is a public-spirited man. 

Mr. Becker and his family reside at 2115 Washington Street in 
Two Rivers. He was married in 1900 to Louise Simonis, who was 
born in this city and is a daughter of Nicholas Simonis, one of the 
early settlers of Two Rivers, where he was the owner of a retail 
liquor store. He was born on the River Mosel in the Rhine province 
of Germany, a son of John Hugo and Eva Simonis, who came to the 
United States in 1866 and made their way at once to Two Rivers. 
Nicholas Simonis was twice married, his second wife being Catherine 
Petrie, and Mrs. Becker was one of the children born of that marriage. 
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Becker are: Roland; Clarence; Hilde- 
gard, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin; Evelyn; Dolores; 
Paul; Edward, who is also an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin; 
Arthur; Hugo; Frank Jr.; and Margaret. Paul and Hugo are now 
also interested with their father in the foundry business and the sons 
are making a place for themselves among the energetic young indus- 
trialists of Two Rivers. 


Louis ALBERT KAREL is a banker and attorney whose name is 
particularly well known in financial circles because of his close and 
prominent connection with the banking interests of Kewaunee County 
and this section of the state. Moreover he has served as president 
of the Wisconsin Bankers Association and has done much to uphold 


‘and advance the standards of the business, holding at all times to the 


highest ethical principles which underlie his chosen life work. He 
is now chairman of the board of the State Bank of Kewaunee, is 
president of the Bank of Luxemburg, and a director of several other 
important business organizations. 

Mr. Karel makes his home in Kewaunee, where he was born April 
17, 1875, a son of John and Elizabeth (Metzner) Karel. His mother 
was born and reared at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. His father, born 
in Pilsen, Czecho Slovakia, organized the first bank in northeastern 
Wisconsin in 1876 and continued in the banking business during a 
large part of his life, for a number of years in Kewaunee County, for 
two years in Nebraska and for the remainder of his active years in 
Chicago. He also figured prominently in public life, serving under 
the administration of President Grover Cleveland as consul general at 
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Prague, Bohemia, and at St. Petersburg, Russia. John Karel was a 
Mason whose valued service to the order was recognized in the con- 
ferment upon him of the highest degrees. 

L. Albert Karel attended the public schools of Kewaunee until 
graduated from the high school. He received his LL.B. degree upon 
graduation in 1896 from the law department of the University of 
Wisconsin, and has since practiced his profession successfully in 
Kewaunee in addition to caring for his banking interests, which have 
made close demand on his time for more than fifty years. In 1898 
he was made cashier of the State Bank of Kewaunee and served in 
that position for several years. Later he was one of the organizers 
and promoters of the Bank of Green Bay and its first cashier. He also 
received part of his banking experience in Chicago. After a number of 
years as cashier of the State Bank of Kewaunee he was elected to its 
presidency and served in that capacity until 1938, when he was made 
chairman of the board, a position he continues to hold. This connec- 
tion has not limited his activity in banking circles. In 1903 he be- 
came one of the organizers of the Bank of Luxemburg at Luxemburg, 
Wisconsin, and from the beginning has filled the office of president, 
giving his attention to its executive direction and control. He was 
one of the organizers in 1915 of the Peoples Savings & Trust Company 
of Green Bay, was its president for fifteen years, and is still a director. 
His high standing in financial circles is indicated in the fact that he 
was chosen president of the Wisconsin Bankers Association in 1925 
and for three years he was a member of the executive council of the 
American Bankers Association. He is a director and the vice presi- 
dent of the Leyse Aluminum Company in Kewaunee, now doing de- 
fense work, and has also been for a number of years a director of the 
Algoma Plywood Company, which later became a part of the United 
States Plywood Company, one of the leading manufacturers of ply- 
wood in the country. 

While he has subordinated law practice to his banking interests, 
Mr. Karel served as city attorney of Kewaunee and his knowledge of 
law has been a valuable element in the conduct of business affairs. 
He was also for a number of years a member of the Kewaunce County 
board of supervisors and in 1902 he was elected to the Wisconsin 
General Assembly, in which he served for one term. While he has 
not been a politician in the sense of seeking office, he has always 
sought to further the welfare of community and commonwealth, and 
his interest has centered in those channels through which flows the 
greatest and most permanent good to the greatest number. He is, 
and has been for thirty-five years, the president of the Door-Ke- 
waunee Normal School at Algoma, Wisconsin. He was a member of, 
the State Board of Public Affairs under Governor Philipp. He is 
president of the Eldorado (Illinois) Water Company and recently 
sold the Marion Water Company to the city of Marion and Williamson 
County (Illinois). He was formerly president of the United American 
Fire Insurance Company of Milwaukee. He is a Mason who has at- 
tained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and he belongs to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and to the Milwaukee 
Press Club. His religious faith is indicated in his membership in 
the Congregational church. : 

In August, 1898, Mr. Karel married Miss Hattie Read, a daughter 
of John M. and Caroline (Johannes) Read, the latter a native of 
Germany. Mr. Read was born in Louisville, Kentucky, became a 
reporter on the Chicago Tribune and later owned the Kewaunee 
Enterprise. He served all through the Civil War, in which he was 
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wounded in battle and in which his health became badly impaired. 
He died in 1881 at Louisville, survived by his wife, who passed away 
in 1936, aged eight-six years. 

In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Karel were five children. The eldest, 
John Read, was born August 12, 1899, and was graduated from the 
School of Journalism of the University of Wisconsin and from the 
Northwestern Military Academy at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. For 
a time he was with the Milwaukee Sentinel, for the next seven years 
published the Berwyn Tribune at Berwyn, Illinois, and then took over 
the Kewaunee Enterprise, which he published for ten years, selling it 
in June of 1943. Louis Albert Jr., the second son, born May 6, 1901, 
attended the University of Wisconsin, and his first three years of 
business experience were with the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago. 
He then was associated for two years with the Michigan Guaranty 
Corporation at Grand Rapids, after which he became a national bank 
examiner. Subsequently he accepted the vice presidency of the First 
National Bank of Berwyn, Illinois, and in 1934 he became associated 
with his father as cashier of the State Bank of Kewaunee, of which 
he is now vice president. K. Francis, born June 1, 1903, graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin with the Bachelor of Arts degree 
and was connected with finance and insurance work in Chicago until 
December 1, 1942, when he enlisted in the ordnance department of the 
United States Army, in which he is serving with the rank of major. 
Oliver, the fourth son, was born and died in 1905. Sidney, born 
February 18, 1907, attended the University of Wisconsin and was 
graduated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, after 
which he became vice president of the Marion Water Company at 
Marion, Illinois, thus serving until he met death in an automobile 
accident September 26, 1936. Mrs. Karel, the mother, died May 8, 
1945. The family home is at 622 Main Street in Kewaunee, where 
Mr. Karel has spent practically his entire life, and where his sterling 
qualities of manhood and citizenship, as well as his business ability, 
have gained for him recognition as one of Wisconsin’s representative 
residents, respected and esteemed wherever he is known. 


Jacop ANTHONY FESSLER. It may seem a far reach from vending 
popcorn on the streets of Sheboygan to controlling a law practice 
which in volume and importance might well be envied by many an 
older member of the bar, but this is what Jacob Anthony Fessler ac- 
complished before reaching the thirty-fifth milestone on life’s journey. 
He is both a self-educated and self-made man who has chosen as his 
life work a profession in which, more than in almost any other field 
of endeavor, advancement must depend upon individual effort and 
ability. He is a native son of the city in which he is now successfully 
practicing law as a member of the firm of Gruhle & Fessler. He. 
was born May 23, 1908, a son of Bernard A. and Anna (Kehl) Fessler 
and a grandson of Antone and Augusta 8. Fessler, who were very 
early residents of Sheboygan, where the grandfather was engaged 
in the grocery business for a number of years. He is now deceased, 
but his widow still makes her home in this city. 

Bernard A. Fessler was born and reared in Sheboygan and, fol- 
lowing in the business footsteps of his father, he has engaged,in the 
grocery business throughout his entire life, being the present owner 
of the Fessler Pure Food Store at 1428-30 North Fifth Street and 
also the president of the Fessler’s Store, Inc., at Sheboygan Falls. In 
addition to the retailing of groceries he also does some brokerage and 
wholesale distributing of food products, being numbered among the 


. ,bstiaqmi ybaed omatied ifileod eid doittw al had: oe  hebavow 
a Yawn besaag ow oliw ahd yd bevivina ooo ta ne ‘th poe ape ‘ee 
‘ ao% xie-tlyis bogs @8eL at 

. dasbie afT .notbi lid avit oxvew low A par pe "AM to vienet od? ol 
( 9it jnort beleubarg 2zaw bts G8! St seuavA osod aaw bast ticle 
a odd sont baa nicnacetW YW “sis vials on} to nveileatwol to foodsa ~~ 
y w 10%. saiasooniW: .avanwed oad th 3 varebeoA ‘cuilil {11 nteowidtioA * j 
eyeoy maroe tvon odd rot seetust codugwliM odd dirw eaw od onl? & G. 
4970 Mood car? bue fioalll .cywied te wore ay wioll oft bodeiidud. 


‘<a 


: ti noilise .eteoy mol sot bedaildug od doidw eset “i sonnewon add. o 
- JO0UL @ vaM sriod .woe baoose ons 1h drodlA zigol. & ya Yo sub at 
r to etpoy sam) jew aid baa .ianoveiW to cilereareiaet of) bobreiis 

iv oyacidD to dash ovisesd Ia'tohe onl Aitw stew 9 oftatt: tease ezoninud | ; 
x Yinersv) asyidoiM sill ditw aseoy, ows Tol be ‘ai een aaw mont oH | 


trad Lagciiaa 8 emaoced at Moldy q6tts ,ebiqell bani Ia MoiistoqToD. 

feti oft to youshbinew osiv oft betqsvee of ying us ezduc sonia 7 
ie hotsivozes smaoxl of MOE fi bas «wtonilll ..ywisll Io daed lancet” 
doidw to osanuawsA to Aaa elat2 od) to totdees ea i9etat etd die 

Wy a belaubarn {Oar  enul avod xlastl 21. Anehbia: rig a0iV won st on 
. es'iyob eltA to tolodoadl oft dsiw niznooetW to wietevinU odd mow, 
liicquw ongoit) mi Atow aornaTdent bore ooneann itiw belosnnos aaw haa 

vey ant to Inemtsacob conanbre orf? at betetine ad aadw SbCl .€ tednreostl” 
r totam le anes et ctl quivers vi od rotdw of .yariA e ~ bate 

i asod .vonbid a0 ri heih has atod anw toe dinuol : isviiO - 
se sow bees aianooiW Yo vllewvinl ont hebagiia O0CT ar petite 


wie wlacitoot lo ohuligerny ativeurtoneesM ocd moti botaubary 
. «7 Ss . Le iP ae 
in ycteqmoD sotaW aoinelé ot Yo tovbies1q soiv smmesed of iol 


lidemotte ag ai diasb teat od. inw yaivise eudy @i rome ,coiteaM 

8 val beih terion: of) foveal 12h 080 88 rodmaiqed Jnsbioag 

yisiw sonuawoll at dooria aie SSD. in ei ontod ated 91 {T Obel 

tilts? d svedw bag tH actus aid yilecitaasq Jaeqe aed lowed | ae 

(tiem sid @ y «se sjidenoxtiio bas boodaemt To xsitilsop 

dnsesiget 2 mianooe¥l 3 fo #8 motdintgoast sold wt hemisy Svea” 
: wots # of ‘oveigdw bormsetes hire beds mest angbiaot 


onibaov mort comer sat 4 see var il .aalaed YHONTMA SODAE 
sijsax¢ wai g grittlowines of manyvodeda Jos iebet:, ont mo wtoogaq a; 
an “usam yl beivas od liow Nigicn sonataogma bas omuloy ai peel 
: a i eid dud rad ‘edd to redeem table 
vairiw0t a otil no onolediing apli-yii1ial of3 2 rile ipa aapiad barlaiiqaios — 
id ag meeods eer Odw aonn obarnt-iler bua b yan be 1: 2 a dod als 
ay Heit torlto yas taoria si aad? ssom .sistdw ot goleaploiw B8 dsow 9 to 
s baie Jrofto faubivibai aoqu bireqgeb Jena Iaantsouag vba stoveobne 10 { 
: yiluteeoooue wou at od daidw ai vio add lo ava svitan a ei oH Niilida 7 
oH toleee’ & sites) Yo apiih ot, lo 1odmem gs a8 wel naiotoowg (| } 
solaasl (Let aH) sath bos .A brenx€l to mon 8 & b0C! Sve asd eens 5 to 
197 aiow onw .toleeol B gle ung A, bia snoicA to cosbraty & ee + 
Dayan BR dyke s1g od} stolw mayyodade YW eldobizet Utge 
.bsegooeb wor ei sH atROe Yo 1editun 8 tot geoniend yrasorg: stl ne 
Slo asta pri ossrorl xosi aodlacn Hite wobiw aisl I rd 
-lot .baa nan totene ai howe baa ood esw soleeot .A beers 
oift tigbes goo ead od pr9dsat eid to eqotatool aconiand ond ai geet 
tI WwO inoeorg ould yuied .stil giitag eid Juondguord) econiond 
- bun Joorte) int dix0¥1 08-8SEI Ja siola booT oT isleesl od? % 
theta’ aaygyoded? as .oal orote 2"t9len9'T oil} To daohiestg ads 2 
bone santalotd o1s0a 2006 ople od evitesorg to quill ode sae 0 HOSEL 
oil} ionieet borrociemn chem Saaheaetol boot. 3 uait istaib « 


q ay “ ry rt j 
i reba | NI jeden sot dtr 


346 WISCONSIN 


enterprising merchants in his section of the state. He married Anna 
Kehl, daughter of Jacob and Anna B. Kehl, of Sheboygan Falls, where 
her father was a cigar manufacturer. 

Jacob Anthony Fessler passed through the Sheboygan schools to 
his graduation from high school. When sixteen years of age he began 
making his own way in the world, having a popcorn wagon which he 
operated while attending high school, and also using this means to 
meet the expenses of his student days in Beloit College, hiring other 
boys to work for him and also doing as much of the labor as he could 
while pursuing his studies. In high school he was active in athletics 
and at Beloit he became captain of the football team, captain of the 
swimming team and a member of the track and wrestling teams, while 
in 1930 he was selected as halfback on the All Western team. In that 
year he was graduated from Beloit with the Bachelor of Arts degree 
and next entered the Harvard Law School, where the LL.B. degree 
was conferred upon him in 1933. During that period he also paid his 
own way, a course which indicates the laudable ambition that has 
prompted him in every undertaking, enabling him to overcome all 
difficulties and obstacles in his path and work his way steadily forward 
to the goal of prominence and success. 

Mr. Fessler began practicing his profession in Sheboygan in as- 
sociation with the firm of Werner & Clemens, which in time became 
Werner, Clemens & Fessler. In 1935 he was elected district attorney 
and filled the office for two terms. He has risen by sheer merit, is 
always loyal to the interests of his clients but never forgets his oath 
to maintain the high standards of justice as wrought by the courts. 
He is a member of the Sheboygan County Bar Association, the Wis- 
consin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association and 
his fraternity is Beta Theta Pi. He has taken quite a prominent part 
in local Democratic politics and works effectively for the interests of 
that party. In 1939 he was the Democratic candidate for Congress 
from the Sixth district, but was defeated. He is active in the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Ordcr of Elks, belongs to the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and is a member of the Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
of the Association of Commerce. Above all else, however, his attention 
is given to his law practice and he now follows the profession as a 
member of the firm of Gruhle & Fessler, having been a partner of 
Arthur H. Gruhle since 1938. 

In December, 1935, Mr. Fessler married Lucille Flaccus, who is a 
Wellesley College graduate. They now have four children: Lucille 
born May 16, 1935; Ann and Jacqueline, born January 4, 19387; and 
Edward Anthony, born October 14, 1944. Mrs. Fessler is a daughter 
of Edward and Lucy (Boldridge) Flaccus, both born in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. The father operates a tannery, which is the only one 
in western Pennsylvania. His father was the founder of the business. 

Mr. Fessler was commissioned lieutenant, j.g., in the Navy in April, 
1944, and has been stationed at Pearl Harbor since June, 1944. 


RUSSELL F. LEWIS, superintendent of the city schools of. Wau- 
kesha, has devoted his efforts to educational interests since his gradu- 
ation from the University of Wisconsin in 1915, and his progressive 
methods have contributed much to the development and improvement 
of the schools in the communities in which he has lived and labored. 

Born at Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, October 22, 1893, Russell F. 
Lewis is a son of Calvin A. and Hattie (Ritchie) Lewis. The father 
engaged in the drug business for an extended period but is now liv- 
ing retired, he and his wife making their home at Sun Prairie. For 
eight years he served as postmaster of that town and he was also 
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register of deeds of Dane County for fourteen years, his long reten- 
tion in the office standing as stalwart proof of his fidelity to duty and 
his promptness in meeting all requirements of the office. He is a son 
of David Lewis, who was born in Vermont, and Jane (Ross) Lewis, 
a native of Canada. The grandparents of Russell F. Lewis on the 
maternal side were Francis and Isabella (McKinnon) Ritchie, the 
former a native of Ireland, while his wife was born in Scotland. They 
were brought by their respective parents to the United States and 
after their marriage settled in Wisconsin, this being about 1854. In 
the family of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin A. Lewis were but two children, 
the elder being Ritchie David Lewis, who is now living in Madison. 

In his youthful days Russell F. Lewis was a pupil in the public 
schools of Sun Prairie and in the scholastic year of 1911-12 attended 
Beloit College. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1915 and his Master’s degree from the 
same institution in 1928. Immediately following his graduation he 
took up*the profession of teaching, which he followed in Edgerton, 
Wisconsin, from 1915 to 1917, when he was appointed principal of 
the schools of Mount Horeb, there continuing from 1917 to 1921, when 
he became superintendent at Reedsburg. He headed the educational 
system of that place from 1921 until 1928 and through the following 
decade was school superintendent at Marshfield, Wisconsin, continu- 
ing there until he came to Waukesha in 1938. He was here tendered 
the position of city superintendent of schools and in the intervening 
period of seven years has chronicled a steady growth and improve- 
ment in the school system and the enrollment here. Ie is constantly 
seeking out new methods to improve the work and to win the full 
cooperation of teachers and pupils, and his efforts have been far- 
reaching and resultant. 

During his college days Mr. Lewis became a member of Phi Delta 
Kappa. He belongs to the Wisconsin Education Association, the Na- 
tional Education Association, the Horace Mann League, the Wiscon- 
sin School Administration Association, the American Association of 
School Administration, the Wisconsin Vocational Guidance Associa- . 
tion and is a past president and treasurer of the State Vocational 
Guidance Association, utilizing the opportunities offered by these so- 
cities to keep abreast of the changes and improvements which are be- 
ing made in educational procedure and processes. He belongs to the 
Rotary Club, of which he has served as president, and fraternally he 
is connected with the Masonic order and the Knights of Pythias. He 
is likewise a director of the Young Men’s Christian Association, a 
member of the vocational school board, a member of the library board 
and of the board of health, all of which indicates the nature and 
breadth of his interests and his support of measures to further intel- 
lectual and cultural progress and benefit the city in all possible ways. 

Mr. Lewis married Gertrude Leffler, of Sun Prairie, a daughter 
of George and Mary (Kelly) Leffler, who are farming people of 
Waukesha County. Mrs. Lewis, like her husband, is connected with 
various public activities. She is a past president ot the League of 
Women Voters and keeps well informed on the vital questions of the 
day over which public franchise has control. She was president of 
the history division of the Woman’s Club and one of the directoys of 
the club, is also a member of the Beacon Lights. Club; and a past 
president of the board of directors of the Young Women’s Christian 
Association. At the present time, 1945, she is serving as president of 
the City Woman’s Club. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis have three sons. Russell 
F. Jr., born February 15, LOT, was graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin with the Bachelor of Science degree in 1939 and from 
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the medical department in 1941, and is now a captain in the Air Corps. 
Calvin G., born December 10, 1918, is also a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Arts degree was conferred 
on him in 1940 and the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1942. In the 
latter year he married Betty Rae Schroeder, of Shawano, Wisconsin. 
He is now a second lieutenant in the Army Air Corps. Stephen R., 
the youngest son, was born August 26, 1920, was graduated from Car- 
roll College with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1940, attended the 
medical schoo! of Marquette University, graduated and is now serv- 
ing an internship in a hospital at Grand Rapids, Michigan. He is a 
first lieutenant in the Medical Corps of the Army. 


Two RIVERS SAVINGS BANK. The Two Rivers Savings Bank was 
incorporated as a state bank on April 28, 1902, with a capital of 
$25,000, and the following stockholders: Peter Joseph Schroeder, 50 
shares; Peter Schroeder, 110 shares; Joseph S. Schroeder, 30 shares; 


* John J. Schroeder, 20 shares; Frank Schroeder, 20 shares; and E. J. 


Vodra (later spelled Vaudreuil), 20 shares. 

Peter Joseph Schroeder was elected president and his son, Peter 
Schroeder, cashier. Peter Schroeder had served as a stockholder and 
as cashier of the Bank of Two Rivers when it was incorporated in 
1895, but from 1899 to 1902 he had charge of Schroeder Brothers 
private bank, which issued certificates but accepted only one check- 
ing account, that of Schroeder Brothers. This private bank service 
was operated as a convenience for the local residents and farmers 
who needed a place for their surplus funds. The statement on April 
27, 1902 was: Capital, $15,000, deposits, $75,030.44, and loans, $71,- 
997.33. The business was transferred to the new bank on April 28, 
1902. 

The Two Rivers Savings Bank continued to serve the people until 
April, 19838, when the business of the Mishicot State Bank and the 
Tisch Mills State Bank were consolidated with the Two Rivers Sav- 
ings Bank, with total deposits of $612,000.90. The following were 
the officers: Peter Schroeder, president; John J. Schroeder, vice presi- 
dent, Neal J. Schroeder, vice president; Frank Schroeder, cashier; 
Edward A. Koutnik, manager of the Tisch Mills office; and Randolph 
Stehn, manager of the Mishicot office. Later John J. Tadych served 
as president, Randolph Stehn as vice president and Edward A. Kout- 
nik as cashier. E. T. O’Brien joined the bank in April, 1939, as execu- 
tive vice president, when the bank had deposits of $810,000. In July, 
1943, Mr. O’Brien was elected president. Mr. Edward A. Koutnik was 
cashier of the Tisch Mills State Bank from 1928 to 19338, and was 
elected cashier of the Two Rivers Savings Bank in 1934. The bank 
rearranged its quarters in 1948 to meet the growing business, and in 
April, 1945, it enlarged its quarters by the addition of the store space 
next door. The assets grew to $2,700,000 by June, 1945. The bank 
is liberal in service to its patrons but conservative in its loans and 
investments. 

The present directors are: David LeClair, EK. T. O’Brien, Edward 
A. Koutnik, John J. Tadych, William A. Priegnitz, Dr. C. J. Skwor, 
Mike Kirst, Ben Urbanek, Rudolph Stangel, Christ A. Becker and 
George W. Schmidt. The present officers are: E. T. O-Brien, presi- 
dent; David LeClair, vice president; Edward A. Koutnik, cashier; 
Julia Althen, acting assistant cashier; Robert Stangel, manager of 
the Tisch Mills office; and Frank G. Hinesh, manager of the Mishicot 
office. In the U. S. Army are Leslie Guetschow, assistant cashier, and 
Sylvester Borusky, teller. 
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EDWIN THOMAS O’BRIEN, president of the Two Rivers Savings 
Bank, was born October 9, 1874, in Waddington, New York, a son 
of Simon J. and Jane EF. (Carroll) O’Brien, both natives of St. Law- 
rence County, New York, the father born in 1846 and the mother 
in 1848. The family moved to Wisconsin in 1878. Edwin T. O’Brien 
pursued his high school education in Eau Claire and later he gradu- 
ated from the Stevens Point State Teachers College, while in 1901 he 
gained his Bachelor of Philosophy degree at the University of Wis- 
consin. 

Following his graduation Mr. O’Brien took up the profession .of 
teaching and served as superintendent of schools at DePere and later 
in Berlin. He has been connected with various business enterprises, 
having served as a director of the Kaukauna Building & Loan Assgo- 
ciation and as president of the Kaukauna Telephone company, while 
for a time he was the owner of the Kaukauna Sun. In 1911 he en- 
tered the field of banking as the organizer of the Kaukauna Farmers 
& Merchants Bank and subsequently he was engaged in the banking 
business in Kenosha. He also served on the Kenosha city planning 
commission, as vice president of the Kenosha Public Library and as 
a member of the Kenosha Community Chest. From 1933 to 1938 he 
served as special deputy commissioner of banking, and in 1939 he 
came to Two Rivers as executive vice president and a director of 
the Two Rivers Savings Bank, serving in those connections until 
elected to the presidency in July, 1943, with the following directors: 
William A. Priegnitz, David LeClair, John J. Tadych, Edward A. 
Koutnik, Mike Kirst, George W. Schmidt, Dr. C. J. Skwor, CG. A. 
Becker, Ben Urbanek and Rudolph Stangel.’ The bank showed a 
steady growth, from $900,000 assets in 1939 to $2,700,000 assets in 
1945. 

Mr. O’Brien served as treasurer of the Wisconsin Bankers Asso- 
ciation, and his public spirit is shown in the fact that he served as 
the secretary-treasurer of the U.S.O. at Two Rivers and as president 
of the board of directors of the Two Rivers Municipal Hospital. He 
belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights 
of Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters, and he is a parish- 
ioner of St. Luke’s Catholic Church at Two Rivers. He has always en- 
joyed outdoor sports, and while attending the Stevens Point State 
Teachers College he was captain of the football team. While at the 
University of Wisconsin he was class orator of the class of 1901. 

In St. Joseph’s Catholic Church at Berlin, Wisconsin, Mr. O’Brien 
was married, August 20, 1908, to Katherine Metcalf, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Metcalf, who were pioneer natives of Waushara 
County, Wisconsin. Mrs. O’Brien acquired her scholastic education 
in the rural schools of Waushara County, in the Berlin high school 
and in Oshkosh State Teachers College. She was a teacher in the 
Berlin public schools for three years. While in Kenosha Mrs. O’Brien 
served as president of the Past Presidents of the Parents and Teach- 
ers Association, and was a member of the Milwaukee Arch Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women. Since coming to Two Rivers Mrs. O’Brien 
has been active in the women’s organizations of the city, and is at 
present president of the Round Table Women’s Club and is vice presi- 
dent of the Green Bay Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. 

Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien have a son and three daughters. Edwin B. 
attended the University of Wisconsin and St. Mary’s College of 
Kansas, and was married in Racine in 19385 to Evelyn Drinkwater. 
Margaret E. attended Rosary College and the University of Illinois, 
winning the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1933. She is now Sister Mary 
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Norbert of the Dominican Order and is teaching in Edgewood Col- 
lege at Madison. Catherine attended the National College of Edu- 
cation in Evanston, Illinois. She was married in 1935 to J. Albert 
Murphy, and they are now living in Des Moines, Iowa. Mary Jane 
was graduated from the Whitewater State Teachers College in 1940, 
and three years later was married to Richard J. Pliska, of Antigo, 
both being teachers in the Denmark high school. 


EDWARD A. KOUTNIK has devoted the last twenty years to the 
banking business and is now the cashier of the Two Rivers Savings 
Bank, to the growth and success of which institution he has made 
large contribution since its reorganization a decade ago. Born in 
_ Kewaunee, Wisconsin, October 3, 1896, he is a son of Frank and 
Mary (Wotja) Koutnik, the mother a daughter of J. F. Wotja. The 
grandfather of Mr. Koutnik in the paternal line was Mathew Kout- 
nik, who became a resident of Kewaunee County during the early 
period of its development and established a grocery store, which he 
successfully carried on for some time. His son, Frank Koutnik, was 
born in Kewaunee County and he too became a grocer, carrying on 
mercantile interests along that line until he sold out and removed to 
the farm on which he and his wife are now living. She was also born 
in Kewaunee County. By their marriage they became parents of 
eight children, six sons and two daughters. 

Edward A. Koutnik, who is the second of their family, obtained 
his early education in the rural schools near his boyhood home and 
afterward attended high school in Kewaunee, while later he entered 
the training school at Algoma and subsequently studied at the White- 
water State Teachers College. He likewise attended the University 
of Wisconsin for a time. Previously he had taught for two years in 
rural schools and after finishing his course at Whitewater he taught 
for three years in the high school at Waukesha, Wisconsin, but gave 
up his work as an educator in 1923, having decided to turn his atten- 
tion to the banking business. He was cashier in the Tisch Mills Bank 
at Tisch Mills, Wisconsin, for the decade between 1928 and 1938, 
when, after the bank moratorium declared by President F. D. Roose- 
velt, the bank merged with the Two Rivers Savings Bank, and he has 
since been with the latter, now holding the office of cashier. He has 
closely studied the banking business in principle and detail and his 
close application and understanding have featured in the growth of 
the business. 

The military record of Mr. Koutnik covers the first World War. 
After America’s entrance into the conflict he enlisted at Kewaunee, 
attended the Officers Training School at Camp Lee, Virginia, and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant. He then did personnel work in the 
United States until the close of hostilities, after which he resumed 
his interrupted studies. He now has membership in the American 
Legion and is serving as commander of the local post and is connected 
with the 40 and 8. He is deeply interested in all that pertains to the 
country’s welfare and progress and now that the United States is 
again engaged in a global conflict he is acting as county chairman 
for the war bond drives and is often called upon to address the pub- 
lic on the matter of bond buying. He belongs to the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, is a Rotarian and is now serving as clerk, 
treasurer and one of the directors of the Two Rivers Rotary Club. 
He has membership connection with the Knights of Columbus and 
for one year was grand knight of the order for Wisconsin. He is now 
treasurer of the Holy Name Society and is a communicant of St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church of Two Rivers. 
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Mr. Koutnik married Rose Konop, of Kewaunee, a daughter of 
Wenzel and Dorothy (Roidt) Konop, the wedding being celebrated in 
1922. She also is a member of St. Luke’s Church and belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus Auxiliary and to the Legion Auxiliary. The 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Koutnik are Robert and Jeanice. The for- 
mer, born May 11, 1924, is now a junior in St. Norbert College at 
West DePere, Wisconsin, and is a student with the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps. The daughter, born November 18, 1926, attended 
high school in Two Rivers and is now a student in Rosary College. 


ARABUT LUDLOW. No history of Monroe and Green County 
would be complete without more than passing mention of Arabut 
Ludlow, one of the first merchants of the city and one of the 
founders and the first president of the First National Bank. His 
name is inseparably interwoven with the growth, development and 
progress of this section of the state, and he aided in laying broad 
and deep the foundation upon which was built the later improve- 
ment of Green County. He was a New Englander who came here 
in pioneer times. Born in Burlington, Vermont, June 21, 1818, 
he was a son of James and Rosana (Morton) Ludlow, who were 
also natives of the Green Mountain State. Arabut Ludlow was 
reared on his father’s farm amid the New England hills and at- 
tended the common schools of the neighborhood. In 1838 he went 
to Lyons, Ionia County, Michigan, where he was employed to carry 
the mail between Grand Rapids and Livingston County, traveling 
through a wild and largely unsettled country. After eighteen 
months thus spent he went to Chicago, and there arranged to en- 
gage in the peddling business. A clear picture of his experiences 
is given in a little booklet issued by the First National Bank of 
Monroe, of which he was once president and which says: “In the 
early days of Green County there were few villages in southern 
Wisconsin with a business large enough to support what might be 
called a store. Early settlers had to depend on the monthly trips 
of the peddler for necessities and luxuries of frontier life and news 
of friends back east. In the early 1840s, when Arabut Ludlow estab- 
lished his route between Chicago and Madison by way of Rockford, 
Belvidere and Monroe, there were only blazed trees and Indian 
trails to mark the way. At that time there was only one house be- 
tween Monroe and Madison. Early settlers looked forward to the 
monthly trips of Mr. Ludlow. To most people he was the one 
connecting link between hardy frontier life and the civilization 
some people called ‘Home’ back east... . . Arabut Ludlow saw the 
forest retreat before the ringing ax of the pioneer farmer. He 
saw spring planting and rich harvests in the fall. In spite of hard- 
ships of the day he knew that Green County and Monroe would 
prosper and one day he left Chicago with larger stocks than usual. 
Early one particular morning you might have seen him on a lad- 
der in front of a building on the square putting up a sign ‘A. Lud- 
low & Co., Gen. Merchandise.’ His business grew and prospered.” 
The day when there were no bridges and he was compelled to ford 
or ferry over streams was passed, and in 1846 he opened his 
store, which he successfully conducted for some years. From 1839 
until his death he was closely associated with the business devel- 
opment of the city. He entered financial circles by becoming the 
organizer of the Bank of Monroe and later he was elected to the 
presidency of the First National Bank, which today stands as 
a firm monument to its early promoters and managers. He lived 
to witness a marked contrast to the time when he drove his ped- 
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dler’s wagon through almost unbroken forests and a little later when 
he sold eggs at six cents per dozen and meat at eight cents per 
pound. He was instrumental in bringing about many of the ad- 
vantageous changes and was always a most public-spirited citizen. 

In the year in which he opened his Monroe store—1846—he 
married Caroline Sanderson, of Winnebago County, Illinois, who 
was a native of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and they had five chil- 
dren, Henry, Edwin, Willis, Addie and Nellie. The eldest son con- 
tinued a resident of Monroe, where now resides his daughter, Mrs. 
Frank B. Luchsinger, mentioned elsewhere in this work. 


FRANK B. LUCHSINGER, deceased, was regarded as one of the 
. most progressive business men of Monroe and at the time of his 
demise was the valued president of the First National Bank. He 
was also associated with various other business and public enter- 
prises, his cooperation being considered an asset of worth in the 
promotion of each. Moreover his sterling characteristics gained him 
the unqualified respect and enduring regard of all with whom he 
was associated, so that his friends were legion. 

Mr. Luchsinger was born in Monroe, February 20, 1879, a son 
of John and Elsbeth (Kundert) Luchsinger. Having completed his 
high school course he entered business circles in connection with 
the plumbing interests of the town, and his activities gradually 
expanded in scope and importance with the passing years. He laid 
aside his business career in 1898 in order to enlist for service in 
the Spanish-American War, in which he served as a corporal in 
the Seventh Wisconsin Infantry. The best illustration of his inter- 
est in military affairs and veterans’ problems can be shown by call- 
ing to mind his work along these lines during and after the first 
World War. 

In 1904 Mr. Luchsinger became the owner and superintendent 
of the Monroe Waterworks Company, continuing as its head until 
1907. He was also interested in the monument business, with which 
his wife is still identified. He saw and recognized opportunities that 
others passed heedlessly by, and in their utilization he constantly 
forged forward to the goal of success. In 1917 he entered the 
field of finance, being elected a director of the First National Bank 
of Monroe and later he became one of its officials, being made 
vice president in 1922 and president in 1927. He remained the 
chief executive officer from that time until his death, giving his at- 
tention to administrative affairs of the bank, which prospered under 
his careful and wise guidance. He was also a director of the Wis- 
consin Bank Shares Corporation, with which the First National 
was affiliated. 

As he prospered Mr. Luchsinger invested considerable of his 
capital in land and became the owner of several excellent farms, 
which were utilized for the raising of fine blooded stock, both 
horses and cattle. He became widely known as a breeder and 
trainer of notable racing stock and from his stud came Peter Mc- 
Kinney, with a record of 2:013/4, and the winner of the world cham- 
pionship for four-year old harness horses in 1929. For many 
years he was president of the Green County Fair Association and 
he was also president of the Monroe Country Club, of which he 
was one of the organizers. He belonged to the Knights of Pythias 
lodge and he was a civic-minded man who not only watched with 
interest the progress that was being made in public affairs but 
manifested enthusiastic support of all worthwhile public projects. 


: : Vile ooery 
wa %) eee. 8S Ee ; 
‘ ‘ 5 — a5 = sil ae » : Pe ee ee. a 
wodw asta! sliJii x baa atesT0Y nsoloiday Jeomls fyvoti) aogew eae 
veq eins Idyis ts tas bes aaaob rq «lass 2le 38 epee ROR BE: i 
-ba sfit Jo ynam duods yuignind ot Iatacnurifenth saw oH .banog 
nesitis bathigeolldoq jeom 8 syewis exw bre expmeds auovgaiaay 
«od @hSi—arode cotaol ald bensqe od doikdw nt aa9< ot nt 
ar odw joni] .~taow oygadenniW Yo qozisbas2 sgilois0 bev >» 
filo evi bad yor! boa atsanfosest sebitrdmaD Yo svitet 4 sew 
”* 900 ioe Jeeblo ofT sitlov bus sibbA iW ciwba “emasH ytetb 
f Ak .1atdgueb eid esbient won stedw eowmoM Yo inshiaes 2 beans ~ | 
se eit? of otedweals banoiiaem szsgnietool 3 dasa : 


‘ 
® 
® 


: efi to sto an bobiagst saw boenessh journo. 4 wuadrt — 


> zit Yo sari of? jn bree sounoM Yo mom sesnieud svieestgo7q teomt 


all .iceil lanciiayl tel ed? jo Iashiesnq fsvlav ond saw szinwb 
-taine sildug bra eeenieud a9tiio avotiay djtw bataisoses ovals taw - 


eoj oi drow Yo teers ma hsaobiancs gain! moiiateqoos vid .eseiig i. 


: mid bomisy ecttetasioaiads yailieta aid tovoe ‘MW toes bo moon 1g ; 
sd modw ditw ix to bisget gnitwhas bone Seqen hofilaupay ef3 
noizal sisw abaerrt sid tad? oe ,belaisoeen saw 
7 moe a TRI OS viavwsd ,ormeM wi miod eaw wgniedout «7M 
zid baislamos gnivell tsgniertood (irobawA) diode’ baw dol to rl 
diiw noifennos mi xsiviis eesniapd borsine od -sew0s foonse fgid . 


: viizubarg ectliyiios 2id bas .wol sdi 10 etavisini yoidmuld ond? 2: 
biel sH .zssy arizasg at! AD ssatrogmi baie sqooe ni bebaeq¢xs . 
7 mi ecivxwea to) Jailao of 1 ai BERT «il iseia0 seaniaed eid chien ¢ 
ai istoqyes 2 an Bbevioe ad ihoitw ni 3aW anoiismA-fainage adj 

“siai eid Yo noitatheollt jeed wfT .exieetol niacoselW dineve2 odd aot 
-lizo yd oworla od nes emolderg “anptalov ba rtiavie viatiling at tes a1 


‘ fes% sci toths bee gnisuh asi! seed? ynola dvow eid baie of gat ; 
WW dlsoW: 6 4h 

' ashuisiateque baa 1900 aft? arnased isgnistion! aM 80e! al 

= fiinu based 2ti ex yoiuciinos ome showwisW somoM od? Bo 


- deidw diiw zescieud fasmunem of? ni hatestotai oefs 2aew oH JT0CE 
farts asitimudJzoggo basinyoogs bre . 3H _betitasbi Hite ai sthw eid 5 Oo 
elimagenos sil notigcilita ved? al bre .vd ylaedbaed beeeaq arsdie 7 
aft tessiage od Tiel oa! . Yo teow off of ‘raw? boro? 

y dns lanoiiey. teriT edt Yo wotoetib 8 beiccle gnied onan Yo bist =o 

: aban uptied »leloifoe efi to ote samed of total bas soTmo MN to: + ve: 

3 ott baniemet ofl .TSe! at tesbiessg hue Shel ni tnsbiesiq 99fF 5 1: 

: -ia vid gaivin slasb «id Rtag gett? ted? mot 1990/0 svitucezs Melde (ee 


sehau bomaeosq 4 ied o@2 to etiea svidatizinimbs of aoltiasd 2-54 
- -2iW of} lo xotsevib & offs eew oH enahiicg sciw bas loletes eid 
lenolis% aad odd doidw diw .cotteroqreD asiede das alenos = 
‘gid Yo sidewsbianco bofesvat veyaindowd «aM bessqeorg of 8X | 
serist gosllosxe latevse Yo wawo sald srmnced bas baal si latiqggo 
diod sabeta baboold onf Yo yateiny ed?- 10% besifite susw didw + a 
baa tebogmd a 26 mwoud vleblw emiated sil siftas bee mpenn |=) 
_»M ~6oT souro bude eid mot bets sods gnioet sidatoa to Teaiet rs 
_-crads bhow adt to ronaiw sdf bag 07S to broses o ili oeaat age 
sues toF .C20I ai eozrod emened “blo aesy-met tol qideneigns > 
has sotfeieerA tie VinweD) god sel? Yo tavbiantq caw * 
ef dole Yo dul gitavo’) sommoM off Yo insbieswg oela aaw od 
aaiitvd to zidyind sat of bagnoied SH = -e1sxinagw oft to ene 288. - 
- diiw bertotew ylao Joa odw cam _bebaiprotvis & 2ew ad Bea sabol, ’ 
dud etialia sildaq ai obam gris egw Jedd 2setQ03q wt teri | ¥ 
ztosiowg oildug, olidwiiiow MMe to hogqse siteziavdine belestinem - |. 
mS . . 


2 cree ee: —_ , 


cr: em) ? ™. \ 
at Ay Lace bn 


BIOGRAPHY 353 


On December 25, 1901, Mr. Luchsinger married May Ludlow, 
a daughter of Henry and Lida (Conde) Ludlow. She is a graduate 
of the Monroe high school and at the University of Wisconsin was 
a student for two years. Soon after their marriage she went with 
her husband to New Mexico and Arizona for the benefit of his health, 
remaining in the Southwest for five years. She shared in her hus- 
band’s love of fine horses, a taste which both inherited from their 
parents, and having the means to indulge this taste they became the 
owners of a fine stable, riding horses being their particular fancy. 
The death of Mr. Luchsinger occurred February 27, 1940, in Florida, 
whither he had gone hoping that a change of climate might benefit 
his health. He was then sixty-one years of age. Monroe felt that 
he was a citizen she could ill afford to lose, and his death was deeply 
deplored by his many friends as well as by those within the immedi- 
ate family circle. 

Mrs. Luchsinger, who is a granddaughter of Arabut Ludlow, one 
of the pioneer settlers and prominent business men of this section 
of the state, is a recognized leader in the civic and social life of 
Monroe and is widely known throughout Wisconsin. She has held 
some office in the local chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution since it was organized. She is also very active in Red 
Cross work, serving as chairman of the Green County Chapter for 
twenty years but resigned in 1927, at which time she was elected 
treasurer of the chapter, a position she still holds. During 1941 
and 1942 she was national president of the Woman’s Relief Corps, 
the auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic. Twenty years 
before, in 1920-21, she had served as president of the Wisconsin 
department of this organization. In 1921 she was appointed to the 
board of the Grand Army Home for Veterans at King, Wisconsin, 
by Governor Blaine, and has been retained in that position by Gov- 
ernors Zimmerman, Kohler and Heil, being the only woman serving 
on the board. In 1941 Mrs. Luchsinger was appointed a director of 
the First National Bank of Monroe. She has been a member of 
the Monroe school board and of the Library board, and she is help- 
fully associated with all that has to do with the intellectual and 
cultural progress of the community. She has membership in the 
Woman’s Club, the Monday Club and the Pythian Sisters and, like 
her husband, she is identified with all that makes for the betterment 
and upbuilding of her home city. Mrs. Luchsinger is living in the 
old Ludlow homestead which was built by her grandfather. Idle 
Hour Farm, as it is known, has an interesting historical background 
and houses many relics of pioneer days. It is Mrs. Luchsinger’s 
desire that some day the old homestead will be preserved as a 
memorial by the Wisconsin State Historical Society. 


FRANCIS L. BREWER, who for almost three decades has practiced 
law in Richland Center and since 1921 has been a member of the 
well known firm of Brindley & Brewer, was born April 7, 1888, in 
the city which is still his place of residence, his parents being Loren 
E. and Johanna (Dorgan) Brewer. His father was born amid the 
Green Mountains of Vermont and was only two years of age when 
his parents left New England to become residents of Wisconsin, set- 
tling in Richland Center in 1851. The paternal grandfather was a 
carpenter and civil engineer who surveyed the original plat of Rich- 
land Center. He and the mother of President Coolidge had a common 
ancestor, the family being residents of Vermont in early times. Loren 
E. Brewer, in connection with Judge Fries of Richland Center, here 
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established a tannery, which proved a successful enterprise. He mar- 
ried Johanna Dorgan, who was reared at Keyesville, Wisconsin, where + 
her parents located after coming from Ireland to the new world. In 
the family of Loren E. and Johanna Brewer were two children, the 
daughter being Catherine, now the wife of John I. Wallace, of Rich- 
land Center. 

The son, Francis L. Brewer, after acquiring a high school education 
in his native city, entered the State Normal at Whitewater and then 
engaged in teaching for a year. He next enrolled as a law student in 
the University of Wisconsin, which conferred on him the Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1914 and, thus equipped for a professional career, he 
returned home and entered the law office of P. L. Lincoln, with whom 
‘he continued until 1921, gaining valuable experience during that asso- 
ciation and making the initial steps that have carried him steadily for- 
ward since he joined E. E. Brindley in a partnership that has now 
continued for twenty-two years. He has been accorded a liberal 
clientele that has connected him with much important work of the 
courts in this district and his ability is attested in the many favorable 
verdicts he has won. He has membership in the State Bar Association 
and he enjoys the respect and confidence of his colleagues and con- 
temporaries in the practice of law. 

Mrs. Brewer was before their marriage Miss Mary M. Kelley, a 
daughter of Mrs. Margaret (Hines) Kelley, a native of Crawford 
County, Wisconsin. Mrs. Brewer is a graduate of the Platteville 
State Teachers College. Mr. and Mrs. Brewer are parents of two 
daughters and two sons, Mary Catherine, born April 24, 1916, and 
now the wife of Dr. Kilian H. Meyer, of Milwaukee, is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin, where she took a pre-medical course and 
had charge of the blood bank at the Wisconsin General Hospital prior 
to her marriage. Loren Jerome, the older son, born August 8, 1917, 
was graduated on the completion of a course in chemistry at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and is now professionally connected with the 
Marathon Chemical Company. Robert Francis, born July 28, 1918, 
also an alumnus of the University of Wisconsin, is a mechanical en- 
gineer with the Allis-Chalmers Company at Milwaukee. Elizabeth 
Ann, who completes the family, was born August 27, 1926, and ISVAL 
home with her parents. 

The family are members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and Mr. 
Brewer belongs to the Catholic Order of Foresters. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Kiwanis Club and his political support is given the Demo- 
cratic party. He has been an active and helpful participant in the 
public life of the community, served as a member of the city council 
and later was elected mayor, continuing in the office for eight years, 
and has likewise been city attorney. He served many years as a di- 
rector of the Richland County Agricultural Society and as president of 
the Richland Country Club. Thus he has contributed to the profes- 
sional and civie progress of his home city and his influence as well 
as his labors have been factors in the steady development and up- 
building of the community, his eight years’ service as mayor having 
constituted a vital element in public improvement here. 


JAMES E. DELONG, who started out in the business world as an 
engine designer after securing a college education as a mechanical 
engineer, is today the president and executive head of the Waukesha 
Motor Company, builder of motors since 1906, and now employing 
almost two thousand men on defense projects. The story of this 
company is one of the romances of modern industry, and for twenty- 
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four years Mr. DeLong has been associated with the corporation, 
which called him to the presidency in 1936. 

Born in Zionsville, Indiana, May 31, 1889, James E. DeLong is in 
the prime of life, strong and resourceful, ready for any emergency 
and for any opportunity. He is ason of James and Frances (Havens) 
DeLong, who were farming people, the former of French descent, 
while the mother was of English lineage. His grandfathers, Joseph 
DeLong and Jeremiah Havens, were natives of Indiana and there 
reared their families. James DeLong was married twice. By his 
first wife, Anna (Shaw) DeLong, he had one child, W. E. DeLong. By 
his marriage to Frances Havens he had two more sons, Ernest and - 
James E. 

The last named began his education in a country school near his 
father’s farm, continued his studies through the grades in the public 
schools of Zionsville, and next attended the high school of New Au- 
gusta, Indiana, while later he was a student in Purdue University, 
where he majored in mechanical engineering. Following his gradua- 
tion he secured a position as engine designer with the Rutenberg 
Company at Logansport, Indiana, and later was with that company 
at Marion, Indiana, and with the Rutenberg Electric Company of 
Marion, of which in due time he became secretary. His knowledge 
gained through experience brought him advancement from time to 
time as his ability was demonstrated by the practical test. 

The first World War, however, interrupted his activities in his 
chosen field, for he joined the army, becoming a captain in the First 
Division. He spent two years overseas, eight months with the Army 
of Occupation at Coblenz. After his return to the United States and 
his discharge from the army he joined the Indiana Motor Truck Com- 
pany of Marion as plant manager, there remaining until 1923, when 
he came to Waukesha and joined the Waukesha Motor Works as sales 
engineer, his previous experience well qualifying him for the respon- 
sibilities of this position because of his understanding of motor en- 
gine construction. In 1932 he was advanced to the office of vice presi- 
dent and after four years became president of the corporation, which 
had been growing steadily and is today one of the foremost productive 
industries of southeastern Wisconsin. A detailed history of the busi- 
ness is given en another page of this work. It now gives employ- 
ment to more than 2,000 people. This not only constitutes a vital 
source of income to the town but is also of much worth to the Govern- 
ment at the present, being devoted to defense projects. 

Mr. DeLong is a member of the University Club of Milwaukee and 
he has membership in the Merrill Hills Country Club. Fraternally 
he is a Mason and has taken the Commandery degrees of the York 
Rite. In 1912 he married Esther M. Rogers, of Logansport, Indiana, 
and they have one son, Roger G., who was graduated from Purdue 
University as a mechanical engineer and for one year attended 
Harvard as a student in the School of Business Administration. He 
is now sales engineer with the Twin Disc Company of Rockford, 
Illinois. 


WAUKESHA Motor CoMPANY. The year 1906 was a momentous 
one in the history of southeastern Wisconsin, for it chronicled the 
building of the first gasoline engine in Waukesha and the organiza- 
tion of a little company that was the predecessor of the Waukesha 
Motor Company. ““lritles light as air” often seem to be the turning 
points in history, and when the head of the Modern Steel Structural 
Company asked his chief engineer, Harry Horning, and his master 
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mechanic, Fred Ahrens, to put in running condition a gasoline engine 
which he had purchased for his lake boat the die was cast that was 
largely to influence the city’s future industrial development. The 
young men proved equal to the task assigned them, but while working 
on the engine they reached the conclusion that a better engine could 
be made and decided to design one. Leaving the Modern Steel Struc- 
tural Company, they formed a partnership, in which they were joined 
by James Remington, for the conduct of a garage and the manufac- 
ture of gasoline engines, and over their place of business was the 
legend “The Blue Front Garage—cars washed, stored and repaired— 
Morgan & Wright and Hartford Tires.” It became their practice 
when a car was left with them over night for repair to spend many of 
the night hours in taking the engine apart, analyze and study it and 
then before daylight put it together again, tuned up and skillfully ad- 
justed, ready for the owner. In this way they learned much concern- 
ing gasoline engines—and then they built their own, which cost them 
$12,000. It started easily and ran well, as the result of their thorough 
research. The engine was placed on the market at a price of five 
hundred dollars to compete with others that were selling at that price. 
In those days an order for from twenty-five to fifty cars was con- 
sidered a big one, and this they obtained for a pleasure car engine for 
the Klink Motor Car Company of Dansville, New York, while a little 
later the Sternberg Motor Truck Company of Milwaukee became an 
important customer. The design and all the original drawings for 
the first Sternberg truck were made in the drafting room of the Wau- 
kesha Motor Company. The business was now steadily growing and in 
1909 they made plans for the building of a new factory which would 
increase their capacity to two thousand motors a year. The original 
Waukesha Motor Company was organized with Allan Stebbins as 
president; Fred Ahrens as vice president, and H. L. Horning as sec- 
retary-treasurer, and with the retirement of Mr. Stebbins, Sam Per- 
kins joined the firm. 

Then came the first World War, with its demand for food, followed 
by a demand for a tractor engine that could produce results more 
rapidly. Tractor manufacturers came to Waukesha and urged the 
Motor Company to build for them a motor that was light, powerful 
and dependable, and in a tractor demonstration held in Fremont, 
Nebraska, twelve out of thirteen of the important tractors were pow- 
ered by the Waukesha product. Then came the demand for me- 
chanical transportation in industry and again the Waukesha Motor 
Company, applying its methods of thorough research, was soon able 
to meet the requirements. 

After America entered the war and President Wilson appointed a 
War Industries Board, a standardized truck program was inau- 
- gurated and H. L. Horning was appointed chairman of the engine 
design committee to develop the Class B military truck. He, together 
with his chief engineer, J. B. Fisher, and other industrial leaders, as 
dollar-a-year men, spent most of the winter of 1917-18 in Washington 
designing the truck, and many of the chief features of the Waukesha 
designs were embodied in the military truck engine, and brought to 
the company international fame, the plant being devoted to the build- 
ing of the engines throughout the remainder of the war period. 

With the return of peace to the countries of the world further re- 
search along scientific lines led the company to develop a gasoline- 
testing engine, now known to the industry as the Waukesha G.r Ra 
engine. Waukesha engineers working with the Cooperative Fuel Re- 
search Committee evolved our present day definition of basic princi- 
ples in fuel utilization and octane rating. As a result the company 1s 
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now the sole maker of the world’s standard testing unit for gasoline 
fuels—the ASTM-CFR octane rating engine. This is a laboratory in- 
strument which has been adopted by the United States Bureau of 
Standards, the American Society of Testing Materials and the Ameri- 
can Petroleum Institute in the United States and in Hurope by the 
Institute of Petroleum Technologists, which has its main office in 
London. 

The Waukesha Motor Company in 1926 began making six-cylinder 
engines with a patented girder crankcase. Today this is used on 
most of their popular truck and bus engines. The refinement and de- 
velopment of the Rixardo Head was another result of their general 
research program. In 1927 Waukesha carefully investigated the 
Diesel field. They built an experimental L-head Diesel in 1928 and 
two years later several of these engines were made for industrial serv- 
ice. However, they were not entirely satisfied with their performance 
and so developed the Waukesha Comet type engine in three $1zes, 
which is used particularly in trucks. Later they secured the Ameri- 
can license to build the Swedish Hesselman Diesel engine and, com- 
bined with their own design, the new product has outranked the 
European model. Two of the most recent Waukesha accomplish- 
ments are the Waukesha Railway Ice Engine, used in air-conditioning 
trains, and the Waukesha Railway Ice Engine Unit, a gas engine and 
compressor that operates automatically, using propane gas in tanks 
for fuel. These ice engines have also been adapted for home and of- 
fice use in air conditioning. 

With the cutbreak of World War II they have cooperated with the 
various branches of the service to provide them with the finest mo- 
torized equipment suited to the needs of each battle front. 

The Waukesha plant of the present is in marked contrast to the 
little shop in which the first engine was built thirty-seven years ago, 
containing only five thousand square feet of floor space. Today the 
plant covers about ten acres, with 607,000 feet of floor space, and the 
buildings are thoroughly modern in construction and equipment. For- 
ty-three types of engines are manufactured, seventeen of four-cylin- 
der type and the remainder of six-cylinder constructions. The com- 
pany attributes much of its success to the loyalty and cooperation of 
its employes, men of ability and worth, a considerable number having 
been with the company for more than a quarter of a century. Today 
there are more than 2,300 names on the payroll and the plant is work- 
ing one hundred per cent for the war effort. The business is a na- 
tional asset, not only known from coast to coast, but in every part of 
the civilized world, shipments having been made to many foreign 
countries. Initiative and research have brought forth many new 
ideas of the greatest value to the industry and the output of the Wau- 
kesha Motor Company stands unsurpassed throughout America. 


Junias H. PLEuss, who is the owner of the Junias H. Pleuss Realty 
Company of Manitowoc and who has been identified with other im- 
portant interests of the city, is a man whose forceful and dynamic 
qualities in business have constituted the foundation upon which he 
has built a most creditable success and won for himself an enviable 
place in the financial circles of the city. His life story illustrates 
what can be accomplished through individual effort and should there- 
fore serve as a source of inspiration and encouragement to others. 

Born in Manitowoc Rapids, August QO P1892, LE. Pleuss is a son 
of Ernst and Martha (Lindeman) Pleuss and a representative of one 
of the pioneer families of Wisconsin, his. great-grandfather having 
come from his native Germany to the United States and cast in his 
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lot with the first settlers of Liberty, Wisconsin. Ernst Pleuss married 
Martha Lindeman, a daughter of Klaus and Martha J.iindeman, who 
came from Holstein, Denmark, before that section was taken over by 
Germany. They, too, were early residents of the Liberty district and, 
like the Pleuss family, Mr. Lindeman gave his attention to farming. 
Ernst Pleuss, aside from his business activities, was helpfully in- 
terested in community affairs and served on the school board and held 
other local offices. 

Junias H. Pleuss, who is the fourth in order of birth in the family 
of six children born to his parents, began his education in the country 
school near the family home and later he secured employment in a 
country store, where he remained for three years. Realizing what 
benefits further educational training would be to him he then pursued | 
a course in a business college and subsequently took a course in law 
through the University of Wisconsin Extension, the knowledge there- 
by attained being of immense benefit to him in the conduct of his 
business affairs in later years. For three years Mr. Pleuss was em- 
ployed as a bookkeeper in Manitowoc and Racine, after which he 
became manager of the Manitowoc County Abstract Company for 
four years, and is still the secretary of the company. He also spent 
one year as deputy Register of Deeds of Manitowoc County, after 
which he took charge of the real estate department of the Linstedt- 
Hoffman Company, continuing in that connection for seven years, 
during which time he gained broad and valuable experience along 
the line which now claims much of his attention. In 1923 he organized 
the Junias H. Pleuss Realty Company and in the same year he also 
organized the Pleuss Investment Corporation. He became its president 
and so continues. This corporation developed various subdivisions, 
such as Pleuss subdivision, Torrison subdivision, West Lawn sub- 
division of fifty acres and other unnamed tracts. These properties 
were improved with hundreds of lovely homes which the corporation 
built and financed on liberal payment plans, adding much to the im- 
provement of the city. Mr. Pleuss has been very active in connection 
with the real estate business in Manitowoc and personally is the owner 
of much valuable property here. The Junias H. Pleuss Realty Com- 
pany conducts a general real estate brokerage business and arranges 
loans and mortgages, and is an important factor in the business 
activity of the community. Mr. Pleuss also conducts a general insur- 
ance business, handling all lines of insurance, and has occupied his 
present offices at 807 Jay Street since 1928. In addition to his other 
interests he is the secretary and general manager of the Manitowoc 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and out of the home office he directs 
and underwrites the business of the company which is produced by 
hundreds of agents in Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio. He was the 
organizer of the Great Lakes Fire & Marine Insurance Company, with 
headquarters in Milwaukee, but later he sold his interest in that 
business. Whatever he undertakes he carries forward to successful 
completion, allowing no obstacles or difficulties to bar his path when 
they can be overcome by determined effort. He early realized that 
industry and close application are the real foundation of successful 
accomplishment and has always cultivated those qualities. In the 
insurance company organizations of which he is a member he is a 
past president of the Wisconsin Insurance Managers Club, vice presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Federation of Insurance Companies, a past 
director of the National Association of Mutual Insurance Agents, and 
now a member of the managing board of nine men of the Fire 
Insurance Rating Bureau for the state of Wisconsin. 
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Mr. Pleuss married Marie M. Morgan, of Elroy, Wisconsin. She 
is a daughter of Robert E. and Samantha Morgan. Mr. Pleuss is a 
member of the Lions Club, of which he has served as president. He 
also belongs to the Lakeside Country Club, the Elks Club and other 
clubs and organizations. His social qualities make for popularity 
among his constantly increasing circle of friends. 


JoHN R. CASHMAN, attorney at law, who has engaged in practice 
in Manitowoc since 1932, was born in Chicago, January 11, 1906, son 
of John E. and Sophie M. (Duaime) Cashman. His paternal grandpar- 
ents, John and Mary Cashman, were both natives of Ireland, whence 
they came to the United States, and they were married in this country. 
It’ was in 1849 that the grandfather crossed the Atlantic to the new 
world, and after marriage the young people settled in Kewaunee 
County, Wisconsin, with farming as their means of livelihood. Their 
son, John E. Cashman, was born on the family farm, and with the 
exception of a sixteen year period spent in Chicago has always lived 
in Wisconsin and engaged in agricultural pursuits. While in Chicago 
he filled the important post of storekeeper-gauger in the employ of 
the federal Government. After returning to his native state he was 
called upon to render signal public service as a member of the State 
Senate. The fact that he has served in this capacity continuously 
since 1923 is ample proof of his capability as a lawmaker and his 
loyalty to the best interests of the commonwealth. He married Sophie 
M. Duaime, daughter of Joseph Duaime, a French Canadian who came 
to the States from Quebec and served in the Civil War as a Union 
soldier under the command of General Sherman, being severely 
wounded in battle at Atlanta. Later he and his family settled on land 
in Lawrence, Brown County, Wisconsin, exchanging the rigors of war 
for the peaceful, busy life of the farm. John FE. and Sophie (Duaime) 
Cashman became parents of four children, of whom John R. is the 
youngest. The others, John Elzear, John Edward and Mary Jose- 
phine, all died in infancy. 

In acquiring his education John R. Cashman first attended the 
public schools of Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, then became a student 
in Holy Name Cathedral School of Chicago before entering high school 
in Denmark, Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 1922, a youth of 
sixteen years. Subsequently he studied in St. Norbert’s College, West 
De Pere, Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree at his 
graduation in 1927. Thus, witha broad literary training to serve as 
the foundation for professional knowledge, he matriculated as a law 
student at the University of Wisconsin, where he gained his Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 1931. 

Following his admission to the bar in that year Mr. Cashman 
opened an office in Wausau, Wisconsin, where he continued in practice 
for two years in association with Walter A. Graunke, and while there 
residing he also filled the office of assistant district attorney. He came 
to Manitowoc on December 3, 1982, and here entered the practice of 
law with Edward Meyer, an association that continued until June, 
1937, under the firm name of Meyer & Cashman. In 1934 Mr. Cash- 
man was elected district attorney of Manitowoc County, in which 
capacity he served for two terms. At that time he entered into asso- 
ciation with John Danielson, forming the firm of Cashman & Daniel- 
son, which continued until 1939, since which time Mr. Cashman has 
practiced independently. His skill in the application of legal princi- 
ples and his sympathetic understanding of human nature are ele- 
ments contributing to his success. Since 1940 he has served as divorce 
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counsel, and in sixty-five per cent of the cases he has been able to 
effect a reconciliation and thus avert the tragedy of a broken home— 
a major achievement in helping to stabilize family life in these diffi- 
cult times. He holds a high place in the esteem of his professional as- 
sociates as well as the public at large. 

Mr. Cashman’s military experience came to him as a member of 
the United States Naval Reserves from 1924 until 1928. He belongs 
to various fraternal organizations, including the Knights of Columbus, 
Catholic Order of Foresters, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Along professional lines 
he is connected with the Manitowoe County Bar Association and the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association. He is a communicant of St. An- 
drew’s Catholic Church and sings in the tenor division of the church 
choir. 

His interest in music and kindred cultural arts has brought him 
rich satisfactions. He is a member of the Meistersingers’ Guild, a 
male chorus of considerable reputation, and in 1931 helped to or- 
ganize the Masquers, a local little theater group, in which organiza- 
tion he is active both as a member and as a performer. Concerts and 
plays presented by these two organizations are greatly enjoyed by 
enthusiastic audiences in Manitowoc and other Wisconsin cities. The 
Little Theater also avails itself of Mr. Cashman’s talents as an actor, 
and the skill developed along the lines of his favorite wood-working 
hobby is a real asset when it comes to building stage settings for their 
productions. 

In 1985 Mr. Cashman married Miss Helen Cier, of Wausau, a 
daughter of John and Martha Cier, both now deceased. Mrs. Cashman 
shares her husband’s interest in the work of their church, also sing- 
ing in the choir, and she is an active, helpful member of the Catholic 
Woman’s Club. 


GILBERT DANIEL GAYNOR, a valued and representative resident of 
Plymouth, where he is engaged in the practice of law and where he is 
and has been actively identified with many progressive public meas- 
ures, was born May 4, 1905, in the city which is now his place of resi- 
dence, his parents being Matthew T. and Katharine (Murphy) Gaynor, 
both of whom are natives of Sheboygan County and are representa- 
tives of old families that came from Ireland and settled in the town 
of Mitchell many years ago. Matthew T. Gaynor was a cheese manu- 
facturer for several years and later was employed by the Wheeler 
Cheese Company of Plymouth for thirty years. The Wheeler Company 
was purchased by the Borden Company and Mr. Gaynor continued 
with them until his retirement in July, 1940. He died January 27, 
1945. 

In the pursuit of an education Gilbert D. Gaynor attended the 
Plymouth high school and in 1924 went to Milwaukee, where he was 
graduated from the Marquette Law School in June, 1929. He was 
admitted to the Wisconsin bar August 12, 1929. He worked his way 
through the law school by acting as guide through the new and modern 
plant of the Milwaukee Journal, by working for the Milwaukee Elec- 
tric Railway Company and also working in a restaurant for his meals. 
This course indicated the strong character and determined spirit of 
the young man, who never allowed obstacles or difficulties to bar his 
path but regarded them rather as an impetus for more strenuous effort 
on his part. 

After being licensed to practice Mr. Gaynor returned to Plymouth, 
where he has since followed his chosen calling and, although advance- 
ment at the bar is proverbially slow, he has steadily forged forward 
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and for a number of years has been well established in a large and 
growing law practice. On the Ist of May, 1936, he became city attor- 
ney and continued in the office until May 1, 1944, having during that 
time carefully safeguarded the legal interests of the municipality. 
His professional work has largely been confined to civil, probate and 
corporate practice, and he is well informed concerning these branches 
of legal learning. In 1982 he was appointed attorney for the Federal 
Land Bank of St. Paul for Sheboygan County and he is also one of 
the attorneys for the Home Owners Loan Corporation. 

In May, 1936, Mr. Gaynor married Miss Genevieve Hickey, daugh- 
ter of Eugene A. Hickey, who has been clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Sheboygan County since 1921, his daughter serving as his deputy 
up to the time of her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Gaynor have three 
children, one son, Eugene Patrick, and two daughters, Mary and Kath- 
leen. Mr. Gaynor has always been deeply and helpfully interested in 
the civic welfare of his community and is a member of the Plymouth 
Hospital board, serving as its vice president since 1931. He belongs 
to the Kiwanis Club and to the Knights of Columbus and is a member 
of St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church. His recreational 
interests are hunting, fishing, golf and other outdoor sports, to which 
he devotes his leisure hours, but the major part of his attention is 
given to his professional and public duties. He deserves much credit 
for what he has accomplished through his own unaided efforts, merit 
and ability bringing him to his present creditable and enviable po- 
sition. 


AUSTIN J. BAIRD, former municipal judge of Waukesha and an 
active member of the bar in southeastern Wisconsin for twenty-three 
years, was born December 31, 1892, in the city which is still his home, 
a son of William G. and Margaret (Mann) Baird, both of whom are 
now deceased. They were farming people of Waukesha County and 
both were of Scotch-Irish descent. The father was a son of Samuel 
and Mary Baird, both natives of Ireland and the maternal grandpar- 
ents of Judge Baird were James and Jane Mann, who were also born 
on the Emerald Isle. Both families became pioneer residents of Wau- 
kesha County and contributed to the early development and upbuild- 
ing of this section of the state. They devoted their attention to agricul- 
tural pursuits and the two grandfathers aided considerably in trans- 
forming wild land into rich and arable fields. In the family of Wil- 
liam G. and Margaret (Mann) Baird were five children, as follows: 
James W., who is chairman of the Town of Waukesha and is a farmer, 
living on the old homestead formerly occupied by his parents; William 
L., a cattle broker living in Waukesha; Austin J., whose name intro- 
duces this record; Leslie, who died at the age of fifteen years, and 
Samuel, who passed away when a little lad of but five years. 

The youthful experiences of Judge Baird were those which usually 
fall to the lot of the farm bred boy, who assists in the work of the 
fields from the time of early spring planting until crops are harvested. 
The winter months were spent as a pupil in the same rural school 
which his father and mother had attended and later he continued his 
education in the Waukesha high school. He next entered the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he was graduated with the Bachelor of 
Arts degree in the class of 1917 and immediately afterward he joined 
the army for service in the first World War. He entered as a private 
and served successively as a non-commissioned and a commissioned 
officer. , 

When the war was over Judge Baird returned home and again en- 
tered the University of Wisconsin, this time as a law student, and the 
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year 1922 witnessed his graduation with the Bachelor of Laws degree 
and his admission to practice in the courts of Wisconsin. For three 
_ years thereafter he was associated with the law firm of Lockney & 
Lowry, after which he practiced alone, enjoying a constantly growing 
patronage. He served as public administrator for a number of years, 
making a most creditable record in the position, and on the 3d of 
August, 1938, he was appointed municipal judge. 

The Judge belongs to the Waukesha County Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association 
and he has membership in the American Legion and served as com- 
mander of the local post and county commander for two years. He 
_is an advocate of military defense and preparedness in order to pre- 
vent a repetition of World War I and World War II. In 1923 he mar- 
ried Amy Paulson, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, a daughter of Peter 
and Clothilde (Diseree) Paulson. Mrs. Baird is a graduate of the 
‘University of Minnesota, and is very active in Red Cross work, being 
now on the administrative department of the local organization. She 
is likewise very active in the local Service Club. 


ARTHUR H. LOHMAN, purchasing agent for the Hamilton Manu- 
facturing Company of Two Rivers, was born July 380, 1872, in the 
city in which he still makes his home, a son of Henry P. and Emma 
Lohman. The father was one of the early and successful business 
men of Two Rivers, where he settled in the early 1860s and estab- 
lished the tanning business in 1869 which was conducted under the 
firm name of H. Lohman & Company. He developed a profitable en- 
terprise, which he carried on until 1888, when, owing to the scarcity 
of tanning bark and for other business reasons, he discontinued the 
business. He was a progressive and public-spirited citizen and served 
as alderman of the town. He died in 1896, at a comparatively early 
age, while his wife survived him for over forty years, passing away 
in 1938. 

Arthur H. Lohman was the elder of the two children born to his 
parents. At the usual age he entered the public schools of Two Rivers 
and after mastering the work of the various grammar grades, en- 
tered high school, in which he completed his course. He then. con- 
sidered the business opportunities before him and joined the Hamil- 
ton organization, with which he has since been connected—a fact 
indicative of his efficiency and his fidelity to the interests he has 
represented through all these years. He was promoted from time to 
time as he mastered the different phases of the business and in 1910 
was made purchasing agent, in which capacity he has now served for 
a third of a century. Other business interests have also profited by 
his cooperation and his clear judgment. He has been a director and 
president of the Two Rivers Building & Loan Association since its 
organization. 

Mr. Lohman’s activity also compassed various other lines. He is 
a member of the Grace Congregational Church and belongs to the 
Congregational Men’s Brotherhood. In Masonry he has taken the 
degrees of the lodge and the chapter, being now a Royal Arch Mason. 
He is likewise a Rotarian and is interested in all plans and measures 
for the public good. He formerly served as a member of the park 
board and he was president of the 1936 city centennial celebration. 
He never withholds his support from any projects which he deems 
will prove beneficial to this area or which is a matter of civic virtue 
and civic pride. He enjoys reading and history, is now president of 
the Public Library board, belongs to the High School Alumni Associa- 
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tion and is a member of the Manitowoc County Historical Society and 
the State Historical Society. 

In 1900 Mr. Lohman was united in marriage to Miss Nana Nash, 
a daughter of Hon. William T. Nash, editor of the Chronicle, published 
in Two Rivers, and at one time a member of the State Senate. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lohman have four children, Leslie, Gertrude, Ethel and 
Winifred. 


JUDGE PATRICK O’MEARA. Since 1871 the name of O’Meara has 
been closely associated with the history of the bench and bar of Wash- 
ington County, for in that year Judge Patrick O’Meara opened a law 
office in West Bend, where members of the family have since practiced, 
Thomas and Stephen O’Meara being of the third generation to follow 
the profession here. The ancestral line is traced back to the Judge’s 
grandfather, who was also named Patrick and who, a native of Treland, 
passed away in that country in 1815. His widow, Mary McEnerny 
O’Meara, remained on the Emerald Isle until 1836, when she came to 
America to make her home with her son Patrick, who was then living 
in the East, where her death occurred. 

Patrick O’Meara II was born on his father’s farm in County Tip- 
perary, Ireland, and sailed for the new world in 1835, settling in 
Flushing, Long Island. In 1838 in New York City he married Bridget 
Hayes, and, attracted by the opportunities of the growing West, he 
came to Wisconsin in 1844. Much of the land was still unclaimed and 
uncultivated and he took up a claim in Dodge County, Wisconsin, his 
patent thereto being signed by James K. Polk, then President of the 
United States. Mr. O’Meara immediately began the task of breaking 
the sod and converting his land into productive fields, which he con- 
tinued to cultivate until 1878. The success which he had attained then 
enabled him to live retired and he established his home in Watertown, 
Wisconsin, whence he removed to West Bend in 1880. Ten years 
elapsed, bringing him to the age of ninety-one years, ere his death on 
April 30, 1890. For about five years he had survived his wife, who 
died in 1885, at the age of eighty-eight years. Both were members of 
the Catholic church. Their family numbered three sons and a daugh- 
ter, John, Mary, Thomas and Patrick, of whom the first named was an 
adjutant on General Mitchell’s staff of the Confederate Army and was 
drowned in the Missouri River October 18, 1862, while carrying dis- 
patches. 

Patrick O’Meara, son of Patrick and Bridget (Hayes) O’Meara, 
was born in Dodge County, Wisconsin, February 27, 1845, and re- 
mained a lifelong resident of this state, where he rose to distinction 
as a leading lawyer and capable jurist, and where he was accounted 
one of the outstanding and most highly respected citizens of Wash- 
ington County. He pursued his early education in a private school 
at Watertown, Wisconsin, and later entered Northwestern University. 
Having decided to enter the legal profession he enrolled as a law stu- 
dent in the University of Wisconsin and was graduated June 28, 1870, 
as a member of the first law class there. In June, 1871, he began 
practicing in West Bend and it was not long before he was well estab- 
lished in his chosen calling. In 1874 he was elected district attorney 
and filled that position for eight years in a most acceptable and efli- 
cient manner. He served as mayor of his city in 1888 and again in 
1894 and 1895, and municipal progress was greatly promoted under 
his leadership. In 1902 he was elected county judge and remained on 
the bench for twenty-eight years, the court records bearing testimony 
to the fact that his decisions were ever fair and impartial. His was 
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a notably clean record, and not only as lawyer and jurist but as man 
and citizen he had the unqualified respect of all who knew him. He 
died in 1984. 

It was on the 27th of May, 1874, that Judge O’Meara married 
Louisa Reck, daughter of Hubert and Margaret (Gassen) Reck. She 
was born at West Bend, December 15, 1850. Her father engaged in 
shoemaking until 1864, when he and his eldest son, Herman, enlisted in 
Company E, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry, and he was killed at the 
battle of Cold Harbor, June 4, 1864, leaving a wife and seven daugh- 
ters. 

Thomas F. O’Meara, son of Judge Patrick and Louisa (Reck) 


,.O’Meara, was born in West Bend, June 19, 1878, and attended paro- 


chial school, after which he continued his education in the West Bend 
high school, from which he was graduated in 1896. He then taught 
school for two terms, after which he studied law in his father’s office, 
while subsequently be became a law student in Notre Dame University, 
where he was graduated in 1901. He at once joined his father and 
with his brother, John O’Meara, established the firm of O’Meara, 
O’Meara & O’Meara. John O’Meara received the degrees of A.B. and 
LL.B. from the University of Wisconsin. He remained in the firm 
until 1906, when he became established in Milwaukee, and from that 
time on the firm was known as O’Meara & O’Meara. 

Thomas F. O’Meara soon demonstrated his ability to successfully 
solve intricate and involved legal problems, while before the courts 
he presented his cause in a logical and convincing manner. He served 
West Bend as city attorney for twenty-six years. Politically he was 
a lifelong Democrat, giving unfaltering support to the party and its 
principles. He died in 1937 and is yet survived by his wife, who still 
lives in West Bend. Prior to her marriage she was Miss Emma Pick, a 
daughter of Andrew and Emma (Mayer) Pick. After graduating 
from West Bend high school she finished her schooling at the Academy 
of Our Lady, Longwood, and Milwaukee-Downer College. Andrew 
Pick was in the brewery and malting business, and one of the active 
contributors to the growth and development of the city of West Bend. 
He was instrumental in bringing to this city such industries as Enger- 
Kress and the West Bend Aluminum factories. 

Thomas F. O’Meara Jr., who now heads the present law firm of 
O’Meara & O’Meara, was born in West Bend, December 29, 1911, and 
having mastered the branches of learning taught in the parochial 
schools he attended the West Bend high school. He next entered the 
University of Notre Dame, where the Bachelor of Arts degree was 
conferred on him in 19383, while at the University of Wisconsin he 
gained his LL.B. degree in 1935. He then joined his father and again 
the firm of O’Meara & O’Meara became well known in the legal circles 
of West Bend, succeeding the first firm composed of his grandfather, 
Judge Patrick O’Meara, and the latter’s brother Thomas, while later 
the partners were Judge O’Meara and his son Thomas. Now again 
in 1935 the name of O’Meara & O’Meara was placed on the legal roster 
of West Bend, when Thomas Jr. became the partner of his father, 
Thomas O’Meara. After his father’s death in 1937 he practiced alone 
for some time, until he was joined by his brother Stephen. Thomas 
O’Meara of the present firm was married in 1941 to Agnes Raiss, of 
Detroit, Michigan, a daughter of Carl and Edna Kilclime Raiss, of 
Detroit. She is a graduate of St. Mary’s of Notre Dame, where she 
won the Bachelor of Arts degree, and of the University of Detroit. 
They have three children, two daughters and one son, Thomas. 

Stephen O’Meara, who is now serving in the army, is his brother’s 
law partner. Both brothers are members of the Washington County 
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Bar Association, the State Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association. They also belong to the Holy Angels Catholic Church, 
the Knights of Columbus and the Holy Name Society. They are like- 
wise members of Sigma Chi and Phi Delta Phi. 

Stephen O’Meara was admitted to the bar in June, 1941, follow- 
ing educational training at Notre Dame University and the University 
of Wisconsin. Now the name of the firm was again actively O’Meara 
& O’Meara, which name had been retained by Thomas O’Meara Jr. 
after his father’s death in anticipation of his brother’s joining him 
after graduation. In July, 1941, Stephen O’Meara was drafted into 
the army as a private. He acquired the rank of captain and is at 
present, July, 1945, stationed in Italy with the headquarters of the 
Five Hundred and Thirtieth Field Artillery Battalion, after having 
seen active service in the coast artillery in Porto Rico and Trinidad 
before being transferred into field artillery. 

Thomas O’Meara Jr. was commissioned a Lieutenant, j.g., in 
the U.S. Navy in December, 1942, later being advanced to Lieutenant 
s.¢. He commands the Armed Guard on transport ships, being at 
present, July, 1945, on a sixth mission across the Atlantic. His 
voyages have taken him to the head of the Persian Gulf by way of the 
Mediterranean, Red Sea, etc., and to Murmansk, etc., in Russia on 
the Arctic Ocean. 

The sacrifices of the O’Meara brothers necessitated the closing 
of their office for the duration of the war. They hope to return to 
West Bend and again practice their profession in the firm established 
by their grandfather and father under the same name and at the same 
place. 

Another brother, Colonel Andrew P. O’Meara, is a graduate of the 
United States Military Academy at West Point and is now returning 
from active service in the Kuropean war, where he was executive 
officer to General Williston Palmer of the First Army, in the drive 
into Germany. 

The other brothers and sister of Thomas and Stephen O’Meara are: 
Daniel E., who is a graduate of Campion College and of Northwestern 
University ; James P., who is a graduate of the University of Notre 
Dame, where he completed the course in mechanical engineering and 
is now with the W. M. Sprinkman Corporation of Milwaukee; and 
Patricia, who is an alumnus of St. Mary of the Woods and Northwest- 
ern University. She is married to Lt. Col. L. C. Freeman Jr., executive 
officer of the Second military district of New York. 


HENRY B. BURGER JR. The name of Burger is synonymous with 
ship building on the Great Lakes and the Burger Boat Company owns 
and controls one of the most important interests in Manitowoc. 

The business now carried on under the name Burger Boat Com- 
pany was founded by Henry B. Burger Jr., who was born in Jeffer- 
sonville, Sullivan County, New York, on December 14, 1863, where 
his parents had taken up residence on their entrance into the United 
States from Germany in 1839. He was the son of John and Caroline 
Burger. 

In 1881 the family moved to Wisconsin, settling at Manitowoc, 
where Henry B. Burger Jr. began his career in ship building at the 
Burger & Burger Yards, which were owned and operated by Henry 
B. Burger, an uncle, and George B. Burger, a brother. 

During slack periods at the Burger & Burger Yards Henry B. 
Burger Jr. built small rowing boats, launches, mackinaw type sailing 
fishing boats, etc., for private and Government account, with the re- 
sult that in 1892 he left the employ of the Burger & Burger Yards 
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and established a business under his own name, Henry B. Burger Jr., 
his plant being located at the northeast corner of Lueps Island, near 
the plants of the Goodrich Transit Company and Burger & Burger 
Ship Yards. As the business grew the operations were expanded to in- 
clude the building of boats up to 100 feet in length. The outstanding 
achievement was the palatial 85-foot clipper bow, fantail stern, steam 
powered, pleasure yacht Vernon, Jr., built for Vernon Seaver, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. The company also was one of the pioneers in the use of 
gasoline engines for launches, and this led to the popular cruiser type 
of power boats. The first cruiser, the fifty-foot yacht Gesine, was 
built for John Schuette, now deceased. 

In 1902, when the Burger & Burger Yards were sold to the pres- 
‘ent Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company, Henry B. Burger Jr. moved 
his plant to the west side of Lueps Island, where larger and better 
shops were built. There the company built steam and gasoline powered 
commercial boats up to 75 feet in length and also many fine pleasure 
boats were built at that time. Outstanding among them were the 
100-foot house boats Marigold and Conewago, which were de- 
signed by Henry J. Gielow, a native of Manitowoc, with offices in 
New York City. ; 

Naturally as time went on the next generation made up of im- 
mediate members of the founder’s family took employment with the 
company, starting with George M. Burger in 1910; Walter W. Bur- 
ger in 1912; Henry C. Burger in 1913; and Caroline G. Burger in 1917. 

Henry B. Burger Jr. died August 31, 1914. On October 15, 1915, 
the company was incorporated under the laws of the State of Wis- 
consin as the Burger Boat Company and has been operated as such 
ever since, with Henry C. Burger acting as president and manager ; 
George M. Burger as secretary and superintendent in charge of hull 
work; Walter W. Burger as treasurer and superintendent in charge 
of mechanical work; and Caroline G. Burger as assistant treasurer 
and accountant. 

The company continued the construction of commercial and pleas- 
ure craft in wood construction after Henry B. Burger Jr.’s death, but 
on the entrance of the United States into World War I in 1917 it ma- 
terially expanded its operations and contracted and constructed for 
the U. S. Navy one 110-foot subchaser and two 88-foot towing tugs. 

In 1918 war operations requiring the expansion of the Manitowoc 
Shipbuilding Corporation made it necessary to move the Burger plant 
across the river and this was the company’s opportunity to build and 
equip a new and modern plant, where it continued the construction of 
Government vessels with six 100-foot harbor towing tugs for the 
United States Shipping Board. 

At the close of World War I the company resumed its normal op- 
erations of building commercial and pleasure boats in wood construc- 
tion, including five 36-foot fast, gasoline powered revenue cutters for 
the United States Coast Guard, which were used in connection with 
the enforcement of the Eighteenth or Prohibition Amendment. 

However, along with its year by year expansion in the building 
of more and larger types of wood boats the company in 1926 built its 
first riveted steel boat, the 48-foot tug Hvelyn for Smith Brothers 
of Port Washington, Wisconsin, which was followed in 1927 by the 
50-foot riveted and welded steel fishing tug Margaret Matthews for 
Edward Matthews of Oscoda, Michigan. In addition to continuing 
the construction of wood boats the company from then on pioneered 
the construction of electric arc welded steel commercial and pleasure 
boats, ranging in size from 36 feet up to 125 feet overall length. The 
outstanding pleasure craft were the 80-foot electric welded steel, 
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ketch rigged, auxiliary, centerboard, pleasure yacht built in 1938 for 
Mr. Ralph T. Friedman of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and the 110-foot 
electric welded steel, Diesel powered, commercial passenger and auto 
ferry boat built in 1941 for the Erie Isle Ferry Company of Put-In- 
Bay, Ohio. 

Year by year the business has been carefully and intelligently car- 
ried on and its market covers the territory from the Great Lakes to 
the Canadian lake district and also extends to the Gulf of Mexico and 
to the Atlantic and Pacific coasts and in not too numerous instances 
to foreign markets. 

On April 1, 1941, the company took its first contract for World 
War II operations with the U. S. Navy for six 136-foot YMS wood 


- minesweepers, followed in the same year with a contract for two 


100-foot wood subchasers. The first one of these boats, namely YMS- 
107, was launched on March 28, 1942, and christened by Miss Caro- 
line G. Burger, sister of the three brothers who are in active charge 
of the company’s business. Additional contracts with the U.S. Navy, 
all placed in 1942, consisted of two more 110-foot wood subchasers; 
eight more 136-foot minesweepers and four 135-foot wood subchasers. 
In 1948 the company received its last navy contract, consisting of two 
165-foot wood, steam powered, rescue tugs, the last one of which, 
namely ATR-89, was launched on March 4, 1944, and was christened 
by Mrs. Henry B. Burger Jr., wife of the founder of the company and 
mother of the three brothers and one sister active in the company’s 
operations and management. The number of boats contracted for 
and built by the company for the U. 8. Navy totals twenty-four boats. 

Late in 1943 the company obtained a contract for eight 85-foot 
fast, wood rescue boats from the U. S. Army, which were supple- 
mented the following year, 1944, with thirteen 45-foot electric welded 
steel tenders; a total of twenty-one boats for the U. S. Army and a 
grand total of forty-five boats for the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy or 
a dollar volume of $8,271,686. 

The Government work contracted for in 19438 and 1944 as men- 
tioned above has been supplemented by the construction of ten elec- 
tric welded steel commercial fishing tugs, so that the company along 
with its Government work is slowly converting to post-war and normal 
business. 

The third generation in the person of Henry E. Burger Jr., son 
and nephew of the present members of the firm and grandson of the 
founder of the company, took employment with the firm in 1936 an 
in 1942 was made a vice president in charge of purchases. . 


Frep D. ABELL. No history of Waukesha would be complete 
without extended reference to Fred D. Abell, the president of the 
Palmetier & Abell Lumber Company. No other business organization 
of the city has been so long under one control and management and 
none has been more closely associated with the improvement and 
upbuilding of the city. Close application, thoroughness and reliability 
have been outstanding characteristics of the president since the days 
when he entered the lumber trade at the age of sixteen years, hoping 
that the outdoor life would prove beneficial to his health, which, 
according to the doctors, was then in precarious condition. Today, 
at the age of eighty-seven, he yet goes regularly to his office each 
morning and has general supervision over the business, although 
leaving the active control of details largely to others. 

Mr. Abell came to Waukesha February 10, 1892. He was born 
September 30, 1857, and after devoting his early years to his studies 
he became identified with the lumber trade. He had been told by a 
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physician that he would probably not reach the age of twenty-one, 
but a firm will, determination and energy proved the fallibility of 
the medical man. He secured a position in the lumber yard of Charles 
Palmetier at Lake Geneva and he soon mastered the details of the 
business. When he came to Waukesha he and his former employer 
became partners in the ownership of the lumber business which they 
purchased from the Matheson Trading Company at Broadway and 
Barney streets. Waukesha at that time had a population of only 
seven thousand, its streets were unpaved and in many places there 
were no sidewalks. By reliable and progressive business methods 
Palmetier & Abell soon had a liberal share of the lumber trade and 
. the business has steadily grown with the passing years. Mr. Palmetier 
never took an active part in the business because of ill health and 
passed away in April, 1901. Mr. Abell, who had been managing the 
yard, was now at the head of the enterprise in name as well as in 
fact, and on February 23, 1904, incorporated the business, retaining 
the name by which it had always been known. Since that day he has 
been president of the company and was most active in the management 
until January 1, 1937, when he relegated some of the harder duties 
to his younger associates, but indolence and idleness have ever been 
utterly foreign to his nature and each day finds him at his desk, 
giving of the rich stores of his wisdom and experience for the benefit 
of others. J. K. Lowry is the secretary of the company. Mr. Abell 
has lived to see many changes in the lumber trade during the past 
half century, for while at the beginning the firm sold only lumber, 
today they handle coal, all kinds of building material and paints. 

Mr. Abell married Mrs. Anna Rolfe in 1894, and after traveling 
life’s journey happily together for many years she passed away in 
1924. Mr. Abell belongs to the Masonic lodge and the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, having a life membership in the Elks, He 
also has membership in the Kiwanis Club and in the Congregational 
church. His sterling qualities of manhood and citizenship and the high 
principles which have ever guided him in all his business and personal 
relations with his fellowmen have made him much respected and 
greatly beloved in Waukesha. He is always considerate of the opinions 
and the rights of others and he has always recognized the fact that 
“the way to win a friend is to be one.” His interest in community 
affairs has never lapsed and his support of measures for the general 
good and progress of Waukesha indicates his public spirit. 


CarL J. LUNENSCHLOSS. Various business interests of importance 
in Richland Center and this section of the state have felt the stimulus 
and profited by the cooperation of Carl J. Lunenschloss, but he is 
perhaps best known as the senior partner in the firm of Lunenschloss 
& Doudna, who are licensed embalmers and undertakers and also are 
conducting a large and profitable furniture business. Born at Rich- 
land Center, Wisconsin, April 13, 1906, he is a son of Frank X. and 
Anna (Riek) Lunenschloss. The father is a son of William Lunen- 
schloss, who came to the new world from Germany. After living for 
a short time in Ohio he traveled westward with oxcart to Wisconsin 
and since 1840 his descendants have been residents of this state. 

Frank X. Lunenschloss became owner of several farms near Rich- 
land Center and was also a merchant at Twin Bluffs. For many years 
he was a prominent and active business man, being president of the 
Farmers & Merchants Bank of Richland Center, president of the 
Franklin Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company and treasurer 
of the County Agricultural Fair Association. In 1918 he disposed of 
his mercantile interests and thereafter resided on one of his farms un- 
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til his death in 1932. He was treasurer of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
for half a century and was instrumental in the upbuilding of the 
church property. He married Anna Riek, who was born in Richland 
County, Wisconsin, in 1858, a daughter of Anthony Riek. He was a 
native of Wurtemberg, Germany. but crossed the Atlantic and settled 
in Wisconsin about 1845. He saw service with the Union Army during 
the Civil War and after the close of the war was engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits. Mrs. Anna Lunenschloss passed from this life in 
March, 1941. She was the mother of nine children, of whom the fol- 
lowing are still living: Frank, who is engaged in farming at Twin 
Bluffs, Wisconsin; Edward J., who is an engineer living in Los An- 
geles, California; Leo, who is a leading business man of Madison, 
where he is pr esident of the Security State Bank; John, who occupies 
and cultivates the old home farm; Gertrude, the wife of Walter 
Brucken, of Platteville, Wisconsin; Bert, the owner of The Fashion 
Shop at Richland Center, now at Beaver Dam, Wisconsin; and Carl J. 

After mastering the elementary branches of learning as a pupil in 
the rural school at Rocky Branch, Carl J. Lunenschloss attended the 
Richland Center high school, from which he was graduated in 1919. 
He then pursued a commercial course in the Madison Business College, 
after which he returned home and he and his brother engaged in farm- 
ing for two years. He then entered the Farmers & Merchants Bank 
in a clerical position. This was in 1922 and by 1927 he had worked 
his way upward to the position of assistant cashier. In the latter 
year he purchased the Toms undertaking establishment, which had 
been in existence in Richland Center for a number of years, and went 
to the University of Wisconsin to study embalming, finishing his 
course there in 1929. He returned to Richland Center to become 
actively identified with the business. Late in that year he was joined 
in a partnership by Fred Doudna, and under the firm name of Lunen- 
schloss & Doudna the business has since been successfully carried on. 
It was incorporated in 1930 and their establishment is one of the most 
modern and fully equipped of its kind in this section of the state. Their 
equipment includes a hearse, an ambulance, several cars and a truck 
in addition to their tastefully appointed parlors, which express the 
dignity and solemnity of the occasion. They furnish employment to 
five people. Mr. Lunenschloss is a licensed embalmer both in this state 
and in Minnesota and he is a member of the State and National Fu- 
neral Directors associations. In addition to the undertaking business 
the firm owns and conducts a furniture store, in which they are ac- 
corded a liberal patronage, for they carry the highest type of mer- 
chandise. 

In addition to these lines of business Mr. Lunenschloss is well 
known in financial circles, for he is the vice president and one of the 
directors of the Farmers & Merchants Bank, having thus served since 
his father’s death. He is likewise the vice president and a director 
of the Richland Center Federal Savings & Loan Association, of which 
he was one of the organizers in 1935. He owns considerable real 
estate, including several apartment buildings, and is also part owner 
of the Avalon theater at Platteville and the owner and operator of the 
Band Box cleaning establishment. He is a man of determined purpose 
and never allows obstacles or difficulties to bar his path. His plans 
are carefully thought out and then promptly executed, and with his 
shoulder to the wheel he has pushed steadily forward to the goal of 
honorable and gr atifying success. 

In Minneapolis in 1931 Mr. Lunenschloss Hered Virginia O’Con- 
nor, a daughter of John O’Connor, Mrs. Lunenschloss is a graduate 
of St. Margaret’s school at Minneapolis. She is the mother of three 
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daughters: Margaret Ann, born October 27, 1934; Rita Virginia, born 
September 9, 1989; and Jean, born December 8, 1943. Both parents 
belong to St. Mary’s Catholic Church and Mr. Lunenschloss has served 
as secretary and treasurer of St. Mary’s Cemetery Association since 
1930. Mrs. Lunenschloss has membership in the Altar Society of 
the church and is a member of the Woman’s Club. Mr. Lunenschloss 
has membership in the Knights of Columbus, the Holy Name Society 
and the Catholic Order of Foresters, of the latter of which he has 
served as secretary from 1919 to the present time. He also belonged 
to the Kiwanis Club for twelve years. He is affiliated with the Country 
Club of Richland Center, and he finds his recreation in hunting, fish- 
ing and golf, in which he indulges when leisure from his manifold 
business duties permits. 


WESLEY §S. GOODE, vice president of the Farmers & Merchants 
Bank of Menomonee Falls, was born in Calumet County, Wisconsin, 
July 25, 1898, a son of Thomas and Mary (Salter) Goode. His grand- 
father, William Goode, came from Toronto, Canada, to this state in 
1852 and cast in his lot with the pioneer residents of Calumet County. 
The grandfather on the maternal side was Michael 8. Salter, who 
was a farmer of Washington County, living in the town of Trenton, 
Wisconsin. Thomas Goode became a prominent farmer of Calumet 
County, where he owned considerable land, which he brought under 
a high state of cultivation, and there he reared his family, which 
numbered two sons, George and Wesley S., and a daughter, Ellen. 

During his early youth Wesley S. Goode was a pupil in the country 
school near his boyhood home and later he continued his education 
in the high school at Chilton. When he had completed his studies he 
made his initial step in the business world by securing a position in 
the Farmers & Merchants Bank, Menomonee Falls, which then had 
deposits of ninety-eight thousand dollars, Mr. Goode acting as mes- 
senger and janitor for a time and then winning various promotions 
whereby he assumed larger responsibilities. The Farmers & Mer- 
chants Bank was organized by the Connell family and Albert H. 
Eckhardt in July, 1908. In 1920 Albert H. Eckhardt and family and 
W. J. Goode acquired all the interest of the Connell family, and upon 
the death of Albert H. Eckhardt in 1924 W. J. Goode assumed 
control of all the stock of the bank and ever since has been its 
executive officer. In the opening year of the bank’s existence the 
deposits rose to eighty-five thousand dollars, and something of the 
growth and success of the bank is shown in the fact that the deposits 
have now reached nearly five million dollars. The bank is well or- 
ganized, all business is carried on in a systematic manner and while 
progressiveness is a feature of the institution it is always tempered 
by a safe conservatism that carefully protects the interests of its 
patrons. Mrs. Wesley S. Goode is now the president of the bank with 
Mr. Goode as vice president and active manager. They now own 
seven-eighths of the stock, and in 1921 they erected a very substantial 
bank building, which is equipped with all modern facilities and con- 
veniences. They employ ten people in the Farmers & Merchants Bank 
at Menomonee Falls and they also own and conduct a paying and 
receiving station at Sussex. In addition to his activities in the 
financial field Mr. Goode is the secretary-treasurer of the Schwabach- 
Goode Realty Company and president of the Falls Insurance Agency. 
He displays sound judgment in all he undertakes and is seldom if ever 
at fault in foretelling the outcome of a business situation or op- 
portunity. 
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Mr. Goode participates actively and heartily in the social and 
public life of the community and is now assistant chairman of the 
local council of defense. He belongs to Lincoln Lodge, F. & A. M., 
is amember of the Royal Arch Chapter at Wauwatosa, of the Knights 
Templar Commandery at Waukesha and Tripoli Shrine at Milwaukee. 
He is a Rotarian and has been president of the local organization. 
In 1928 he became one of the organizers and a charter member of 
the North Hills Country Club, of which he has served as treasurer 
and a director ever since. 

In 1917 Mr. Goode married Kathryn Eckhardt, and their four 
children are: Robert H., who was born in 1918 and is a graduate of 
Antioch College; John, who was born in 1922 and is a graduate of 
Purdue University; Wesley Jr., who was born in 1924 and is now 
attending Carleton College; and Janet, who was born in 1925 and is 
a junior in Lawrence College at Appleton. All three of Mr. Goode’s 
sons are now engaged in military service. Bob is an ensign in the 
U.S. Navy. He married Virginia Tickell, of Taunton, Massachusetts, 
and a graduate of Antioch College.- Their children are Kent, aged 
three, and Terry, one year old. John is a first lieutenant in the field 
artillery and Wesley Jr. is a plane radio operator in the U. S. Navy, 
now in the South Pacific theater of war. 


STEFAN MITTLER, a sculptor of distinction and owner of the 
Stefan Mittler Monuments at Madison, a business which he has 
developed since coming to Madison in 1926, was born in Obermendig, 
near Coblenz, Germany, February 5, 1896, a son of Peter and Susanna 
(Neiss) Mittler, both now deceased. His grandparents on the 
paternal side were Johan and Gertrude (Reudelsterz) Mittler. The 
great-grandfather Reudelsterz fought eight years under Napoleon I 
as a captain in the French Hussars. He took part in the battle of 
Egypt and Russia and followed Napoleon into exile at Elba. He 
died at the age of ninety-two. In 1872 the parents of Mrs. Peter 
Mittler, Johan and Susanna Neiss, immigrated to this country and 
located at Madison. They raised a family here of four daughters, 
Eva, deceased, and Mary, Katherine and Clara Conlon, living in 
California. , 

Peter Mittler was a man of prominence and was in very affluent 
circumstances. He attended and was graduated a Baumeister from 
the Bauschule at Mayen, Germany. Many of the fine buildings of 
that vicinity and a number of its churches were built and decorated 
by him. He owned the quarries from which were taken the materials 
that he used, and he drew the plans for his work, which he then 
completed in all details, for he was a sculptor as well as an architect 
and a builder. Some of his outstanding work was done at the 
cathedral in Neuss, Germany, and the cathedral of St. Joachim 
in Dueren, Germany, which he built and decorated. This latter is 
considered a perfect type of Gothic architecture and stands as a 
monument to his skill as an architect, sculptor and decorator. He also 
built several churches in Coblenz and the monastery church at 
Knechteden, which is Romanesque in style. He had two_ sons, 
Jacob and Wilhelm, who attained fame as architects, and one 
other son, Peter, who became known as a sculptor, while the 
fourth son, Johan, was manager of the quarries. The fifth gifted 
child of this gifted father is Stefan Mittler. The sixth boy in 
this family was Anton, who, owing to near blindness, was unable to 
fit himself for a profession and is now living in the old family home 
at Obermendig. The parents always remained residents of Germany 
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and there reared their family of fourteen children, of whom Stefan 
was the thirteenth in order of birth. The father passed away Novem- 
ber 27, 1918, at the age of seventy-six years, while his wife survived 
until 1941 and reached the eighty-second milestone on life’s journey. 

While pursuing his education in the schools of Obermendig, Stefan 
Mittler received valuable training and instruction from his father. 
He then studied under the famous sculptor Reinhold Teutenberg at 
the Benedictine Monastery at Maria Laach. He then completed his 
training under Professor Charles Voss of Utrecht, Holland, who 
was the first sculptor of Holland to receive the coveted Prix de Rome. 
The finest statue they carved was the giant statue of Thomas de 
Kayser, a famous sixteenth century painter, sculptor and architect. 
This work was ordered as a gift to the Amsterdam Museum by Queen 
Wilhelmine. 

Mr. Mittler studied with Professor Voss from 1920 until 1925. 
In the following year he came to America, making his way direct 
to Madison, influenced by the fact that he had relatives living in 
this city. His first work assignment here was the altar at St. Ber- 
nard’s Cathedral, and its beauty and excellence established his 
reputation. He did all of the carving on the State Annex building 
and some of his other work has included the Manchester building, 
the First Congregational Church, the chapel of St. Francis Cathedral 
and others of equal note. He did all of the work for Mr. Peabody, 
who was the state architect, and he continues to do all the work in 
this line for Mr. Kirkhoff, the present state architect. Like his father, 
he does all of his own modeling and drafting and his work is known 
far and wide. In 1936 he built his present place of business at 29 
North Orchard Street, where he carries a most attractive line of 
monuments and memorials. He has the most modern equipment for 
work of this character and now, in addition, as a special temporary 
war project, he is doing sandblasting of steel parts for battleships 
for the United States Government. His natural artistic taste and 
skill have been developed through long study and wide experience 
and he has produced some of the finest work in sculpture and in 
wood and stone carving to be found in the state. He has never had 
occasion to regret his decision to-come to the new world, for he has 
here found the opportunities which he sought and in their utilization 
has won both distinction and affluence. 

In 1920, in Germany, Mr. Mittler married Miss Elsa Kompalla, 
of Beuthen, Germany, and their two children are Irmgard, who was 
born March 29, 1922, and is a graduate of the Edgewood Academy 
and of the University of Wisconsin; and Dolores, born June 27, 1930, 
who is now attending Edgewood Academy. 


REV. CHARLES J. BIER became the second pastor of St. Mary’s 
Catholic church at Menomonee Falls. He was born February 1, 1880, 
in what was then Bohemia. His parents were Valentine and Cather- 
ine (Jiru) Bier. The father came to the United States in 1881, set- 
tling in Rock County, Wisconsin, near Milton, where he purchased 
land and became a successful farmer. His wife left the old home in 
Europe in 1882 to join him in the new world, where they raised a 
family of ten children: John, Frances, Louis, Anna (deceased, who 
entered the order of the Little Sisters of the Poor), Frank, Charles, 
Amelia, Caroline, Emily and Edward. 

After pursuing his early education in a district school in Rock 
County, Father Bier prepared for Holy Orders as a student in St. 
Francis Seminary at Milwaukee and was ordained to the priesthood 
June 18, 1905. He was appointed assistant curate at St. Patrick’s 
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Church in Milwaukee, continuing there until 1909. Because of poor 
health he was then sent to Amarilla, Texas, where he had charge of 
five missions and thirteen stations, his work covering a broad section 
of territory. He returned to Wisconsin and was given a pastorate at 
Neosho, where he remained until 1922. In that year he was assigned 
to St. Michael’s church at Dotyville, where he remained until LUZON 
when he assumed charge of St. Mary’s in Menomonee Falls. 

St. Mary’s Church in Menomonee Falls was organized in 1904. At 
that time there were twenty-five families in the parish. Today the 
membership rolls show the names of over 300 families with 220 chil- 
dren in the parochial school, which is under the supervision of the 
Sisters of St. Francis. The church was erected in 1905 while the 
school was built in 1916 under the guidance of Father Dentinger, the 
first pastor. The rectory and Sister’s convent are built on lots adjoin- 
ing the church and school, thus giving the parish an entire block of 
valuable realty holdings. 

Father Bier was again stricken with illness in 1948. He resigned his 
pastorate in March of 1944. He is now living retired with his widowed 
sister, Amelia. He has been accorded the privilege of saying a daily 
Mass in his private chapel at her home. The Rev. George Lochowitz 
is now the pastor of St. Mary’s Church. 

Father Bier is a member of the Catholic Foresters and of the 
Knights of Columbus. He is an enthusiastic amateur photographer, 
being particularly interested in color photography. He has prepared 
colored slides of many subjects for use in the school, thereby bring- 
ing to the children a love of nature and beautiful things that could 
not be readily imparted to them through the textbooks. 


FRED B. DOUDNA, of Richland Center, is a member of the firm of 
Lunenschloss & Doudna, undertakers and furniture dealers. He was 
born June 23, 1884, in the city which is now his place of residence, his 
grandfather, Isaac Doudna, having settled in Richland County prior 
to the Civil War. He was born and reared in Belmont County, Ohio. 
The original American ancestor had been impressed into the British 
Navy when a mere lad and with British troops he landed at Quebec, 
Canada, in 1759. From there he made his way to North Carolina, 
where he followed farming, and later representatives of the family 
removed to Ohio. 

William F. Doudna was born in Ohio, in 1854, and when quite 
young came with his parents to Wisconsin, later engaging in the 
hardware business, first at Viola and later at Richland Center. On 
selling out there he took up farming and followed that occupation 
until 1916. He then established his home in Richland Center, where 
he remained until his death in 1921. His wife survived until January, 
1934. She was Mary (Brewer) Doudna and she was but six months 
old when brought by her parents from England to the United States, 
the family settling in Cleveland, Ohio, but removing to Wisconsin 
when she was ten years of age. In 1875 she became the wife of Wil- 
liam F. Doudna, and they had three children: Edgar, who is one of 
the state officials and is mentioned elsewhere in this work; Oscar, a 
hardware dealer of Omaha, Nebraska; and Fred B. 

The last named began his education in rural schools and afterward 
attended the grade schools of Richland Center and spent one year as 
a student at Highland Park College, Des Moines, Iowa. In early 
manhood he worked in a drug store in Richland Center, continuing in 
the business for six years, after which he was on the road as a travel- 
ing salesman for a wholesale grocery house for twelve years. He 
then became a partner in the undertaking business of which he is now 
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one of the owners. This was in 1929. He is a licensed funeral direc- 
tor, now a partner in the firm of Lunenschloss & Doudna, and he is 
serving on the State Board of Funeral Directors and also served as 
president of the Wisconsin Funeral Directors and Embalmers Asso- 
ciation in 1944-45. 

Mr. Doudna married Stella Parnell, of Dubuque, Iowa, a graduate 
of the Dubuque Academy of Music, and now director of the Methodist 
church choir. Both Mr. and Mrs. Doudna are members of that church, 
although his people were of the Quaker faith. Always interested in 
civic affairs, he is now serving as a member of the police and fire com- 
mission. In Masonry he has taken the thirty-second degree in the 
Scottish Rite and served as worshipful master of his lodge in 1919-20- 
21-22, and has also served as high priest of Richland Chapter, R.A.M., 
as eminent commander of Richland Commandery, K.T., and as worthy 
patron of Beth Chapter, Eastern Star. He is now president of the 
local Kiwanis Club and also the lieutenant governor of the organiza- 
tion for the western division of the state. His support is never with- 
held from any plan or project for the general good and he is a public- 
spirited and progressive citizen. 


THE VALLEY IRON WORKS COMPANY, located at Appleton, Wis- 
consin, is one of the leading pulp and paper mill machinery builders 
of that industry. This company was incorporated March 26, 1900, 
by E. A. Peterson, A. L. Smith, W. A. Fannon, G. S. Hobart and 
George M. Brill to succeed the Valley Iron Works Manufacturing 
Company, an organization that had been. engaged in the manufacture 
of pulp and paper mill machinery, general milling machinery, water- 
wheels and other products. The new corporation enlarged and im- 
proved the line of pulp and paper mill machinery and discontinued 
the manufacture of general milling machinery and waterwheels. 

With the passing of time changes naturally occurred in the owner- 
ship and in the official personnel. In 1903 George M. Brill and G. S. 
Hobart disposed of their holdings and in January, 1905, the estate 
of A. L. Smith. sold the last of their interests in the company to E. A. 
Peterson, W. H. Burns, W. A. Fannon, E. A. Morse and A. I. Peter- 
son. The interests of the company remained in these hands until 
June 2, 1920, at which time W. A. Fannon, E. A. Morse and A. I. 
Peterson’s stock was sold to a group of new stockholders. 

During the early years of the corporation W. A. Fannon was the 
president but in 1921 Emil August Peterson, who for many years 
had been treasurer and general manager of the company, was chosen 
president, which office he held until the time of his death, September 
13, 1936. 

William H. Burns was long associated with the business in vari- 
ous capacities. He was born in Oakfield, Wisconsin, May 30, 1878, 
and died in Appleton, January 11, 1939. In 1901 he entered the em- 
ploy of the Valley Iron Works Company in the capacity of book- 
keeper and in 1906 was elected to the office of secretary, in which rela- 
tion he continued until his demise. In 1901 he was also made general 
plant superintendent and continued to serve in that connection until 
1920, when he was appointed sales manager. Mr. Burns dealt with 
paper mills throughout the United States and Canada and was well 
known to paper manufacturers over a wide territory. 

The products which were sent out from the shipping platforms of 
the Valley Iron Works Company in 1900 reflected the history of the 
pulp and paper industry, which it served in the state. Wisconsin, with 
great stands of timber, was then a large pulp producing state, combin- 
ing the operations of logging and wood preparation, in the production 
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of chemical and mechanical pulp. To the woodrooms and pulp plants of 
the Wisconsin mills went log slashers, conveyors, cut-off saws, wood 
barkers, chippers and chip screens, sulphur burners for the prepara- 
tion of cooking acid, blow-pits and valves for the handling of the 
cooked pulp, pulp screens, and receiving tanks. 

As the Wisconsin mills were gradually being equipped and pulp 
manufacture sprang up in the far West and South, the Valley Iron 
Works Company turned an increasing attention to the improvement 
of paper-making equipment as differentiated from pulp mill equip- 
ment. Beaters of the old conventional design had already been manu- 
factured by the company’s predecessor, the Valley Iron Manufactur- 
ing, Company, but it devolved upon the Valley Tron Works Company 
to introduce to this country the first models of the now fully accepted 
and widely known highspeed beater. Orders flowed in from all parts 
of the United States. Simultaneously, with faster and more efficient 
stock preparation, there came a gradual and persistent increase in 
the speed at which paper was made, and it again fell to the Valley 
Iron Works Company to introduce to the industry a new type of stock 
entrance equipment, which recognized and exploited the now well 
known principle that the flow-speed of paper making stock must be 
synchronized with the speed of the paper-machine wire. There is no 
doubt that the entire industry awaited such a development and wel- 
comed it, and the name ‘Valley Iron Works Company” was soon on 
machinery name plates not only in this country and Canada but also 
in Europe. The development of this principle has led to paper-machine 
speeds which a few years ago would have been considered fantastic 
and which, even now, are incredible to the old time paper maker. 

With the increasing emphasis on production and technical control 
came the demand for continuous processing rather than batch pro- 
cessing. High-speed beaters, being batch in nature, are gradually 
being supplanted by highly efficient continuous refiners, using the 
finest material of construction obtainable and machined to the closest 
tolerances. It is of current interest that two of these high-speed re- 
finers, manufactured by this company and operating in Finland, have 
exchanged hands several times during the present war and that one 
of the paper machine inlets, as previously described, became Japanese 
property when the Philippines were overrun in 1941, and are at this 
writing well on their way to again become United States property. 

The technical development in the industry called for laboratory 
equipment peculiarly suited to the needs of the industry. The Valley 
Iron Works Company, approximately in 1922, undertook the develop- 
ment and manufacture of this equipment, which is now in use in all 
parts of the world where paper is made. The company today has two 
hundred and fifty employes and its official personnel consists of R. A. 
Peterson as president; Ernst Mahler, vice president; W. A. Homes, 
secretary; and Margaret L. McMahon as treasurer. Thus through the 
years the business has been constantly developed and expanded until 
it is today world wide in its trade connections and its contributions to 
paper making are considered most valuable. 


RAYMOND ALBIN PETERSON, the president of the Valley Iron Works 
Company of Appleton, residing at 719 East College Avenue, was born 
September 23, 1896, in the city which is still his home. His father, 
Emil August Peterson, was born in Landskrona, Sweden, December 
14, 1865, and at the age of fourteen years was apprenticed to the 


’ machinist trade, becoming a journeyman when eighteen years of age. 
' He then came to the United States and settled in Appleton, Wisconsin, 


in 1888, from which time forward he was closely connected with the 
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industrial interests of the city. In 1900 he became the superintendent 
of the Valley Iron Works Company and in 1904 was made treasurer 
and manager, serving in that dual capacity until 1921, when he was 
elected to the presidency of the corporation. A man of marked mechan. 
ical skill and ingenuity, he was constantly studying how to improve 
the products of the plant and was the holder of numerous patents 
covering pulp and paper mill machinery. He continued to represent 
the business as its president until his death. He attained the thirty- 
second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and he was a member of 
numerous clubs and engineering societies. 

Emil August Peterson married Miss Mary Crider, of Appleton, 
who is now deceased, and they are survived by one son, Raymond 
Albin Peterson, who succeeded his father as president of the Valley 
Iron Works Company. He began his education in the Appleton public 
schools and after his graduation from high scnool attended Lawrence 
College, while from September, 1916, until June 1917, he was a 
-student in the University of Pennsylvania. In the following year he 
entered the armed forces of the United States and was in active service 
in France until after the cessation of hostilities in World War I. 
Upon his return to civilian life he became associated with the Valley 
Iron Works Company and thoroughly acquainted himself with its 
operations and trade connections as he worked his way upward 
through the offices of assistant treasurer, treasurer and president, 
being elected as the administrative head of the company following the 
death of his father. He maintains the same high principles which 
have ever marked the conduct of the business and the same enter- 
prising spirit which has led to its continuous improvement and ad- 
vancement. 

Mr. Peterson married Ruth Talbot, a daughter of Reginald S. 
Talbot and Mira (Weatherby) Talbot. Mrs. Peterson was graduated 
from the Lewis and Clarke high school of Spokane, Washington, and 
attended Miss Fuller’s School at Ossining-on-the-Hudson in New York 
State. Mr. and Mrs. Peterson have two sons, the elder being Talbot 
Peterson, who was born in Appleton, March 22, 1922. He was edu- 
cated in the high school here, in Culver Military Academy, Lake 
Forest College and Northwestern University, but put aside his text- 
books to enter military service. He is now on duty overseas as an 
infantry oflicer. The second son, Raymond A. Peterson Jr., born June 
23, 1934, is a grade school pupil in Appleton. The family attends All 
Saints Episcopal Church, in which Mr. Peterson is serving as a vestry- 
man. He is a member of the American Legion, the Elks and the Ma- 
sonic Order, while his college fraternity is Kappa Sigma. 


WILLIAM ARTHUR HOMES, who for six years has been the secretary 
of the Valley Iron Works Company of Appleton and is a worthy 
representative of the business interests of this section of Wisconsin, 
makes his home at 1208 Drew Street. He was born in Princeton, 
Illinois, on the 7th of January, 1893, a son of George and Mary 
(Craver) Homes. While spending his youthful days under the 
parental roof he was graduated from the high school of Princeton 
and when four years had passed he enlisted for service with the United 
States armed forces, the country having become engaged in World 
War I. He donned the uniform September 2, 1917, and received his 
discharge on the 23rd of August, 1919, having been on active duty 
in this country and in France. 

The year following his return to America Mr. Homes came to 
Appleton and since January 27, 1920, has been connected with the 
Valley Iron Works Company, one of the important industrial concerns 
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of the city, the story of which is given on another page of this work. 
He filled various positions, gradually working his way upward until 
January 23, 1939, when he was chosen secretary of the company, 
following the death of W. H. Burns, who had long occupied the office. 
The combined efforts of the present officials of the company are 
manifest in the continued success and growth of the enterprise, and 
at all times they have maintained the high standards which have 
characterized the output from the beginning. 

Mrs. Homes in her maidenhood was Cecille Fose, a daughter of 
Charles and Margaret Magdelon Fose. Mr. and Mrs. Homes have 
two small sons, Phillip and Peter. Outside of business and family 
interests Mr. Homes is connected with the American Legion and with 
the Masoni¢ order, and through individual effort he has won a place 
ane the substantial and progressive business men of his adopted 
city, 


MARGARET L. MCMAHON, treasurer of the Valley Iron Works of 
Appleton, dates her connection with this business from 1910. Born 
in Menasha, this state, she is a daughter of Dennis and Ellen 
(Sammans) McMahon, both of whom are now deceased. The other 
members of the family were her brother, Albert EH. McMahon, and 
her sister, Mary. The former conducted an extensive business under 
the name of the McMahon Engineering Company, having charge of 
many large construction projects in his particular field. He died very 
- suddenly December 23, 1948, when fifty-three years of age. He had 
married Grace Hawley, of Neenah, Wisconsin, and they were parents 
of four children, of whom Eileen, the eldest, is a graduate of Mount 
Mary College; Robert E., who was graduated from the Menasha high 
school and spent a year as a student in the University of Wisconsin, 
is now with the armed forces, stationed on the Isle of Corsica as a 
member of an air command; Marjorie is a student in St. Mary’s 
high school in Menasha; and Richard, the youngest of the family, is 
attending parochial school. Mary McMahon, sister of Margaret, is 
the wife of Louis O. Du Bois, of Neenah. Their daughter, Dorothy, 
is now Mrs. John L. Levendowski and has a daughter, Ellen. Their 
only son, Lt. James L. Du Bois, was killed in action on his fifteenth 
bombing mission over France, November 25, 1944. He was twenty- 
seven years of age. 

Margaret McMahon, spending her girlhood in Menasha, was there 
graduated from high school and later continued her education in 
Lawrence College of Appleton. On the 5th of July, 1910, she took 
up the duties of bookkeeping with the Valley ron Works Company and 
on January 12, 1928, was chosen for the position of assistant treasurer, 
acting in that capacity for nine years, when, on the 12th of January, 
1937, she became the treasurer and has since continued as one of the 
officials of the Valley Iron Works Company. This business, which 
is one of the foremost productive enterprises of Appleton, was estab- 
lished in 1900 and is mentioned at length elsewhere in this publication. 
Miss McMahon has membership in St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in 
Menasha and she makes her home at 311 West Water Street in Neenah, 
Wisconsin. 


EDWIN J. Gross, a2 member of the Milwaukee bar, can really be 
called a native of Milwaukee. His father, Herman Gross, was a mem- 
ber of the family of pioneer soap manufacturers. His mother, Lucy 
Gross, nee Schram, was the daughter of one of Milwaukee’s first tan- 
ners. Around the year 1870 Herman Gross, with two brothers, left 
Milwaukee and settled in the West. Returning for a visit, he mar- 
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ried Lucy Schram and took her with him to locate in Columbus, 
Nebraska. Here Edwin J. Gross and his sister, Mrs. Isabella Gelder, 
were born. Shortly thereafter the family moved to Madison, Nebras- 
ka, where the father and his two brothers established a cattle ranch 
and conducted a general store and granary. <A cyclone having de- 
stroyed practically all of their property, they returned to Milwaukee 
to make their home. 

At that time Edwin was but a few years old. He began his educa- 
tion at the old Sixth ward school on Fourth and Galena streets. The 
family having moved from the west to the east side, he transferred 
to the First ward school, which was located on Cass Street. Graduat- 
ing from the graded school, he entered East Side high school. After 
completing his high school course he entered the University of Wis- 
consin, graduating from the law school with an LL. B. degree. Fora 
short period of time he was associated with Benjamin F. Saltzstein 
in the practice of the law. Later he became a member of the firm of 

-O’Connor, Schmitz, Wild & Gross, and upon the retirement of James 

L. O’Connor the firm continued under the name of Schmitz, Wild & 
Gross. Although A. J. Schmitz and Robert Wild have passed away, 
he continues the old firm name, having as associates Carl J. Reuter 
and John H. Murphy. 

He was one of the original Progressives who joined with Fighting 
Bob La Follette in laying the foundation for the Progressive move- 
ment. In 1916 he was elected a district delegate to the Republican 
National Convention which was held in Chicago, and as a member of 
the resolutions committee fought for a liberal platform, carrying the 
fight to the floor of the convention. President Harding, then a United 
States senator, was the permanent chairman of that convention. In 
1920 he was elected delegate at large to the Republican National Con- 
vention, which was again held in Chicago, and again fought in the 
committee and on the floor of the convention for a liberal platform 
and against the proposed League of Nations plank. Some of the more 
prominent men on the resolutions committee were William Allen 
White, Ogden L. Mills and United States Senators William E. Borah, 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Albert B. Fall (of Tea Pot Dome scandal), 
George Sutherland (later U. S. Supreme Court justice), Medill Mc- 
Cormick and Reed Smoot. 

Upon his return from the convention he was elected president of 
the State Progressive Association, which office he held until 1922, 
when he retired from active participation in politics. He neverthe- 
less retains a keen interest in governmental alfairs. On numerous 
occasions he was offered appointments to various public offices, in- 
cluding judgeships. All of these he declined, preferring the freedom 
and independence that a private practice afforded. He was co-author 
of the Model Taxicab Ordinance, which was copied by other cities of 
the United States. In the late twenties he assisted the Public Service 
Commission in rewriting the Blue Sky Law. He drew amendments 
strengthening the co-operative law of this state and sustained the 
constitutionality of the act in the Supreme Court. , 

While he started his profession as a general practitioner, applying 
himself mostly to jury.and court trial work, in recent years he spe- 
cialized in corporation law. After the 1929 stock market crash he 
became counsel for many corporations that were in financial distress. 
As the result of reorganization of these corporations under the new 
Federal Corporate Reorganization act, millions of dollars were saved 
for investors in stocks and bonds in these companies. In 1942 he was 
of counsel for Governor Walter S. Goodland in the original action 
brought in the Supreme Court to obtain a construction of the Wiscon- 
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sin Constitution relating to the filling of a vacancy in the office of gov- 
ernor. The court held that the powers and duties of the office of 
governor devolved upon the lieutenant-governor for the residue of the 
term and that Lieutenant Governor Walter 8. Goodland become act- 
ing governor. This case is reported in 242 Wisconsin 41. 

He was president of the Bachelor Circle of the Deutscher Club 
(now Wisconsin Club) and has remained a bachelor. He is a member 
of the Milwaukee County, State and American Bar associations. In 
1940 he was appointed a member of the board of appeals by President 
Roosevelt pursuant to the Selective Training and Service Act and was 
elected its chairman. Asa result of his former political activities and 
his business and social connections he has many friends distributed 
throughout the United States. These friendships he thoroughly 
enjoys. 


Dr. WILLIAM G. DOMANN, who for a quarter of a century has 
engaged in medical practice in Menomonee Falls, was born in Mil- 
waukee, November 22, 1889, a son of Gustav and Minnie (Stark) 
Domann. In both the paternal and maternal lines he is of German 
descent, although his father was born in Milwaukee. The grand- 
parents, William and Carolina (Schultz) Domann, were born in 
Germany and came to the United States in 1857, making their way 
at once to Milwaukee. William Domann had learned the millwrights 
trade in Germany and followed that work in Milwaukee. His son, 
Gustav, became a printer. He married Minnie Stark, who was born 
in Germany, as were her parents, William and Carolina (Krueger) 
Stark. They came to the United States and settled on a farm near 
Kewaskum, Washington County, Wisconsin. In the family of Gustav 
and Minnie (Stark) Domann were three children: Arthur, now 
deceased; William G.; and Mabel, a resident of Milwaukee. 

At the usual age Doctor Domann was enrolled as a pupil in the 
public schools of Milwaukee and after completing the work of the 
grades attended high school. Desiring to become a physician and 
surgeon, he entered Marquette University, where the M.D. degree was 
conferred upon him in 1911. He served for a year at the Norway 
(Michigan) Hospital as interne and then opened an office at Adams, 
Wisconsin, where he spent a year and a half. This was followed by 
three years at Butler, Wisconsin. 

Doctor Domann came to Menomonee Falls in 1918 and was suc- 
cessful from the start. He soon demonstrated his ability to capably 
handle intricate medical cases and he has constantly broadened his 
knowledge and enhanced his skill through reading and study. He is 
a member of the Waukesha County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Association, the American Medical Association and 
the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine. Along fraternal lines he is 
connected with the Lincoln Lodge of Masons and the Royal Arch 
Chapter of Wauwatosa. He is also a past president of the Rotary 
Club. The community knows him as a public-spirited citizen who 
unhesitatingly supports all progressive measures for the general good 
of his city. 

Doctor Domann was married in 1915 to Miss Louisa Swartwout, 
a daughter of Willis B. and Marian (Price) Swartwout. Her mother 
died in 1938 but her father is still active at the age of seventy-cight 
years and travels as salesman for his firm. Mrs. Domann is a graduate 
of the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music at Milwaukee and is inter- 
ested in the leading activities of women in Menomonee Falls, being 
a past president of the Woman’s Club and a past matron of the 
Eastern Star. Doctor and Mrs. Domann have two sons: William 
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